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PREFACE. 


I BERNAL DIAZ del CASTILLO, rcgidor of this loyal city of 
Giiatimala. and author of tlje following moft true hift-ory, during the 
time I was writing the lame, happened to fee a work conDpolcd by 
Francifeo Lx>pc2 de Gomara, the elegance of which made me bliifh for 
the vulgarity of my own, and throw down my pen in dcfpair. But 
when I had read it, I found that the whole was a mifreprefentation, 
and alfo that in his extraordinary exaggcratioii« of flic numbers of the 
natives, and of thofc who were killed in the different battles, his account 
was utterly unworthy of belief. We never much exceeded four hun¬ 
dred men, and if we liad found fuch numbers bound hand and foot, 
we could not'havc put them to Heath. But the fadt was, we had 
enough to do to protc«ff: ourlelvcs, for I vow to God, and fay Amen 
thereto,' that we were every day repeating our prayers, and fupplicating 
to be delivered from the perils that furrounded us. Alaric a mcrfl brave 
king, and Attila a proud warrior, never killed fo many of their foes 
as we are faid by that hifforian to have done in ^ew Spain. He alfo 
fays we burned many cities and temples; and this he does to affoniffi 
his reader; not feeming to recolledi that any of the true conquerors 
exifted, to contradict him. He alfo enhances the merit of one officer 
at the cxpcnce of another; fpeaking of feme as captains who were not 
with us. 
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He fays that Cortes gave orders, (ccrctly, for the dcilrudlion of 
the (hips; whereas it was done by the common confent of all, to have 
the aniflancc of the mariners. He alfo depreciates Juan dc Grijalvat 
moft unjudly; he being a vciy’ valiant captain. He omits the difeovery 
of Yucatan by Dc Cordova, and is in an error again when he fpeaks of 
the firft expedition of Garray, as if Garray had come with it. In what 
concerns the defeat of Narvaez, his account is conformable to the rcla,- 
tions given; but in that of the wars of Tlaicala he is as erroneous as 
ever. As to the war in Mexico, where we loft above eight h'undrcd 
and ieventy foldku's, this he treats as a matter of little importance; and 
he makes no mention of our loftes in the fubfequent fiegc, but fpeaks 
of it as if it had been a fieftival, or a marriage! birt why fhould I waftc 
paper and ink in the detc^ion oChis numerous errors; I will therefore 
proceed, witii my relation, for according to what the wife lay, the ai t 
and beauty of hiftori^l compofition is, to write the truth; and proceed¬ 
ing upon this rule, with fuch embellidunent and ornament as I (hall 
hereafter judge expedient, I will relate and bring into full light the 
conqueft of New Spain, and the hefoic fervices of us the* true conque¬ 
rors, who with our fmall numbers, under the adventurous and brave 
Captain Hernando Cortes, and with great danger and hardfhips, gained 
to his Majefty this rich country; for which fervice his Majefty has 
frequently iftued. his orders that we (hould be amply rewarded. More¬ 
over, as a good pilot founds, and difeovers (hoals and fands as he pro¬ 
ceeds, by the lead and line, fo will I, with my pen in my hand, expofe 
mifreprefentations, in my voyage through the hiftory of Gomara, to 
the liavcn of truth; but if I to point out every error, the chaff 
would outweigh the grain. 

My relation will give to hiftprians fufficknt whereby to celebrate 
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our general, Cortes, and the bnive conquerors by whofc hands this 
holy and great undertaking fuccccdcd ; for this is no hiftoiy of diihinu 
nations, nor vain reveries; I relate that of which I was an eye witnefs, 
and not idle reports and hcarfay; for truth is facrctl. Gomara received 
and wrote fuch accounts as were intended to enhance the fame and merit 
•f Cortes } no mention being made by him of our valiant captains and 
(bldicrs; and the whole tenor of the work (hews how much he was 
influenced by his attachment to that family by whom he and his arc 
patronifed. He has alfo mifled the Dodtor Illefcas, and Bifhop Paulus 
Jovius. 

The following hiftory I have brought to its concludon, in the 
loyal city of Guatimala, the reddence of the royal court of audience, on 
this twenty dxth day of Fcbniaiy, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
fand dvc hundred and feventy two. 
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PART THE FIRST. 


CHAPTER I. 


Expedition of Hernandez de Cordova, A.D. 1517. 


In the year 1514, I left Caftillc in company with Pedro Arias dc Avih, 
who was then appointed governor of Tierra Firma, with whom I arrived 
at the port of Nombre de Dios. A peftilence raged at that time, oi 
which many foldicrs died, and moR of the furvivors were invalids. The 
governor P. A. De Avila had a jealoufy which terminated fatally, w ith 
an Hidalgo who had conquered that province, of which he was Captain: 
his name was Vafeo Nunez dc Balboa, a rich man, and to whom Avila 
had married his Daughter; but being afterwards fufpicious that his Son- 
in-law had an intention of revolting, he caufed him to be beheaded. 
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When wc faw that troubles were likely to enfue, and learned that 
the lAand of Cuba had been lately gained under the government of Diego 
'Vdafqucz, a certain number of us, perfons of quality who had come 
with Avila, rcfolv«i to demand his permiflion to go to Cuba. This he 
readily granted us; not wanting fo many foldiers as had come with him 
from Callille, for the country of which he was appointed to the govern¬ 
ment, had but few inhabitants, and was already conquered. Permiflion 
being obtained wc failed for Cuba, and arriving there, waited on the go¬ 
vernor, who received us kindly, and promifed to give us the firll lands 
that (hould fall vacant. Three years however elapfed, reckoning from 
the time wc left Caflille, and no Icttlements had as yet oflored. Con¬ 
sidering this therefore as fo much lofs of time, one hundred and ten of 
MS clcdled for our Captain a rich Hidalgo of Cuba named Francifeo Her¬ 
nandez de Cordova, and determined to fet out under his command, upon 
a voyage of difeovery. For this purpofc we bought two vcffcls of con¬ 
siderable burthen, and our third was a bark W'hich we obtained on credit 
from the governor VcJafqucz; he however propofed as a condition, that 
we fhould engage the foldiers to make a defeent on certain lilands be¬ 
tween Cuba and Honduras, named Los Guanages, to feize a number of 
the inhabitants and make flavcs of them, in order thereby to pay the coft 
of the bark ; but when the propofal of Velafqucz was made known to 
the foldiers, we to a man refufed it, faying, tliat it was not juft, nor did 
X 5 od or the King permit, that free men fhould be made'flaves. 


Vclafquez was immediately convinced, and aflented to the juftice of 
what w'e faid, and he gave us alfo what aftiftance he could as to provi- 
, ftons. We laid in a ftore of Hogs, which were then fold at three 
Crow'ns each, and Caflava bread, there being in Cuba neither Oxen or 
Sheep. With fuch poor provifions, and fome trifiiqg Toys and Orna¬ 
ments for the Indians, wc prepared ourfclves for the voyage, having 
engaged three Pilots, the,principal of whom was Amhon de Alaminos, 
a native of Palos; the other two w ere named Camacho dc Triana, ?uk 1 
Juan Alvarez el Manquillo dc Huelva. Having provided ourfclves as 
well as wx coidd with every neceflar)', we all aflcmblcd at a port on the 
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North of the IHand, eight leagues from the town of St. Chriftopho*. tha 
Icttlers of which were two years after removed to the Havannali. This • 
port is called in the language of Cuba, Agaruco. That our expedition 
might bccondutflcd on proper principles, we pcrfuaiicxi a Clergyimn of 
that town named Alonzo Gonz;ilcs, to accompany us, and wc alfo chofc 
for Vecdor a foldicr named Bernardino Iniguez, that in cafe Gold fhould 
happen to fall in our way, the proper Officer might be at liand, to take 
care of his Majefty’s rights. 

On the eighth of February 1517, having recommended oufielves to 
God, and the blefled Virgin, we (ailed from the port of Agaruco, and in 
tvi'clve days palTed St. Anton, otherwife called the land of the Guanatarcyes, 
a tribe of favages. Doubling this Point, wc (iiilcd at hazard towards 
that part of the Horizon where the Sun fet, utterly ignorant of (hallows, 
currents, or prevailing winds';. During our voyage a ftorm came on, 
and for two days and two nights wc were in the mod: imminent danger; 
the wind however fubfided, and in twenty-one days from our leaving 
the I^nd of Cuba, wc favv land which had never before been difeo- 
vered. We alfo on approaching perceived a large town, at the didance 
of two leagues from the coad, which from its fize, it exceeding any 
town in Cuba wc named Grand Cairo. The fmallcd VclTcl was* then 
ordered to appreach and examine the neighbouring coad. 

On the morning of the fourth of March, five Canoes came off to 
us. Thcfe vcffiels arc like troughs, made of one entire tree, and many 
of them capable of containing fifty men. Wc made fignals of invitation 
to'thofe on board, with which they readily complied, not (hewing the 
lead apprehenfion. Above thirty entered the principal vcdel, where 
they were treated with fuch provifions as wc could give them, and each 
was prefented w iih a dring of green beads. After admiring the vcdels 
for fome time their chief defired to return, faying that he would on the 
enfuing day come again to us with more Canoes, in order to bring us to 
land. Thefc Indians wore dole dredes of cotton, their waids being 
girded with a narrow cloth j in which, we obfer\'cd tliat they exhibited 
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more ftmfc of decency than the natives of Cuba, with H^hom this drcfs 
' was lift'd by the women only. On the enfuing day, -the fame chief 
came with twelve large Canoes, and made (ignals to our Captain that he 
would bring us to land. This heexprefled by faying, ** Con-Efcotoch,” 
Con-ETcotoch,” which fignifies,comc to our town: and it was from this 
that we gave it the name of Punta de Cotochc. It was determined by us 
to accept the invitation, obferving the proper precaution of going all in a 
btxly, and by one embarkation, as we perceived the fliore to be lined 
with Indians. VVe therefore hoifted out oiir own boats, and in them, 
with twelve Canoes brought to us by the chief, and our fmalleft vcflel 
we proceeded to the land. On arriving there we halted for a time to 
consider what fhould be done, but the Cacique or Chief ftill urging us by 
ligns to advance, we proceeded in good order, with fifteen crofs-bows and 
ten mufqucts, the chief guiding us, and accompanied by a number of 
the natives. On a fudden, as we palled by fomc thick woods, the 
Cacique began to call out loudly to a body of Indians which he had 
polled there in ambufeade; they fallied out upon us at the fignal, and 
poured in a difeharge of arrows, whereby they wounded fiftcen|^f our 
ibldiers. 

Thefe warriors were armed with thick coats of cotton, and carried, 
befidcs their bows and arrows, lances, fliields and flings; th^ alfb 
wore ornaments of feathers on their heads. Having difeharged their 
arrows they advanced, and attacked us with their lances, but the kccn- 
nefs of our fwords and the effedl of our crofs-bows and mufquctry foon 
drove them to a diflancc, with the lofs of fifteen left dead upon the fpot. 
Near the place of this ambufeade were three buildings of lime and (lone, 
wherein were idols of clay with diabolical countenances, and in llrangc 
Uiinatural pollures, and fcvcral wooden chefls which contained fimilar 
idols but fmallcr, fomc vcfTcls, three diadems, and fomc imitations of 
birds and fiflics in alloyed gold. The buildings of lime and (lone, and 
the gold gave us a high idea of the Country we had difeovered. On 
our return to the fhore we had the fatisfadtion to find, that while we 
w ere fighting, our chaplain Gonzales had taken care of tlic chefls and 
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their contents, which he had with the afTinaince of two Indians of Cuba 
brought ojRTfafely to our (hips. In this a( 5 tion wc made two natives pri- 
foners, who were afterwards baptized, and called by the names of Mdchur, 
and Julian. Having re-cmbarkcd, we proceeded as before, coaifting 
towards the Weft. 

After fifteen days cautious failing by an unknown coaft, wc dif- 
covered from our (hips a large town with an inlet which was apparently 
a River. This place wc named from the day on which wc dil'covered it, 
which was Sunday of Lazarus ; and here wc determined to endeavour to 
procure water, of which wc were in want, owing to the badnefs of our 
calks, our limited means not enabling us to purchafe proper vcflels for 
that purpofe. As the tides run very far out, wc left our large (hips a 
league’s didance from the (hore, and proceeding thither well armal, 
came to the water which ftipplied the town; for in this Country as far as 
wc could oblcrvc, there are no running ftreams. Here wc hllcd our 
cafks, and juft as we had finiOicd, about fifty Indians drefted in cotton 
mantles and to all appearance chiefs, approached us, enquiring by figns 
what wc wanted ; to which wc replied in the iiinic imnner, that wc came 
for water, and were returning to our vcflels. They then pointed tothc 
Kaft, by w'ay of afking if wc came from that quarter, repeating (evcral 
times the worc^ “ Caftillan;** after which they invited us to their tow-n, 
to which wc proceeded with them, and arrived at fomc large., and very 
w'cll conftrudlcd buildings of lime and ftonc, w’ith figures of (erpenfs 
and of idols painted upon the walls. When wc entered ihcfc temples, 
for fuch they were, we perceived about one of the altars traces of blood 
frcfti fpillcd; there were alfo feveral idolatrous figures and fymbols, all 
W'hich contributed to imprefs us with furpril’c and horror. During tbi.^ 
time the Indians behaved peaceably, but colledled in great numbers, 
which put us upon our guard though they appeared t.nly to be attracted 
by curiofity. A body of natives foon appeared, drefted in very ragL;ed 
mantles, and each bearing a bundle of dry reeds, which Jiav ing tiepo- 
fited together, they retired. After them came tw o bodies of warriors, 
each commaoded by its captain, who drew them up oppofite to us; ini~ 
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mediately after whkli, ten priefts ruflicd out of anadjorning temple.— 
, They were drefted in loofe robes of white cotton, their long hair was clot¬ 
ted with blood, and matted and twifted together fo as to be apparently 
impofTible to be ieparated ; they had in their hands vcflcls containing fire 
and aromatics, with which they fumigated us, making figns at the fame 
time, that unlcfs w'c quitted their Country before the fuel lying by us was 
ronfumed, they would put us to death. They then kindled the faggots, 
and retired without doing any thing more. The warriors however 
began to make a noife by whiftling, founding their horns, and drums. 
Thefe formidable preparations made us think it moft prudent to retire, 
which we accordingly did, and regaining our boats on board of which 
thfs water caiks had been already put, we embarked, and reaching our 
veflels, proceeded on our voyage. We coafted for fix days, during 
which time we encountered a violent gale of wind from the North, and 
■were in imminent danger of being driven on fhorc. We alfo i'uftcrcd 
from want of water, owing to the badnefs of the vcfTcls, and, were con- 
ftantly obliged to go on ftiore and fink wells, in order to procure a daily 
fupply. Continuing our route, we arrived oppofitc a town about a 
league from the coaft, which we determined to proceed to, and for that 
purpofc Ciill anchor. 

This town the name of which was Pontonchan, tpntained fevcral 
buildings of lime and flone, and was furrounded by fields of maize.— 
Having landed and found a fpring of water, while we were engaged in 
filling our calks, large bodies of warriors approached us in filence; they 
W'cre armed with their ufual miflile weapons, fhields, and two handed 
fwords. Their bodies were covered by a defenfive armour of cotton 
reaching to the knees, their faces painted black, white, and red, and 
plumes of feathers ornamented their heads. They accofted us in the 
fame manner that the natives of Campeche had done, pointing to the 
Eaft and laying ** Caftillan, Caftiilan,” we replied to them by figns 
that we came from the £aft, but were much perplexed to know the 
meaning of this expreffion, or whether to conftrue it favorably or other- 
wife; and as we meant to remain on fhore, for the night, we formed 
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ourfclvcs inio a body, and kept a good watch in every diredlion; being 
alfo occupied in confuking upon the arrangement of our future move¬ 
ments. During this time wc heard a great noife among the Indians, 
which wc confidered as portending us no good. Some of us were for 
embarking, but that was conhdered too dangerous to attempt in the 
face of the enemy, others were for attacking them, on the old principle 
that he who makes the jfirft attack conquers; but we had at Icaft three 
hundred to cncoimter, fur each one of us, and this was confidcred too rafh. 
While thus occupied, day broke, and gave us a hght of our danger. Wc 
comforted each other with hopes of God’s mercy, and each dctenTiined 
to exert himfclf to the utmoft. Wc foon perceived great bodies of war¬ 
riors advancing, \vith colours flying, and joining thcmfelvcs to thofc 
who had aflTembled on the preceding night. They then cnclofed us on 
all fldcs, fighting with us foot to foot, and wounded above ten of our 
foldicrs; the execution however of our fire arms and fwords made them 
draw off a little, but it was only to ufe their arrows to more cfledl:.—' 
They continually cried ovu, “ A 1 Calachioni,” oi jflioot at tire captain; in 
confequcncc, he received no Icfs than twelve arrow's. I alfo got three for 
my lhare, one of w hich, in my left fide, was very dangerous, and two 
of our foldicrs they carried off alive; one was named Alonzo Bote, the 
other w'as an old Portuguefe. Our captain feeing that all our exertions 
to drive them off were ineftcdtual, that the enemy were continually 
receiving fupplifs, while we had above fifty of our number killed, de¬ 
termined to endeavour to cut his way through them. This we cffeCled, 
being formed into a compadt body; but they purfued us at our heels, 
attacking us with their lances, and with fhowers of arrows. We how¬ 
ever reached our boats, but it was only to encounter new difficulties; 
the hurry and preflure to embark was fuch, that the boats were funk, 
and w'c were forced, half wading, and half f'wimming, to endeavour to 
reach the fmall vcflcl, which came as far as poffible to our affiflance; 
our foldicrs received many wounds, while in and about the boats, and if 
was with the utmoft difficulty that any of us cfcaped with our lives. On ’ 
counting our numbers when we arrived on board the fhips, we found 
that our lofs amounted to fifty-feven. This adlion lafted above haif an 
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h6ur. In the marine charts this bay is named ** Dc Mala pelea/* 
Our wcRinds after a little time became very painful, from the cold and fea 
water, and we began to grow ver>' much out of humour with tlie pilot 
Alaminos, and his dii'eoveries. He ftill however perfifted in his origi¬ 
nal opinion, and in denying that this land was a continent 

One Ibldicr only of thofe who furvived had cfcapeti unwounded; 
moA of us had thrtc or four wounds, our captain twelve. Xhe mariners 
alfo were many of them difabledj for w’hich rcal'on we burned our 
fmalle/l veflcl, and divided her crew bctw'ccn the others. Bur I have 
jrct to mention the greateft misfortune that attended us. fn the hurr)’^ 
to efcape from the natives, we had been forced to leave our calks be¬ 
hind. The thirft we endured in confcquencc thereof, <iiiring the time 
that we were at fca was fuch that our very tongues an.] cra< k<.d: 
Such cruel hardlhips attend thole who go on voyages of d feovej y ! After 
three days (ail, we perceived an inlet which we concluded would lead to 
a river or Tome frefli water; fifteen mariner., and three foldier ; enfered to 
examine it, but what water they found was all fait, even where the>' funk 
pits on the fliorc, and when they returned with it, dillrelling as our 
third was we found it undrinkable. VVe called this the inlet ofallifi^a- 
tors, from the number of thofe animals feen tnere. J'ht reigjiing 
winds of North and North Eall at this time incre%afed to a ftorrn which 
we fortunately w'catherctl, and then, having determinecf to return to tlic 
Havannah, by the advice of Alaminos we ran for the e'oafl of Florida, 
which by his maps, his degrees, and altitudes, he fourul to be dilUnt 
about feventy leagues. With this navigation he w'as well acquainted; hav¬ 
ing been in that country in a voyage of difeovery wdth Juan Ponce ile T .con, 
ten or twelve years before. Accordingly, having failed Ibr four elays 
acrols the gulf, we difeovered that part of the coaft of America to n liich 
we were bound. 

When we approached the coaft, the firfl: objc< 5 l with us was to 
obtain a fupply of water. Our captain, from his wounds and fulRerings 
by third, was (inking hourly; on his account therefore and our own, 
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twenty of us, of which number I was one, went onlhorc with the cafks. 
The pilot Alaminos warned us to be prepared againA; a fudden attack of 
the natives, who had in that manner fallen on him, in Itis former vifit 
to this coalh We accordingly put a gooii guard in an open place near 
the fhore, and proceeded to make wells, in which to our great ialisfac- 
tion w'e found excellent water. We itiycd about an hour fl;a*ping 
cloths in it, and wa/hing our wounds, and this delay enabled the In- 
tlians tt' fall on us; for at the expiration of that period, one of our out 
cenfincls came to give us the alarm of their approac’h, a few moments 
only Ixforo they appeared. Thcle Indians were very tall of jflatiirc, and 
were clothed in the Ikins t)f anim;ils. They ailailcd us with a ftight of 
arrows, with which they wounded fix of us, and myielf among the 
reit. We however beat them and they then went to fupport another 
Ijody of their countrymen, who, in their canoes, had attacked and 
j'eized our boat, and were dragging it away with them, having 
wounded rlie Alaminos, and four of the mariners. We followed 

them clofe, and wading alK)\L oui middles in the water, refeued the 
boat, leaving in all twenty-two of them dead, and three who were 
flightly wounded, we made prifoners; thefe however died in the voy¬ 
age. After the natives ^vere beaten c^fP, we enquiroo of the ibldier 
who brought the report of the enemy, wliat had become of his com¬ 
panion ; he faid that a fiiort time before, he faw him go towards the 
water fide with a hatchet in his hand, to cut a palmita ; that he fiiortly 
after heard him cry out as he fuppofed when the enemy were putting 
him to tkath, and therefore he gave the alarm, the Indians appearing 
immediately after. This foldier was named Berrio: he was the only 
perfon who cfcapcd without a wound in Pontonchan. We went in 
fearch of him, and found the plant which he had begun to cut, and the 
fand much trodden, but no trace of blood: of courfc we concluded that 
he had been carried off alive. After fearchi ng for the fpacc of an hour 
we gave him up, and returned to the vcficls with the water, which, 
when our companions faw’, they knew no moderation in their joy. 
One man in particular leaped into the boat when it came along-fidc the 
vcflcl, and fcizing a calk of water, did not Hop drinking until he died. 
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Wc then proceeded on our voyage by fomc low lilands nanKxi Lo6 
.Baxos dc los Martircs, where the vellel on board which our captain was 
ftruck ground, and in confequcncc took in fo much water that ihc was 
near finking; indeed wc feared that our utmofi exertions in pumping 
could not bring her into port. There were as I recoliedt two (kilors of 
the t.cvant on board: when we called to them to alfift us in pumping 
they replied, ** facctclo vos ! Do it yourlelvcs !** At this time wc wereex- 
haufied by fatigue, and the vcffcl in the mbfi imminent danger of fink¬ 
ing : however we forced them to give us their afllftance, though un¬ 
willingly ; and by our exertions, with the blcfling of God, wc arrived 
fafely at Puerto de Garenas, where is now built the city of the Havan- 
nah. 


On our arrival an exprefs was forwarded to the Governor D. 
Velafqucz, to inform him that we had difeovered a Country where the 
houfes were built of lime and fionc*. and the inhabitants decently clad; 
that they fow'cd maize, and poflefied gold. Our captain went imme- 
sdiately to his eftate near Santi 'Spiritus, where he died in ten days after 
his arrival. Three foldiers alfo died of their wounds in the Havannali, 
and the reft difperfed to their dificrent homes or avocations. The fame 
of our difeovery was fprcad through the Iflands by the veflels on 
their arrival. When the figures and idols which th^ brought w’erc 
produced, it was believed that they we*e antiques conveyed to thofe 
countries by a Jcwifli colony, after the dcftrudlion of their city by Titus 
and Vcfpafian. Our Indian-prifoners on being alkcd if their country 
produced gold, replied in the affirmative, which is contrary to fatft, as 
has been fince well afeertained. 'The name which that part of the con¬ 
tinent now acquired, was owing'to an equivocal expreffion or miftakc of 
words. Yuca is thelnfular name of the plant made ufc of for bread, 
the heap of earth in which it is planted is called bynhefe people. Tale ; on 
being queftioned relative to it, they faying they knew it, and ufing this 
word with its fignification in their language, the two repeated together 
made the word Yuca-tal, or Yucatan as it was exprdled by the Spaniards, 
and ever after remained applied to that part of America. Such was all 
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tli.it the folciicrs gained by this difeover)', fiom which we came back, 
poor and wounded, and thought thofc fortunate who had reached their 
homes alive, for our lof. from firfl to lall amounted to feventy of our' 
numlx-T. Diego \'cl;ir«.|ucz wrote to his patrotj the Bifliop of Burgos 
rcLiting the particuLars of liis ditcovery and the cxpeiu es he had iK'cn at, 
for all which he obtained f.tmc and credit with his Maji tly, hut not a 
f}'llahlc was faid of the potir foldicrs who had cxpcndcvi their properties, 
and loft, or rifqucd, their lives in the expedition. 


Three foldicrs ot us whofe object u.i‘> to reach the town of Trini¬ 
dad, as foon as our wounds were healctl, agreetl with an inhabitant of 
the Havannah who was going thither in a canoe with a cargo of cotton 
to fell, for our palfage, for which he was to lx; paid ten crowns in gold. 
Accoadingly we embarked with him, and after coafting for eleven days, 
we .arrived near an Indian town named Canarreon, where we were viriven 
on fhore by a violent gale of wind. The cantx; was dafhed to pieces, 
and we with difticulty reached the Jam I, naked, woundetl, and hrui led, 
by the violence of the waves. We had no refourcc hut in the clothing 
adopted by the ftrft pair, and in the fame wcxxl where we procured this, 
we found a fpccies of tough flexible rtK>ts called Bejucos, with which 
we tied on our feet fandals made of the bark of trees, vvliicli we cut out 
for that purpofc with (harp ftoncs ; and travelling thus for two days, 
we came to the* village of Yaguarrama where Fray Bartholomc de las^ 
Cafas afterwards bifliop of Cliiapa was then parifli prieft. On the next 
day I went to another town named Chipiona, belonging to Alonzo de 
Avila, where, at the houfe of a friend named Anthonio de Medina I got 
clothed, and then purfued my journey to St. Jago, where I found the 
governor Velafqucz bufily employed in filing out another armament for 
difeovery. As he was my relation, and alfo as governor, 1 went to 
wait upon him, and after paying him my refpcdls, he afkcd me if I was 
able to undertake another expedition to Yucatan. I told him that he 
fliould fay the land of wounds and calamity; to which he anfwcred 
that he knew we had fuffered much in the former voyage, but that 
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/ucli was the fate of thofe who fought honour and lame in new’ diico^ 
verics; and that his Majefty Oiould know and reward our merits. 
And now,” continued he “my fon, try your fortune again, and i 
will put you in a fVation where you fhall acquire honour.” 



( ' ) 


CHAPTER II. 


Expedition of jfuan de Grijalva. A. D. 1518. 

The governor Diego V^clafqucz, encouraged by the accounts of 
thofe who returned from the laft expedition, now fitted out a fccond 
armament confifting of four fliips, two of which were cmplojpicd in the 
former voyage, and the other tw'o were purcliafed by himfclf. Thcfc 
vcflels Avcrc to be commanded by his relation Juan de Grijalva, (in 
chief,) Pedro de Alvarado, Francifeo de Montejo, and Alonzo dc Avila, 
all perfons of valour, and poflefled of eftates in the iflands. The charge 
of the equipment was divided thus; each captain found provifions and 
failors, the arms and feme trifling ncccflarics were provided by the go¬ 
vernor. The accounts of the richnefs of the country, cfpeciaUy thole 
given by the native Mclehorejo, created an univcrfal difpofition in thofe 
who were unprovukd in the iflands to engage in the expedition. Ac- 
conhnglv, two huuvlred and forty companions immediately entered them- 
lelvcs, amongfl whom I determined to try my fortune a fccond time. 

Each of us depoflted a- certain fum to provide various ncccflary 
articles, Ixnh for the veflfcl.s and lor oiudelvcs in the field. The orders 
and inftriKflions given by the governor to our chief were, to procure 
and bring back all the gold and filver that he could, and he gave him 
diferctionary power to a( 5 t as he thought hefl, in regard to colonization 
or cftablilhments. The veedor apjwintcd by us was named Pcnalofa, 
and our chaplain was named Juan Diaz. We had the lame pilots who 
had gone the former voyage, and a Iburth whofe name I do not recolletfl. 
Our rendezvous was at the port of Matanzas, which was convenient fur 
viiftualling, as the colonifts had their plantations and ftores of hogs in. 
that neighbourhood. 
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1 'hc name of Matan7as was given fo tins place on the following 
nccoiint. IJcfore the ifland was conquered, a Spanifli vcflcl was wrecked 
on this coafl, in her voyage from St. Domingo to the I.Aicayan Iflands 
to procure /laves. Thirty men and women cfcaped to the land, and were 
met by a number of Indians wdio oftcred them an hofpitablc reception, 
and propofed to take them in their canoes. Our people being embarked, 
w hen they were in tiic middle of the river the Indians upfet tlic canoes, 
and killed or drowned them all except three men and one woman who 
was hand/bme; Hie was taken by one of their principal caciques, and 
the three men were allotted to others. A.frcr the conque/f of the ifland 
was efle<i|jed, /he and the Indian chief parted, and I afterwards knew her 
married in the city of Trinidad to one I^cdro Sanchez Farfan. I was alfo 
acquainted with the three men; one was named Gonzalo Mexia, anotlter 
Juan dc St. Fftevan, and the third Cafeorro. This lafl; mentioned had 
married the daughter ot tlic cacique to whofc lot he fell, and had hi.j 
ears and nofe bored like the Indians. 

On the fifth day of April 1518, after having heard mafs with great 
devotion, W’c let fail, and in ten days paflTed the point of Guaniguanico, 
called by the pilots St. .Anton. In eight days more wx came in light of 
the Ifland of C'ozumel, wliither we were driven in part by the currents, 
which forced us farther down than when we came wdth Cordova. 
Coafiing along the illand by the South, we perceived A landing place at 
which our captain Grijalva went on fhorc with a confiderable body of 
foldiers. The natives of an adjacent town fled at the fight ot the fliips, 
hut our people found two old men who could not follow them concealed 
in fome maize. Our interpreters, Julianillo, and Mclehorejo, under¬ 
flood thefe Indians very well, for that ifland is diftant but four leagues 
from their native country. Grijalva treated them well, and made them 
fome prelcnts, in hopes to be thereby able to induce the inhabitants to 
leturn to their tow'n, for which purpofe they were then difmiflTed. 
Some time after, an Indian girl of a good perfon and countenance joined 
us, and addrefled us in the language of the liland ot Jamaica, w hich is 
the fame with that of Cuba. The account flie gave of hcrlelf was, that 
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(he had failed from Jamaiai two years before in a large t'anoe with ten 
of her countiymen, to hih at cenain fniall lilands, and that the current 
had driven them hith^, where the natives had, killed and facriheed her 
huiband and all her companions. Our captain tiiought that this woman 
might be Icrviceable in inducing the natives to return; he therefore lent 
her on a meflage to that for which he allowed them a period of 

two days j but on-the eniuing one ihe came back and informed us that flic 
could not preva^ on any of them to do fo. We named this place Santa 
Cruz, having difeovercd it on the day of that holy fcllival. Jn the 
town we found a quantity of honey in hives, vegetables, fuch as boniatus 
and potatoes, and droves of hogs of the fpccics of the countr)*^ with the 
navel on the back. There were two fmallcr towns in the Kland which 
we did not vilk, Grijalva perceiving further ftay to be lofs of time, 

Purfuing the route of F. H. dc Cordova, in eight days we arrived 
at Champoton, and caAing anchor at the dillancc of a league from tlvs 
(horc, on account of the height of the tides, we ditembarked one half 
of our foldiers, landing them clofc to the town. The natives, proud of 
their former fuccefs, attacked us inimcdiately on our landing in great 
bodies, and with much military parade. Experience had taught us to 
go well prepared, and accordingly we brought falconets in our boats. 
Half our number was wounded before we rcachol the land, but -when we 
formed, and had received a reinforcement by a fecond embarkation, we 
foon drove them to the marOics,. with the lofs however of three oT our 
foldiers, and our captain rec^vpd three arro^vs, and had two of his 
teeth beaten out. When we entered the town after the defeat of the 
natives, we found tliat they had removed all their effcdls. Three of 
them whom we had taken priibners we thought by kind ulage to have 
made friends of, and that they would have induced their countrymen 
to return, but after we had diimiiled them they never came back to us, 
and we fufpe^ted that our interpreters had treachcroufly fpoken to them in 
oppolition to our intentions. The field where we fought with thefe 
people was very ftony, and there was on it a prodigious fwarm of 
locuAs. Thefe animals during the a^ion fpxang up and Aruck us in 
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the faces, fo that wc hardly knew when to put up our (hidds to guard 
us, or whether they were arrows or k>cuils which flew round us, they 
came fo mixed together. 

After four days ilay in Champoton wc re-embarked, and purfuing 
otir voyage arrived at what appeared to be the entrance of a large river; 
but our pilot Alamitios iniifted that what we &w befcxne us was an 
Kland, and that Itc law the termination of it; Thcfe circumftanccs 
caufed^us to name the bay, Boca de Terminos. Captain de Grijalva 
with many olHccrs and foldiers went to examine the bay and neigh¬ 
bouring country ; on the Ihore they found fome adoratories or temples, 
buiH of lime and Hone, and containing idds made of clay and wood, 
fome in the figures of women, others of ferpents, and many horns of 
deer. Thcfe were the occalional ofierings of traders or hunters, who 
frequented thofc parts, for they were entirely uninhabited, but abun¬ 
dantly flocked with deer and rabbits. Wc killed ten of the fcHimcr with 
one greyhound, and many rabbits. The dog was left behind us on our 
embarking, but when wc returned with Cortes we found him on the 
fhore, and he feemed to have fared well in our abfcncc for he was very 
fat and fleck. 

From the harbour of Boca de Terminos wc coafled weflward, and in 
three days arrived at another inlet, which being difeovefed by founding 
to be ihallow, was entered by the vefTels ^the iightefl burthen, in which, 
together with the boats, wc embarked whole force, as wc perceived 
numbers of armed Indians in canoes. Wc therefore judged that we 
were near fome populous town or diflridl, and the more fo, as we found, 
and took fifh out of nets, which were laid in the track of our veilels. 
This River was called Tabafeo from a native chieftain; but it was from 
this time named in honor of our Captain, de Grijalva, and it is fo put 
down in the maps. When we approached the fhore wc heard thenoife 
occalioned by the falling of timber, which was a preparation of defence, 
for they were very well acquainted with the trania^licms of Pontonchan. 
We diiembarked at a point of land which was diilant about half a 
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league from the town, where was a grove of palm trees, and titc na^ 
tives advaneexJ againd us here, painted and prepared for battle, in about 
fifty canoes; but fortunately it was derermintd on our part, to addrefs 
them through our interpreters, who dcelaad to them our pacific inten¬ 
tions, and invited their chiefs to an interview. Upon this, about 
thirty Indians landed, to whom w'c prefented Ix'ads and lolonrcd glafs. 
Oiir captain then caufed to he explained to them how we had come from 
a difiant country, and were the vafliils of a great prince to whom we re¬ 
commended them to fubmit, and further, that in exchange for thofe 
licads and glaflcs, we cxpedled that they ftiould give us a fupply of pro- 
vifions. Two of them, a chief and priefi: made anfw'cr to us by faying 
that they would barter, and give us provifions: that as to a fovereign, 
tiiey alrt-ady had one. and that our demand was fo unlcafonablc that 
tlicy advifed us to be cautious how we repeated that, or any fimilaronc, 
lefi: they fiiould attack us as in Pontonchan, they having two xiquipils 
(eight tlioufand men each,) of warriors ready for the purpolc, adding, 
that though confident of their force, they had come to treat with us 
amicably, and would repeat to their chief's our propofal, and return to 
us with their dccifion for peace or w'ar. C'»ri'jalva embraced them in 
token of pence, and prefenting them with firings of heads, required 
their fpeedy return with an anfwcr, which they promifed and fulfilled, 
alTuring us on ihc part of their chiefs, of the mofir pacific condudl; 
and as it is the cufiom of that country in amicable treaties to^ntakc 
prefents, tliirty Indians fiiortly afterwards came to us loaded with broiled 
llfh, fowls, fruit, bread of maize, and .vefi'els with lighted coals to 
fumigate us with incenfe, and fpreading a mat upon the ground and a 
mantle over it, they laid thereon fomc toys of gold made in the form 
of birds, and lizards, and three necklacts ofgolil cafjl like beads, with 
fomc other trifles not altogether worth two huntlred crowns; they alfo 
produced fomc cotton mantles atid otlK*r articles of clejthing ufed by them, 
faying, that we fiiould receive their prefent kindly, it Ix-ing the w hole 
of the gold that they were able to colledt. But they aiided, that more 
to the Wefi there was abundance thereof, repeating feveral times, 
“Mexico,”and“Culua,’* words which we at that time did not underftand. 
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Wc were fatisfied however by this proof tliat there was gold in the 
country, and wc haftened to quit our flation, where a gale of wind from 
the North, fuch as was to be hourly e^edted, might'prove fatal to us. 


In two days fail from this place, wc arrived oppofite to a towti on 
the coaft, named Aguayaluco, where wc obferved the inhabitants pa¬ 
rading, armed with ihiclds of the (hell of the turtle, which being po- 
liihcd and (hining in the fun our foldicrs infixed were of gold. This 
place wc named La Rambla, Wc next came to an inlet where the river 
Parole dilcharges itfclf: this we named the river of St. Anthonio. Con¬ 
tinuing our route by the mouth of the great river Guacayalco, and tlie 
high chain of mountains which arc covered with perpetual fnow, as alfo 
others nearer the fea and which we named the ridge of St, Martin, Ix;- 
caufc they were firft dcfcrilxrd by one of our foldicrs of that name, Alva¬ 
rado tlifeovered and entered the river called by the natives Papalohuna, 
but by us afterwards the river of Alvarado, where the natives of a place 
named Tlatocalpa prefented him with fomc fifh. Our chief was much 
difpleafed with the condu<5l: of this* officer, for whofe return we were 
obliged to wait during three days, and gave orders that in future no fhip 
fhould ever feparate from the fquadron, left an accident ftiould happen 
wlierc it might not be pofiiblc to afford aftiftance. As foon as Alvarado 
liaJ rejoined us wc proccxdal on our voyage until wc carne to the river 
Vandcras, fo called by us on account of the white banners which we 
obferved upon the fhorc, and whicli were borne by numbers of Indians, 
who waved them as a fignal of invitation to us. 


It is now well known tlirough moft of Chriftendom, that Mexico 
is a city as large as Venice, and built in the fame manner upon the 
water, alfo that the numerous and extenfive provinces of that empire 
were ruled by a great monarch named Montezuma, whofe thirft for 
conqueft induced him to cxtejul his views to the utmoft limits of poffi- 
bility. This monarch had received information of our firft expedition 
under Cordova, of the battlv (;f Cliampoton, that we were very few in 
number, and that wc caaie to procure gold in exchange for certain 
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articles whicH we brought with us. All thcfe particulars had been 
faithfully reported to him by painted reprefentations tranfmitted by ex- 
prefles to his court. Montezmna therefore on our arrival coming to his 
knowlalgc, iffued orders to his officers to procure from us in exchange 
for gold, our green glafs beads, on which they fet great value, not 
knowing them to be artificial, and he had alfo given them inOruiflions, 
to endeavour to make particular enquiry, Iwth as totour pcrfons and in¬ 
tentions. We alfo untkrftood that he was much influenced by an ancient 
prophecy which is faid to have declared, tlwt men were to come from 
where the fun rifes to rule that count^ 5 ^ In compliance with thefe 
orders, his officers were now upon the coajfl and making figns of invita¬ 
tion to us. This induced our general to fend a party to the fhorc under 
the command of Capt. F. dc Montejo; the weather was favorable, an 
unufual circumftancc on that coiift; we thcrcfi»rc landed without difli- 
culty, and found the governor of that diftrkl, under Montezuma, 
attended by many natives with provtfions of fowls, bread, anti fruit, 
fuch as pines, and fapotes. They were repofing upon mars under the 
fhadc of feme trees, and invited us by hgns to do the fame, for our In¬ 
dians of Cotochc did not underfl||.nd their language; they alfo, as on 
fonner occafions, prefented us with incenfe. Our reception Ix'ing rc- 
poned to our chief, Grijalva, he immediately landed with the whole of 
the foldiers, and •'ts foon as his rank w-as made known to the Indians, 
tlicy treated him with the greateft refped, which he returned with 
equal courtefy, and ordered beads and cut glafs to be diflributcd to them, 
fignifying his wifh to procure gold in return; in confequcnce of which, 
we obtained pieces of gold of various workmanfliip, to the value of 
fifteen thouiand crowns. It mufl: be this gold that Gomara and Oviedo 
mean, when they fay in their hiilorics that fo much was obtained io 
Tabafeo, a country in which that metal is not to be found at all, or hut 
in very fmall quantity. We at this time took pofTcffioii of thefe terri¬ 
tories under the Governor of Cuba, and in his Majefty’s name;* and 
after diftributing feme fhirts of European manufadturc among the na¬ 
tives, we re-cmlxirkcd, taking with us one of them, who was baptized 
and named Francifeo. 1 faw him after the conquefl of Mexico, fettled 
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aiid married at a place called Santa Fe. After ftaying hem CiK days we 
now re-embarked and iaded along the coail, pafTing a low Iflaiid diilant 
three leagues from the main, called by us Ifla Blanca. Farther on 
we came to a large one, diilant about a league and a half therefrom, 
w'hcre a party commanded by our captain went on fliore. Our people 
found on tliis hdl mentioned liland two buildings of lime and ilone, well 
conilrutflcd, each u^th ileps, and an altar placed before certain hideous 
figures, the reprefentations of the Gods of theie Indians. They found 
aUb here the bodies of five unfortunate perfons who had been ^riheed on 
the preceding night, thcir'iicarts cut out, their limbs fepaiated from the 
bodies, and the walls and altars llaincd with their blood. This Ifland 
was named Ifla de Los Sacriheios. OppoAte to it on the continent we 
landed, and conArudling huts, remained feme time time in expedlation 
of trading with the natives for gold. Many Indians came thither, but 
brought very litdc of that metal, and appeared fhy and timorous; in 
confcqUtncc of which we re-embarked, and proceeded. 

On our arrival at that part of the coaft where tlic town of St. Juan 
de Ulua is now built, we lodged ourfe|yes in huts which we conftru<5led 
upon the fand hills, and having founded the harbour we found good 
anchorage, and it was fecurc to the North. A party of thirty of us 
commanded by our captain then prooxdcd to examine the Ifland, where 
we found a temple containing a veiy large and hideous image intended 
to reprefent a God* the name given to which was Tczcatcpuca. Here 
were four Indians in long black mantles refcmbling the habit of the Do¬ 
minicans; thefe were pricAs,and they had that day facriAced two boys, 
and offered their hearts to tliat curfed klol. On our entering they came 
to us with their pots of incenA:, but we could not endure it, being dif- 
gulled and grieved at the Aght, and die horrid cruelty of their facriAces. 
Our interpreter who flicwcd feme marks of intelligence being queftioned 
as to the caufc of thofe vitftims being put to death in that maimer, made 
anfwcr as wdl as he could, that it was done by the Indians of Culva or 
Culchua, meaning the Mexicans; but he pronounced this word, Ulua, 
a name which ever after diftinguifhed the place. It was called St. John, 
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partly bccauie this was the day of St. John, and portly in compliment 
to our chief, Juan dc Grijalva. The neighbouring Indians brought us 
Ibme gdld, but in fo triding a quantity as not to be worth mentioning, 
and here we remained fev'en days dcfpcrately annoyed by the mofquitos. 
Our bread now growing veiy had, and our wounded men declining, 
being alfo convinced that the land where we were was a part of the con* 
tinent, and our number having been fo reduced as to be infufheient for 
colonization, it was determined to fend P. de Alvarado to Cuba for a 
reinforcement, which was accordingly done, for our chief was very 
anxious to cftablKh a fd:tlcment, and always (hewed himielf a moft va¬ 
liant officer, the very reverfe of what would be fuppofed, from the 
afperfions call upon him by Gomara. 

From the time of our (ailing the Governor of Cuba had always 
been penfive and untaly as to our fate; at length he determined to fend 
a vcdcl in (ourch of us, commanded by a valiant foldicr named Chrif- 
toval dc Oli: but after De Oli bad failed for feme time in our track, he 
met with a gale of wind which fo (hattcred his vcflcl that he was obliged 
to return to Cuba, without having gained in any degree the intelligence 
he was fent for. This was a great difappointment to Vdafquezi how¬ 
ever he was (bon relieved by the arrival of Alvarado. The difplay of 
the gold (truck jthc governor and all who (aw it with aftonidimcnt; and 
Vclafqucz thought he never could fufficiently (hew his favor to onc^ who 
had brought fneh agreeable intelligence; Alvarado wa^ fcaAed and ho¬ 
nored, and the fame of the newly difeovered and wealthy country was 

diifufed and enhanced through the lilands, and foon reached Caftille. 

• • 

We determined now to extend our difoovcrics as far as circum- 
Aances would j^ermit, and palling by the mountains of Tufta and Tufpa, 
we approached the province of Panuco, thickly fot with populous towns, 
about three or four leagues from tlic coaft j and advancing further, ar¬ 
rived at the river de Canoas, fo named hy us on account of what I am 
going to relate. We were here fuddenly attacked while at anchor by 
ten canoes filled with Indians; they fell violently on the fmallcft (hip, 
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which was commanded by Alonzo dc Avila, and it ieems as if their in¬ 
tention was to have carried her off, for they cut the cable, notwith- 
Aanding the gallant defcticc made hy thoie on board; bur we fent them 
fpceily affifhmcc , whereby the enemy were forced to retreat with a con- 
iidcrable lofs. We then weighed anchor and purfued our route, until 
vre arrived at a very bold point of land, Which the violence of the cur¬ 
rent, £u:cording to the report of our pilot, did not allow us to double; 
whereupon it was determinoi in council to return to the liland of Cuba, 
contrary to the opinion of Grijalva who was anxious to eilablilh a iixde- 
ment, but was oppofed for (cvcral reafons, (uch as the latenefs of the 
feafon, w’ant of provifions, and hardfliips already fuibuned by the 
troops. 

We therefore fet fail upon our return, in w'hich, aided by the cur¬ 
rent, we made way rapidly, and entering the river ofTonala, were 
obliged to delay, in order to repair one of our fliips. This vclTel llruck 
three times in t rolling the bar* bn which the water is (hallow. The 
natives came to us here very amicably, and brought provihons of bread, 
fifli, and fruits. We prclentcd them with beads and cut glafs, defiring 
gold in return, and this being made known in the ncighbourhootl, the 
inhabitants of Guacacualco and other places brought to us what gold 
w'as in their pofleflion. 

It was a cuftom of the Indians of this province invariably, to carry 
fnriall hatchets of copper, vciy bright, and the wooden handles of 
which were highly painted, as intended both for defence and ornament. 
Thefe were fuppofed by us to be gold, and were of courfe eagerly pur- 
chafed, infomuth that within three days we had amongft us procured 
above hundred, and were while under the midakc as. well plcafed 
with our bargain, as the Indians with their gr^n beads. One mariner 
thought he had made his fortune, having purchaied (even of t|;tcm. 1 
recoUedi alfo that a fbldier named Bartholome Pardo entered a temple 
which was on the fummit of a high mount, and there found in a cheft 
feme diadems and collars of gold, and two figures of idols. The gold 
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he kept for himfclf, and prefented the idols to our commandant. The 
ftory however came to the cars of tlie latter, who infilled on having the 
gold, but was induced to le-avc it with the poor man on his paying his 
Majefly*s fifth, and the whole was not worth eighty crowns. 

As this country is infefted by mofquitos, in order to avoid them 
1 went to fleep in a large temple, near which I at this time lowed I'cvcu 
or eight feeds of oranges, which I had brought from Cuba. They 
grew very well, for the pricfls of the temple took care of them when they 
faw that they were uncommon plants. This I mentionj bccaufe they 
were the firft trees of the kind that ever grew in New Spain. After the 
conquefl of Mexico, this province l)cing confidcred as offering the 
grcatcfl advantages, was chofen by mofl of the principal perfons amongfl 
the conquerors, of which number 1 was one; and on my arrival there 
I went in fearch of, and found my young trees flourifhing, and having 
tranfplantcd them, they all did very well. 

We now embarked, leaving the natives very well fatisfied jtvith us, 
and failed for Cuba, where we arrived after a voyage of forty-five days. 
The governor was well pleafed with the gold, ^^•Uieh amounted in value 
to twenty thoufand crowns: but there was much laughter when the fix 
hundred luitchets were produced, and allayedi the governor however 
was on the whole contented, though he appeared for a time difplcafeil 
with Grijalva, which was owing to the unjuft afjierfions of the fwu 
captains, Avila and Monttjo. 

Velafqucz now' wiftiLng to convey to his Majefty the firft .'urcount 
of his voyages of difeovery, and the refult of them, lent his chaplain 
Benito Martinez to Caftille with letters to his patron the Biftiop of 
Burgos, and to the licentiate Juan Zapata, and fccrctary lajpc Con- 
clullos, both of whom w’crc employed in the affairs of the Spanifh fet- 
tlcmcnts in the Weft Indies. With all thefe, who were perfons in 
power, Velafqucz had created a ftrong intcreft for himfclf, by giving 
them rich diftricts in the iflands, preferring thereby his own uitcrcll 
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to that of his Majcfty. Martinez was inftru(5lcd to obtain for the go¬ 
vernor a patent or commiffion to procure gold, and to make conqueifs 
and fcttlcmcnts as he jutiged expedient, through all the newly difeovered 
countries. This he not only completely efleifted, but fuch was the fatis- 
fa<5tion of thofe in power with thccondutH: of Velafqucz, and the proofs 
which he fent of the wealth of thofe countries, that Martinez alfo 
brought back with him a commifljon for his employer, of adclantado 
of the Ifland of I'uba, 
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CHAPTER III. 


Expedition of H, Cortes, A. D. 1513 . 

The Governor of Cuba was anxious to proilx-utc the advantages of 
which the expedition of Grijalva afforded him fo flattering a profpedt. 
For this purpofc he provided ten fliips at the port of St. Jagp, four of 
which had been on the former voyage, and fupplied them with fiich 
provifions as that place afforded, but their full complement of ncccflarics 
and appointments was to be taken in at the Havannah. Great difler- 
cnce of opinion exifted as to the appointment of a chief: Vafeo Porcallo 
a man of quality and related to the Count dc Feria was propofcd, but 
Wlafqucz was afraid to truft his armament with one of his bold cha- 
radler, led hefhould revolt, and declare himlclf independent. Auguffin 
Vermudez, Anthonio Vclafqucz Borrego, and Bernardino Vclafqucz, 
all relations of the governor, ivcrc alfo fpoken of, but the foldicrs were 
in general inclined towards Grijalva. 

Juff at this.timc Andres de Duero, (ccrctary to the governor, ami ■ 
Amador dc Lares, the Contador of his Majeffy in Cuba, made a private 
propolal to a rcfpedlable Hidalgo named Hernando Cortes, a native ot 
Medellin in Eftremadura, and fon of Martin Cortes dc Monroy, and of 
Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, both, though poor, Hidalgos, and of the 
good lineages of that province. Hernando Cortes poflefled a property 
in the Ifland of Cuba, had been twice Alcalde there, and had lately 
from motives of inclination married a lady named Donna Catalina Suarez 
Pacheco, daughter of Qiego Suarez Pacheco of Avila, and of Maria de 
Mercaida a Bifeayan. This marriage brought much trouble upon 
Cortes, and he w'as frequently in confinement by the interference of IJ. 
Velafqucz. Leaving this to be relied more fiilly by others, I will now 
however proceed in my narrative of w'hat took place bctw'een Cortes and 
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the Secretary and Contador. Thefc two officers, the particular confi* 
dential friends of Vclafqucz, agreed with Cortes to procure by their in- 
tcreft with the governor his appointment to the command of the arma¬ 
ment, on condition of his giving them, each, equal parts with himfclf, 
in the treafure which fhould come to his (hare; for the commiffion was 
to be extended no farther than barter and obtaining gold, and not to 
colonization. This being agreed amongft them, the Sccretaiy and Con¬ 
tador took* fuch mcafures, praifing and recommending Cortes, and 
vouching for his fidelity, to Velafqucz, who had flood as father to him 
at his marriage, that they fucccedcd in obtaining the commiffion for 
him, which, it being the office of the fecrctary lo draw it up, was done 
as the proverb fays with very good ink, and fully ratified, according to 
the wifli of Cortes. 

As foon as the appointment was made public, to fbmc it gave fa- 
tisfadlion, and others were difpleafcd at it; and one Sunday, the gover¬ 
nor going as iifiial to imfs attended by the moft refpecflable perfons of 
the town and neighbourhood, he placed Hernando Cortes by way of 
diflineflion on his right hand 5 upon which occafion one Cervantes, 
called the mad, a kind of buffoon, ran before them repeating his abfur- 
dities fuch as, ** Huzza for my mailer Diego, what a captain has he 
chofeni And how foon he will lofe his fleet !’* With much of that 
kind, but all having a malicious tendency. Andres de Ducro who was 
prefent ciifled him, and bid him be filent, faying he well knew that he 
repeated what others put in his mouth, but the rogue perfevered, adding, 
that he would quit his old mailer, and follow the fortunes of Cortes. 
It was certain that the relations of Velafquez hired him to repeat thofc 
things under the colour of folly, and to alarm the governori but all he 
faid turned out literally true. 

Cortes immediately on his appointment pfocmied with the greateil 
activity in making his preparations; he alio dreded and appeared in 
much greater ilate as to his own perfon than before; wearing a plume 
of feathers, and a gold medal in hincap, which ornaments became him 
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ver)'well. His funds were ver)' inadtxjiiate to this expence, for lie was 
much indebted and diftrcfl'cd, although he had a good cflatc; Ix-ing very 
extravagant, both as to himfclf and the drefs and ftatc of his wife; but 
certain merchants, his friends, named Jaime or Jeronymo Tria, and 
Pedro de Xercs, perceiving that he was riiing in the world, and fortune 
likely to favor him, advanced him four thoufand crowns in money, and 
merchandizes alfo, upon his property. With this, he caufed to lx: made 
a iVandard of gold and velvet, with the royal amts and a crofs embroi¬ 
dered thereon, and a latin motto, the meaning of which was, Brothers 
“ follow this holy crofs with true faith, for with it we fliall conquer.” 

It was proclaimed by beat of drum and found of trumpet, that all 
fneb as entered the fervice in the prefent expedition, fbould have their 
fliarcs of what gold was obtained, aud grants of land, 'as foon as the 
conquefl: w'as effected. I muft obferve, that notwilhftanding this was 
announced to be by his Majefly’s commiflion and authority, the Chap¬ 
lain Benito Martinez had not yet returned from Ca/liJlc. The procla- 
'mation however was no fooncr made, than by general inclination, as 
well as the private influence of Cortes, volunteers oflered themfclves 
every where. Nothing was to be feen or fpoken of but felling lands to 
purchafe arms and horfes, quilting coats of mail, making breail, and 
faking pork for fea flore. Above three hundred of us aflcmbled in the 
town of St. Jagof The principal -perfons in the family of the governor 
entered with us; Diego dc Ordas his firfl Major Domo was fent by 
him as a fpy upon Cortes, whom he already began to fufpcifl, although 
lie diflimulated: and F. dc Morla, Efcobar, Heredia, Ruano, Efeu- 
dcro, Ramos dc I^res, and many others were all adherents of the 
governor. 

The relations of Velafqucz flill continual to be much difl&tisficd 
with him, and envious of the fortune of Cortes upon this occaflon ; 
they knew that a bitter enmity had fubfifled lx*twecn the two on account 
of certain circumftances attending his late marriage, and they omitted 
nothing that could be done to induce the governor to revoke his com- 
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Tniffion. Of this Cortes was very -wdl adv'ifcd, and for that rcalon 
took care always to be in his company, and to appear entirdy devoted 
to him. Andres dc Duero alfo warned Cortes to ufe all pofliblc expe¬ 
dition, as he perceived that Velafquez was already wavering, from the 
importunities of his relations. Leaving therefore to his Lady Donna 
Catalina the care of fupplying him with what was ncccflary for his 
voyage, Cortes warned all his captains, mailers, pilots, and foldicrs, 
to be on board at the given time, which having fecn fully complied 
with, he went, accompanied by his friends the Secrctaiy' and Contador, 
to take his leave of Vclafquez, whom he parted from with great politc- 
nefs, and many alTu ranees of fcrvice on both fides. On the enluing 
morning he embarked, being accompanied by the governor to his fhip, 
and fetting fail immediately, our fleet arrived in a few days at the town 
of Trinidad. 

There were in the towQ of Trinidaii at this period very rcfpeiftablc 
and opulent Hidalgos, from whom all of us, but Cortes in particular, 
experienced a moil hofpitablc reception. Cortes here planted the royal 
Handard in front of his quarters, and caufed a proclamation to be made, 
inviting volunters, a number of whom, Hidalgos of mofl: refpcdlablc 
families, arid perfons of wealth, immediately joined us ; amongft thefe 
•were the Alvamdos and Alonzo de Avila. 

At the call of Cortes, Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, coufin of 
-the Count de Medellin, Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velafqucz dc Leon 
a relation of the governor, •Rodrigo Rangel, Gonzalo Lopez dc Ximena, 
his brother Juan Lopez, and Juan Sedenu alfo came from the town of 
Santi Spiritus. They joined us in a body, and were rcceival with re¬ 
joicings, difeharge of artilleiy, and all the marks of refpedt and courtcly, 
due to fuch honorable perfons. Provifions were procured from the 
eftates of thefe Cavaliers, and the number of our companions was hourly 
iricreaflng, but it was very difficult to obtain horfes. Cortes ftripped 
himfclf of fomc of his golden orntunents, and therewith purchafed a 
prey mare for lus friend Puertocarrero, whofc means did not permit him 
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to go to that cxpence, and at tliis time a vcflcl arriving with a cargo ot 
proviiicms, the owner immediately waited on Cortes to kifs his liands. 
.and enrolling himfelf w-ith us, Cortes bought both (hip and lading * 
from him upon credit. His name was Sedeno. 

"From the time that we quitted the port of St. Jago, the relations 
of Vdafquez had not ocafed to work upon his mind, in order to induce 
him to fupcrcedc Cortes in the command. ^:Jn tins they were much aided 
by one Juan Millan, an aftrologcr, and conlidercd to be mad. This old 
man, to whom the governor gave an ear, was conftantly telling him 
how Cortes would.be revenged for fome former injuries, upon an occa- 
fion when Velafqucz had throw n him into prifon. Every ad ion of 
Cortes was alfo explained in the moll unfavorable manner, his fudden 
failing was dwelt on, and the fccrct treaty with the Secretary and Con- 
tador furmiled. Velafqucz in confequcncc of thefe reprefentations, font 
two confidential perfons, with politive orders to his brother-in-law the 
Alcalde Major of the town of Trinidad, who was named Francilco Ver- 
dugo, to take the fleet and troops from uuder the command of Cortes, 
he having been fupcrccdcd, and Vafeo Porcallo appointed in his place. 
Diego de Ordas, Francifeo dc Morla, and all the friends and relations 
of Velafqucz alfo received orders to the fame effect. 

Cortes w Hb was well aware of thefe pmcccdings, exerted himfelf 
to fuch eflfetSl, that by promifes ajid other ways, he contrived to bring 
over all thofe upon whom Velafqucz relied, and cfjiccially Diego ilc 
Ordas, to his own interell, which the latter fupported moft cfifet^ually 
with the Ak'alde Verdugo by his perfuafioas and arguments, reprefent- 
ing to him the danger that would refult from any violent mcafurcs. 
Such was the talent of Cortes in making friends, that the very meflen- 
gers fent by Velafqucz with the orders, came over to h'm, one of them 
Pedro LaflTo enrolling himfelf under his command. By the otha 
Cortes wrote to the governor, exprcflTing his attachment to him in the 
ftrongeft terms, his furprife at the ftep that he had been induced to take, 
and his requeft to him, not to let liimfclf be deceived by the mifrepre- 
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icntations of hit enemies, and of the old madman Juan MiUan. Thus 
Cortes continued in his command. The twelve enfuing days were 
paded in preparations; ail the fmiths of the city were emplc^ed in 
making arrow heads for the crofs^bows, and alio engaged to join the 
expedition. 

Cortes perceiving that nothing more was to be done at the town of 
Trinidad, gave orders for the fleet to fail for the Havannah, and alfb, 
that all fuch as cliole to proceed thither by land fhould go under the 
command of Pedro dc Alvarado, who was to receive the volunteers who 
cxpedlcd us in fome lettlements upcm our road. I and about fifty more 
marched with Alvarado; and Cortes, having difpatched one vefiel to 
the liavannah under the command of his friend Juan dc Efcalantc by a 
northern route, embarked, and fet fail with his whole fleet for that 
port, by the South. All the fhips except that on board of which 
Cortes was, arrived at the Havannah without any accident, and our 
land party having alfb reached that town, we were there for the fpace of 
feven days, that wc could not by any means account for his abfence. 
We were very apprehenfive that the fhip was loft in fome fhoals called 
Los Jardincs, and it was determined to fail with three vcflels in frarch 
of it, but as there was no one to command, the time was fpent in dif- 
putes, and fadtion began to exift as to the cfioicc of a fubftitute for 
Cortes, until wc fhould know what was become of him. 'l^’hc pcrfoii 
whd was moft particularly bufy on this occa/ion was Diego dc Ordas. 
At length tlicfc intrigues were put a ftop to by the appearance of Cortes 
himfclf. The fhip which he was on board of had ftruck upon a fhoal, 
but being near the land they had got her off, by lightening her of a part 
of the cargo. 

As foon as Cortes arrived, he took his quarters at the houfc of Pedro 
Barba the Lieutenant of Vclafqucz, where he planted his ftandard before 
the door, and beat up for volunteers. He was accordingly foon joined 
by Francifeo dc Montejo, Diego de Soto, one Angulo, Garci Caro, Sfc- 
ktftian Rodriquez, Pacheco, Gutierrez, and Rojas, (not Rojas the 

wealthy) 



( 3 > ) 


wealthy) alio by a lad named Santa Clara, two brothers named Los 
Martinez (k Frexenal, and juan dc Najara, (not the deaf man of the 
tennis court in Mexico,) all pcrfbns of quality, bc(idcs many other 
foldicrs, whoie names 1 do not rccollc<5l. 

Cortes judged it ncccflkry to lend Diego dc Ordas to the edate of 
the governor at Guaniguanico, for more provilions of bread and bacon, 
and with diredfions to wait there for further orders. This he did, 
knowing that during his abfcncc Dc Ordas had rtiewn himlclf by no 
means attached to his intereft. Cortes now brought his artillery which 
conlidcd of ten brafs guns and Ibme falconets, on fliorc, and gave them 
in charge to four cannoniers named Mcfa, Arbcnga, Juan Catalan, and 
Bartholume dc Ulagie. He allb ordered the crofs-lx>u s to l)C in('pc(flcil, 
the cords, nuts, and arrows, to be put in proper repair, and their range 
to be afeertained by trial at a mark; and as the country about the Ha> 
vannah produces much cotton, the foldicrs provided thcmlclvcs with 
good quilted jackets of that material, 

Cortes now began to afiumc (late in his ellablilhmcnt, and to ap¬ 
pear in a high cliaradler. His fteward ol’ the houfchold was one Guz¬ 
man, (not he who took Guatimtrtzin prifoncr,) his chamberlain w-as 
one Rodrigo Rangel, and his Major domo Juan de Caaircs. He ordered 
mangers to lx; fitted up in all the (hips, and (lores of maize and hay to 
be put on board for tlic horles, of which I will now deferibe fucTi as 
paflki over with us. 

Captain General Cortes, had a clKfnut horfc which died in St. 
Juan dc Ulua: Pedro dc Alvarado, and H. Lopez dc Avila, (in part- 
ncrihip) an excellent chefnut mare, for cxcrcile, or fervicc; after our 
arrival in rxiw Spain Alvarado took her entirely to himfclf, either by 
purchafe or by force: Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, a grey mare o( 
good fpced, bought for him by Cortes: J. Vclafquez de Leon, a very 
powerful grey marc oiled La Ral>ona, (dcxkcd tail) well drcllal, and 
of great fpced: Chriilovai dc Oli, a dark cliefnut horfe, tolerably good: 

Francifeo 



( 3 * ) 


I Vancifco dc Montejo, Alonzo dc Avila, (between them) a dark chef- 
nut, not ik fur fcn icc: Francifeo de Morla, a dark chefnut horfe, of 
great fpced and well drcilcd; Juan dc Kfcalantc, a light chefnut horie, 
not good for fcrvioc; Diego de Ordas, a tolerable gr^ mare, but of no 
fpced: Gonzalo Dominguez, an excellent horfeman, a dark*chelhut 
horfe*, very good, and of great fpeed: Pedro Gonzales Truxillo, a good 
chefnut horfe, ami fpeedy; Moron of Vaimo, a dappled grey, well on 
his haunches: Vacna of La Trinidad, a dapple, fomewhat black; this 
horfe did not turn out well; Lares • the good horfeman, a very good 
horfe, bright chefnut, of great fpced: Ortiz the mufician and Bartho- 
lome Garcia who had gold mines, a horfe called £1 Harriero, one of 
the bert: that came over with ns: Juan Sedeno of the Havannah, a chef- 
nut marc which foaled in the Chip. Sedeno was the richeft man in our 
army, poflefling alfo a (hip, a negro, bread, and bacon; fomc of which 
articles were indications of great wealth at that time, for horfes and 
negroes were hardly to be procured for any monty. 

1 muft now revert, to the proceedings of Velafqucz, who was more 
determined than ever to deprive Cortes of the command. He was en¬ 
raged wlien he found that Verdugo had ncgleAcd his orders, and re¬ 
proached his Secretary and the Contador with having deceived him. 
He now therefore fent a confidential perfon named Garnica to his Lieut. 
Pedro Barba at the Havannah, with orders to him, tind letters to his 
friehds Dc Ordas and Velafqucz dc LiCon, earneftly foliciting them by 
no means to fuller the fleet to proceed, but to arreft Cortes, and fend him 
a dole prifoner to St. Jago. The meflenger was no fooncr arrived than 
Cortes knew his bulincls, for he brought with him letters from a friar 
w ho w'as about the governor, to our Chaplain Fray Bartholome de Ol- 
medo, whereby the Secretarj' anc^ontador conveyed intelligence of all 
the fehemes of Velafqucz. Diego de Ordas it has been already mentioned 
had been fent out of the way ; the otlier perfon, Velafqucz de Leon, 
Cortes hatl now brought over completely to his flde, for he was dif- 
plealki with the governor for not having taken, as he thought, proper 
care of him. As to flic Alvarados, Puertocarrero, Montejo, Dc Oli, 
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Efcalante, the two Monjarazes, and all the reft of us, the Lieut. Go¬ 
vernor not excepted, we would w’ith plcafurc have laid down our lives 
for him; fo that if the orders of Vchifquez w'cre concealed in Lsi Tri¬ 
nidad, they were completely fiippreftcti in the Ilavannah, for Pedro 
Barba wrote an anfwcr telling him that he dure not put them in execu¬ 
tion, fuch w'as the popularity of Cortes; and that he was furc if he 
were to attempt it, the town would be facked, and Cortes would carry 
away all the inhabitants with him. Cortes alfo wrote to Velafqucz pro- 
tefting his eternal devotion to his intcreft, and informing him that it 
was his intention to fail on the enfuing day. 

The whole fleet (ailed for the {(land of Cozumel on the tenth 
of February 1519 . Our fliip, which was commanded by Alva- 
raiio, was fent round by the north, under orders to w'ait for the fleet at 
the point of St. .^nton; and Cortes all'o lent dirctflions to Diego de Ordas 
to ilo the fame ; but our pilot negletfted his inftrudlions, and proceeded 
for Ci'zumcl, where vve on this account arrived two days iK’fore the 
refl. As foon as we had caft atKhor otir whole p^ty went to the town 
of Cozumel, which we found abandoned by the inhabitants. We then 
proceeded tt) another place from which the natives fled at our approach, 
but not in fuflicient time to move*<heir efiedls, for we found a quantity 
fowls, and Come iilols, toys, and ornaments of debafed gold in the 
temple of the place, wherewith we returned to the town nc*ar which 
our (hip was at anchor. At this time Cortes and. his ftect arrivcil, and 
the firft thing that he did was to put our pilot Camacho in irons, for 
not having obeyed his orders. He then fent for Alvarado, and gravely 
reprehended him for his imprudence in feizing the property of the na¬ 
tives, telling him that was by no means the way to effetfl any good in 
the country, and he immediately ordered two men anil a woman whom 
they had made priforicrs to be brought before him, and through our 
interpreter Melchorejo, deflred them to call back their countrymen to 
their habitations, and all'ured them that they need be under no appre- 
hcnlions. He ordered all the articles that had been taken to be returned, 
lor the fowls which had been eaten he paid in beads and trinkets, and 
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to each of the three natives' he prefented a fliirt. The people were fo 
fatisfied with this treatment, that on the enfuing day the chief of the 
place and all the inhabitants returned, and mixed with us in fo cafy and 
amicable a manner, that it would have been fuppofed we had pafled our 
whole lives together. 

Cortes now began to take the command upon him in carnell, and 
our Lord was pleafed to give him grace, that whatever he undertook 
he fucceeded in. 

In the three days which we pafled here, Cortes ordered a review, of 
his troops, which* amounted to five hundred and eight, the mariners 
not included. The number of thefc was one hundred and nine. We 
had lixteen cavalry, deven (hips large and fmall, including a brigantine 
belonging to one Gines Nortes, thirteen muiketeers, ten brals field 
pieces, four falconets, and (as well as I recoiled) thirty-two crofs-bows 
with plenty of ammunition. He alfo ordered the artillcry'-mcn to put 
their guns in order, and appointed one Francifeo dc Orozca, who had 
been a good foldier in Italy, his captain of artillery. But I know not 
why I now wafle fo much ink in relating this, for truly he ufed the 
greatefl: vigilance and exadnefs in aH things relating to the fervice he 
was upon. 

Cortes now fdit for me and a Bifeayan named Martin Ramos, in 
order to queftion us as to our opinions of the meaning of the word 
*• Caftillan,** fo frequently repeated by the Indians of Cotoche, when 
we came] with Captain Hernandez dc Cordova; adding that he was 
convinced that it mufl allude to feme Spaniards in that countiy: for 
which reaibn. he queflioned the native chiefs upon the fubjed. They 
all anfwered in the affirmative, and certain Indian merchants then in 
Cozumel afl'urcd us that they had fpoken to than a few days before. 
Cortes was anxious to obtain their releafe, and being informed that 
compenfation would be expeded, he amply provided his meflengers for 
the purpoie. By thefe perfon$ he lent letters to them, and he ordered 
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for this fm'icc two light \'cffds» with twenty crorftbow>men and muf> 
ketcers under the command of Diego dc Ordas. One IJiip was to remain al 
tlic point of Cotoche for eight days, while the meilengers went and re* 
tumeil, and the fecond was to bring the report to Cortes how the 
buhnefs proceeded* 

Th^ places where the Spaniards were faid to reftde, were diilant 
from the point of Cotoche only about four leagues. The letter which 
Cortes fent was as follows, ** Gcntl«ticn and brothers; here ip Co- 
** zttmel I have been informed that you are detained prilono^by aca- 
**. ciquc; I requeft as a favour that you will forthwith join-me. I lend 
•* a Ihipand foldiers, with whatever is neoeflaiy for your ranfom; th^ 
** have orders to wait eight days, but come with all difpatch to me, 
,, from whom you (hall receive cver 3 ra{lillancc and protcOiotr. I am 
** here with eleven fliips and five hundred foldiers, with which I will, 
“ with the a/Tillanccof God, pro<x*ed to Tabafeo, Pontonchan, dec. dec.** 

The merchants of Cozumel to whom this bulinefs was intruded 
being embarked, the fiiips crolTed the gulf, and the letters were in two 
days received by a Spaniard named Jeronimo dc Aguilar, together with 
the beads fent for his ranfom. He immediately waited uponltts mailer* 
who accepted them with fatisfadlion, and gave him his liberty. Aguilar 
then went to his'companioh Alonfo Guerrero, and having made known 
his bufincfs, Guerrero replied to liim as follows: *• Brother Aguilar, I 
** am married; I have three fons, and am a cacique and captain in the 
** wars; go you in God’s name; my face is marked, and my cars 
** bored; what would thole Spaniards think of me if I went among 
“ them ? Behold thefe three beautiful boys; 1 beleech you give me for 
** them fomc of thefe green beads, tuid fay tlut my brother fenr’them 
** as a prefent to nruKKrom our country.** The man’s wife who was 
prefent now became greatly enraged and laid in her language, ** See this 
“ Have how he comes to feduce my hulband!” Aguilar perfeverod in 
advifing the other not to lofe his precious foul for the fake of an Indian, 
or at any rate if he could not part from his wife and children, to bring 
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them with him s but he could not be induced to quit his home. When 
Aguilar f^w that it was impollible to move him, he came with the In> 
dian meflengers to the part of the coail where the (hips had been ila> 
tioned j but they had already failed, for the eight days to, which De 
Ordas coniidered himfelf limited, and one more, tyere expired; and 
De Ordas defpairing the return of his nudi^gers, had gone back to 
Cozumel, ib that Aguilar was forced to return with great forrow to his 
Indian mailer. Cortes was exceedingly difpleaibi at De Ordas, for re¬ 
turning without the Spaniards, or even thoie whom he fent in qucil of 
them. 

♦ 

Certain failors named the Penyates of Gibraleon, were at this time 
accufed of dealing bacon from one Berrio a foldicr, and a general exa¬ 
mination and queilions upon oath taking place, they denied it, but upon 
a icarch, proofs were brought home to them, and notwithOanding 
much interceiTion was made, Cortes ordered feven of them to be feverely 
whipped. 

There was on the liland of Cozumel a temple, and fomc hideous 
idols, to which all the Indians of the neighbouring didritds uilcl to go 
frequently in folemn proccflion. One morning the courts of this temple 
W'ere filled with Indians, and curiodty having alfo drawn many of us 
thither, we found them burning odoriferous refins like our incenfe, and 
(hortly after, an old man in a large loofc mantle afeended to the top of 
the temple, and harangued or preached to the multitude for a confider- 
ablc time. Cortes who was prefent at length called Mclchorejo to him, 
to queflion him in regard to the evil dodtrines which the old man was 
delivering; he- tlicn fummoned all the caciques and chief perfons to 
come to him, and as well as he could, by figns and interpretations, ex¬ 
plained to them that the idols which they worf||ji|>ped were not gods, 
but evil things, which would draw their fouls down to hell, and that if 
they wifhed to remain in a brotherly connedtion with us, they muft pull 
them down, and place in their ftead the crucifix of our Lord, by whole 
afliflance they would obtain good hairvcfls, and the falvation of their 
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fouls j with many other good and. holy reafonSi which he exprcfled 
very well. The prteils and chiefs replied, that they woifhippcd thefe 
gods as their anceftors had done, becaufe they were kind to them; and 
that if we attempted to moleilthem, the gods would convince us of their 
power, by deftroying us in the (ca, Cortes then ordered them to be 
prodrated, which we immediately did, rolling them down fome f^ps. 
He next fent for lime of which there was abundant^ iii the place, and 
Indian maibns, by whom, under our dirc^ion, a very handfome altar 
was cond:rud:ed, whereon we placed an image of the Holy Virgin, and 
the carpenters liaving made a crucifix which was cretded in a fmall cha¬ 
pel clofc to the altar, mafs was faid by the Rev, Father Juan Diaz, and 
lidencil to by the prieds, chiefs, and the red of the natives, with great 
attention. 

The regulation of our fleet was now made by Cortes, and the cap¬ 
tains appointed. The fird or admiral's diip was commanded by Cortes 
in perfon, and the red as follows: The St, Sebadion by P. clc Alvarado, 
the third fhip in fizc by Alonzo H. Pucrtocarrcro, the fourth by F. dc 
Monicjo, the fifth by Chridoval dc Oli. the fixth by Diego dc Ordas, 
thefeventh by J. Velafqucz dc Leon, the eighth by J. dc Efcalantc, the 
ninth by F. dc Morla, the tenth by Efcobar, and the eleventh by Gincs 
Nortes. Pilots were appointed, the night fignals given, and each cap¬ 
tain received his *indru€lioris. 

In the beginning of the month of March, we fet fail, after having 
taken a friendly leave of the natives, who promifed to take care of the 
holy altar and crucifix; and they prefented Cortes on his departure with 
fome fowls and honey. We had failed but a few hours when a fignal 
gun and cry of alarm informed us that the vcflel of Juan de Efcalantc 
which contained the bread for the deet was in danger, having fprung a 
leak. This forced us to put back to the place from whence we had 
failed. On our return there, wc were vifited by the friendly Indians, 
and the caufe of it being made known to them, they immediately 
brought tlicir canoes to aflid us in taking the lading out of the vedel, 
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and wc bad alfa the further ratis(a<3:ion of perceiving on entering the 
temple* that fo far from having done any injury to the holy altar and 
crucifix, th^ had taken care of, and placed incenfe before them. 

The Indian mefiengers and Aguilar hearing of our return, joyfully 
hired a boat and croflfed the gulf to join us. Intelligence of the arrival 
of a large canoe was given to Cortes, by foldiers who had gone 
out to hunt wild fwinc, whereupon he ordered Andres dc Tapia and 
two others to go and fcc who and what thefe Indians were, who cam© 
to us thus without apprchcnfion. Aguilar was not in his appearance 
to be difiinguiflied from a native, and he had hardly the pronunciatioir 
of his own language; his only words at. firft were, ** Dios, Santa 
** Maria,” and “Sevilla.** His colour w'as as dark as a native, and 
he was marked like them; he had a few rags about his IhouUlcrs and 
wadi, an oar in his harkl, and the remnant of an old b<.x>k oi prayers 
tied in a bundle on his Ihouldcr. When he citnc into tlic pixdciicc of 
Cortes, he like the reft of his ccxnpanions fquatted down upon his 
hams, and every one was looking fa: the Spaniard. At length, to the 
enquiry of Cafes he replied, “ Here he is,’* and then coming forward, 
he was immediately fupplied with proper clothing. 

Being queftioned concerning himfcif he informed us that he was 
a native of Eeija, and had been ordained in the chufeh. That eight 
yeafs before, he was wrecked with fifteen men and two women, going 
from Darien to the Iftaundof St. Domingo, at a time of a certain litiga¬ 
tion between one Encifo, and Valdivia. Tlut the vcflci which tlicy 
were on board was ftranded and went to pieces, and with her were loft 
ten thoufand crowns in gold. Thole on board taking to the boat, en¬ 
deavoured to reach the Ifland of Cuba or Jamaica, but were forced by 
the current upon this coaft, where the diftcrent chiefs had divided and 
made property of them. Many had been facrificed, fomc had died of 
difeafe, and the two women had funk a fhort time before under hard 
labour at their mills. He was to have been at one time i'acrificed, but he 
made his cfcapc, and taking refuge with a certain cacique had re¬ 
mained 





maincd with him ever fiiKv; and of the u lu>k'* mirnl)er tlicrc were 
now in exigence, only liiniftlf, and Guerrero. As to his knowledge 
of the country it was very confined, for he n as only employed in pro¬ 
curing wood and water, and digging in the mai/c fields, and hatl 
never been farther from the coad than about four !c;igucs; but lie umler- 
dood that it was very populous. He deferibed Guerrero as cxa»iUy pc- 
fcmbling an Indian, adiiing that he was confidcred by the natives as a 
very brave man, infomuch that when above a year before, three fiiips 
enme upon the coaft at the point of Cotochc, (this was the cxpcdrtioh of 
H. de Cordova,) he planned the attack upon thofe who landed, and led 
the Indians in jxrfon. Upon hearing this^t Cortes regretted much his 
not Ixing able to get him into his hands. 

Aguilar w’as well treated by the natives of Cozumel, who fupplicti 
hhn plentifully with provifions ; he in return cameftly exhorted them to 
continiK Mitlifu! to oiir holy religion, the gootl cfletds of which they 
Ihould foon pcicei\.c, and ilfo advifed them to apply to Cortes for a 
fetter of protetiiHon, which would be of fcrvice to them in cafe of the ar¬ 
rival of other Spaniards on their coaft. This was immediately granted 
them ; and fuch is the tn»e narrative in regard to Aguilar. 

On the fourth of March the fleet again put to fea, and was during 
the night feparated by a gale of wind, but on the next day all the fhips 
joined company cxcx'pt that of Vclafqucz de Leon, which not appearing 
on the enfuing day, Cortes made fail for a certain bay on the coalV, 
w'hcrc, according to the furmifeof the pilot, they found the Ihip, which 
had put in during the florm, and w^as detained there wind bound. Here 
fcvcral of our companions went on fliore, and found in the town liaid 
by, four temples, the idols in which reprefented human female figures 
of large fizc, ior which jeafbn we named this place, Punta de lx. 
Mugcrcs, 

Aguilar faid that he had once been fent fo far witH a load, and tliat 
the town where he refided was about four leagues diflant; he alfo told 
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us that t}ic rcfi<lcncc of Guerrero was not far off, and that the country 
contained gold though in very fmall iquantity, offering to ferve as a 
guide, if Cortes thought proper to fend a party on fhore; to which the 
general replied that he did not come for fuch trifles, but to ferve God 
and his fbvcrcign cflfcdlualJy. Cortes now ordered Capt. de Efcobar to 
examine the bay called Boca de Terminos ; and to leave figns on the 
roaft of his having l)ecn there, or cruize off the bay, till the arrival of 
the fleet, for by the defeription given of the harbour, and the abun¬ 
dance of game, he was inclined to think it an advantageous fltuation 
to colonize. 

4 , 

Efcobar proceeded thither, and on his landing found the grey¬ 
hound which had been left behind by Grijalva waiting for him on the 
fhore, and teftifying his joy at the fight of our people; he was taken 
on bex^rd, and the vcflcl tlien cruized, waiting for the arrival of the fl«ct; 
but a flrong gale of wind from the South came on, and forced her con- 
fitierabJy out to fca, fo that when we arrived there, Efcobar’s fhip 
was no where to be feen. On fending or) fhore however, a letter was 
found, wherein he told Cortes of the flate of the harbour, and country, 
bofh of which he reprefented in a favorable light. We tlicn flood out, 
and in the enfuing day his vcfTcl joined us. At this time we were near 
the point of Pontonchan, the natives of which Cortes and many of us 
v\’ere well inclined to punifh for their conduct on former occafions, but 
it ^'as oppofeti by the pilots on account of the fliallowncfs of the coafl, 
and height of the tides, whereby veflels arc compelled to ride-at leaft 
tu'o leagues out at fca. We therefore continued our \uyage for the 
river of Grijalva. 

On the thirteenth day of March 1519, we arrived with the whole 
armament at the river of Tabafeo or Grijalva. As we knew that it did 
not admit veflels of great burthen we fcle<^|ipi the lighter ones, and in 
then^, together with the boats, our troops proceeded to the fhore, and 
dif'embarked at fhe point of Palmares, which was diflant from the town 
of'labafeo about halt* a league. The borders of the river, which are 
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covered by mangroves, were filled with canoes cemtaining armal In¬ 
dians, and above tw'elvc thoufand warriors had ailcmbled in the town 
of Tabafeo which was at that time poficfled of an extenfive domination 
over the neighbouring diftri< 5 ls. This afl'orded matter of furprife to us 
who had been at this place before, and the reafon of their prelent hof- 
tility we afterwards found to be, that the neighbouring nations of Pon- 
tonchanand Lazarus, (as we named the place,) had reproached them for 
their daflardly timidity, as they confider^ it, in treating amicably with 
us, inflead of attacking us at our landing as the others had done.. For 
this reafon they were determined to take the prefent opportunity of re¬ 
trieving their charadler with their neighbours. 

As foon as Cortes pcrceival what kind of reception he w’as to ex- 
pedt, he dire^ed Aguilar to addrefs himfclf to fomc of the natives who 
appeared to be chiefs, and who w-ere in a canoe w'^hich was then palling 
very near us, and alk them the reafon of thcle holfilc appearanexs when 
we came to them as friends and brothers, adding, that if they were fij 
ralh as to recur to holfilitics they Ihould certainly have caufe to repent it. 
This, and more to the fame purpofc being explained to them, only 
feemed to render them more violent .ggainll us, and they rqdied by 
threatening us all with inftant death if we ventured to approach their 
town, which they had fortified with parapets aud palifades. Aguilar 
then requefted pfirmiflion to procure wood and water, and an interview 
with their caciques, to whom our general had matters of the greatefi 
importance and of a holy nature to communicate, but to this they only 
replied in the fame manner as before. 

Cortes hereupon ordered three guns to be placed in each vcflel, and 
alfo divided the mulkctecrs and crofs-bowmen through them. It was 
rccolledled by us who had been there before, that a naiTow road went 
from the point of Palmares, by fome brooks and marlhcs, to the tow’n 
of Tabafeo. Cortes ordered three foldicrs to watch the motions of the 
enemy, and report to him if they retired to their town ; which they 
Ihortly did. 
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Oil the next morning, after mals, our general detached Captain 
Alonzo de Avila with one hundred foldiers, to march by the narrow 
road already mentioned, with inihiaflions, that as foon as he heard the 
di/charge of the artillery, hefhould attack the town on one hde, while 
the main body did the fame upon another. This being arranged, Cortes 
with his troops proceeded in the vcffels towards the fhore near the town. 
As hxm as thofe of the enemy who were in canoes amemgil the man¬ 
groves perceived that wc were proceeding to the attack, they all {allied 
out, and fuch a prodigious number of them coUei^fed at our point of dif- 
embarkation, that nothing was to be feen around us but armed bolls, 
nor heard except their trumpets, horns, and timbrels. 

Cortes oblerving this, ordered a halt, and that tlic firing fiiould 
not commence* for he wUhed to proceed in a ftrid.ly juflifiable manner. 
He therefore ordered Diego de Godoy a royal notary, formally to re¬ 
quire them to permit us to fup|>ly ourfelves with wood and water, and 
Ijxak to them as wc were in duty bound upon what concerned the fer- 
vicc of our God and King, warning them, that in caiie of violence thqr 
'Were anfwerablc for all the mtfehief that rcfultcd. All this, being duly 
■explained to them produced no efi^, they (turned as determined to op- 
pole us as they were before. They made with their drums the fignals 
for a general attack, and to clofe upon us, and theic were immediately 
followed by difcharges of arrows. Their canoes then proceeded to fur- 
round us, and we were compelled to fight them up to our middles in 
water. We were detained a confidcrable time hen^ partly owing to the 
attacks of the enemy with their lances and arrows, partly to the depth 
of the mud on the (bore, from which we could not extricate ourfelves 
but with great difficulty; and Cortes in particular, was obliged to leave 
one of his bufkins behind him in it, and come to land barefooted. Wc 
were juft at that time in very great difficulty, but as ibon as wc got to 
the dry kind, with our general at our head, calling upon St. Jago, we 
fell upon the enemy, and forced them to give a little ground. They then 
fell back behind .ftane circular works conftruefted of large timber, until 
wc alfo drove them from thence, and entered by certain fmall gateways 
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into the town. Wc then drove them before ns up the ftreet to a fecond 
barricade, behind which they ported themlclves, fronting us valiantly, 
\\ hirtling, and rtiouting, “ A 1 calachioni,** or kill the captain.** While 
wc were thus engaged, the party commanded by Captain Dc Avila and 
which had marched from the point of Palmares arrived, and joincjd ps 
moft opportunely. He had been retarded on his route, in crorting 
marfhes and breaking down barricades, whereby he arrived at the moil 
convenient moment, for wc had been detained longer than we expeded 
in making the fummons which I have related. Wc now drove the 
enemy before us, though they fought manfidly and never could be. 
made mm their backs, until they arrived at a gre;ir cnclofed court, 
where were fomc large apartments and halls, and three houlcs contain¬ 
ing idols. Here they had collcdled all their cflcdls*, but as they were 
forced to evacuate this lart port, our general ordered a halt, and that 
they rtiould be purfued no farther. 

Cortes took pofTcrtion of the country for his Majerty'and in his 
Toyal name in the following manner. Drawing his fword, he gave 
three cuts wdth it into a great ceiba tree which ftocxl in the area of this 
enclofurc, and faid, that againrt any who denied his Majerty*s claim, 
he was ready to defend and maintain it, with the fword and (liield 
which he then held. Tltis ftep was generally approved of, and it was 
formally witnerted by a royal notary. It gave caufe for fccret murmurs 
however amongft the party of Vclafqucz. In thcle atfbions fourteen of 
our foldicrs were wounded ; I received a flight one, and eighteen of the 
enemy were left dead upon the field. Here we polled ftrong guards, 
and halted for the night. 

On the next day Cortes detached Captain P. de Alvarado with one 
hundred men, to march through and reconnoitre the country for the 
dirtance of two leagues round our port. On this occafion the interpre¬ 
ter Mdehorejo being ordered to attend, it was found that he had tlc- 
ferted on the preceding night, leaving his clothes behind him. This 
vexed Cortes much, as it was to be apprehended that he could convey 
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to his countrymen intelligence very injurious to us. Our general de¬ 
tached a fccond party of equal ftrength and upon the fame duty under 
Captain Francifeo de Lugo. This lafl mentioned detachment had not 
marched far, when it fell in with fcvcral large bodies of the enemy’s 
warriors, who attacked our people on all tides, infomuch that all the va¬ 
lour of De Lugo and his foldicrs could not repulle them and he was 
obliged to fall back, which he how’cvcr did with great regularity, to 
our quarters, fending before him a fwift Indian of Cuba to call for 
fuccour. Alvarado with his detachment had advanced fomewhat far¬ 
ther, to the diflance of above a league from the town, when his progrefs 
was intercepted by an arm of the fea, or river. Being obliged thereby 
to march in another dircdlion, it was the will of God that he fhould 
come within hearing of the mulketry, and tlic intiruments and (houts 
of the Indians with whom De Lugo was engaged. He immediately 
flew to his relief, and the two bodies joining repelled the enemy and re¬ 
treated towards the town, in which we who occupied it had at the lame 
time been attacked by great bodies of the enemy, whom however we 
foon made retreat by the efiedl of our mulketry and crofs-bows, and- 
our good fwords. As foon as Cortes received intelligence that his de¬ 
tachments were engaged, he (allied out at the head of all of us who 
could carry arms, and we met our companions in their retreat, at about 
half a leagues ditiancc. They had loti in the engagement two foldiers 
of the company of Captain de Lugo, and had in all eleven wounded. 
We returned with them to the town, bringing with us three prifoners, 
one of whom appeared to be a chief. We were informed by them that 
Mclehorejo had advifed them to attack us by day and by night, where¬ 
by they would, he faid, deftroy us, being fo few. The native who 
told us this we rdeafed and fent to his countrymen with an amicable 
rndTage, but he never returned, and Aguilar was informed by the others, 
that we were to cxpedL to be attacked by the whole force of the warriors 
of that country. 

When Cortes undertiood the formidable preparations which were 
making againti us, he ordered tlie horfes to be landed, and all the 
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wounded men who were able to march to turn out. The horfes 'w hen 
ftrft brought to land were very dull and torpid, but in the courfe of a 
day the)' recovered their fpirit. Several of our bell and moll alert young * 
men were at this time taken fo ill and weak by an ailment in the reins, 
tliat they could not Hand on their feet, or help thcmfclvcs: we could 
only account for it from their good living in Cuba, and the heat of the 
weather, and weight of their arms. Cortes ordered them to be put on 
board the Oiips, and afligning the horfes to the heft horfemcn, he fur- 
nilhcd each with a brcaftplate with bells hanging to it, and gave his 
cavalry general inllru€lions not to halt, or make thrufts with the lance, 
until the enemy w'cre put to flight, but in their attack to point at their 
faces. He fcle^ed the following officers and foldiers to ferve in thc^ 
cavalry. Chriftoval dc Oii, P. de Alvarado, A. H. Puertocarrero, J. de 
Elcalante, F. dc Montejo, Alonzo dc Avila, J. V. dc Leon, I'rancifco 
de Morla, Lares (called by way of diftin< 5 lion the good hoi-fcman,), 
Gonzalo Dominguez another excellent horfenian. Moron del Bayamo, 
and P. Gonzadcs de Truxillo. This body was commanded by Cortes in. 
perfon. The artillery he put under the command of Mefi, the infantry 
under that of Diego de Ordas, and the colours were borne by Anthonio 
dc Villarocl. Being thus arranged and appointed, our whole force 
took the field early on the morning of the day of our lady in the montlt 
of March, after hearing mafs, and proceeded to the plain of Ciniia, our 
cavalry making*a circuit in order to avoid fome marfhy ground. 

Having marched about a league we faw the enemy in the plain in 
our front, advancing againft us, founding their trumpets, horns, and 
drums, with plumes of feathers on their heads, their faces painted black, 
red, and white, all of tliem bearing defenfive armour of quilted cotton, 
and fhields, and their ofienfive arms confiding of large bows and ar¬ 
rows, lances, two handed fwords, darts, and flings. Their numbers 
covered the whole plain, and they fell upon us furioufly, wounding 
above feventy of our foldiers by the firfl: difeharge of their miflilc 
weapons. One foldier fell inftantly dead by an arrow which pierced 
his car: his name was Saldana. The cnenty then clofird upon and 
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fought with us foot to foot, while we with our cannon, mufleetry, 
crol's-bows, and fwords, maintained our ground firmly. When they 
Tiad pretty well experienced the fharpnefs of our fwords, they drew off 
a little, but it was only to (hoot at us with more advantage; our artil¬ 
lery now however made great havoc amongft them from the manner in 
which they were crouded together, and they w^ at that diftance which 
enabled us to fire at them with the grcatcil advantagebut all could not 
make them give way. 

I advifed Captain dc Ordas to clofc w'ith them, becaufc they feemed 
to be £hy of our fwords, and had the advantage of their mifTile weapons 
when at a little diflancc ; but he objefted to this, obferving that they 
were three hundred for every one of us. However we did advance upon 
them, and as they were unwilling to come wdthin the reach of our 
fwords they yielded ground, and inclined towards a marfh. During 
all this time we were anxioufly looking out for Cortes, and very ap- 
prehenfive that he Jjad met with fome difaflcr. 

I recollect that in this battle, every time that ilic cannon were 
fired, the Indians flioutcd, whiftlcd, and founded their inftruments, 
throwing up fbraw and dull in the air, and crying, ** Ala, lala;** 
this they did to prevent our perceiving the mifehief done by our artillciy 
in their crouded bodies. While we were engaged as f have now de- 
feribed, we were rejoiced a tthc fight of Cortes approaching to our fup- 
port. As the cavalry came round by the rear of the Indians, w'ho were 
intircly occupied in their attacks upon us, the latter did not perceive 
them until they made their charge. The ground being very level, mofl* 
of the horfes a€livc, and the men expert, they now rode through the 
bodies of the enemy as they chofe, and we, encouraged by this fupport, 
reiterated our efforts on our fide. The Indians ftaick with furprife 
thought that the horfe and his rider were one; they were terrified at the 
fight, and in an inflant fled to the adjacent woods and maifhes, leaving 
the fldd and vi<5tory to us. 
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Being thus mailers of the held, after taking breath Cortes related 
to us how he had been retaried in his march by lad ground, and the 
attacks of fome bodies of the enemy who had wounded hve of his men 
and eight horics. The cavalry then difmounted, and under a grove of 
trees on the field of battle, wc gave thanks to God and our Lady his 
bkiled mother with uj^ifted hands, for the vidlory which they had 
given to us; in coni«|uenoc whereof, and on account of the day on 
which the battle was fought, a town was afterwards founded on that 
fpot named Santa Maria dc La Vitoria. We next proceeded to take care 
of our wounds, which wc bound up, and thofc of the horics wc drefled 
with the fat of the Indians whom wc found dead thereabout. Wc then 
walked over the field to examine the lofs of the enemy, which wc found 
to amount to upwards of eight hundred, dead or dying of their w'ounds 
by cannon ihots, and thofc of our fraall arms or fwords; alfo where 
the cavalry had charged we found them to lie very thick. For the firfl 
hour of this battle wc could not force the enemy to yield us an inch of 
ground, nor did they until they faw the cavalry coming on them. 

Wc made five Indians prifoners, two of whom appeared to be 
chiefs; the day was growing late, and wc were fatigued ; w^ therefore 
retreated to our quarters, firft burying two of our foldicrs, who were 
killed, one by a wound in the ear, and the other by one in the throat, 
and then, after duelling our wounds with the fat of Indians, and having 
placed good guards round our port, wc cat our fuppers, and W'cnt to 
our repofe. 

In his account of this adlion Gomara fays, that previous to the ar¬ 
rival of the main body of the cavalry under Cortes, Francifeo de Morla 
appeared in the field upon a grey dappled horfc, and that it was one of 
the holy apoftlcs, St. Peter or St. Jago, difguif^ under his perfbn. I 
fay, that all our works and vi<5lories arc guided by the hand of our Lord 
jefus Chrifl, and that in this battle, there were fb many enemies to 
every one of us, that they could have buried us under the duff they 
could have held in their hands, but that the great mercy of God aided 

us 
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US throughout. What Gomara alTcits might be the cafe, and I, (inner 
as I am, was not worthy to lx; permitted to fee k. What I did fee was, 
Francifeo dc Morla riding in company with Cortes and the reft upon a 
chefnut horfe, and that circumftance, and all the othcre of that day ap¬ 
pear to me at this moment that 1 am writing, as if adtually pafting in 
the view of thefe (inful eyes. But although I, unworthy firmer that I 
am, was unfit to behold either of thofc holy apoftles, upwards of four 
liundrcd of us were prefent, let their teftimony be taken. Let enquiry 
alfo be made how it happjened, tliat when the town was founded on that 
fpot, it was not named after one or other of thofe holy apoftles, and 
called St. Jago dc la Vitoria, or St. Pedro de la Vitoria, as it was Santa 
jVlaria, and a church cretfted and dedicated to one of thofe holy (aints. 
Very bad chriftians were we indeed, according to the account of Gomara, 
who when God fent us his apoftles to fight at our head, did not every * 
day after acknowledge and return tlianks for fo great a mercy! Would 
to heaven that it were fo, but until 1 read the chronicle of Gomara I 
never heard of it, nor wiis it ever mentioned amongft the conquerors 
who were then prefent. 

I have related how w’c made tw'o chiefs prifoners in the late battle; 
having been kindly treated by Cortes, and exhorted to induce their 
countrymen to come into amicable terms, they were difmift^ for that 
purpofe, after having been prefented with a number of beads, and arti¬ 
ficial diamonds. Thelc Indians faithfully executed their million; and 
to fuch an eftedt, that the chiefs of the province immediately fent 
fifteen of their Haves with their faces befmeared with black, and in 
wretched habits, in fign of contrition for what had pafled, and bearing 
fowls, roafted fifh, and maize, as a prelent. Cortes received them 
with kindnefs, but the interpreter fpeaking fomewhat angrily to them 
faid, that it was with chiefs, and not with (laves that we were to treat. 

On the enfuing day thirty Indians of rank came in good drefles 
with another prefent, and to requeft permiftion to inter their dead that 
they fliould not be eaten by lions and tygers. This being granted 
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flicm, they proceeded to bum and inter tlie bodies. They alfo informed 
us that on the next day we (Hould leoeivean cmbaily to treat concluHvcly 
of peace. Accordingly, at the time mentioned, ten chiefs richly drcHcd 
arrived with much ceremony, and falutcd Cortes and the reil of us t they 
brought with them veflids of inccnle which they oflered to us, demand¬ 
ing pardon for the pail, and declaring their good intentions in future. 
Cortes affuming a grave countenance told them they deft^rved death for 
tlielr ncgltsil of our former oders of peace; but that our great Monarch 
Don Carlos had enjoined us to favour them fo far as tlicy fhould deferve 
it, and in cafe of their adopting a bad line of condu<St, they (hould again 
feel the cffcdl of our vengeance. He then caufed a cannon to be hied, 
the noiie of which terrified them, whole imaginations %vcrc under the 
impreflion of its being a living creature; and the noife of the ball in the 
neighbouring wootls confirmed them in their way of thinking. One 
of the mofl fpirited of the horfes was then brought into the apartment, 
and it being fo contrived that he fliould (how himfelf to the grcatcfl ad¬ 
vantage, his apparent herccnefs, and hts ad;ion, flruck the natives with 
awe. Shortly after this twenty Indians of burthen arrived bearing pro- 
vtfions for our ufe. Cortes converfed a long time with jhc chiefs, who 
at length took their leave, highly contented with the rcfult of their vifit. 

On the enfuing day we were vifited by many chiefs of the neigh¬ 
bouring diftri<fls,' who brought with them prefents of gold wrought 
into various forms, fomc rcfcmbltng the human face,' others of animds, 
birds, and bcafls, fuch as lizards, dogs, and ducks. Alfo three dia¬ 
dems, and two pieces in form like the foie of a fandal, with fomc other 
articles of little value, nor do I recoUedb the amount of the whok*. Th^ 
alfo brought fomc mantles of very large fize, but that part of the pre- 
fent which we held in the higheil eflimation was twenty women, 
aunong whom was the exq:iknt Donna Marina, for fo (he was called 
after her baptifm. Cortes thanked the chiefs for their viiit, but caufed 
it to be intimated to them, that the certain indication of peace was, the 
return of the inhabitants to their town, which by their authority he 
expedit'd to f43e done within two days, and this was accordingly com- 
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plied with in the time prefcribed. They alfo on being called on to re¬ 
nounce their idolatrous worfhip, declared a ready ailent upon that point. 
Cortes explained to them the mylleries of our true faith, and thofe parts 
of it which are rcprefcntcd in the crucifix, and the image of our Holy 
Virgin. To this the caciques -replied that they admired the ** Teclc- 
** ciguata/* which in their language fignifi^ a great princefs. 


When thele people were queflioned as to their hoflilities againil 
us they excufed thcmfelves by faying, that they had been inftigatcd 
thereto by the cacique of Champoton, and alfo by our Indian inter¬ 
preter who dcfertcd from us. This man Cortes was very anxious to 
lay hands on, but to his enquiries concerning him the anfwcr was, that 
he had fled: it came to our knowledge however afterwards, that he had 
been facrificed. Being queftioned as to the place where they obtained 
their gold they replied, that it was on the weft, and they frequently 
repeated, ** Culchua,” and “ Mexico,” words, the fignification of 
which uas at this time unknown to us. Wc had here an interpreter 
named Francifeo, who had alfo been with Grijalva; he did not under— 
ftand the language of Tabafeo in the Icaft, but knew perfectly what 
they meant by the word Culchua, which country, he endeavoured to 
explain to Cortes, lay far within the land. 


On the enfuing day, an altar being built and the crucifix ercdled, 
the tpwn of Tabafeo changed its name for that of Santa Maria de la 
Vitoria. The twenty Indian women who had been brought to us, 
were upon this occafion baptized, the Rev. Father Bartholome de Ol- 
tnedo preaching to them many good things touching our holy faith. 
Donna Marina, the principal of them, was a woman of high rank. 


Xvhich ind( 
chriflian w< 



(hewed in her appearance; and thefe were the firft 
New Spain; Cortes gave one to each of his captains, 
and wc remained here five days longer, taking care of our fick and 
wounded. This tinw Cortes'employed in conciliating the natives, re¬ 
commending to them to preferve their allegiance to his Majefiy our 
Emperor, whereby tlrey fhould enfure our protcdlion to them: this they 
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promifcd faithfully to perform, and thefe were the firft of the natives of 
this country who became vaflals to the Spaniih monarchy. 

On the next day, (Palm Simdaj') with the aHiilance of the natives 
a crofs was made in a large cciba tree on the fpot where the battle, was 
fought, in order to aiford a long memorial thereof, for this tree has the 
quality of reproducing its bark. The natives attended at the adoration 
of the holy image and crofs, which we went in procefTion to pay our 
devotions to, on this feilival. They then at our requifition aflided us 
to make our preparations to rc-embark, our pilots wilhing to get far off 
that coaff, which the wind at this time blew ffrongly upon ; and all 
things being prepared, and Cortes having taken leave of the natives, in 
the evening of this day the troops went on board, and on the enfuing 
morning failed for St. Juan de Ulua. 

As we proceeded along the coaff, thole of us who had Ix^n there 
before with Grijalva pointed out to Cortes the different places we faw on 
the land, faying, here Sir is La Rambla, and there Tonala or St. An¬ 
ton : more forward we fticwcd him the great river of Guacacualco, the 
lofty mountains covered with fnow, thofc of St. Martin, and Roca Par- 
tida. We then (hewed him the rivers of Alvarado, and Vanderas, Ilia 
Bianca, and Ida Verde, and clofc to the land Ilia de Los Saerificios, 
and early in the evening of holy Thurfday we thus arrived at the port 
of St. Juan de Ulua. I rccollcdt that while we were pointing out ^hele 
places to Cortes, a cavalier named Pucrtocarrcro came up to him and 
faid, “ It feems to me Sir as if thefe gentlemen who have been here be- 
“ fore are making their exhibition, as it were, here you fee Montelinos 
“ of France, and here you fee the great city of Paris, and here the 
“ waters of the Ducro where they run to the fca. But I fay fee the rich 
“ lands, and look to your meafures!** Cortes very well underffooti the 
purport to w'hich this was fpoken, and replied, “ God give us fortune 
“ in arms like the Paladin Roldan, and for the reff, having you gcntlc- 
" men for foldicrs, I (hall know very well how to a<5l to good cffl-d.'* 
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The ydung native who was baptized by the name of Donna Ma- 
rina» and who rendered fuOh eflent^ fervices in the ^^quel, was the 
daughter of the chief or Prince of Painala, a powerful lord who had 
ieveral diftriiSls fubje£t to him, eight leagues from Guacacualco. He 
dying while this lady was an infant, his widow married another chief, 
a young man, by whom (he had a fon whom thqr determined to place 
in fuc£^<m after them. They therefore gave this girl to certain In¬ 
dians of Xicalango to carry oft ieCretly, and caufed it to be xtimoured 
that (he was dead; which report they corroborated by taking the ad¬ 
vantage of the death of a child about her age, the ^laughter of a Have. 
The people of Xicalango gave her to thofc of Tabafeo, and the latter to 
Cortes, by whom (he was pircf(mted to a cavalier named Alonzo Hcr- 
mndez Pueatocarrero : when he went to CMd Caftillc, Cortes took her 
to himfelf, and had by her a fon who was named Don Martin Cortes, 
and who was a commander of the order of St. Jago. She afterwards on 
our exp«lition to Higucras married a cavalier named Juan Xaramillo. 

Donna Marina had by her birth an univerfd influence and coiifo- 
quence through thefe countries j (he was of a fine figure, frank miuiners, 
prompt genius, and intrepid fpirit; an excellent linguift, and of mofl: 
dlcntial fcrvicc to Cortes whom (he always accompanied. I was ac¬ 
quainted with her mother, and her half brother, who was at the time 
I knew him grownup; they governed their territory* conjointly, the 
fexTond hu(band being alfo dead. They were afterwards baptized, the 
mother by the name of Marta, the fon by the name of Lazarus; this 
I'know, for in the expedition to Higueras, when Cortes paifed through 
Guacacualco, he fummoned all the neighbouring chiefs to meet him in 
that fcttlement; and amewngft many others came the mother, and half 
brother of this lady. She had told me before that (he was of that pro¬ 
vince, and in truth (he much irefonblcd her mother who immediately 
recognifed her. Both the old lady and her fon were tenrified, thinking 
that they were fent for to be put to death, and cried bitterly, but Donna 
Marina dried their tears, faying, that (he forgave them, that at the 
time they fent her from them they were ignorant of what they did; and 
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that (he thanked God, who had taken her from the worHiip of idols to 
the true church, and was happier in having a (bn by her lord and mailer 
Cortes, and in being married to a cavalier like her hufband, than if (he 
had been fovcreign of all the provinces of New Spain. All this I heard 
with my own cars, and fwcar to the truth thereof. Amen. At parting 
(he gave them a very handfome prc(ent of gold, and thus dtfmidcd them. 
This ftory brings to my mind that of Jofeph in Egypt, when his bro¬ 
thers were in his power. Doiina Marina underdood the language of 
Guacacualco and Mexico which is one and the fame, and as (he alfo 
could conveHc with Aguilar in that of Tabalcoand Yucatan, we thus 
acquired a medium of communication with the Mexican language, 
which was an obje^ of great irrqioitaiioe to us. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Arrival of the Armanunt commanded iy H. Carles, at St. Juan de 
Ul‘m, Tranfa£lions and Occurrences there. 

On Holy Thiirfday of the year 1519 , wc arrived at the port of St 
Juan dc Ulua, and Cortes hoifled the royal ilandard. In about half an 
hour, two large canoes called piraguas full of Mexicans fet off from tlw: 
fhorc to vifit the (hip which bore the flag. When thcle people cam' 
on board, they enquired for the lord, or as they exprefs it TlarcMn, 
who was pointed out to them by Donna Mariiu. They the;-, advanced 
to Cortes with great refpedl, and informed him that a fervant of their 
(bvercign Montezuma had (ent them to wait upon him, to know who 
we were, what our bufinefs was, and if we wxrc in want of any tiling, 
in which cafe they had orders to fupply us. Cortes thanked tlicm, and 
having made than a prefent of fome cut glafs, ordered an entertainmcjit 
to be (erved up, after which he declared that the ohjc<fl of liis vifir w as, 
to fee and treat with the people of thofe countries ; that no one fhould 
fuflain any injury by him, and that he hoped they would have caufc to 
be.fatisfied wdth his arrival there. 

On Good Friday wc difembarked the cavalry, infantry, and artil¬ 
lery, on the (and hills of which that coafl is compofed; and having 
polled our artillery, and raifed an] altar, we conftrudlcd temporary bar¬ 
racks. On the enfuing day we were vifltcd by many of the natives, 
who brought hatchets wherewith th^ proceeded to work in making 
the huts, that of Cortes cfpecially, more convenient; they aifu brought 
mantles to guard us from the fun, and a prefent of gold, fowh, bread, 
and plumbs. Thofe who brought them informed Cortes, tliat on the 
next day the governor of the province intended to wait upon him. 
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At the appointed time, on tlic day of the fcafl of the refuircdlion, 
a nobleman named Tcndilc wlio was the governor fpoken of, accom¬ 
panied by Pitalpitoquc afterwards called Ovandillo, and attended by a 
great train of followers bearing varit)vis articles of provifion, with much 
refpe^t and ceremony, advanced, and made three rcvcrcnocs to Cortes 
and the foldiers who were about him. Cortes went to meet and bid the 
two chiefs welcome : he then caufed mafs to be faid, after which the 
tables were pKurvl, and he together with certain of his captains and the 
two Mexican lords, fat down to dinner. Their rcpall ended, and hav¬ 
ing withdraw n together he informed them, that he was the vaiTal of the 
greateft prince in the world, who had fent us thither, to wait upon the 
king of thofc countries, whofe fame had reached him, in order to con- 
tra<i^ a treaty of pcicc and amity, and to tell many things to him of the 
grcatcfl import to \yc known. To this Tendilc fomewhat haughtily 
replied, faying, ** How is this ? You arc but juft: arrived, and you talk 
“ of feeing *''ur monarcii: receive this prefent which he fends you, and 
“ it tir ' tlilok of other things afterwards.*’ He then 

took out of a cheft many pieces of gtikl well wrought, which he pre- 
fented to Cortes, together with ten loads of fine mantles of white cotton 
adorned w ith plumage; and many other things, which, it being fo 
long ago, ] do not recollect. After thefe followed an abundant fupply 
of provilions, fuch as fowls, fruit, and roafted fifli. Cortes in return 
prefented them With artificial diamonds, and requefted that they would 
encourage the natives to come and barter with us, which they promHed 
to do. We afterwards learned that thefe noble Mexicans were the go¬ 
vernors of the provinces named Cotaftlan, Tuftepeque, Guazpaltcpcquc, 
Tlatalteclo, and other diftriifts which had been lately reduced to ftib- 
jedfion under their monarch. Cortes then produced as a prefent for the- 
great Montezuma, an.arm-chair elegantly carved and painted, fomc arti¬ 
ficial jewels c alled margajitas cnvcllopcd in perfumed cotton, a firing of 
artificial diamonds, and a crimfon cap with a gold medal whereon was 
reprefented St. George killing the dragon. Thefe he defired Tendile to 
prefent to his maftcr in the name of our fovcrcign, and to fignify to him 
at the fame time, his requeft to know when he might he permitted to 
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wait upon him. To this the Mexican nobleman replied, that his 
mmarch would be happy to hold an intercourfe with our emperor, and 
that the application (hould be imn^iatcly made, and an anTwo: tranf- 
mitted. 

With this embaffy fomc of the ablcfl: painters of Mexico had been 
fent, who drew reprefentations to the life, of the countenance of Cortes, 
the other captains and foldicrs, Donna Marina, Aguilar, and even the 
greyhounds, guns, and balls. Cortes perceiving this, in order to im- 
prefs the people and their monarch with a formidable idea of our power, 
caufed the guns to be loaded with a high charge of powder, and mount¬ 
ing his horfe, ordered the cavalry down to the wet fands, which were 
hard, to exerciie under the command of P. de Alvarado. He took care 
to call the attention, as it were by accident, of the ambafladors at the 
moment that the guns were fired, and as the air was calm, the explo- 
fion, and noife of the balls through the trees, llruck the natives with 
afitonifhmcnt, ami thclc circumihinces were immediately reprefented in 
the painted cloths. 

Tcndile who was the moft acute of the in appearance, re¬ 
marked at this time a partly gilt helmet with one of our foldicrs, and 
oblervtxl that it refcmblcd one which had belonged to their anceftors, 
and which was placed on the head of their god Huitzilopochtli; he there¬ 
fore exprefled a wilh to carry it to Montezuma. Cortes immediately 
prelcnted it to him, faying at the fame time, that in order to afeertain 
wliat rclcmblancc exifted between the gold of the two countries, it 
W'ould not be amifs to return it filled with grains of that metal, as a fit 
prefent for our Emperor. Tcndilc now took his leave, afTuring Cortes 
that he would fpcedily return w ith the anfwcr to his requeft. The in¬ 
telligence of what had [pafied, together with our prefents, was rapidly 
conveyed to Montezuma by this officer, who was as eminent for his 
fwiftnefs of foot, as for his rank. That Monarch was moft particularly 
Aruck with the fight of the helmet; and it imprefled ftrongly on his 
mind the idea, that we were the men deAined by heaven to rule thofc 
countries. 
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The other lord, Pitalpitoquc, tAablilhcd his* rcfidciicc in a fcn^|>on!ry 
building, at a little diftance froni our camp, hi^ people fupplying the 
table of CoitK with provifions, and the foldicfS fubdiling by barter. 
Thus fix or fcven days palTcd, at the expiration of which time, we one 
morning perceived Tcndilc approaching, followed by upwards of a hxin- 
dfcd men bearing prefents. With him came alfo a great Nb:xican lord, 
who in countenance, feature, and perfon, ftrongly rcfcmbicd Cortes; 
and the rcafon of his being joined in the cml»flly was, that when the 
paituings were exhibited at the court, ewry one was immediately firuck 
with the refcmblance which the portrait of Cortes bore to this lord, 
who was named Quinta!l>or. The likenefs was fo flrong, that whilfl 
he remained among us in camp, w e in fpeaking of them ufed to fay, 

this, and the other Cortes. 

* 

On the arrival of the amlxifliidors in the prefence of Cortes, they 
fondled the ground with their hands and killed them, and with their 
vdlcls of incenfe fumigated him and the reft. After feme conver- 
fation, mats and mantles being fpread out, the prefents were difplayed 
upon them. The firfl was a plate of gold of the fizc of the wheel of a 
carriage, rcprelcnting the fun, admirably wrought, and faid to be worth 
upwards of twenty thoufand crowns; a larger one, equally wrought, t)f 
filver, reprefenting the moon ; the helmet already mentioned filled with 
gold in its native ftatc to the amount of three thoufand crowns, but the 
information we hereby obtained of the value of the mines we eftimated 
at more than thirty tlioufand; thirty pieces of wrought gold reprefent¬ 
ing ducks, very well executed, others in the forms of deer, dogs, lions, 
tygers, and apes ; nvclvc arrows ; a bow with the cord; two rods like 
thofc borne by officers of juftiee, five palms long; ten collars, and many 
other ornaments, all of fine gold, and call, or moulded work. After 
thefc were pro^luced plumes of feathers reprefented in gold, others of 
filver, together with fans of the fame materials, beautiful pcnachcs of 
green feathers, thirty loads of the fineft cotton cloth, with many othtr 
things which I cannbt-now rccollcdt. 
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All theie being laid before Cortes, the ambafladors made a fpeech, 
wherein they told him that with the* fame good will that their monarch 
fent the preient, it was hoped he would receive it, and divide it as he 
thought bcil among theTeuks with him. They alfo communicated to 
him a meiTage from the great Montezuma to this eilcdt; That he re- 
** joiced in the arrive of fuch brave men in his country as the accounts 
** he had received proved us to be ; that he much wifhed to fee our 
** great emperor, and to communicate by a reciprocation of prcients 
** with him; and that he was ready to render us any fcrviccs ; but that 
** as to vifits to his court, they were attended with many difficulties, 
** and he did not wifli for them.** Cortes received this meflage with 
apparent gexx! humour, and preiented each of the ambafTadors with 
holland (hilts' and other articles of fmall value, but replied by obferving, 
that after having eroded fuch a vad fpacc of fca, he could not teturn 
without executing the midion which he had been fent upon, whicli 
was, to fee and fpeak to the Emperor Montezuma in perfon, fuch be¬ 
ing the orders of our great monarch, which he was compelled and de¬ 
termined to obey. The amba(&dors replied that they would convey his 
medage, but gave no hopes of a favorable anfwer. Out of our poor 
means Cortes contrived to fend by them a (ccond prefent; it confided 
of a glafs cup of Venetian manufadlurc, curioufly gilt and wrought 
with figures, three holland (hirts, and fomc other articles. With thefe 
the tw'o ambadadors returned to Mexico, leaving Fitalpitoquc to take 
the charge of provifioning our camp. 

Cortes fixing that thefe uninhabited fand banks infeded by mof- 
quitos were difadvantageous for a fettlement, ordered Francifeo de Mon- 
tejo, with two fmall (hips, to proceed along the coad for the fpace of 
ten days fail, in fearch of a port in a better fituation. Montejo ad¬ 
vanced us fiur as the great river of Fanuco, which he could not pafs on 
account of the violence of the currents. He accordingly returned with¬ 
out being able to report any information, except that twelve leagues 
from this place, he had (^ a town or fortrefs named Quiabuidlan, and 
near it a harbour which appeared jo the pilot to be (k;ure to the north. 
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It H’as afterwardsValled Puerto tkl Nombre Feo from its reiimiblance to 
one of that name in Old Spain. In this expedition Montejo employed 
ten or twelve days, during which time the Mexican lord who was in- 
truiled with the care of our provilions, relaxed (b much* that we began 
to experience great diibefs; our bread grew rotten, and unlclt we were 
fuccefsful in fifhing we might ftar\'c, for the few Indians who occa- 
iionaliy brought fowls valued them much higher than they had done 
at fiift. 

After waiting for fomc time very impatiently, the Mexican am- 
baifador Tcndilc returned, with a prdent of ten loads of the fined mantles 
of cotton and feathers. Montezuma alfo fent four jewels called calclu- 
huis, refembling emeralds, mod highly valued by the Mexicans, and 
various articles of gold, tc» the amount of three thouiiind crowns. The 
two noblemen, Tcndilc and Pitalpitoquc, for the third who rclcmblcd 
Cortes had fallen ill on the road, informed our general that the great 
Montezuma had received his preient with much fatisfaidion, but that as 
to the interview, he could not pcmrtt any more to be faid on the fubjedl. 
That thefe rich jewels each of which, exceeded in value a load of gold 
w'crc intended for oiu* emperor, and that herew'ith all farther intcrcourfir 
with Mexico was precluded. Cortes* though greatly mortified, thanked 
them ^litely, and turning to fomc of us who wxrc prefeiit faid, *' 'I'nily 
“ this is a great monarch, anti rich: w^ith the permifiion ol God we 
“ mull fee him.*’ To which all the Ibldiers replied, that they wCrc 
ready to march. At this moment the hell tolled for the Avc Maria, and 
all of us fiJl on our knees, before the holy crofs. 

The Mexican noblemen being very inquifitive to know the 
meaning of this, Cortes hinted to the Rcj^. Father Bartholomc the 
the propriety of a fermon, fuch as fhould convey to then, the truths ol 
our holy faith. Fra. Bartholome accordingly preached, like an ex¬ 
cellent theologian which he was, explaining the myfterics of the crofs-, 
at the fight of which the evil beings they worlhippcd as gods fled away. 

'1 hefc fubjeds and much more he dilated upon, and it was pcrfcdlly cx- 
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plained to, and undcrftood by the Mexicans, who promifed that they 
would relate all they had feen and heard to their fovereign. He alfo de> 
chred to therri, that amongft the principal objc<^s of our milTion thither, 
were, thofc of putting a ftop to human facrihees, injunices, and idola¬ 
trous worlhip } and then, prefenting them with an iimgc of our Holy 
Virgin with her fon in her arms, he defired them to take it with them, 
to venerate it, and to plant crofles (imilar to that before them in their 
temples. 

A number of articles of gold were now brought in order to barter 
by the natives, and with this we paid for the proviiions, principally 
fi(h, which we could procure j this was our only prefent rcfource 
againft abfolutc want; we were moftly provided with tho/e toys which 
were in requeft among the Indians, and with them we procured the 
gold, which as foon as obtained was paid to our fifhermen, who were 
chiefly the mariners of the fleet. Cortes well knew of this private 
trade, nor did it aflbrd him diflatisfa<5tion, as he confidcred it a fur¬ 
therance of his views, though he concealed his mind upon the 
fubje^t. 

The partizans of Velafquez hbwever began now' to grow jealous 
at this pradticc, and demanded Cortes to make fuch rcgulatr^s as 
fhouM bring all the gold which had been, or wras in future to be pur- 
chafed, into one common flock, under the care of a treafurcr. To this 
Cortes conlented, and named for the purpofc one Gonzalo Mexia. He 
then tiuned to thofe who had made th: application and with an angry 
countenance laid, “ Look you gentlemen! Our companions fufler under 
** want; I therefore thought it prudent to connive at what w'as doing > 
•* all they obtained amounts to a mere trifle, with the blcfltng of God 
■** we have great and fpkrndid profpc6ts before us; it is now proclaimed, 
•* as you have defired; fee if the foldiers will in future be able to pro- 
cure food.” It is upon this tranla<Slion that Gomara relates, that it 
was done as a piece of art by Cortes, to induce Montezuma to think 
that gdid was no obje^ with the Spaniards; but the application for the 
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cafque to be returned filled with gold, iuid other previous circumfiances 
muft have fully convinced him to the contrary. 

One morning at this time, we \vetc difagreeably furprifed by 
cciving that all our Mexican neighbours had quitted us without taking 
leave. This we afhuwards learned was done by the order of Montc> 
zuma, who was determined to permit no more conferences. It fexms 
this monarch was greatly bigott^ to the worOiip of liis idols, to which 
he every day facrifioed boys, in order to obtain diredtions how to a€l. 
Their conunands were, that he (hould hold no farther intcrcourfc with 
us, and they forbid the receptiem of the crucifix in Mexico. This was 
the caufe of the flight of our former neighbours, which gave us an 
alarm and we prepared for hoflilitks. 

One day whilfl 1 and another foldicr were ccntinels upon the lands 
at fomc difiance from our poll, we remarked the approach of five na¬ 
tives, whom, in order not to create an unmeeflary alarm in the camp, 
we fuf&rcd to come up clofe to us. Thefe men falutcd us in a friendly 
manner, and by ligns defired to be brought to our camp, 1 therefore 
left my comrade at the out-podfi, and attended tlKm thither, for 1 then 
had the full ufc of my limbs, far otherwife than at prcfcnt that I am 
worn doTvn and old. When I liad brought them to Cortes they falutcd 
him with great reverence, addrclTing him with the title of Lopil&ucio, 
or lord, which is the fignification of the word in the Totonaquean'lan¬ 
guage. Thefe Indians were very different in their appearance from the 
Mexicans, and they wore in their cars large rings of ftonc painted blue, 
and very fine leaves of gold in their lips. As their language was un¬ 
intelligible to ofur interprtfers, Donna Marina afked in the Mexican if 
any of them could fpeak in t^t dialect; to which two of them anfwcrcd 
in the afKrmativc, and immediately proccetlcd to fay, that their kwd 
had fern them to congratulate us on our arrival; that he would be proud 
to ferve fuch braxc men as he had heard we were, and would have 
waited upon us before, but from dread of the people of Culchua, who 
were with us. In the courfe of converfation Cortes was plealed to find 
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that Montezuma liad enemies in the country; he diimiflbd thefc men 
with preients, and deiired them to aflfure their chief, that he would 
Ihortly pay him an amicable vifit. Thcfe people were ever after named 
the Lopclucios. 

I'hc fands wc liad rennained on during this time, were infefted by 
the fmall mofquito, which is much the molt troublefome of all, and 
under whole attacks it is impoflibc to fleep; our bread was rotten, and 
wc had hardly any thing dfc to cat. The faction of Vclafqucz, and 
thofe who had good plantations in Cuba therefore began to be vciy tired 
of our prelent (ituation, which indeed required fome change, and Cortes 
prepared to proceed to the fortified town named Quiabuilllan. Upon 
this the perfons I have alluded to grew more querulous than before; they 
complained that they fhould be worn down by the attacks of the natives 
of this vaft country, having already loll above thirty-five of our num¬ 
ber, and that it was preferable to return and report to Velafqucz what 
wc had done. To thcfe rcmonftranccs Cortes replied, that liitherto wc 
had no caufc to complain of fortune j that death w as the fate of war, 
and it was our faults if wc wanted while we lived in a plentiful land; 
that it was impoffible to quit this country without feeing more of it, 
and he trufted in God’s affiflancc. This in fome degree calmed, but by 
no rneans cxtinguiflicd the fpirit of the party which had formed itlclf. 

* Cortes had now obtained from Puertocarrero, Alvarado and his 
four brothers, Dc Oli, Dc Avila, Efcalantc. De Lugo, and myfelf, to¬ 
gether with other officers and cavaliers, promifes of our fupport in ap¬ 
pointing him to an independent command, and this w'as fufpc<5icd by 
Montejo who clofely watched all our motions. One night very late, 
Puertocarrero, Efcalante, and De Lugo who was a difiant relation of 
mine came to my hut, and faid to me, “ Senior del Callillo get your arms 
and join us to attend Cortes who is going his rounds.*’ I accordingly 
did fo, and as foon as we had quitted the hut, they tokl that they 
wanted fome .conyqrfation Avith me, which it was not proper for my 
comrades, .w’ho were of the faction of Velafqucz, to hear. One of 
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them then addredGxi me as follows { ** Senior del Caftlllo it is now the 
third time that you have vifited this country to your coft and lofs j 
" Cortes has deceived us ; he find in Cuba that he had powers to 
•* eflablifh a colony, whercas they went no farther as at prefent appcsirs 
** than to traffic, and now we arc to return to Cuba and affigti all our 
“ wealth over to Vclafqucz. Here arc many of us detcrmincel to take 
“ poflTcffion of this country under Cortes in his Majefty’s name, and 
** until his royal pleafure is known: Cortes fhafll bcclctflcd our general, 
“ and we expe^ you will give him your vote.” To all this 1 mofi. 
heartily and immediately aflentcd, and we went through the tlificant 
huts thus canvafling for Cortes. The affair was foon known to the 
party of Vclafqucz which was much more numerous than ours; they 
immediately went to Cortes, and haughtily defired him to defiA: from 
thefc underhand proceedings; they told him that it was his duty now 
to return to Vclafqucz who had fent him, and that we were not by any 
means provided for the cAablifhmcnt of a colony. To this Cortes 
mildly replied, that as iiA duty Imund he woultl inAantly return; but 
we who were of the other party now exclaimed againft him for having 
deceived us in aflerting that he hail a commift'um to colonize, whereas 
tt appeared that it went no farther than barter; adding, that we de¬ 
manded a fulfilment of his original engagement with us, as ncceflary 
for the fervice of God and his Majefty. That once we were fettled 
more foldicrs would join us, and that Vclafqucz had drawn us to our 
ruin, by inducing us to come here in hopes of a fcttlcmcnt, and difap- 
pointing us; and we concluded by faying, that thofe who chofe to re¬ 
turn to Cuba w’erc welcome to do fo. 

We then infifted on Cortes accepting tlic command of us who wen- 
determined to try our fortunes in this new country, for the Icrvice of 
God and his MajcAy; he for feme time refufed, hut at length acceded, 
for as the proverb fays, “ You alk me that, to which I have already got 
my ownconfent,” and thus lie was appointed our captain general, and 
fupreme magiffrate. The Worft part of the bufinefs was, the power 
which we gave him, to draw for himfelf, one fifth of all the gold after 
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that of his Majcfly was dcdu(5tcd. However with all thcfe authorities 
, and privileges he was formally inverted, before a royal notary, Diego dc 
Godoy. It was now determined to proceed immediately to the founda^ 
tiort of a fettlemcnt and town, which wc named Dc la Vera Cruz, bc- 
caiifc we arrived here on Holy Thurlday, and diiembarked on Good 
Fritiay, and we called it Villa Rica, from the words of a cavalier, who 
laid, “ Behold the rich lands.” Wc alfo appointed civil magirtrates, 
the two firft alcaldes ^ing A. H. Puertocarrero, the cavalier I have 
juft alluded to, and Francifeo de Montejoj the latter was no friend to 
Cortes, and it was for that rcafon he was from policy appointed to this 
fituation. A gallows was erc<51:ed in the fquare of the town, and ano¬ 
ther at Ibmc dirtance out of it. Pedro de Alvarado was appointed cap¬ 
tain of the expeditions, Chriftoval de Oli maertre dc campo, Juan dc 
Efcalante Alguazil mayor, Gonzalo'Mcxia treafurer, Alonzo dc Avila 
contador, and one Corral fhindard bearer, for Villarod who had held 
that rttuation was difplaced, on account of fomc umbrage Cortes had 
taken againft him about an Indian wonuin of Cuba. Ochoa Vifcaino, 
and Alonzo Romero, were appointed military alguazils. If it is aiked 
now', why I do not name Gonzalo de Sandoval that valiant captain, 
who was noticed by our gnat monarch the emperor, I reply, that he 
was at this time a {tripling, and had not acquirexi the fame in arms he 
• afterwards obtained. 

The rteps which wc had taken enraged the faction of Vclafquez 
beyond all meafurc; tlicy were almoft ready to break out into adts of 
violence, and uttered the mort mutinous expreflions. Juan de Efca- 
lantc now, having previoufly concerted the meafurc with Cortes, de¬ 
manded in the name of us all, a fight of the infhaidkions given by Vc- 
lafqucz. The tenor of them was as follows; ** As foon as you fliall 
■** have procured the utmoft quantity of gold that is to be had, return/* 
Wc reqticrtcd this inftrument, in ortlcr thftt the whole of the proceed¬ 
ings fhould be laid before his Majefty; a neccffairy precaution as after¬ 
wards appeared, from the rteps which were taken againft us by the 
Bifhop of Burgee and Archbiihop of Roflano, Don Juan Rodriguez 
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dc Fonlcca, for fo he was named, who widK^l, throughout, to dcAroy 
us all. 

The adherents of Vclafqucz now declared, that they would not re¬ 
main under the command of Cortes, but would return to the Ifland of 
Cuba; to which Cortes replied, that it was not his wilh to detain any 
one contrary to his inclination, even though he fhould remain alone. 
This pacified many, but Juan V'clafqucz dc Leon a relation.of the Go¬ 
vernor of Cuba, Dk'go dc Ordas, Efcobar who had been his page, Ef- 
cudero, and others were not to be reconciled; fo that Cortes was obliged 
to arreft them, and keep them for a time in irons. 
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CHAPTER V. 


The Spanifh Army advances into the Country, 


The wants we experienced now required feme relief, and Alvarado 
was accordingly lent with a hundred foldiers princijKilly of the party 
of Vdafquez, to fearch the country, and procure maize, and other pro> 
viHons; for it was thought moft politic, that the whole of thofb who 
were f^jends to Cortes (hould remain with him. It. mull be obferved 
that this neighbourhood where the language of Culva was fpoken, was 
dependent upon Mexico. Alvarado proceeding on his expedition, 
marched to (bmc fmall villages, dependencies of the diilrid, named 
Coflitlan, which the inhabitants had quitted a (hort time before his 
arrival. In their temples he found the bodies of men and boys lately 
facrificed, the Hones on which the horrid ceremony was performed, and 
tlie knives yet fmoking; the limbs were fevered from the bodies, and 
taken away, as pur people were infonned, to be eaten. Thefc fhocking 
fcencs aflonilhcd our foldiers, but wc every where as we proceeded 
through the country found limilar ones. In thefc villages they obtained 
abundance of provilions, of which they Hripped them, without doing 
further damage, by the Hri€l orders of Cortes, and returned with two 
prifoners to our quarters, where wc rejoiced in the novelty of good fare: 
for, as the faying is, all hardfliips and misfortunes are fupported with 
a hearty meal. 

The addrefs and adlivity of Cortes made him daily acquire an 
intereft amongft the former adherents of Vclafqucz, fome with gold 
which breaks the folid rocks, and more with promifcs were fucccflivcly 
drawn over to him. He firft brought his prifoners from the (hips 
where they had been in confinement, and in a few days rcleafed them 
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entirely, attaching tltcm iincerciy to Iiis intercfl, aitJ all by tlw {bftening 
effects of gold. 

Wc now proceeded to the fortrefs of Quiabuiillan, and on our 
march thither along the coaAa 1 recollcdt that ^ pafled a great fifli 
which was left behind by the tide. Wc then arrived at a river where 
the prefent town of Vera Cruz is built, and croflixi it to a village on the 
oppofitc fide. The diftrid: was fubjedt to the great town of Ccmpoal, 
to which the five Indians bdonged who vifited us with golden orna¬ 
ments in their under lips. In fomc temples wc found the inftruments 
and remains of human facrificcs, much plumage of parrots, and books 
of the paper of the country, folded in the manner of cloth of Caftillc; 
but the n-itivcs had all fled, and no provifions were to be found. 

Wc now quitted the coafl, and llruck into the country towards the 
weft, where, in fomc large plains without any beaten track, wc faw 
herds of deer feeding- Alvarado with his fwift chefnut marc gave 
chacc to one of them, which he wounded with his lance, but the ani¬ 
mal cfcapcd from him into the woods. Juft at this time twelve Indians 
came to us, bearing provifions; they had been fent by their chief with 
an invitation to go to his town, which was diftant one day’s journey. 
Cortes thanked them, and wc proceeded on, to a town where wc halted 
for the night. Wc found here the remains of human facrificcs, both of 
men and women, with the repetition of the further details of whicli, 1 
will not tire the reader. 

Early in the morning wc proceeded under the condiuft of our 
friendly Indians, and lent forward to the chief of Ccmpoal to inform 
him of our approach.. When we came within a league of the place, wc 
were met by twenty principal perfons, who prefenting Cortes and the 
cavalry w'ith very odoriferous flowers tied in bunches, told him, that 
they came with an excufe on the part of their chief, who was fo 
fat and unwieldy that he was not able to come out, but had lent them 
to invite us to his town. Cortes thanked them, and wc proceeded.- 
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When we entered, we were furprifed with the beauty of the buildings 
and fituation, and the various plantations of trees. All the Greets as we 
paHcd were filial with men and women, attradled by curiofity. Our 
advanced guard having gone to the great fquare, tlK buildings of which 
had ban lately whitewalhcd and plaiilered, in w hich art thefe people 
arc very expert, one of our horfemen was fo Aruck with the fplendor of 
their appearance in the fun, that he came back in full fpeed to Cortes, 
to tell him that tlie walls of the houies were of filver. When we came 
to know the reality we all laughed heartily at him, and ufed in future to 
fay that every thing that was white, w^s filver in his eyes. Thclc 
buildings were appointed for our lodgings, and large apartments afligned 
to us, which contained the whole; and here the fat cacique, for fo I 
am in future to call him, came to pay his refpefts to Cortes. The}' had 
provided an entertainment for us, with balkcts of plums, and bread of 
maize. We were well plcafcd wdth our fit nation, and named the tow n 
Villa Viciofa; though Come called it Seville. Cortes ordered that the 
foldicrs fiiould give no umbrage to the inhabitants, and that w’c fliould 
for that rcafon remain in our quarters. 

As foon as the fat cacique underfiood that we had dined, he figni- 
fied to Cortes his intention of w'aiting on him, which he fhortly after 
did, attended by many of the principal inhabitants, dreffed in rich 
mantles, and ornamented with gold. Cortes went out to meet them 
with great ceremony, and having embraced the fat cacique, the latter 
ordered a prefent to be brought, compofal of gold and mantles, but of 
little value, which he offered to Cortes, faying,'** Great lord, receive 
•* this preient kindly, for if I had more it fiiould be yours.** Cortes 
anfwcred that he would repay it with good works, and defired to know 
what ferviccs he could sender him, having been fent by the emperor 
whole valTal he was, to redrefs wrongs, punilh the wicked, and pre¬ 
vent the facrifice of human fouls. He then faid many things to him 
concerning our holy faith. As loon as the fat cacique had heard them 
out, giving a dap figh, he complained bitterly of Montezuma and his 
cUicers, faying, that having lately been compelled to fubmit to the 
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yoke of that monarcli, he had feized all his gold, and now lurid him 
completely enthralled. 

Cortes promiicd that he would foon take fiich mcafurcs as Oiould 
free him from the tyranny he complained of. The cacique tha» made 
a very difcrect anfwer, and they parted for the prefent. On the enfuing 
day ue quitted this place attended by aboyc four hundred Indians to 
carry our baggage. Thele perfons arc called Tamcncs: they carry a 
burthen of about fifty pounds for the fpacc of five le-agues, where they 
arc relieved; and we underftood that in peaceable and orderly times, in 
thel'c countries, each cacique was obliged, on demand, to provide them 
through his diflri^. At night we arrivcti at a village hanl by the 
town of Qiiiaviftlan, where we found a good fupper provided for us 
by the care of the fat cacique. 

At ten o’clock in the forenoon of the enfuing day, we entered the 
fortified town of (^uiavilUan, fituated upon a ickK of very difficult 
afeent, with our artillery in the front. 'J'hough 1 may Ik charged with 
breaking in upon my narrative to relate old (lories, I mufl mention, 
that as we were marching up to this place. Captain A. dc Avila, an ill- 
tempered man, being angry w'ith a foldicr named Villanueva for^hreak- 
ing his rank, gave him a thruft of his lance in the arm which kmcd 
him ever after; he was therefore in future called Villa nueva cl Man- 
quillo. We advanced to the middle of the city without any rcfiflance, 
or even meeting an individual ; but on approaching the temples, which 
were upon the principal fqiiarc, we (aw fifteen perfons drefled in rich 
mantles, who approaching Cortes prelentcd him with incenfe, and 
apologizing for the abfence of the people, through fear, invited us to 
repofe ourfelvcs, and promifed that before night the inhabitants fhould 
return. Cortes informed them of that which related to our million, in 
the fervice of our great emperor, and holy faith, and prefenting them 
W’ith feme trinket^^, defired that they would lettd us a fupply of pro- 
vifions, which they inllantly did. 
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C»rtes was now informed of the approach of the fat cacique, who 
fhortly appeared, borne in a litter by his principal nobility; and on his 
arrival, he immediately joined with the chiefs of this place, in bitter 
complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma; one of the heaviei^ articles 
of which was, his demand of their children for the purpoies of facriiice, 
or (lavery; and thqr aiferted that this was the pradicc, with many 
other a<fls of outrage committed by his officer, through the whole of 
the country where the language of Totonaque was fpoken; a tradl 
%vhich contained above thirty towns. Cortes confolal.them, promifing 
redrefs, and whilft they wx-re thus converfing a perlbn came to inform 
the chiefs, that there were juft then arrived five Mexican officers, or 
collectors of tribute. This intelligence drove the colour from the cheeks 
of all the natives, and they went trembling, to receive them, leaving 
Cortes quite alone. 

For tlicfe officers lodgings were prepared with the.greateft difpatch, 
and chocolate got ready for their rcfrefhment. As they went to their 
apartments they palled us by with great ftate, not deigning to call a 
look upon Cortes. They were dreffid in mantles elegantly wrought, 
and drawers of the fame; their hair Ihining, and as it were tied at the 
top of the head, and each of them had in his liand a bunch of roles, 
which he occalionally finclt to. They were attended by fervants who 
fanned them, and each of whom carried a cord and a hooked Hick. 
Th<^’ were al lb attended by a numerous company of the principal per- 
fons, who did not quit them until they .had taken their refrdlimcnt, 
after which they fent for the fat cacique, and thofe of this place, and 
gave them a fevere reprimand for receiving, and.entertaining us, contrary 
to the will of their fovereign, Montezuma; and having uled many 
threats of punilhment, they concluded with a demand of twenty men 
and women to facriftcc to their gods, in order to expiate .the oflencc. 

This being made known to our general he acqumnted the caciques, 
that in conformity to his duty, he deemed it properm Icize the perfons 
of thefe officers, until tlicir lord, Montezuma, Ihould be informed of the 
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tyrannies they committed on his fubjedls. This propofal terrified and 
aflonifhed the chiefs, and thpr at firfl refufed to lay hands on them, 
but'Cortes \%'as determined, and caufed them to be feized and fallcncd 
by the neck in a kind of pillory made of large flavcs and collars. They 
were fo fixed as not to be able to ftir, and one of them alfo being refrac¬ 
tory was beaten foundly, Cortes then proclaimed that neither tribute 
nor obedience fhoiild be paid to Montezuma, and this he ordered to bo 
made univerfally known through thefe diAri^s, and alfo, that wherever 
he fhould hear of any officers of Montezuma coming, he would fend 
for and arreft them. The intelligence of thefe mcafurcs foon fpread 
through the country, which the natives faid were to be attempted only 
by fuperior beings, or Tcules, the name which they give to their idols, 
and by which they henceforward diAinguifhed the Spaniards. 

The chiefs were now violent to facrifice the officers, whom lx:forc 
their arreft they hardly ilared to kx)k at; and this they faid was in order 
to prevent them frf>m conveying intelligence to Mexico; but when it 
came to the knowledge of Cortes, he prevented it by takitig them into 
his own cuftody, and putting them under a guard of foldiers. At mid¬ 
night he caufed two of them to be untied, and brought lecrctly into his 
prefence; when they came before him, he alkcd them, as if ignorant 
of what had happened, what country they Ixrlonged to, and why they 
were kept prifoners. They anfwcrcd, “ That they had l)ccn feized by 
the caciques and people of that town, who were favored and engou- 
**^raged in it by him and us.” To this Cortes replied, “ That he 
'* knew nothing of it, and was very forry for what had happened.” 
He then caufed food to lx: brought to them, and treating them with 
great kindnefs, defired that they would go and inform their fovcrcigri 
how' much he wifhed to be his friend and fervant. He al/b promiftd 
that he would rclc-alc their companions, and reprimand tlr: caciques for 
what they had done. He then ikhrcd them to go away as faft as they 
could, but they informing him that it would be their dcftrudlion to at¬ 
tempt to pafs through the country, he lent them by a boat with fix 

/ktJors, 
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Tailors, who haul orders to put them oii (here beyond the tcrritoiy of 

Ccmpoal. 

In the morning, when the caciques found that two of their pri- 
foners w^crc flown, they were very determined on facrificing the refl, 
but Cortes aflumlng the appearance of great difpleafure at the lofs, or¬ 
dered a chain to be brought, in which he. lent the remainder of the 
Mexicans to the fliips, and this he did to get them out of the power of 
the others, for as foon as they wxrc on board he relcaP'd them, wdth a 
promife that they fliould foon be permitted to return to Mexico. i'lic- 
c-aciques now rc\'crted to Cortes for advice how they fhould a^l, as 
Montezuma muft inevitably know the manner in which lii oflicers had 
l)ccn treated, and w’ould in cpnfequcnce ovcrw-hclm them with his great 
armies5* to which Cortes with a cheerful countenance replied, rliaf 
he and his brothers there would guard them againl> dl auaeks. 
The caciques on their part offered to fupport us with all (lirir powrr,., 
and they at this time entered under allegiance to his Majeffv before 
Diego dc Godoy the royal notary, and caufed proclamation tlicrcof to he 
made through the province, the people of which rejoiced in the exemp¬ 
tion from the vexatious demands of Montezuma’s ofHcci s. 

The ftrong alliance which we had now made, induced us to loll; 
no time in cftablifliing our fcttlcmcnt in lb advantageoiis a fituation. 
For the feite of our town w'e chofc a plain, half a league from the fortrefs 
where we now were; and tracing out the foundations of the church, 
fquarc, arlenal, and fort, we raifed all the buildings to the firft ftory, 
and alfo the walls and parapets of the fort, with loop holes and barba- 
cans. Cortes w'as the firlj to carry earth, or ffoncs, or dig in the foun¬ 
dations; and his example was followed by all the officers and foldiers, 
fomc digging, and others making the walls of'clay, bringing water, 
and at the kilns making bricks and tiles; others fccking provifions or 
timber, and the Imiths preparing the iron work. In this manner we 
continued, until, w'ith thcalliftancc of the natives, we had nearly coni- 
plctcid tlic < hurch, houfes, and fortrcllcs. 


At 
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At this time, it appears, the p;r(Mt Montezuma I'cctivcvl intclh- 
crcncc of the manner in which oMioers had been treated, and of the 
rebellion of the provinces. He u.is much aimgeil with Cortes, and 
had orilercd two annics to march, one to puniih Ids refractory fubjccts-, 
the other againA us, Init wlten they were nady to let out, the arriv'd ol 
the two officers whom Cortes l\ad releafed, and the account of the man¬ 
ner in which they had been tit‘ated while in our power, afluaged his 
luigcr, and induced him to fend us a pcacciiblc mcffiigt*. For this pur- 
polo he fclcded two of Ids nephews, whom he fent to us under tlic 
fiu-c of four old noblemen of firft rank alxnit his court, with a pre- 
fTJt t>f g«dd, and mantles, worth two thoufiind_ aowns, and all’o to re¬ 
turn hi.s thanks to Cortes, for the civility Ihewn to his officers; but 
adding a complaint of his having inAigatetl thefc people to tlirow off 
tlicir allegiance, for which he would at a future opportunity punifli 
flK-m, though he refrained from doing fo at the prclent, on account of 
our Ixing amongrt them; hepiufe he was eonvitKvd that we were thofe 
• >t w iion'i the aneient prophecies had fpoken, ;uid that we were of the 
lame anceftors with himfelf. C(^rtes infmned the ambailadors, that 
he and all of us were the moft humble fervants of the great Montezuma, 
for whom we had taken care of thofe officers, three of whom were now 
t>n hoard of our fliip , and thefe he ordered to Ik immediately brought 
and delivered to their friends. 

Cortes then complained of Montczunvi, anil the uncivil flight ol 
his officer the governor, faying, that was the rcafon of liis nt>w coming 
to this country, where he had received much kindnefsj hoping what 
had palT'id would be pardoned, and that as to tribute, it was not pof- 
fible to ferve two mafters, and the people of thefe provinces were now 
the valTals of our Jord the emperor; but that he expe^ed foon to wait 
on the great Montezuma, and then every thing Ihould be done to his 
fatisiadlion by us. He prefented the young princes' with glafs diamonds 
and beads, and treated them with much honor, ordering the cavalry 
oiji to exercife in their prefence, a light which aftbrded them great fa- 
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tisfa( 5 tion s after which they returned to Mexico, very well contented 
with their vifit. 

Cortes at this time lofb his horfe, whole place he ’fupplied by that 
called El Harriero: he was a dark chefout and one of the bell that were 
brought to New Spain. The embally lent by Montezuma had the 
greatdl tSeSt on the people of thofe'countries, for faid they how formi¬ 
dable mull thofe Teulcs be, whom even the great Montezuma fears !1 
> 

The fat cacique now waited on jCortcs, to complain of the out¬ 
rages committed by a garrifon of Mexican troops which occupied a 
town called Cingapacinga, nine leagues dillant from the place where 
we were. After fome conlideration, Cortes laughing laid to thofe about 
him, ** Gentlemen you fee that thefc people ellecm us to be a fuperior 
** race of beings, let us* encourage the prejudice, and imprefs them 
** with the idea that one of us is enough-to drive an army before him. 
** For this purpofc I will fend old Heredia the Bifcayan mulkctccr, 
“ whole fierce and fearred face, great beard, one eye, and lame leg, 
** will terrify them.” This man had been a foldier in Italy. Cortes 
told him when he had got as far as the river to lire a mulkct as a lignal, 
for he did this only to try how far the credulity of the Indians in our 
favor would carry them. Heredia being prefent, he called to the ca- 
ci(|uc$ faying, “ Go with this Teulc, whom I fend to kill or make pri- 
•* loners all your enemies.” The caciques fet out with their party ac¬ 
cordingly, being licadcd by the old foldier, who w'cnt firing his mulkct 
before them out of the town. As foon as he arrived at the river he 
gave the lignal, and Cortes lent to flop them, having fufficicntly tried 
their faith, and when they returned he informed them that it was his 
intention to proceed againll their enemies with his whole force. 

When the foldicrs were v\ arned for this duty, thole of the party of 
Velafquez refuled to obey orders, laying, that they would go <mi no ex¬ 
pedition, but inlilled on returning to the llland of Cuba. The number 
of mutineers who openly declared themfclvcs was fevenj when thefe 

were 
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were brought before Cortes and aiked by him how they could behave fb 
iU» they infolently replied, that the)' wondered at his idea of colonizing 
amongif fuch numbers of the natives; that for their parts they were 
tired of being dragged about, and would go to their plantations in Cuba. 
Cortes replied that he would nc^ oppoic their going, though he difap- 
proved of their cotidud; accordingly they embarked, arid brought their 
proviHons of bread, oil, and vcg^blcs, on board, and one of them 
named Moron fold a good horfe to one Juan Ruano, who was to pay 
lor it by an afligament of certain articles of his property in Cuba. 

Jud as the vcflel was ready to (ail, the foldiers, headed by the al¬ 
caldes, and other civil officers of the fcttlcmcnt, waited on Cortes witli a 
requeft that he would permit no jicrfons whatever to quit their colours, 
a crime for which thofc who committed it deferved to fufTer death. 
Cortes for feme time appeared to be unwilling to withdraw the per- 
miflion, but at length fuffered himfelf to be pcrfuadcd, and thefeven 
malcontents were obliged to come back to us and fuflain the ridicule 
their conduct brought on them j Moron alfo loft his horfe, which the 
other kept, referring him for the payment, to his aflignment on his pro¬ 
perty in the liland of Cuba. 

Our internal troubles being appealed for the prefent, Cortes fet out 
upon his expedition with four hundred foldiers# being joined at Cem- 
poal by a thoufand of our allies divided into four companies. The firft 
days march was five leagues, and on the enfuing day we reached the 
outikirts of the town of Cingapacinga, which was built among ftap 
and difficult*rocks. When the inhabitants heard of our approach, a 
deputation of eight of their chieftains was fent to Cortes, and being 
brought into his prefence, thefc perfons with tears in their eyes aiked 
him why he came to deftroy them, who had given no occafion for fuch 
an aggreffion, adding that this furprifed them the more from the 
celebrity of our jufticc, which had hcached them; and as to our allies 
of Cempoal, their malevolence againft them was founded upon an old 
difpute about boundaries, and now they took ad\ antage of our fupport 
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to rob and murder them. Th^ admitted that a Mexican garrifim had 
been in their town, but it bad retired on the arieil of the officers of 
Montezuma. Th^ therefore prayed that wc would grant them our 
favor. 

As Toon as this was estpkiined to Cortes, he gave orders to his 
troops not to fufhr any the allies to advance. This order was 
fpeedily communicated, but th^ were already plundering the people in 
the fuburbs, at which Cortes was greatly enraged, and ordering the 
captains into his prefence, he commanded them to return what had been 
taken, adding, that they deferved tlie punilhment of death for their 
mifreprefentatiops, when their real and evident intmtion was, to rob 
and facrificc their neighbours: an injustice which wc were bound to 
prevent or redrefs. The chiefs of Cempoal, duly imprefied by thefe 
menaces, inllantly furrcndcred their prifoners and plunder. Cortes 
then, with an enraged countenance commanded them to quit the place 
for the night, which they accordingly did. This condud: won the 
hearts of the people of the diftriiSt, and both chiefs and priefts liflened 
attentively to, and were convinced by, the truths which Cortes told 
them relative to our holy faith, and his exhortation to quit their abo¬ 
minable worfhip and cuftoms, infomuch that, calling in the people of 
the neighbouring diftridls, the whole engaged under allegiance to his 
Majefty; after having^one which, they made heavy complaints of the 
tyrtmny of Montezuma. 

On the enfuing morning, Cortes called for the chiefs of Cempoal, 
and cflWled a permanent reconciliation between them and his people. 
We then departed by a different route, and being much fatigued, wc 
lulled in a town which was in the diferidl of the place wc had left. It 
happened here that a certain foldicr named Dc Mora, took two fowls 
from tlic houfc of one of the inhabitants, and Cortes on hearing of it 
was fo incenfed at fuch an outrage being committed in a peaceable 
country', that he immediately bung him up, but Captain dc Alvarado 
thawing his Avord, cut the rope juft in time to favc the poor man's 

life; 
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lifcj this foMier was afterwards killed in an adion at a rock in Guati* 
mala. I mention the circumAance as a proof of the ihri^nefs with 
which Cortes enforced difcipline. 

Proceeding from the place where this happened, we arrived at 
feme huts where we found the fat cadque waiting for us with refrefli* 
ments and proviiions. Our condu^ on this expedition made the na* 
rives hold us in higher eftimation than before; for although untaught, 
they could fee that juilice is' holy and good, and that the behaviour of 
Cortes was conformable to what he profciTcd, when he declared that he 
came to redrefs and prevent tyranny. Here we relied for the night, and 
on the enfuing day all the caciques attended us to our lodgings in 
their town. 

They were doubly interefted now to retain us amongil them, for 
they were in great dread of the vengeance of Montezuma; tlicy flicrc- 
fore in order to fix us propofed an intermarriage, and lor that purpolc 
offered to us eight ladies, all of the firft families, whv> were intro> 
duced richly dreflfed, and ornamented with gold collars and car rings, 
and attended by a number of female flaves. The fat cacique then faid 
to Cortes, •* Tcclc or lord, thefc feven young women arc for the cap- 
•* tains of your army, and this my niece who is proprietor of towns 
*• and vaflals, I beg leave to prefcnt to you.** Cortes received the offer 
as it merited, but took the opportunity to obferve, that in order to 
llrcngthcn the fricndlhip with us, it was ncceflary that they ihould firll 
renounce their idolatrous worlhip, the abominable cullom of male 
youths appearing in women’s drefs, and their human fiicrifices; for 
every day our fight was offended by the repetition of four or five of thefc 
horrid murders, the unfortunate vidlims being cut up and their limbs 
fold in the public markets, as beef is in the towns of Old Cailillc. He 
allb added, that before we could accept their propolaJ relative to thc/c 
ladies, it was ncccflary that they fliould undergo the ceremony of baptifm. 

The chiefs and pridls replied, that they could not think of re¬ 
nouncing 
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nouncing the woriliip of their gods in any refped: but as to the other 
evil pra< 51 ice a flop Ihould be put to it. Tbis anfwer however'did not 
by any means fatisfy us» and Cortes flrcmgly repicfented the neceflity of 
fupprcHlng by force their idolatrous woiihip, and his determination, 
though it coil tlie lives of all. on that very day to proilrate their falfc 
gods. For this purpofe we therefore immediately got under arms, and 
then Cortes declared his intention to the chiefs. As ibon as the fat ca> 
cique heard it, he ordered the people to arm and afl^ble in tfcfcncc of 
their temple, and they all appeared greatly agitated«s but when thqr 
law that we were preparing to afeo^ the great flight of fleps, the chief 
abovementioru-d came up to Cortes and expoftulated with him, aiking 
him w'hy he proceeded upon a meafurc wherely he would bring dc- 
llrutilion upon them and us alfo. Cortes anfwered that he was deter¬ 
mined (ince they paid no regard to what he faid, to hurl their pretended 
gods down the Heps. The chiefs replied, that they were unworthy to 
approach than, but if we were refolvcd on doing what we faid, they 
could not help thcmfeivcs. Accordingly, th^ had hardly faid this, 
when fifty of us going up for the purpofe, threw down and broke to 
pieces the enormous idols which we found within the temple, fome in 
the form of dragons, others of half human fhape, and others like dogs. 
At this*%ght the chiefs and prieHs wept and prayed for pardon, but the 
warriors prepared to attack us with their arrows. * Perceiving their in¬ 
tention, we immediately feized the fat cacique and fix more chiefs and 
pridls, Cortes exclaiming, that if any outrage was attempted, they 
(hould every man die that moment. The fat cacique tbai called to his 
warriors to dciifl, and matters being foon brought to a (late of quiet, 
Cortes took an opportunity of haranguing the people upon the fubje< 5 t 
of religion. 

He next ordered that the fragments of the idols fhould be burned, 
and inamediately eight priefts who ufed to have the care of them came, 
and colledting them .together, brought them into the temple, where 
they were confumed. 
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Thefe pridh were drefled in long black mantles like fliects with 
hoods rcfcmbling thofc of our canons hanging to the (houlders, their 
robes reached to the feet, and they had a imallcr hood like the domi- 
nicans. Tlidr long hair was matted together with clotted blood; with 
fome it reached to the waill', and with others to the feet, their cars 
were tom and cut, aiid they fmelt horribly, as it were of fulphur, and 
putrid flelh. They were faid to be all of noble families, and they were 
addidled to the evil pra^icc of the country. C)n certain days they failed s 
I have feen them make food of the feeds or kernels of the cotton plant,, 
what clfe they might have ufed at c^her times I cannot fay. 

Cortes then harangued the people, faying that now we were really 
brothers, Montezuma fhould no longer opprefs them, and he would 
place them under the protcAion of the great Lady whom wc adore, the 
mother of Chrift, with many other good and holy rcafons and argu¬ 
ments, which could not be better exprefled by any one, and all which 
the people liilcncd to with great attention. He then cauictl a number 
of Indian mafons to be collected, with lime, which abounded in that 
place, and had the walls cleared of blooti, and new plaiftercd. He alfo 
conllrudlcd an which he hung round w-ith rich mantles, and 

adorned with wreaths of roles. The temple being thus purified and 
cleaned, he commanded four priefts to cut ojBf their hair, and change their 
black garments for white ones, and entrufted them with the care of the 
altar, and he placed an old foldicr named Juan dc Torres dc Cord6va, 
who was lame, as a hermit to rcfidc in the temple. He alfo planted a 
crofs againfl a column of timber, and on the next day mafs was faid 
there by F. Bart, dc Olmedo. Wc likcwlfe taught the natives to make 
candles of wax, and they were enjoined to keep them always burning 
before the holy altar. 

The principal perfons of this and the neighbouring diAri( 5 ls at¬ 
tended at divine fervice, and the eight ladies were at this time baptized 
and inftrutited in our holy faith. The niece of the fat cacique uas 
named Donna Catalina; (he was as ugly as pofHble, but the general re¬ 
ceived 
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aivcil her by the hand aficdkionttcly. Puertocarrero was more fortu¬ 
nate; his lady was for an Indian vciy kandfomei flie was the daughter 
of a jircat cacique named Ciicfco, and was called Ponna Frandfea. 
The alliance confolidated the fricndfhip between us and this peojdc, of 
whom we now took our leave, and returned to Villa Rica, 

On our arrival we fenind a vdicl from Cuba in the harbour, com- 
mandccl by one Francifeo Saucedo, called cl Pulido on account of his 
aflb£tation of finery and manners. Luis Marin a very able officer, and 
ten foldicrs with two horfes were on board. We learned by thefe 
people that VVlafqucz had received from Old Spain his authority to 
barter nml colonize. This, with his appointment to the commilTion of 
avlclanudo of Cuba, put his friends in our army in very great fpirits. 

The u’orks of our town were nearly finifhed, ami many of us now 
grew anxious terpav a vifit to the great Montezuma, and exj 3 rcflcd to 
C'ortes our u i/h to tiy' our fortune. Confuitations being held liciron, 
it was detcmiincd in the firfl place to fend a deputation to his Majefiv, 
with an account of what we had done, and alfo with tin: gold and other 
articles of value which had been obtained. This (germination was 
.agrcctl to by Cortes, and was immediately carried into cflc<Sl, and Diego 
(le Ordas, and Francifeo dc Montejo, two men of bufinefs, going 
through the w hole of the ofiicers and foldicrs, aiul reprefenting to 
them, that, although to fucji as claimed their (hare it fhould not be 
denied, yet it was for tlie general intcrell that the whole of the rreafure 
fhould ^ fent to his Maje^, all oiur companions gave their con- 
fciit, and renounced their ckim to a partition. Alonzo Hernandez 
Puertocarrero, and Francifeo dc Montejo werq, named as our agents, 
the lafl mentioned of whom Cortes had already fecured in his own in- 
tereft hy a gift of two thoufand crowns. By thefe gentlemen Cortes 
uTotc his private letters, the contents of which we never knew. The 
c'ouncii allb wrote emijointly -with thofc of the foldicrs who were moff 
felicitous for the ofiablifhment of the coloi^, and the election of Cortes 
r‘S captain generjd. In tliis letter nothing was omitted that could fer\'c 

our 
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our caole j my hand H-as to it with the rdl: and belides thcfci a letter 
to the foUowing purport was written in the name of the whole army. 

Beginning with the expreflioos of n;fpe< 5 t due to fo great a monarch, 
it proceeded to inform him of the events which had occurrctl during our 
expedition, to the period of our eledion of Cortes, until his Majcfty*s 
pl^fure on the ftd^jeifl fhould be known; with our engagement to yield 
him a fifth ot all treafure, after the deduAion for his Majcfty. It alfo 
contained <an account of our difeovery of the two Spaniards in this 
country, and our war in Tabafeo, until wc brought thofc people to 
fubmiiTion to his Majcfty, and to embrace our holy faith, of our ob¬ 
taining two excellent linguifts^ of our arrival at St. Juan dc Ulua, and 
our interviews with the ambaftiidors of Montezuma; our fubfequent 
march into the country, and our alliance with the people here, who 
had in confequcnce renounced obedience to the Mexican monarch, of 
the expedition to Cingapacinga, the conftrueftion of our fortrefs, and 
our prefent cietermination to advance into the country, fo the court of 
the great Montezuma. The letter alfo gave an account of the military 
and religious cuftoms of tire inhabitants, of the former expeditions of 
our countrymen, and an enumeration of the various articles of treafure 
which wc (ent by our agents, and how we alfo fent by t^c fiimc oppor¬ 
tunity, four natives, whom we refeued out of the cages of Cempoul, 
where they were fattening for vidlims. After thefe accounts we fur¬ 
ther ftated, how wc were at prefent four hundred and fifty foldicrs, fur- 
rounded by hofts of enemies, and ready to lay down oar lives for the 
fcrvice of God, and his’Majcfty, and wc fupplicated, that his Majcfty 
would be plcaftd not to beftow the government of fo great and rich a 
country, which dclcrvcd to be ruled by a great prince or lord, on any 
unworthy perfon. Wc alfo'ftated to his Majcfty our apprehenfion, 
that the Governor of Cuba might be attempted to be put in upon us, 
through the intcreft: of his patron the Bifhop of Burgos, whom he had 
.ittachcxl to him by the aftTigntnent of valuable eftates in that Iftand, in 
wliich he failed in his duty to his Majefty, who was by right entitled 
»o them. That tlrefo things wc were bound to reprefont, arwl await tlic 
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return of his gracious anfwer proArate dti the ground; and that if the 
Bifliop of Burgos fent any perfon over us, we fhould fu^xaid our obe« 
dicnce, until his MajeAy's pkafure was known, and that in the mean 
time, we remained under the command of his faithful ierv'ant 

Cortes, whole merits we exalted to the Ikies. 

This being all drawn up in due form, our general defired to be 
permitted to read it, and on the perufal he cxpreiloi his higheA iatis- 
£t£tion thorcat. The only two articles he excepted to were,^*the men¬ 
tion of his lharc of the tr^ure, sUmS of the names of the preceding dif- 
coverers j for it feems that he had in his private letter alcribed all the 
honor and merit to himlelf. Thele parts he defired to fupprefs, but 
there were not wanting thofc who told him, that his Majcfty was to 
know, not only the truth, but the wheJe truth. This bulinels ccan- 
pleted, the letters were intruAed to our agents, with Aritfl injun<Aions 
by no means to touch at tlic Havannah, nor at the port of El Maricn, 
as we wiAied to keep the alKiir from the knowledge of Vdafqucz. 

After mafs on the twenty-Axth of July 1519 our agents lailcd, 
and arrived fafely at the Havannah, in dired: oppofition to our inAruc- 
tions, for, Puertocarrero being Ack, Montejo compelled the pilot Ala- 
minos into his view's, on the presence of getting proviAons from his 
cAfte at J £1 Maricn. As foon as the Aiip caA anchor, Montejo Ant a 
failor on Ihore with ktters and advices to the Governor Vclafqucz, and 
this man as he went through the lAand proclaimed the news of all that 
had happened in tlie army under Cortes. 

Velafcpiez on receiving the intelligence communicated by Montejo, 
as is Aid, h^rtily cur Ad Cortes, his fccretaiy', and the contador, by 
whofc advice he had choAm him. He immediately lent two veAels 
armed in fearch of our Ihip, of which the unwelcome intelKgence was 
foon received, that Ihc W'as by that time conAdcrably advanced towards 
Europe; and with this news his veAcls returned to St. Jago, making 
Vclafquez more difconfolate tlun ever. He lod-^cd a u I rlorr 
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tlie Bi(hop of Burgos, and the court of royal audietioe in St. Domingo, 
but the reverend Withers fcnt him back an anfwcr hig^y favorable to 
us, whoie ibvices they were by this tin^ made ac(||lMntcd with. This 
anfwcr, which was brought by a licentiate named Zuazo, or arrived about 
the fame time with him, vexed the governor fo much, that from being 
very fat, he grew quite lean. He now made the utmoft exertions to 
collect a powerful armament in order to overwhelm us. on which bufi- 
nefs he went in peribn^ and by the fury and determination he exhibited, 
he induced moft of the Icttlers of Cuba to take part in the expeditioi), and 
prepared a fleet of eighteen fail grea^^and fmall, under the command of 
Pampliilo de Narvaez, 

Our agent's pafling the canal of Bahama, under the guidance of 
Alaminos, the firft pilot who ever navigated through it, proceeded to 
the Iflands of Tcrccras, and from thence to Seville; and in a few d.iys ar¬ 
rived at the court, which was then at Valladolid; the Bifhop of Burgos 
Ixring prcildcnt of the rofyal council of the Indies. Our agents went to 
wait on him in grea^. fpirits, expelling a gracious reception, but having 
prefented their letters suid requefted a fpeedy tranfmiflion of them ami 
their prefent, to his Majefty, who was then in Flanders, the bifliop 
returned a vfiy repulfivc and haughty anfwcr, faying, that he would 
make his own reprefentations of our condti^, in having thrown off our 
obedience to the governor of Cuba. The arrival of Benito Martinez 
the chaplain of Velafquez at this time, contributed much to* fet bur 
affairs in an unfavorable fltuation, and the bifhop in confequcncc of a 
rcmonflrancc which was made to him by A. H. Pucrtocarrero, one of 
thofc employed by us, and a cavalier of rank, cauied him to be thrown 
into prifon, on a pretended mifdcmcanor, in carrying away with hini 
to the Indies a woman of Medellin, named Maria Rodriquez. AU 
this it was neccflary, according to the dilates of prudence, to keep 
filence upon, until the proper time and place. 

• 

The bifhop now wrote to his Majefty, reprefenting the tranfac- 
tions in the moft; favorable light for Velafquez, and the moft oppofitc 
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one for us, and oitirely fupprefled all tnentton of our letters, or preients, 
of which he sq jpropri^ed a great part to his o^ uie. CXur agents then, 
in concert with Martin Cortes father to the general, and the liomtiatc 
Nunez, relator of his Majeily’s ro3ral council and a near relation to 
Cortes, with the countenance of ibme noblemen their friends, and 
others who were jealous of the haughty manners of the bilhop, lefolvcd 
to fend the duplicates of our letten to his Majeily, and lUfo others, 
complaining of the partiality of this prelate. It was the will of God 
that the faid accounts (hould reach his Majcfly*s hands, and that he 
fhould be well pleafcd with them,, tnfomuch that, for many ds^s, no¬ 
thing was talked of but the fcrviccs of Cortes, and us his fbldiers. 
The Emperor was ever after didatisfied with the Bifhop of Burgos for 
the part he liad aded. When he heard the turn our aflairs had taken 
at court he was more furious againff Cortes and the reft of us than ever, 
but it was the 'will of God that by the time two years more had elapf^, 
his courage fhould be cooled, for he was cenfured, while we continued 
to be held in eftimation as loyal fubje<fts to his Majefty, and the Em¬ 
peror was pleafed to fay, that he would fh<»dy come to Caftillc, and 
there attend to our memorials, and reward our fcrviccs. 

In four days after the departure of our agents, a plot, was formed 
by certain peribns who were erkmies to Cortes on various accounts, fuch 
as the return to Cuba being precluded to them, and their being deprived 
of a (hare of the gold. Amongft theie confpirators were one Eicutkro, 
and one Ceitneno, Gonzalo dc Umbria a pilot, Bemaldino de Coria, a 
clergyman launed Juan Diaz, suid certain fiulors who had been whipped 
m Cozumel. It was determined amongft them to feizc a veilH and fail 
for Cuba, thereto give information to Velafquez of the departure of 
our agents, and this plan was fuggefted by fome perfons of cemfequerKe. 
Their feheme was fruftrated a few hours before they were m have failed, 
by the repentance and difeovery of De Coria, who revealed it to Cortes. 
They were in confequence (eized, and being examined confefled the 
whole, and accufed fevcral others i but of thefe no farther notice was 
taken. The prifoners were all condemned except the prieft, whofc 

orders 
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orders proieded him, but he got a great fright. Eiaadero and Cct- 
meno were hanged, the pilot Umbria had his feet cut olF, and each d' 
the mariners received two hundred laihes. 1 remember when Cortes 
was ratifying this ioitcnce, he gave a deep (igh and excIaiiiMd, ** How 
** happy is he who is not able to write, and is thereby pievmted from 
** iigning the death warrants of men/* It fcems to me that this ex* 
preflion is very frequently alleged amongil judges, and that it was bor¬ 
rowed from the cruel Nero at the time he counterfeited the appearance 
of being a good emperor. As foon as the Icntences were executed, 
Cortes polled off at full fpeed to Cempoal, commanding two hundred 
foldiers, and all the cavalry, as alfo a detachment which was out under 
Alvarado, to follow him. 

In the confuftations which we held at Cempoal upon our intended 
expedition to Mexico, the friends of Cortes advifed^him to deflroy the 
fleet, in order to prevent attempts flmilar to that related in the lafl 
chapter, and alfb to obtain fo coniidcrable a reinforcement as the whole 
body of mariners, who amounted to above a hundred. It appeared to 
me that Cortes had alreacfy determined this in his own mind, but he 
preferred that it Ihould come as an application from us, in order that if 
damages were fued for on account of the lofs incurred', we (hould be aB 
relponflble as himlelf. Cortes therefore ordered his friend Juan de £f- 
calante who bore a bitter enmity to Velafquez on account of not being 
given a good dilhidl in Cuba, to difmantle the (hips, and (hen fink 
them, retaining only the Ix>ats for the purpoie of filhing. Efcalante 
executed this (ervice, and returned to Cempoal with a company formed 
of the mariners, many of whom turned out very good foldiers. Cortes 
now fummoned the chiefs of thele people who had renounced their 
allegiance to Montezuma, and enjoined them to render all (bvices in 
their power to the party he left in Villa Rica, and to aflUl; them in 
completing the town. Then taking Efcalante by the hand he (aid, 
** This is my brother: obey him in whatever he ^fices you to do, and 
“ if you require aififlance or protection againfi: your enemies, recur to 
** him, and he will give it to you.” This the caciques all promifed 

to. 
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to perform, and I recoiled the)* immediately hereupon began, much 
againft his will and endeavours, to EfcahuUe with their ih- 

cenfe. This officer was plaa:d here in order to repd any attempts 
which migiit be made % Vebfquez, as he \^s thoroughly attached to 
the intcreil; of Cortes. Comara here affiuts that Cortes dared not pub> 
lifli to the (pldiers his intention of tnuehing to Mexico, I beg to be 
informed what is the difpoiition of a Spaniard ? Or when it ever hap¬ 
pened that he was not ready to march forward ? He alfo errs w'here he 
fays Pedro de Ircio remained commandant in Vera Cruz. 1 fay again 
that Juan dc Efcalantc was captain, and alfo alguazil major. Pedro dc 
Ircio was not £t to be a corporal, nor is it juft to take from one what 
bdopgs to him* And give it to anexher. 

After having rendered the vcflels unidrviceable, but ntx privately 
as Comara aftcrts,«,l>cing one morning aflcmblcd after maft, and con- 
verfing on military aftairs with Cortes, he deiired our attention, and 
addreftexi us, faying, ** We now knew the bufinefs which was before 
*' US; that with the aid of our Lord we (hould conquer, and it was 
** ncccnkry to do fo, for in cafe of a defeat there was no efcape ; nor 
“ had we any fupport 4 >ut in our valour, and the mercy of God.” To 
this he added many comparifons of our fltuation with thofe drawn from 
tlie hiftpry of the aiKicnt Romans. We one and all replied, ** That wc 
** were prepared to obey him; that the lot was now caft, let fortune 
** take what turn fhc would, as Cscfar £iid in pafllng the Rubicon, for 
that all our fervioes were devoted to God and his Majefty.” Cortes 
then addreftod us again in a veiy eloquent and impreffive fpeech, wffiich 
having concluded, he called for the fat cacique, and having informed 
him of our determination, he injoinod him to take care of our church, 
and holy crofs. 

Wlien wc were juft ready to depart, a foldicr arrived with a letter 
to Cortes from Juan dc Efcalantc, whereby he was informed that a 
ftrange (hip was then at anchor in a river three leagues diftant from 
Villa Rica,, and tltat he could not obtain any anfwer to his fignals 

from 
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from thofe on boanl. Upon this, Cortes appointed Alvarado, and San¬ 
doval who afatady began to (hew himfelf the olKcer Ho albraards was, 
to take the comiBand of the army in his abfimce t (Avila being paiH^' 
by, and Sandoval preferred on this occaiion, firft caufed a certain jea- 
loufy on the part of the former;) he then let out with four of the ca- 
valiy to Villa Rica, ordering thirty of the lighted infantry to follow him- 
thither, which number accordingly arrived there that night. 

When we arrived at Villa Rica, EibUante odcred n> Cortes to go 
with twenty men to the vei&l, led (he (hould make hereicapo,.and that 
Cortes might take fome repofei but Cortes replied, that he could not 
think of that, for ** A lame goat took no afternoon’s nap.” Accord¬ 
ingly, without eating a moriel, wc proceeded along the coad, and^on 
our road fell in with four %»mards, who were (eitt to take pofledion of 
the country, by Captain Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. One of thefe, 
who was named Guillen de la Loa, was a notary*, and the red attended 
him as witnedes. Cortes having quedioned thelc men as to what 
brought them there they replied, that Francifeo dc Garay, governor of 
Jamaica, had obtained from the courf, a commidion of adelantado and 
governor of fuch diddif^s as he (hould difeover on that coad, northward, 
from the river of St. Peter and St. Paul, by virtue of which, he had 
dnt three (hips, with two hundred and (eventy (bldicrs, und^ the 
captain already named, who was then in the river Panuco^ Cortes 
treated them with much kindnefs, and a(ked them if they thought that 
wc could get pofledion of their (hipj to which Guillen da la Loa re¬ 
plied that they would do their utmod to afltd us, but no flgns nor in¬ 
vitations that they made could induce tho(c on board to approach, and 
wc were told by them that their captain was aware of our being on the 
coad, and they fuppoied, when the boat did not come off, that we had 
been difeovered. Cortes now bethought himfdf of a dratagem, and it 
was this; he dreflixi four of his foldiers in the dothes of the(e men, 
and left them there upon the fpot, tracing back the way that he had 
come along the (liorc, fo that wc might be oblerv^J from the (hip. 
Thus wc proceeded, until wc were out of flght of it, when tve flruck 

into 
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into the woods tnd unde «(bkn march back, mchmg about midnight 
the rtviikt where we had left our four con^Muitona. Here we concealed 
ourielvcs, and eatly in the morning our fiddiers wlu> were in difguife 
went down upon the ihore, and made iigns to thoie on hoard the vcfTcI, 
in confequence of which a boat put eflT with iix ikilors, two of whom 
landed with caika for wrater. CXir four men pretended that they werc 
wafliing their hands, and holding down their faces endeavoured to 
avoid being obferved, but thofe in the boat calling to them, one of ours 
rqkUod, dciiring them to come oi, (bore. The ftiange voice gave an^ 
ahum, and fuipedfttng a trick they made off: wc were going to fire 
upon them, but Cortes would not let us. Thus we obtained 6x men, 
and returned to Villa Rica, without having eaten a moiibl during two 
entire nights and a day. 
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CI^APTER VI. 


«‘.;r of Spav*^ Army ffft i£i City ^‘^piic00 Wats w 
7 !i/.j,lc S^ilmifj^ rf NdUon^ 


Being now ready to t^roc^ed to Mexico* otUr miiei^ m L.einpoai 
proofed to us to mar^b ‘'y the province dt the 

which were their friendst, anu birf'tr enemies' to' the Mexkuis* In 
c»mpUaiKe ^th' fifty of their'princip^ at-^ 

tended us, sknd aHb t^b 'hundred' men to dmw^our guns* and tlitis we 
fet out finm Geinp^ month of Auguft 1519, our atwy in 

good order, and f^trol^ of cavalry, and light infiuitry in front. 

Out firfl day*! march was to t town named Xalapa* atHi^ fisCoftd 
^^'as to Socochirm, a'ph^ of diflScult approach, ahoundiiiilll' wkh jVtnes. 
The people here Were l^rangued through our intequettnrs, who inlbrni^ 
tliem that wc were yallSds of the Emperewr Don CSurlos, who had fiaot 
ii.s to put a Ibp to human iaCrifices^ and other ahilfts. Tiity alfo ex¬ 
plained to them many thin^' concecning our icUgioil, and as tht^c 
pt/pi .v' jv aUies of Cempoal and irtclq^endent of Masiti»nina» wc 
found tb. u j'‘(y well difpoitd to usl Wo here eredhal a carofs, ex¬ 
plaining V* hat it ligniM, and that it ftiould ho in veneration. 
Proceeding from this p^itc, % a pafit amoOi^ lo^' mountains, we ar¬ 
rived at another named ^cdoitla, the people of whSdbt wc IbuiKi e<|uaUy 
wdl difpofed tb us, tlioy alfo/paid no tidkite to the hteican 
monarch. Continhii^ obf march through mountains, W«^ that 

night experienced great cold and ftoems of On the ne^^y we 

reached another pais, where wofc fume hofiles jnd hugn with 

great piks of wood for the fervioe of the hkdib W)^ fiaitc 

with us for thefb two days, and wc now a|q^chpd the territory of 

K Mexico. 



I ^ J 

Mextop, at a 
caciqMc. 

Appearntm that im lia^ en^eied countiy, 

for,|he teit)|)lea'«ij^ ytsy atl^ l|ia,|beiTac3ed4«4^ 

lings, and the hoMia of tlw«ack|ue, pkhiaied 
appealed,yer^ well, and tefcmbled fome of >oiir'towns if Spain. Wc 
natAfKi this place Caftel ^laneo. < la confcquence of our nid&ge, the 
ctviet, and other principa^pefft^ ojf the town came^ntjto meet us, and 
took us to our quarters^ where they gave us paltry aitd cold entertain- 
■ Ipcni. After fupper 0>««s njpde jphquiry relative to tiie miUtaiy power 
of MontcJFtuttt. He was informed* how that monarch had under him 
^:reat armfcs* and ^hat the city of Mexico was of uncommon ilrength, 
being founded in the water, and no.padage from one houle to another 
rx^pt by bridges pr boats j that each houfe was terraced, and only re¬ 
spired a parapet to be converted ipto a fortreis; that the entrance to the 
by three caufeways, in each of whkU were four or five aper- 
tv«es for the ^tJ^Tage of the waters, and. that on each of thefe apertures 
was a bridge of wood, which being raifed, precluded the entrance into 
Mexico. We,were aWb informed of the great wealth of Montezuma, 
in gold, filvusi.and jewels, the hearing of which filled us with aftonith- 
Client, and fuch is the nature of %>ani(h ibidiers, that wc were anxious 
to tiy our fortunes, although the accounts we had been given, made 
our hopes appear almofl vifionaryi and truly we found h^icoftrongcr 
tlian what it was now defertbed to us. The cacique Jaurichcd out alfo 
in the praifes of his great lord, Montezuma, faying, that he ruled 
where ever it was his will to^ do fo, and that he was apprehentivc of 
his dtihnisfa^liipn at our being entertained in that place, without his 
licence. To'4h this Coites replied facing, ** That we came from a 
** dHbot b^utttry, by the onto of pur fovemgn, to warn the great 
** Montezuma to deiift frcxsi human itoifices, and all outrages either 
upon hU own vafl^s, or -Ids neighbours, arai to require from him 
•* fubmiltlon to our monarch. Ami, ** added Coites, ** I now require 
** ymt xU who hear me, to fcnotmcc your human facrifioei, cannibal 
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Oodi wIk^' i^e glv0 u$ Ul^ und 

** d^i» iiAd ivl^ to m& us up to'&i^.'V 
houd'v^'^E-^^^nd'i^^ i»adi Cor^^'yi^'t^ 
propt^^^ tfii^ imniediatety to plki^l^llie jC^O^ j bilit 

u|K^'>i]hc'■'^yn4s and'i^^, 

i^cS'%"f^'’’|i^jc/’'w|i\ch might titt^Wfii^^it^iomie outiuge' 

j6^bclii-;^'!lhcrsfep^^^ that’ 


or 


ity 


it OiouM be dider^ # b^r opportunity v 


h^'|*^ith m*'"i' very'dog, tiie';|wo|i^ 

Lugo, which durtiig the night Jo liark/ i tfehg tliatg^ 
prii^t^ nsitl^V Who bur'wt^'.if t}i«t'fieti^. ah'|nial wai a hon 
or tygcr Which we Wtfgb* to 1^ tho^ jilcif^ that hO; MlWh, 

t ' ■• • ■ i': '■" ' % Aik-^i >.? .‘ \'t. ji’v. '*'• Elia ■•■’ - •j'ii ! .• •'' - .A 


and tore to pieces-any wfto 


;..ii^«f‘.'idbic^’ ihb'told ' them t^t'ohr 


guns f«it ibith ItwnesV which 'ktlkidfbur enemies ^ we ph 9 ^‘ hi 
them, that Our Hotlis caught whc«wer we pwrfubd f W whieh the 
othefi' replied, that With fWjh powWs we were W|JIy'TWi4^ ^ O 
allies alfO warned thfem to tafcs^ ipeci^ care, for' thi^i wc ifer moft 
fccret thdughtSi'uiii advifed thc^ to <a:)ijii^iate us % a pi^i^^tit; 1^0^^ 
after we received from thfetn fo^ jgold In dWient ^icles but very 
muchdcbail^, foui' tr^Wi Woincn tOnii^ a load of mantlw. 

I iWmttfe a pk^iouj^ fohic 

temples w'cit laid mimbeN''of humith tia^ ^ a^riiiged that they 
could be counted with eafe and bertaihty i I aim conpheed from, rriy own 
obfervati<W» that there were i^Ve e fiimdred I itposit^^^^ 

furc there wctb''hiw’ thah 4Mt*!r4^;tholilaihd^>^^^^ of'the 



and; all; t|^-were;w^ch^;';by, thieb^'f'fevn 
e^^ wtoe pie^ couhtiy and that 




N;a‘ 


The 






The casque 
to thc.roaef to 


ftrongly advifccl ms '9p 




difpofition of 

rKbn in it. 'Cdrte# <lcm4ii4i%'Mi^fl2^^pl^ititipsd 

him fmi^ ijtiw qiiS^' If ; tfli' ortfer to gatd l^ybala, by 

advice of our alli«, who promiiH i^ cyery advi^i^^ fi^ 

a*^ wc j»r6a*cded thither, folding mc<l«igef« bclam 

andfllb a prefent I toiuft'obfej^ that although 

^ kttt^s ivcie iiqt people, tl^ |»«h» fhat 

^a^as tt weicr^ aathlmt^^^^^^ bCihc triage that was to be 

did[ivercd, and ^f the of t^ brdu^t it, and as fuch it w’as 

fbit upon idl occahoxts. r' 


^#r(k»fcding whh; i:^iff w’e arrived at a village iis 

Xaiacihi^ ah^fre^ thcntcc lent tWo of our allies, with 
the letter, to ITIadSakr At inbdligcnce, that the 

whole naticax i^as'alitady ' lisy on the fi^pofltion, from 

the number hf peribitf^^hQ aitterided us, of thojfc nations which m-rc 
fubje^ to M<mibwjbmiei that we were in alliance With the Mexican 
power, whofe in^tcrak they were. * Having fufpicion of 

treachery from the Mexicans' by tlifefe s^pcarances, they inllantly on 
their arrival fet^ed our rneflengers, wht^^retim^ 
for during two days, which Cot^ en^lpyed'^ih the con- 

verfton of the li^iahs to out hely bhimdi, advice and exhorta* 

tions. He alfo t£^andbl'twai)ty {vdneipa} inhabi-- 
tants, who rba^y |6incd, him, and 'we It tlk txpiraihn that time 
cx>ntinucddut-’^ife^h,\dhring'^ meNjytife''nid^^ 

had font to 1i1arcala,‘%nd-'‘'''iv^-''lUd;\madb.|hcif,^ the 

n^ligence'br cohmvaiKe of tf^ g 

Tliefe Indians had not ym WMVtred from tl^ M?6r Into which 
they were put hy %vhat fJiej^ ahd heiufd> for “the people of 

Tlaibda vowed ddhntdHon td alt'ou^^iidSki^ts. The flandard 

was 
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■^.'tlic cavalry 

'^.,1m^^^:giyt tfij^ih with thcjr 
them at, the ^||g; jjie face; and he taught 

« m of their, .hafid^ 

hy tbe;^l9to, ^^ic J^ laid hptdl^g tlie bu under 

,thC:W^*V' 


Having Wlva^^ced about mo leag^» Wt? afrivM at, a kind of forti- 
hcation built of him And ^ht, and fibt^ ^emont of fo ftrong a nature 
that nothing but iwls ojf iim cwiM Jhave 'any cf^ on - Jt wa$ alfo 
extrdnely >vell ooniltu€fced for defence. Woihait^ to cxamifiethls 
work, which the pec^le informed us built by die Tkfcalans/o 
whofc tcrritoiy it ftood, a de^ce s^infl the incuriions of the Mexi¬ 
cans . After panltng fomc tiinjp hs. fi^ious oohtempl^ion of this object, 
Cortes order^ US to march on, t^ndcinen foliar 

** dard the .holy .erols, ivherewith iJw: (hall- conquerto which ^ 
one and all jieplicd **; Thai jW*o w^ie read 
fuppoit/’ 


After wc had procetded fonite difbmce. our advanced guard (aw 
about thirty of the enemy, %it out to obferve lui, Cortes ordered fomc 
of the cavadiy m ewiea\imr them pHfbtw^s, while wc advanced 

at a quick to fupport the advon^ party., Out cavalry attacked 
them, hut theimemy tkfendetl thcmfelvcs fo well witli their fwords, 
w'ounding the horfes %vferelyi that our people werotddiged to kill five, 
it being'ifupofilbje to make them prifoner^. A bsa^y/of three thoulanil 
warriors which had been plac^ iU ambufeade now (allied out with 
great fury, and btgan to £boi^ at the pcvalry, aflemWed in a 

body; but as we at this time brotight otir arti%0^. apd mulketfy;tobear 
upon tht m, they werea&Cr a time compcll^ to hack, thougli re¬ 
gularly, and fighting dur«ig ,thch **?hxai. ,«Tsfiey Icfit dead on 

the and one of qur f^dieis died a after o 

Evening was Uow\4c|Wing on* them, but pur- 

fuing 
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Aun^ our march, quhtcd the jhiU^ % > 
farm houfc$. in 
the night near ^ 
took out of a 

people ^ci rcni»«^edi m which 

we caught wfi^ the^ j&ich ,t)!^^ nig^ . aHbrded 

u« ajViPrjrjgq^ Ai^per. 


ilf the Having r^ihht^tsed 

jOpi, we marched put to, enemy,; l^h at^ infantty 

had been duly prit^ind With ih<hry€liom^ ^^h the 

lormer to chaf^^ and th|p idcar thcndclyci of the enemy, the latter not 
to iufilT their Ianlu^ Proceeding on our march, we 

fliortly two b^kf -ofwarHc^ amounting to about fix 
thpufa^ in number^ Who att^fed with their miflilc 

wmpons^ (hooting, and their inAruments. Cortes ordered a 

Juilt^ and fifnr to them three Indian® iyhbm we hi^ made priibners on 
the preceding day» l^^;, tp rcqwm ^f thei? epumrymen a 

peaceable and amicai^, to confider 

them at bmtheis^r dc 

Godoy a rpyal notaiy tp wit^ ofilic^liy . As foon as our mefiage was 
deiiyprcdi <^Hcy attacked us more viojenriy than before, infomuch that it 
was impoiTiblc to endiirc it any lonj^r, ,and Coi^, tbji^fore cried out, 
^ • .’St. jago, and at themf” , We aico^idingiy attack^# and made a con- 
fiderable flatigbtpr pf them hy ^le d^b^gns of our a^ killing, 

anwngA mhm* three of th^.ifu^ ' 


They foinclbjrpkm ground^ whae the whole 

army of Xipblchga the getae^ iju yhiif^|nnoU^ t:p upvmdt of forty 
thoidknd men, w’as po^ed under ^yi^r. In tbe caval^ 

could not adl, and we were foi^' to'p^s .it ^ W«314s we could in a 
^pipa^ cplUnm, much am!W|»d .who (larted up, and 

the due''-diilance, ofth^r 

arthers. Thde troops were ah am bdiy di^fees of w’^hjtc and red, 

• '^ ■■■^’"■^ ■ which 



( H ) 

:#lio ymt armed witfi 
ground* 

but'’ is ^ ;a^ 

mado:'||«fei^ upon iw on 

cvtfy-'ljdi, inibin'adi'^t&it wc*<^6uM'''#lf.fetuw’i^ Ino^;-’ and wc' u^erc 
itii dw grisi^ dihger to that tli«: Hsj^d of C5od::jiifr^^ us, Whilft 
wc were oi^ged as f have a!rtad)r lekted* a nuiii^ of the ftouteft of 
thofe warriors who caitled the tremendous tutwhanded fwords, alTo- 
dated 1 ft Older to f<as^ on© of our tofes i iocordi^^^ as 

Pedro de Morori; an ocetoing good horfeman* was eto^bg amongft 
them in cem^ny with' three itio<^‘» theft warriors difft ftiaed his laftec, 
and then wounding him dangferoufly, one of (hem with a bJow of a 
two*handed fword* t^t through the neck of the imre he rode, fo that 
flic fdl inflantJy idto.^ aiui M<m>ix'vvasrbi^u^ vrith thegreateft' 
difficulty i for It was utlirly to of the power of iw wlio formed the 
battalion to <^uit it, froiri fear that thi entoy ffitod brto inm us com¬ 
pletely. Howciftr 6h this ocraflon W^ fbcrcetlcd in reftirirtg him out of 
the hands of tireertemy, and we alfo cut the girths and brought off the 
faddle, but in fo doing we had ten of our number wounded, and I be¬ 
lieve that we then killed ten chiefs of the enemy, foe we weipe fiiirly 
engaged with them foot to foot, ind wc uftd our fwords to fuch effcei 
that they bcgari to teeto taking to them the body of the marc, 
which they cut ifi pieces^ and font all through the diflriiSts of TIafcala. 
This marc was the property of Juan Scdciw>, who was at that time ill of 
three wounds which he had received on the|jircccding day Moron dad 
of his wounds, at kaift I do not rccollc<£f having ever feen him after- 
w'ards. Aftar; being engaged with the enemy for above an hour, 
during which "die artillery made great havoc id-their thick and nu¬ 
merous bodies;'ail of iis alfo fighting as wc were compelled to do foi 
our lives and his Majefty's ftrvicc, they drew off regularly, and foft the 
field to u$, who were too much fatigued to follow tliern. We there¬ 
fore remained in the next villag^, for that country was thickly inha¬ 
bited, and they had fubterranCOus dwellings, in which numbers of 
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jind the battle xvasJ' fought'■,. 

The lofs cif tlie this oocw(m wufi; very coiilide^l;^, aeht 

of their prtnetp^! amoiigft dte Qumher. As iaon as wc 

/oumi oiwf^vcs dear of forJbts mercy, 

aod ententbg a ilroijg a^id fpheious* di^ Wouiads with 

the fat hf Indians. <Sf ififfeen woundt^mch, Only died. We ob- 
taihed ii plentiful fuppei of the fowls and dogs which we found in the 
Village, and refted for the nifht under the proit^ion df ftrong guards. 
In this'and all othta: battles, as foon as we svounded an enemy he was 
imjniecfiatcly cardi^' oft* by his coiopimions, To that w^e.never could af- 
eertain tlic nuhab^'dtf the dc^ Fifteen of tl^em ivetc made prifoners 
t)y us/cT wdtom iwo %vcrc 


, After the fatigues fufteied in the late battle wc repoled for one day, 
which was employed in repairing our crofs-bows, arid tnaking arrows. 
Oi\ the next. Cones, «6t toj^yc the enemy time to arrange nc\v attacks, 
fent out as many of the fol^erii as were fit for iervioE, to fcour the 
t^jutiy, which is thci-c flat and well adapted for cavalry. Ac- 
ct>rdingly, fevyh of the c:a%’alf>’, and tWo hundred infantry, attended 
by oiir allies, w ent out, and made prilbneriSi twenty mch and women, 
hut without any harm whatever being done by the Spaniards. The 
faifre taniiot be faid of our allies, who bdingCriiel, made great deftruc- 
tioii, and lefMrhed loaded with fowls and dogs. As loon as w'c returned 
Cortes relcaled the prilbners, arrd having given them food, and treated 
them kindly, he expoftulatcd w'ith them upon their madnefs in at¬ 
tempting to leftft us. He alfo at this time itrleafed two of the chiefs 
whom wc irad taken in the late battle, and lent them with a letter, and 
to inform their couiitrymen, that we only required an wnmolefted paf- 
lagc to Mcxktj. Thefl* chiefs waited upon their General Xicotenga, 
who was polled with his arniy^al thcdiilaiice of two leagues, at a place 
named to the of my recollection Tehuacihpacihgo, and delivering 
the nv'lTage with which they were intrufted, the reply of ,Xicotcnga 

was. 
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was, •* we ihould go to the head -town of TIafialat whcie peats 
** (hould be made with us fay devouring our bodies, and of&ring our 
** hearts and blood to their gods i and that on the next morning, he 
** w(Hiki ^veus hisaiifwerm perTon.** Hiis knguage, after wlmt we 
had experienced, it muft be confefied founded moft terribly in our cars. 
Cortes however did riot fufier his appreheniions to appear, and treated 
the meflbigers even more kindly than before, in order to induce thens 
to go again. He then enquired relative to the power of Xicotenga and 
the nature of his command. They informed him, that the army now 
a(!^bled contifted of the quotas brought by five chiefs, each of which 
was ten thou&nd men. Thcfc chiefs were, Xicotenga the elder, father 
of the general, Maxicatzin, Chichimecatecle, Tecspaneca cacique of 
Tope)ranco, and a cacique named Guaxobcin. Thus iifty thoufand 
wsuriors were now ranged under the banner of XiciHenga, which was, 
a white bird with the wings fpread refembling an oftrkh. Each divi- 
(ion of the troops had alfo its own marks of diAin<Slion: this we found 
to be the cafe, and that each cacique bore them in the manner of our 
nobility in Caftille, although when we were firll informed of it by our 
prifoners we diibelieved it. When all this was communicated to us, 
beiitg but mortals, and like all others fearing death, we pnqKued for 
battle by confeilBng to our reverend fathers, who were occupied during 
the whole night in that holy office. 

On the fifth of September 1519, having brought out our whole 
force not excepting the wounded, the crofs-bowmen ^d muficctcers 
being dirc< 5 ted to fire alternately, fo that there (hould always be ibme of 
each loaded, the foldiers with fword and buckler being ordered to ufe 
the points, paffing them cl«ir through the bodies of their opponents, 
and the cavalry being inftrudhni to keep their ranks, and cliarge at half 
fpced, pointing their lances at the ^es of the enemy, and riding through 
them without halting to give thrufts, with our colours dying, and four 
of our conqMuiions as a guard upon them, we fet out upon our march. 
We had not proofed half a quarter of a league, when we (aw the 
troops of the enemy covering the plains. Each body dilplayed its ro- 

O f|Tc<ftive 
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fpedtive device, and they advanced, founding all th^ warlike in^- 
ments. . 

Much might he writtoi ^ the iubjed df this great, and long 
doubtful battle, where four hundred men ihxxi to hc^, which 

furrounding tlkm from all i>arts, filled thefe phuiisT extending in every 
dire^on for the fpace of two leagues, h^y of our fmall number 
were fick and wounded, and we knew that the efiemy came upon us in 
a determination to fweep us from the earth, and facrifice us to their 
idols. Their firll difeharges of arrows, Hones, and two-headed darts 
which pierce any armour, and through the body where unprote<fled, 
covered the ground ^ and they continued advancing until thcyclofcd 
upon, and attacked jus with their lances, and two-handed fwords, 
fitting foot to loot, and encouraging each other by their cries and 
ihouts. Our artillery, mufketry, and crofs-bows played on them, and 
the home thrufts our infantiy made with their fwords, prevented their 
clofing upon us as much as they had done on the former occafion. Our 
cavalry alfo charged with fuch ef}c6t, that, next to God, it was to 
them we owed the viftoiy. At one period 1 faw our battalion com- 
pletdy broken, nor could all the exertions of Cortes for a time rally it, 
fuch the preiTure of the enemy upon us. By the foie of our 

fwords, however, we at length forced them off from us, and were then 
enabled to dofe and form. One circumftance that .prefeiyed us was the 
thicknefs of the enemy, whereby full play was given to our artillery. 
Another was, that they did not know how to bring up their forces 
upon us without confufion, and fomc of the divifions could not come 
to the attack at all. The oiw compofed of the warriors of Guaxocingo, 
was prevented from engaging by Chichimecatecle, whom Xicotenga, 
the commander in chief, had provoked by fome infulting obfervation 
relative to the preceding battle. This circumfiaiKe we were informed 
of afterwards. They were alfo apprehenfive by experience of our ca¬ 
valry, our cannon, and other arms; but above all was the great mercy 
of God, who gave us force to fufbun their attacks. Two divifions as I 
have obferved flood aloof, from difgufl at what Xicotenga had faid 

relative 



( 99 ) 

relative to the condu^ of the fon of Chichimecatecle on the former oc> 
caiion: this being ob(erved by the otlm, (lackcned their ardour* and 
the lofs of one of their greateft chiefs killed, at length caulcd them to 
draw off their forces and retire, purfued-by our cavalry, though but for 
a very little diiUnce, owing to their exceflive fitigue. Thus being 
again mailers of the field, we returned our thanks to God for his inocy. 
c5ik of our foldiers was killed, above (eventy and lidl the horfes were 
wounded. I received two wounds, one by a flone, the other by an 
arrow; but they were not fuch as to prevent my^loing duty; indeed if 
wounds had exempted us, few would have been fit for it. 

Wc now returned to our former poll, having buried our dead in 
one of the fubterraneous dwellings already mentioned, filling and level¬ 
ling it, that our lofs ihould not be perceived by the enemy. How 
wretched and comfortlefs was our fituation after our hardlhips and 
dangers! We could not procure even oil and fait; and the cutting winds 
of the Sierra Nevada, made us fliivcr again. 

Cortes now fent three of his prifoners, together with thofc who 
had carried the former meflage, to repeat his demand of a free pafikge 
to Mexico, with threats of dcllru<5lion in cafe it was refufed. When 
our meifen^rs arrived at ^[ladcala, they found the chiefs of that nation 
much difguiled with their misfortunes and lolTcs; Hill th^ heard our 
propofals with a v«y unwilling ear, and font for their priefls, and arr- 
tain wizards who divine and foretdl by calling lots, in order to learn 
from them, if we were vincible, and which were the mo/l likely means 
of fucceeding againll us; alfo, if wc were fupcrnatural beings, and what 
our food confillcd of. It feems their wizards informed them, that wc 
were human beings, and fubfilled as fuch, not eating the hearts of thofc 
we killed, as they had been told, and that though invincible l^day, 
wc were to be conquered by night, for that all our force was derived 
from the prefence of the fun. This being believed, orders were imme¬ 
diately fent to their General Xicotenga to make an attack upon us during 
the night. Accordingly, he marched againil us with a force of ten 

O z thoufand 
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chouiknd warridrSt who attacked Our poft in three dtHbenf bodies, but 
our out parties had kept too good a lo^ out to be fuipriiiid, and a tno- 
mcnt was fufficient tO put us under aiths. They therefi^ met #kh 
fuch a reception as (boil cauled them to turn thdr backs, being, as it 
was moonlight, purfucd by our cavalry #ith a coniiderable kfs; and 
they returned to their pod heartily iick of a nocturnal attack. I have 
heard it faid, that finding thctnfclvcs deceived by their prieds and 
wizards, they in revenge fiarrifited two of them. Wc had but one of 
our aliics killed, and awo Spaniards wounded in this aflioh, and w'e 
made four prifoners; but on the enfuing day when we came to look 
into the fituation of our army,* it was far from confolatoiy j wc were 
dreadfully harrafial, had loft above fifty-five foldicrs by battle, ficknefs, 
and Icvcrhy of weather, and had fevend fick; our goictal was ill of a 
fever, as was our Rev. Father Olmedo, and the expectation of reaching 
Mexico was now confidered as a vifionary idea, after what Wc had cx* 
pcricnccd of the refiftance of the Tbfcalans. 

Wc had however in our army many cavaliers equally wife in 
council as th<^ were brave in the field, with whean Cortes never omitted 
confuking on important occafions, notwithftanding Gofnara fays that 
Cortes did this and that, as if he was the foie aCIOr, iftfomuch that 
even if he had been made of iron, he could rtot have executed all which 
that hiftorian aferibes to him. Let it fufficethat he. did ift every ,rcfpe^l 
Hke a good captain which he was, and this 1 (ay, that in addition to 
his other mercies God was pleafed to give us wildom to eounfel and 
advife Cortes, upon all important occafions, for the beft, as the rtfuk 
proved. But to have done with praifes, wc waited oh Cortes, and rc- 
prefented to him the favors which heaven had (hewn to us, and how 
evidendy they pointed out that w'c were relcrvcd for fome great end, 
and now wc advifed him to releafe his prifoners, and by them to make 
a fecond offer of amity to thefc people. Donna Marina, w'hofc fpirit 
fupported her in all dangers, and wheti (he knew that we were upon 
the brink of deftni<ftion, and were in ittomcnfafy apprehenfion oi being 
devoured, W’as at this time of moft eftential fci^'icc, for fhe explained to 

thofi- 
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flieft i^t, that it was out deteiminatidn, if thcit tountrfmcn did 
not ifhmedtattly treat, to march agaitxft and ddlmy them and their 
towfl. With this icfolutt ineffiigi6 they once mote to Tlafcala. 

Our mefSengers having arrived at Tlafcab, waited 6ft the chiefs, 
the fjrkieipal of them bearing in ovt hasul our letter, and in the 6ther a 
dart. Jt was the WiU of hc^en that the Tlafcalans (hould be now in¬ 
clined to enter into terms of accommodation. The two chiefs named 
Maitieatam, and XiCotenga the cider, imrnediately fent to invite the 
left, and aifb the cacique of duaxocingo their ally, and being all af> 
(onblcd, they re^ftefeated to them, that their attacks had been inefh:iflual 
on us, and deftruiflivc to them, and that we W'ere in hodility to their 
inveterate energies the Mcxicanis, who had made war on them for up¬ 
wards of a hundred years, by which they were now deprived of fait and 
cotton. Th^ thcTefert propofed, that their nation (hould accept our 
allkmee, and that, in order to perpetuate it, the daughters of tlicir hrifl 
^unilies (hould be offered to us as wives. To thefe propOfals they all 
agreed, and ftnt notice thereof to their general. This chief was highly 
offtnded at it« and InhAcd 6n making another night attack upon us. 
The council of Thfcala being informed of this, fent orders to iuperfedc 
him, but the capelins ind warriors refufed to ot)cy, and in confcquencc 
of his violent conduct, four 6f their principal and mod venerable chiefs, 
who were appointed to Vwit on, and invite us to their town, were in¬ 
timidated, and p i t v en ted from executing their miiTion. 

Having remained two days Withtmt doing any thing, we now pro- 
po(ed to Cortes to march to a place called Zumpacingo, the chief town 
of the didridt, the people of which Iiad been fummoned, but had treated 
our medage with ncgle^. Accordingly, early in the morning we fet 
out, under the command of Cortes who was nut yet quite recovered. 
The morning was extremely cold, the wind adedting two oT our horfes 
fo much that we were afraid they would have died. Proceeding on our 
march, we arrived at the town before daybreak. The indant the na¬ 
tives heard of our approach, they fled from their houfes, crying, that 

the 
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the Teulcs were coming to kill them. We halted in a walled indofure, 
until it was light, when certain priefts and old men came from the 
temples, and apologized for not having attended to our fummons, 
aferibing their condud; to the threats ^ Xicotenga. Cortes ordered 
thefe people to go to their head town aiid ifeiire the chiefs to attend him, 
in order to bring about a peace; for we wax as yet ignorant of what 
had palled. Wc obtained here a good fupply of proviHons, and the 
farther advantage, that the Indians formed a favorable opinion of us, 
which daily gained ground. The chiefs and old men went to Tlafcala, 
and their reprefentations had fuch an effi:<fl, that orders were given to 
adl the neighbouring people, to fend in proviAons to us. 

Some of our foldiers began now to hold very querulous language; 
more cfpecially thofe who had left good hoiifes and plantations in the 
Ifland of Cuba. Seven of them waited at this time upon Cortes, and 
their fpokefinan addrefloj him in a prepared oration in the manner of 
advice, wherein he rcprclcntcd to him, that above fifty-five of our com¬ 
panions were dead, and that wc were ignorant of the fituation of thole 
in Villa Rica. That notwithftanding the mercies which had been 
Ihcwn us, it was imprudent to tempt God too often, and it was nc- 
ceflary to avoid being brought into a worfc fituation than that of Pedro 
Carbonero, for at prefent there was hardly a hope of cfcaping being 
lacrificcd to the idols of the natives. But that though it Ihould pleale 
God to preserve us. Rill it u'as expedient to return to Villa Rica, and 
conRrud a vdfdl to fend to CuImi for alTiRance ; and they lamented the 
imprudence of having totally dcRroyed our (hipping, a deed the ralh- 
nefs of which could not be parallelled in hiftory. They added, that 
thougli our fituation was worfe than that of bealh of burthen, who if 
forced to labour have at leaR food and rcR, yet they had hitherto dc- 
fifted from remonftrating, as not thinking the time admitted of it, but 
that now the enemy \\ erc withdrawn and the country fcjcmed peaceable, 
the prefent opportunity (hould not be omitted to be taken. 


Cortes repUed mildly, that he believed there never exiRed Spanilh 
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fddiers who had exhibited more valour and perfeverance tlian ourfclves, 
and that it was neceilary to continue to do (b in order to iavc our lives. 
That with our courage he was well acquaint, as he alfo was with 
many other circumfhuices which they had then mentioned. But, that 
as God had delivered us from thofe great perils, he hoped the i^c 
mercy w'ould be continued to us in future. He then appealed to tlusm 
if he had ever (hewn himfdf unwilling to (hare dangers with us, 
which indeed he well might, for he was ever forward on thofc occa- 
/ions, and continued his reply, adding, that as we had wherever we 
went preached to the ignorant natives the do<l[trines of our holy faith, 
he tru{^ we (houkl llill receive the divine aiTiilance, and that of his 
patron St. Peter. That as to deftroying our (hips, it was done by good 
advice; “And,** continued he, ** Gentlemen, our fame will exceed 
“ far that of the moft: illuftrious of our predeedfors, who never, as you 
** obferve, dared to take fuch a mcafurc; and therefore it is better, in- 
*' Head of repining, to look forward, and leave all to be guided by the 
“ hand of God. As to our return, it is true the natives wc had left 
** behind arc now friendly, but if wc feemed to retreat, titc very ifones 
** would rile againil us. Therefore gentlemen, thus it is; bad there, 
*' worfe elfewherc, better ftay as you are, here in a plentiful country, 
** and as to what you fay of loflcs, deaths, and fatigues, fuch is the 
** fortune of war, and wc did not come here in fcarch of paf^imes and 
“ amufements. Therefore I lx?g of you, who arc all cavaliers by your 
** flation authorized to fet an example, that you no longer will thjnk 
** of returning, but do your duty like the valiant foldicrs 1 have always 
“ found you to be.** 

The others replie^i deprecating flill the march to Mexico; he then 
cut them fhort by faying, that according to the fong, it was better to 
die at once than live dilhonored; and Cortes being fupported in thefe 
fentiments by all his friends, the complaints of thefe people were ffified 
for the prefent, for we all cried out that no more (hould be £ud upon 
the fubjcdl. 
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After four mcHagcs from the chiefs of Tkfcala to their general, to 
fend a peaceable <»nba(!y to us, that chief was obliged to comply. Ac* 
cordingly forty Indians arrived at our quarters, (bit by him with fowls, 
bread, and fruit; tlicy allb brought with than four old womon in 
wretched clothing, fomc incenfc, and a quantity of parrots feathers. 

Having offered their incenfc to Cortes, one of the men addicffcd 
him as follows. “ This prcfbit our General Xicotenga fends you. If 
you arc, as it is faid, Tculcs, and defire human facrifices, here arc 
** thefe four women; take their ^hearts and blood for food; as we 
** knew not your picafurc, we have not hitherto facriheed them to you, 
** now do as you chufc with them. If you arc men, here are fowls, 
bread, and fruit; if you arc benignant Teules, we offer to you this 
** incenfc and thefe parrots feathers.** Cortes replied that he had already 
fent to them requiring peace, as our object in coming was to make 
nrunifcA the truths of our holy religion, and in the names of our 
God and Emperor, to prohibit human facrifices; that we were men 
like thcmfclvcs, but not accuftomed to put any to death ekeept in our 
own defence, and that they fhould no longer continue their mad re¬ 
finance, but embrace peace when it was of^rol to them. 

Thefe men it feems were fpics; we were warned of this by our 
friends of Ccmpail, who informed us likewife that the people of Cim- 
pactngo had faid that Xicotenga meant to attack us. Cortes now made 
immediate invefligation, and caufing four of thefe Indians to be feized, 
they confefled the whole, and that their general was waiting only for 
♦heir report, to attack us on that veiy night. Cortes then caufing 
fcvcntccn of the Tlarcalans to be arrefled, made their hands be flruck 
off, and alfb thcthutpbs of others, and in that condition fent than to 
their chief, with an invitation to him to come and attack us; faying, 
that uc would wait, for the fpace of two days, and at the expiration of 
that time, if he heard no farther, would come and feck for him in his 
)x>fl. Xicotenga was prepared to march againil us, when his fpics re¬ 
joined him in that lamentable flatc; but from the moment he law them, 
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he lofl his ooumge arid haughtihefi. AUh one of thofe dii^iiions with 
the chiefs of whkh he quamlled, u thi$ time <|uitlM his amiy, as 
we weie informed. 

A vedette noW, uftex{)e£tedly» announced the approach of a nu¬ 
merous train of Indians by the road of Tlaic^a, imd his companion 
who had ftaycd to ohfcrvc them, fliortly after gaBdp^ in and informed 
us that they were hard by; we therefore conceivdi hopes of that which 
it turned out to be, an embafly of peace; \ 'Chiles orefored us all to <Htr 
quarters, and on the arrival of the cmba%, the four old men deputed 
for the purpofe, advancing from' the reil:, went to the place where our 
general was, and bowing their heads, couched the ground with their 
hands, and killed them; making three more bows they then advanced, 
and having prefented their incenfe th^ hud,' that they were fent on the 
part of the people of Tlafcala, to put themfolves under our protection; 
declaring that thi^ never would have made war upon us, but for their 
belief that we were the allies of Montezuma, their mortal and ancient 
enemy. They added, that the ftrll attack made upon us was hy the 
Chontales Elfomics, or mountaineers, (without their approbation,) who 
thought that they could ealily bring our fouU number to their lords the 
Tiafcalans; they then faid, that they were come to folicit pardon for 
the offence, and that the genewFof their army and other chiefs (hould 
fliortly wait upon us. Having flniflied, they bowed, touching the 
ground, and killing their hands. Cortes, alTumi^g a fevere locdc, re¬ 
proached them for the violence they had committed, but in conlidcra- 
tion of their wilh to expiate their offences he told them, that he was 
now willing to accept their prefents and weeive them into favor. He 
bid them immediately fend their chiefs to him; -^ in cfft they failed 
to come he was determined to proceed in hoflility agaii^ thorn, but 
that his wilh was for peace; in token of which he made them a prdent 
of fomc artificial diamonds. The four amhalTadors returned W'ith this 
meflage, leaving thofc who had attended them with provilions, in our 
quarters. Wc now were convinced of the finecrity of their profcHions, 
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which came in very good time, for we Mwe beartfly tiled of this (evere 
and hopclcTs war. , 

The hiftorian Gomara fays, that Cortes afeiended a rock, in order 
to get a view of Zumpacingo. I fay it was dole to our ftation, and 
the m^ have been blind indeoJ who could not have feen it from 
thence. He alfo talks of mutinies, and other things, of which he fays 
that he was informed, I fay that never was a captain in the world 
better obeyed than Cortes, and that no fuch thought ever entered the 
mind of any of us, nor any thing that could be fo conftrued, except 
the afHur of tlic faqds, and what I have lately related, which was only 
by way of advice, for the whole of our foldicrs follow’ed him moft 
zcaloufly, and it is no flrangc thing that good foldicrs fhould occa- 
(tonally co^nfcl their chief. 

The news of the great vidoiy which it had been the will of God 
to givt; to us flew through all parts, and foon reached the cars of the 
great Montezuma s infomuch tliat this monarch, awed by the fame of 
our valour, lent five of the principal noblemen of his court, to con¬ 
gratulate us itpori our fucccfles. By them he lent a prefent of various 
articles of wrought gold, to the amptmt of a thoufand crowns, and 
twenty loads of the richcll mantles, with a declaration of his w'ifti to 
become a vaflal of our great monarch, to whom he oflRrred to pay an 
annual tribute; adding, that from the efleem in which he hdd our 
general, he much wifhed to fee him at his court in Mexico, but that 
he was obliged to deprive himfelf of that fatisfatf^ion, in confequenct. 
of the poverty of the country and badnefs of the roads by w'hich he 
was to pafs. fCortes exprefied his obligation to this great monarch for 
the prefent, and his ofler to pay tribute to our fbvereign; he requeftcj 
the ambafladors to flay and accompany him to Tlafcala, with which 
government lie had not yet made his conclufivc arrangements, and de¬ 
filed that they would allow him to defer giving any farther anfw’cr on 
that day. He was now- convalcfccnt, and had taken as a medicine cer¬ 
tain apples of great virtue, the produce of the Ifland of Cuba. 
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While Cortes was converdag wkh the ambonkdors of Montezuma, 
Xicotenga and fifty of his principal warriors, all clothed in uniform 
habits of white and red, arrived and waited on him w'ith great refpe^t. 
C<Mtes Tcccival him with no Icfs, and made him fit down at his fide. 
The chief then told him, that he came in the name of his father, anti 
the reft of the principal perfons of his nation, to iblicit our friendfhip, 
to fubmit to our montuch,. and to apologize for having taken up arms 
againft us, the reafon of which w'as, the apprehenfion of the wiles of 
Montezuma. He &dded, that their country was very poor, producing 
neither gold, filver, jewels, cotton, nor even fait, which laft article 
Montezuma prevented them from obtaining. He faid alfo, that what 
gold their anceftors .h^d cohered, he had deprived them of, ahd that 
if they did not now bring fatisfadlory preibits, their poverty muft 
plead their cxcufc. He made many other complaints of Montezuma, 
and concluded by cameftly foliciting our alliance. This chief was of 
tall ftaturc, ftrong, and well proportioned; his face broad, and fonic- 
what wrinkled; of a grave afpe^, and aged about thirty-five years. 
Cortes treated him with every mark of friendfhip, and exprefltxl his 
farisfaeftion .^having been the means of inducing fo rcfpe(5lablc a na¬ 
tion to becoiiiMli^'vaftals to our fovercign, and allies to us. ThcTlafcalan 
chief then invited him to his city, which Cortes promifed to vifit as 
foon as he had difpatchcd his bufinefs with the ambailadors of Mon¬ 
tezuma. At the condufion of the converfation however, Cortes ad- 
drefled a few words to them of a more ferious nature, in refped to <hc 
offences which they had committal againft us, warning tiiem to take 
care of their condud in future. They all promifed tlic utmoft fidelity, 
and this converfation having pafted in the prcfcncc of the ambaftadorK 
of Montezuma, they attemptol to ridicule the credit which we gave to 
the affuranccs of the Tlafcalans, which they afterted were fo many de¬ 
ceptions, their intention being to fall on and murder us in their city. 
Cortes replied, that any fuch attempt would bring with it its own 
punifhment, and that he was determined to march to Tlafcala, if it 
were only in order to afeertain the finarrit)' of the people. The ambaf- 
fadors of Montezuma then requefted a delay of fix days, to obfciin far- 

P 2 ther 



{ «C8 ) 

farther inAni^ions. This Cones meded to; for which be had two mo¬ 
tives, firil, his Aatc of health, fccondly, becaufe the «bfcrvations of 
the Mexican ambai&dors afibrded grounds for ierious itfle^ions. He 
now alfo fent to Juan de Eibdante, informing him of what had hap¬ 
pened, and requiring fome vdlcls of faament^ which had 

been buried in a certain place, and alfo fc^oie^ confcciated bread, tliat 
which we |»d brought with us being uiii^. at this time eredbed 
a fumptitous and k^'ty crofs in our quarters, and iCShites ordered the 
people of Zumpacingo to purify and whitewaih a temple, w hich they 
accordingly did. 

' ^ ■ 

Our friends of TIafcala brought us continually ample fupplies of 
proviiions, fuch as fowls, and tunas or Indian figs, and they repeated 
their invitations, which we could not as yet accede to, confidently with 
the engagement which we had made to the Mexican ambafifadors. At 
the expirsttion of the time which Cor^s had given, fix noblemen fent 
by tl^, grdit Montezuma arrived, with a prefent of various articles in 
gold^i^i^ the value of three thbufand crowns, and two hundred rich 
mantles. They alfo brought a mefiiage of a congratulatory nature, and 
containing the mod earned requed and advice, by n6|||tans to go to, 
or trud the pec^le o£ TIafcala. Cortes irccived the preient with every 
expredion of gratitude, alluring them that he would repay it in good 
works to their monarch, adding, that, as to the Tlalcalans, he w'as 
thankful for the warning, and if they attempted any treachery, would 
make them pay for it with their lives. At this moment he received in¬ 
telligence of the arrival of the Tlafcalan chiefs ^ he therefore requeded 
of the ambadadors a delay of three days, before he gave his anfw cr to 
them. 

The ancient chiefs of TIafcala, named Maxicatzin, and Xicotenga 
the elder, a blind man, together with Guaxolacima, Chichimecatecle, 
and Tecapaneca of Topeyanco, now arrh’td at our dation, home on 
hammocks, in litters, and on men’s backs, attended by a great train. 
Saluting Cortes with great refpedb, Xicotenga the blind chief addreded 
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him ikying* tint they had lent to him, to requeil panbn for their 
hoiUlitks, which they aicribed to the rt] 4 >icion they entertainai of our 
being allied to Montezuma. But now we know* laid he, who, and 
what you are, we would go down to the oxdl to invite you from your 
fhips, and fweep the roads before ypui iR prefent the utmoil we can 
do is, to requeil your company in our city, w'here you (hall be ferved in 
e\'ciy manner th^is in our power. Wc at the fente time warn you* not 
to give credit tamk mifreprefentations of thefe Mexicans, who are in¬ 
fluenced by the malice which they bear to. us. Cortes returning many 
thanks to them, ikid, he wotdd have vtiited them before that time, but 
that he w’anted to draw his cannon; upon which, in lefs than 
half an hour, above five hundred of the natives were aiTcmbled for the 
purpofe, and early in the morning we ict out upcm our march, attended 
by the Mexican ambafhidors, by the requeil of Cortes, who kept them 
near him, Icil they ihould meet with any infult. Before I proceed, I 
muil mention, tlm from this time the natives always addrefled Cortes 
by the name of Malintzin; the tekfon of which was, that DonfU^ Ma¬ 
rina being our Itngiitil, and interpreting to Cortes, they gave the 
name of Marina*s captain, which in their pronunciation was pemrted 
to Malintzin,:: Wc entered the territory of Tiafcala twenty-four tbys 
before our arrival at the chief city, w’hich was on the twenty-third of 
September 15 x 9 . 

\s fopn as the chiefs perceived that we were on our inarch, they 
went before us to provide our lodgings, and when wc approached their 
city they came out tomeet us, bringing their daughters and female re¬ 
lations ; but each tribe, or diviflon of inhabitants, diflin<fl and fcpagxtc; 
for it Teems that of thefe there were four, cxcluflve of that under the 
government of To:apancca, lord of Topeyanco. Each of thefe tribes 
was diflinguiflied by a diflbent uniform, of cloth made of ncquen, for 
cotton was a luxury not within their reach. The priefls came with 
their incenfe pots, in loofo white garnumts*i with their long hair matted 
and clotted with blood which flowed from recent cuts in .their ears, 
and the nails upon their fingers were remarkably long. They falutcd 
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Cortes with fcverence, artd the pe<^ple« when we enteged the town, 
crowded ttj^n us in fuch numbers as to make the iheets hardly poilkble, 
pidenting to Cortes and the cavahy,* garlands of beautiful andodori< 
femus flowers. Wh^n we arrived at ibm^ large courts, in the apart¬ 
ments about which we were to be lodged, the two tdiiefs taking Cortes 
by the hand* brought him to that which was intended for him, and 
every Spanifli (bldicr was accommodated wflth a b^ compofed of a 
mat, and Clothes made of ncquen. Our allies wcfPlodgod near us, 
and the ambafladors of Montezuma, by the dcflre of Cortes, in the 
apartment next to his own. Although we had c\'eiy conlidcncc in the 
liftcericy of the Tlafcalans, yet Cortes never permittcyl the kail relaxation 
in military duty ; when the chiefs obferved this, it gave them a jcaloufy, 
as they thought it to indicate that wc harboured fufpicions of them, 
and they fpokc to Cortes on ths fubjc<5l in fuch terms as convinced us 
all of their linccrity. Cortes replied aflurances of his perfc<5l reliance 
upon their jtruth, and alfo informed them, that it was merely a com- 
plianoDjjjvith the cuflom of our countiy. 

As foon as an altar could be crei^ed, Cortes ordered mafs to be 
faid by Fra. Juan Diaz, the Rev. Father Olmcdo being ill of a fever. 
At this puiny of the native chiefs were prefent, and after it was ended 
Cortes took them wUh him to his apartment, attended by thofc foldicrs 
who ufually accomjuutied him. Xicotenga the cider then told him, 
that tlicy had prepared a prefent of which they requefled his acceptance. 
Accordingly, fomc pieces of gold, and of cloth were produced, not 
altogether worth twenty crowns- The chief then addreHlcd him, cx- 
prefltng his fear that he would defpife fuch a paltry ofler, but that their 
poverty, and die extortions of Montezuma, of. whom they were obliged 
to purchaie peace at the cxpcnce of all they poflfeflcd, were the caules 
of it. Cortes received their prefent with thanks, laying, that little as 
tt was, he valued it more from them, as a teftimony of friendiliip, 
than if others had given him a houie full of gold. Xicotenga then 
proppfed to him an alliance between our two nations, and that we 
(bouid accept their daughtere in marriage, making the offer of his own 
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to Cartes. Our general thanked Kim for theic marks of good wilK 
and the chte& remained ivkh kim a whole day* Xicoienga who 
(hewed paitkdbu: attachment to Cortes, was hliiid i. he was,.curious to 
examine with his hands, hk heaii, features, and heard^ wdiich the 
general permitted him to do. 

»•* '1^ . 

On the next the chitds brought five daughters of caciques*, 
handfome in cciili|niiibn to the other women cd* the country, wdA 
dredoi, and each attended by a female l^e. Xtcotenga then prefented 
his own daughter to Cortes, deirring him to a6ign the reft to his of- 
ftcers. Cortes thanked him, but obierved, that for the piefent the 
ladies muft remain with their parents. The chief aiking the reafon 
why he would not receive them he relied, that it was ncceilkry hrft to 
obey the mandates of our l..ord God, and the will of our monarch who 
had fent us thither, to put a flop to human ^crihees, and other evil 
prw51iccs, .and being them to the true iaith in the adoration of one God. 
He then (hewed them a beauteous image of our Lady, with her pmdous 
fon in her arms, and explained to them that it was the rcprcienlatipn of 
the holy Mary, who is in the heavens, and mother to our Lord, the 
grace of the Holy Ghtdl, ** Sine pcccato concepta,” and that (he is our 
mediatrix with her precious fon, who is our Lord God; then, (aid he, 
if you wi(h to be our brethren, and that we (hould intermarry with you, 
renounce your idolatrous worfliip, and adore our God, the good eftedts 
of which you will foon perceive in your temporal concerns, suid thereby, 
after this life, your fouls (hall ;bc taken into heaven, there to enjoy 
eternal happineft. Whereas, by pordfting in the worfhip of your idols, 
which are devils, you will be drawn by them to their inib’nal pit, there 
to bum eternally in (lames of Hre. Cortes after an excellent harangue 
containing much more matter to the fame eflfcdt, which was :pcrfcdlly 
well explained by our inievprcters, here ceafed and waited their anfiver, 
which was given by the chiefs as follows. That they readily believed 
all that they had heard now, and before, of ftie excellence of our God, 
and his faints, and that they hoped in time to tmderftand more upon 
the fubje^ j tfat in regard to tiie renunciation of their ancient religion. 
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if they yf txe to do it in their old age« in or^ to pleafe us, what would 
their prie^ and the ri&ig generation think of thmi ? Tliqr woiiki laife 
an,;inrurre|&ip|i s the i|W»re jo, u the^ricfts had already confulted their 
gods, who h^ commanded them hy i^, , me^ to omit their human 
£u:riHoes, and othqr ancient cuilcitnsi as In cafe of failure in the ob> 
iervance^ them, they would punifli the pnpmry with famine, pefti- 
lencc, atm war. ' They therefore requcllcd.t^ be no more fpoken to on 
the fu^jedl, as thi^^ could not renounce their gods bitt with their lives. 

Whqn the Rev. Father cSmcdo, who was a wife man and good 
thMl^ian, heard this, he adviicd Cortes to urge it no farther at pre- 
fcnt, being adverfe to forced converfions, notwithftanding it had been 
done in Cempoal. He alfo obferved, that the dellru€tion of their idols 
was a'^fruitlefs violence, if the principle was not eradicated from their 
minds by arguments, as they would find other idols to continue their 
worfhip to, elfcwhere. Three other cavaliers, Alvarado, De Leon, and 
Dc XaiTO, alfo fpokc to Cortes to the fame efH^. We however got 
one temples cleared out, andere<%ing an altar, converted it into a 
chrifG^ church, and here the ladies defined to be the brides of our 
officers were baptized. The daughter of Xicotenga received the name 
of Dpuna Louifa. -and was taken by the hand by Cortes, who prefented 
her to Alvarado, telling her father, that officer was his brother: at 
which the old chidf exprcfTcd his entire iiuisfacSlton. The niece or 
chughter of Mamcatzin was gH'cn to Vdafquez dc Leon, to the beft of 
my recOlledtion: fire was very handfbme, and took the name of Dorma 
Elvina; and the reft whofe names I do not now remember, but they 
were all Donnas, avcrc affigned to De Oli, Sandoval, and Avila. After 
the<ceremony, the reafon of the eredkm of croflfei was explained to the 
native, .as being done in order to terrify and expel the evil fpirits they 
worfhipped, .to all which they liftened with proper attention. Before I 
Ipfocccd ftirther 4 mull: mention, that almoft the whole province of 
TVfcalapaUl homage and made prefents to Donna Louifa: Alvarado 
hra^j her a ion *named Don Pedro, and a daughter named Donna 
ivife at prefent to D.>.Fra. dc la Cueva, a good cavalier, coufin 
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to the ^ke df Albuqud^qbe, by whom i(£e has five fisns a|l 

werthy cavaliers; Donna liCbnora herfelf an exc^flbsnt 1^ ttic 
true deicendant of fuch a father* wlio was In* right of Dio&ii 
great lord* or as it were fovereign* In l!l^fcala. 

Cortes now obtained in a 'cbnveriation with Xioitcnga the eh!^ 
and Maxicatzin, confidcrable information eelative to Mexico. Th^ 
told him, that Montezuma had an army of a hundred thoufand war¬ 
riors ; that the enmity between the Mqricans and Thdcalans Imd fub- 
Itftcd above a hundred years, the latter having foitiKx! an jllianoe for 
mutual protection with the people of Guaxocingo, and that all the dtf- 
rridls which Montezuma had brought under his fubjetflion were dilfii- 
tisfied with his tyranny, and inclined to favor his enemies. They faid 
that the |)cople from whom the Tlafcalax» had fuffiard mofi, were thofc 
of Cholula, from which city, the troops of Montezuma could come 
by furj^rife upon the Hafcalan territory; that the Mexican garrifbns 
occupied all the cities of the neighbouring flates, who were obliged to 
p.!)’ tribute to their monarch, in gold, manufactures, and vii^ims for 
facrifia;; and in (hort, that his wealth and power were immenfe. They 
informed him alfo of the great ftrength of the city of Mexico, of the 
lake, and tlic caufeways wdth their wooden drawbridges. They farther 
delcribcd that city as built princi^ially in the water, fb that there was no 
paHing from one houfe to another except by draw'bridgcs or in canoes, 
and tliat all the houics were terraced at top, and defended by parapets. 
The arms of the Mexicans they deferibed as confining of doubk-hcaded 
darts throw'n by a kind of fling, lances w ith double-edged blades of 
an ell in length, made of ftonc, and (harper than a razor, two-liandecl 
fwords of the fame material and conftrudlion, and fhiclds. The Tlaf- 
caian chiefs then produced for our infpedtion large cloths of nequen, 
whereon were painted repiykntations of their various battles. The dif- 
courfc afterwards turned upon thcmfclvcs and tlrcir nation. They fiud 
that their anceftors had told them, that in foitri^ times the couiltiy was 
Inhabited by mm and women of great fiature, and wicked manners, 
whom their anccflors had at length extirpated; and in order that wc 
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might ji^c oCthc bulk of tfieie'pcopki th^ bitMight us t bone which 
liid belong^ tj^ one of ip large, that when pIaoe4 l^right k was 
as high as a mklcUtilg uoan s Jt was. the bone between the knee and 

the hi^ i 1 0oodby it, and k w'as .m^^ bright, though I am. as tall 
as the' geneiali^ of men. Xliey brd«^1w pieces of other bones of 
giWk &o^:but much conCumed by timej one 1 have mentioned 

was entire j we. were ai^ontil^ at thefc remits, and thought that they 
certain^^. demonftratod the foimr cxikcncc of giants. This bone we 
fent tb CadiBe for his Majc%?s infpedUon, by the firft perfons who 
went oti out^;;afHiirs from hcnce» The clu^s alfo told us how their idols 
had pitdidled, that men (hould come h^dtis diibint parts where the fun 
riies, to fubjugatc tlu: countiy, and; that they believed us to be thofc of 
whom their gods had fpoken. Cortes replied that it certainly w as the 
cafe, that we were fent by . our monarch to cultivate friendihip with 
than, and that he hoped wc fhould be the inibrumems of their falva- 
tion, to which we one and all faid. Amen. 

fm 

Ey.this time the cavaliers my readers, are I fear tired of tl^ con< 
verfarion with the Tlafcalansj I muft how'cvcr mention fomc other 
fluids which occurred here. There was a volcano near Guaxocingo, 
which at this time threw up great quantities of flames. C.iptain Diego 
dc Ordas went to examine it, attended by two foldicrs and fomc prin¬ 
cipal Indians. The natives were afraid to approach nearer to it than 
tbf temples 6f Popocatepeque, but Dc Ordas with his two companions 
proceeding, reached the fummit, and looked down into the crater, 
which forms a circle of about a quarter of a league in diameter; from 
hence thcjvalfo had the firft view of the city of Mexico, at the diflance 
of twdve or thirteen leagues. This was thought at the time a great 
achievement. When De Ordas went to Caflille, he ol^ained permiflion 
from his W&jcfty, to bear the volcano of Guaxocingo in his coat of 
amis, and it is fo .borne by his nephew who lives in La Puebla. This 
mw^tain for fevml yeart^ un^ I 530 t did not throw out flames; but 
at tblft' pfiod It raged again; violently. 
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Ip thb town of HaMft we found 

fined fattqaed their vuftims. Thde we ddhoyed^' the vSi^ 

fortunate prifoners* who reimtneclwith us, 

homes. Cortes fpoke in very tenns to the 

upon their perf^emnce in this he^id cuflomi they promif«i;|bnaiM3- 

raent, but what availed that, when, on our baclps being tumedr dt^ 

immediately revoted to their old ahpminatkms 1 
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CHAPTER VII. 

V ^ V 



l^he Spanijh Afiny proceeds tm it$ march to Mexico, 


X^FlTER a rcpofc of ftventeen days in Tlaftala, it was determined to 
{Kroi^ute our march to Mexico. Upon this fubje^ much difference of 
opinion exh^ed, the rich fetclcrs of Cuba being very adverfe to it. The 
l^^luticHi which we had taken grieved Our friends of Tlaicala, who 
carneilly advifed us by no means to truft Montezuma or his people, 
nor their fmooth and courteous words and manners; for tliat they were 
treacherous in the extreme, and would either retain us to breed men for 
Montezuma's fervice, or in a favorable, hour, would fall upon, and 
deikny us. But, in cafe of our liaving hoftilities with them, they ad- 
viied us to kill all, neither fpariiig the riiing youth, nor the aged coun- 
fcllor. Cortes thanked, and propofed to them, an amic'ablc treaty with 
their ndghbours the Mexicans; but they would not hear of this, 
faying, they could not truft thofe, who would only under the veil of 
peace, better execute their treacherous defigns. In regard to our road, 
the Mexican ambail^ors eamcftly recommended that by Cholula; but 
our friends of Tlafcala as ftrongly advifed us by no means to go that 
way, but by Guaxocingo. Ncvcithclcfs w'c determined to go by Cho¬ 
lula, intending to remain there, until we could by ncgociation obtain a 
peaceable entry into Mexico. Cortes therefore fent meflengers to that 
pkee, to mform the chiefs of his intention, and exprefting his diftatis- 
fa<fliun that they had not come to wait upon him. 

JVt this time arrived four of the principal nobility of Mexico, with 
a.rich prefent,. It confifted of gold toihc value of ten thoufand crowns, 
arid W bales of the iineft mantles of feathers. Having falutcd Cortes 
with the |irofoun(kft rcfpedl, the ambaftadors delivered the meftage of 
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their m(Hiaix;h, which wa^ to this ef&d. That he wondered at our 
flay ambngft a people fb poor and bafe as the Tlafcah^if, who were 
robbers* and unfit even for flavcs; and he canfieflly that we 

would immediately viiit his capital. Cortes rci|>!ied afhiHng them that 
he would fhortly pay his rcfpofls to the gnat Montezuma, rcquefHng 
their flay with him during the interval. Hc^alfo determint^ to fckMi 
two cavaliers as ambafladcHrs, to wait on Montezuma, and view the city 
of Mexico. The perfons he pitched on were Pedro de Alvaratlo, and 
B. Vafqucz dc Tapia. They fet out on their joum^, accompanying 
the former Mexican ambafladors who had hitherto continjued with us. 

» ^ I 

I was at this time ill of my wounds, and of a fever; and therefore in¬ 
capable of obferving exa^ly all that pafleJ, but I jenow, that their 
going thither appeared to us a very unwife mcafure, and in conlcqucnce 
of our remonflranccs, they were recalled. 

I'hc chiefs of Cholula now fent us four men of low condition, 
with a very dry and uncourtcoiis anfwcr to our mcffiigc, and without 
any prelcnt whatever. This evidently apjTcarcd to be done in contempt, 
and Cortes fcnt notice to them, that if their chiefs did hot wait upon 
him in three days, they fhould be confidcred as rebels; but that in cafe 
of their compliance, he would be happy to tfteem them as brothers, 
and had much to tell them of great importance. They then fcnt word 
that they dared not to come amongfl their enemies the Tlafcakns, who 
they knew had mifreprefented them and the great Montezuma to ys : 
but they requefted that we vyould vifit their city, where they would 
give us an honorable reception. When the Tlafcalans faw our deter¬ 
mination to accept this propofal they told us, that fina: we were rc- 
folved to neglect their advice, tlicy cxpcdled that we would take with 
us ten thouland of their bell warriors. I'his was thoilght two great a 
number for a peaceable vifit; we however agreed to take two thoufand, 
who were immediately ready to attend us# 

Being well prepared againfl whatev'er might happen, we now fei 
out on our march, and arrived in the evening at a river, difeant a fhort 

league 
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ksigue from CHohtli, a fbnc btidge now buik acrpfs it. Hete 
fame the chiefs of the city came to congratulate us on our ardvaJ. 
Cdntinumg tinarcl| on the next day, when vw came near the dty, 
ur were met by the prirfb in a body, all drefled in caiTodcs 

of cotton, rcfethbling thqife of the Zapotecans. The chiefs preldited 
their inc^^ to Cortes, and after apologhEir^ for not having gone to 
Tlaf:ala, requcilcU that he would not pente fo hrge a body of their 
enemies to enter the city. This appearing reafomd>le, Cortes lent Al¬ 
varado and De Oli, to deflre our allies to hut tlnmnfelves in the field, 
and we then marched cai, attended ovdy by the Indians of Cempoal, and 
thoie who drew the artillery. Before he entered the city he made 
known to thefe people the objeds of his minion, as has been already 
fVequcntly related. Th^ replied without hciltation, that to our monarch 
they were ^xrrfcdly ready to yield immediate obedience, which they 
did I but that as to abandoning their ancient religion, they could not 
comply with any fuch demand. When wx entered their city, wc wxre 
conducted through an imnienfc crowd which filled the ftrocts and ter¬ 
races,. to our quarters in fomc large apartments, which contained us, 
our,allies of Cempoal, and thofc who conveyed the artillery and 
baggage. 

Oming the time w’c ftayed here, a plot w’as concerted by the am- 
badadprs of Montcauma, for the entry of twxnty thoufand of his troops 
into this city, to fall upon us j and fevcral houfes were filled with the 
pc^ and leathern collars, in which they were to have brought us pri- 
fopers to Mexico, but that God was pitted to foil their defigns. 

,For the fiiil two days, wx were entertained as wxll as wx could 
wifh, but on the third wc received no provifions, nor did either chief or 
pried: make his appearance. The few mhabirants that^wc faw, alfo, 
withdrew' from us with a myderious kind of fnecr in their faces, and 
Cortes at this time applying to the ambafladors ro procure for us our 
prdyifions as ufual, all that we obtained was a Httlc wood and water, 
conveyed by fomc old men, .who told us that no maize was to be had. 

On 
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Oft thiJKfey ambafladors aijrivcd from Montearuma, who, in very dif- 
rcfpc^ful terms, forbid our approach to Mexico, and jtequired an im¬ 
mediate anfwcr. Cortes mildly cxprcflal Im fuj^ife at (bis alteration { 
he made them a prefoit, and requciled a ftibrt dday, which tluy ac¬ 
ceded to. He then fummoning his foldicrs, warned us to be alert, fof* 
that he fufpedted Ibmc great ticachcry. TIic chiefs having icfufod to 
attend him, he immediatefy font fome foldicrs to a gicat temple hard fcy 
our quarters, with orders to bring, as quietly as they could, two of the 
prieffs. In this they fuccccded without any difliculty, and the priefts 
l)cing brought before the general, he made a prefont to each, and then 
enquired the rcafon of thefo extraordinary, appearances. Cmc of them 
was a perfon of rank, and authority over all the temples of the city, in 
the manner of a bifhop j tliis perfon alTured him, that if he hud an op- 
jjortunity of fpcaking to the chiefs, he could perfuade them to come; 
and being difoaiHed for this purpofo, he was as good as his word, for 
he foon returned accompanied by Icvcral of them. Cortes firfo afkcd 
the caufc of the change in their behaviour; he then demanded an im¬ 
mediate fupply of provifions, and alfo a number of their people for the 
enfuing day, to convey the baggage and artillery. The chiefs appeared 
confounded, but at length promifod to fend in provilions; though they 
fiid they had been forbidden by Montezuma, and that he was not fatis- 
fied tliat we fhould go any farther. Juft at this time three of our friends 
of Cempoal called out the general, and informed him, that thgr had 
difeovered hard by our quarters, pitfalls covered with wood and earth, 
and that clearing away the earth, and looking into one of them, they 
had found it fot with (harp ftakes; that the terraces o:^all the houfos 
were filled with ftoncs and parapeted with fods, and that they^had focn 
a barricade of ftrong timber in one of the ftrccts. At this infjbjifi ar¬ 
rived alfo eight Tlafcalans, from their army which was lying in the 
field; warned Cortes againft the intended attack, for it had come 
to their knowledge, that the people of the place had, on the preceding 
night, facrificed to their war god feven vitftims, five of whom were 
children, and they had alfo obfcrved, that they were withdrawing their 
women, children, and effe<fts, from the place. 


Hereupon 
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Hereupon Cortes (ent orders to the Tlafeakns to hotd thcmielves in 
readinefst «id rejoining the chiefs and prieils of the town, he cfeiired, 
theoi to be unckr no apprehenfion, but warned them not to deviate 
froan their obedience, on pain of tnihmt puniihment. He then de¬ 
manded of them two thoufand of their warriors to accompany him on 
his marcht on the enfuing day ; this tlicy readily promifed, thinking 
that it would tend to facilitate their projedks j they therefore took their 
leave .veiy well contented, and fent notice of our intentions to all thole 
concerned with them. Cortes then font Donna Marina to bring back 
the two priefts whom he had before ipoken to. In this fhc fuccecdctl, 
and Cortes obtained from them tlie following intelligence. 

They told him, that Montezuma, on our approach to Mexico, 
had become very unfettlcd in his mind, fometimes ordering that we 
Ihould be received with honor, and at other times tliat we Ihould not 
be permitted to pafs; but that having lately confultcd his gods, they 
had declared, that here in Cholula we were all to be put to death, or 
made prifoners, for which purpofe he had fent twenty thoufand of his 
troops, one half of which number was in the city, and the other con¬ 
cealed half a league from it. That the plan of their attack was fettled, 
and that twenty of us were allotted to be facrificed to the gods of Cholula. 
Cortes r^'arded them handfomely, and enjoining ftri<5t Iccrefy, dehred 
them to bring to him all the chiefs, at the time he appointed. He then 
fummoned a council of the ablcll and wilidl foldiers of his army, fomc 
of whom were for returning immediately, and others propofed various 
mcafurcs, but at length all agreed in the neceflity of fevcrcly punifliing 
this treachoy, as an example to other places. It was therefore deter¬ 
mined, that we fhould carry on the appearance of our intended march, 
preparing our baggage, and concealing our other mcafures, and that 
within the high-walls of the courts where we were quartered, punifli- 
m<int fhould be iniiid^cd on the Cholulans. AVith the ambafladors of 
Montezuma it was thought moil prudent to dificmble; we therefore 
toId.Iiiem of our having difeoveted the trealbn of the people, who had 
iifpcrfed Montezuma, as being the author of it; and wc propofed 

to 



( **« ) 

to them, to have no moie^^ntciamife with the inhabitants, but to retire 
to the apartment of Cortes. They iolemnly cfeclaied tlietr ignorance 
of the tranfadtion, and contrary to their inclination we '^ow put theilf 
under a good guard, for the night, during %hach our whole force re¬ 
mained under arms. 

If 

On this night, the wife of a cacique, an old woman, who was 
acquainted with the plot, came £bcrctly to Donna Marina whole ap¬ 
pearance had attra€ted her regard, and invited her to her own houfe, as 
a place of fccurity from the danger which was ready to overwhelm us, 
making at the fame time a prc^fal to her, to accept as a hufband, her 
fon, the brother of a boy who libcompanied her. Donna Marina, with 
a profuHon of thanks, and with her ufual acutenels and prejfinice of 
mind, agreed to all that fhe propofed, but faid that (he wanted ibmc one 
with whom to entruil her cftciSts. She then obtained information of 
every particular of the budnefs, all which the old woman informed her 
fhe had learned from her huiband, who was chief of one of the dividons 
of the city, and was then with his warriors, giving dirc(^ion$ for their 
junction with the Mexican forces. She added, that (he had known it 
three days before, in confcqucncc of prefents which had been font from 
Mexico to the different chiefs, her hufband having received at that time 
a golden drum.* Donna Marina, defiring this woman and her fon to re¬ 
main where they were and take care of her cffcdls. haffened to Cortes, 
and informed him of all that had pafled, and that the perfon from 
whom fhe had the information was in her apartrnent; in conicM|uencc of 
which, Cortes immediately fent for her, and the woman on being 
brought into his prefence confirmed all that flic had faid to Donna Ma¬ 
rina. and which exadlly agreed with the other infomntion he ^had 
received. 

When day broke, the hurry of the chiefs, prieffs, and people, and 
the fatisfa^ion which appeared in their countenances, were as great as 
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if th^ already had us in their cages. They brought many mote of 
rheir waniors to attend us than we had required^ infomuch that the 
(^rts« which remain at this day as a memorial of the event, large as 
th<^ were, could not contain them. We were all prepared for what 
was to be done, the foldicrs armed with fword and buckler were placed 
at the gate of the great court, in order to prevent any one from efcaping, 
and oor general was on horfeback, attend^ by a (Irong guard. When 
he faw how' the people crowded in he exclaimed, ** How anxious are 
** theie traitors to fcaif upon our fieih I But God will difappoint them.*' 
He lent diredions to the two prieifs who had given the information, to 
go immediately to their houfes, and this he did in order to favc their 
lives; then, cauling the reft of the ptiefts, and all the chiefs to be 
brought to him, he calmly alked them what was their reafon for 
plotting to deftroy us, and what wc had done, more than require them 
to abandon their abominable cuftoms, and endeavour to inftrudt them 
in tlie articles of our holy faith; and that for thefe rcaibns only, they 
had made preparations to cut us all oft*. That rheir evil intentions ap» 
peared by thdir having withdrawn the women from the town, and that 
when wc rcquirctl the proviftons which they withheld from us, they 
had infultcd us by fending in wood and water. He faid that he knew 
of the ambufeade that was placed upon the rc»d which they expected 
us to go, and that the rccompenfe which they intended for our holy 
and fiddly Cervices was, to kill and eat us, for which puipofc the 
pots were already boiling, and prepared with fait, pepper, and tomatas. 
That if they were determined to attack us, it was better to do it in a 
manly way, s» the Tlarcalans did; he added, that he alfo knew that 
twenty of us were to be lacrificed to their idols, to whom they had madc^ 
a prcqmiatoiy of&ring of feven of their brethren; but the viftory the 
idols had promifed them, it was not in their power to give, and the 
eftedts of their treafon were now ready to fall on their own heads. 

, This being fucceflivcly explained to the natives by Domm Marina, 
confefled the whole of the charge, but faid that it was planned 
entirely by the orders of Montezuma. Cortes rfplied, that fuch crimes 
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were never fuffered t6 pafs without puniflunent, and he then commandal 
a mufket to be fired, as the fignal for flaughtcr, which was waited for 
by iis, who were as I have irlatcil well pnrparcd, and falling upon the 
multitude then inclofed wirhin the courts, we executeti their piinifli- 
ment on them in a manner th.jt they will ever rcmcmlxr j for a numlicr 
of them were killed by us inftantly, and many afterwards burned alive, 
very contraiy to the expetf^ations they had formed from the promifes of 
their gods.-f* Within two hours our allies the llafl-alatis a»rived, and 
made a defperate (laughter of them in the (Ircets, and as fiK»n as the 
Cholulans had ceafed t<* make rcfiftancc, the former ravaged the city, 
plundering and making them (laves without our having it in our power 
to prevent them; and on the day after, when the intelligence had 
rtraclicd Thifcala, frcfli hordes crowded hither rv>r the fame purpoic. 
It was now abfohitely necclTary' to reft rain them at .all rilks : Cortes 
thereft)rc ordered the chiefs to withdraw their troops, which they im¬ 
mediately did, and foon after, (bme priefts and chieftains who jrredded 
over other parts of the town, which they alledgcj not to have been 
engaged in the confpiracy, waiteil on n>, and requefted a remiftion of 
punilhment. The two priefts ftnmerl)' mentioned, and the old woman 
who was fo anxious to lx: the mother-in-law of Donna Marina, came 
alfo, and petitioneti to the fame Cortes appeared greatly enraged, 

and calling for the Mexican ambtiftTadors, tlcclarcd in their prefence, that 
if he did not deftroy the whole city as it deferved, it M'as out of rcfpcdl 
to the great Montezuma, whofc vaftals the inhabitants were; but that 
for his fake he pardoned them. He then commanded the Tlafcalans to 
tlclivcr up tbo(e whom they had made prifoners; this, however un¬ 
willingly, they in a great meafurc complied with, many perfons being 
fet at liberty, but after all they retained a good booty of gold, mantles, 
cotton, flit, and (laves. An amnefty for the paft being proclaimed, 
and Cortes having reconciled the llafe.ilans and Cholulans, the latter 
fuggefted that they were apprehenfive our general would appoint their 
new chief, the former one having been put to death. Cortes upon 
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this enquired who was the regular fucceilor* and being tnfohned Chat 
it was the.brother of the late head cacique, he appointed him to the 
chieftainiy. As foon as the inhabitants liad returned, and order was 
reftored, he fummoned together all the prfefts and chiefs, in order to 
exhort them upon the fubjei5t of religion, adyiiing them to renounce 
their odious practices, and as an inAance of the inefHcacy of their idols, 
he reminded them of the manner in which they had been lately deceived 
by their falfc promifes. He therefore propofed that they fhould be 
pulled down and broken to pieces, and an altar and crofs cre<Sted in 
their place. The latter w’as immediately done, but as to the profiration 
of the idols, by the advice of the reverend father it was poftponed for a 
lime, from motives of prudence, and a juft confideration of the uncer¬ 
tainty of our (ituation. 

The city of Cholula much refemblcd \'alIadolid, being in a fertile 
plain, very thickly inhabited; it is furrounded by fields of maize, pep¬ 
per, and maguey. They had an excellent manufadlurc of earthenware, 
of three colours, red, black, and white, painted in different patterns, 
with which Mexico and all the neighbouring countries were fupplied, 
as Caffille is by thofc of Talavera and Plafencia. The city had at that 
time above a hundred lofty white toWers, which were the temples of 
their idols, one of which was held in peculiar veneration. The prin¬ 
cipal temple was higher than that of Mexico, and each of thefe buildings 
was placed in a fpacious court. 

Tlic Mexic'an troops which had been pofted in ambufeade, with 
ramparts and trenches to oppofc to the cavalry, hearing what had hap¬ 
pened to their aflbeiates, made a rapid retreat to their city, and carried 
the news to their monarch; but he had already heard his misfortune 
from two of his ambaftadors who had been with us. It is laid that he 
immediately ordered a facrificc to his gods, and ftiut himfelf up at his 
devotions for two entire days, with ten of his chief priefts, in order to 
obtsun an anfwcr from them, relative to his future deftiny. The reply 
tvhich they gave was to this cffc<ft:; that he (hould fend an «nbafly to 

exculpate 



( ) 

exculpate himfelf in regard to what had pafTcd, and to invite us into 
Mexico, where, by cutting off the water, or railing the bridges, he 
could eafily deftroy us, or retain us for breed. The news of our lat6 
fuccefles ipread rapidly, and the'natives were more than ever convinced 
that we were beings poflefled of a preternatural power and intelligence. 
My readers will be perhaps by this time as tired of the detail of the 
traniadtion of Cholula, as 1 am of writing it. I mull however men¬ 
tion the cages full of men and boys fattening for facrihcc, which .were 
in this city. All thefe Cortes dcllroycd, and fent the poor prifoners to 
their homes, giving politive orders to the priclls to dellll from the 
pnK^ice in future, which they promifed that they would, but what 
fignified their promifes! 

This which 1 have related is the reality of the cndlcfs (lory of the 
Lord Bilhop of Chiapa, F. Bart, dc las Cafas, wlio lays we put thefe 
people to death merely for pallimc; but I miiA oblervc, that certain 
reverend Francifeans, after the conqucll of Mexico, being fome of the 
lirll his Majefty fent to New Spain, went to Ciiolula on purpolc to 
make the ilridlcft enquiry ; the rcfult'of which was, that .they found 
the affiiir to have hapjicned cxadtly as I have related it. If this punilh- 
ment liad not taken place our lives would have lx»n in the ^reatell danger, 
and had we been dcllroycd this countr)'^ bf New' Spain would not have 
been fo ealily gained, or a fecond expedition attempted; or if it had, it 
might have failed of fuccefs, as the natives would have defended their 
coalls, and have thus remained for ever in their idolatry. I have heard 
a reverend Francilcan named Fray Torribio dc Motilinea fay, that if the 
punilhment could have been avoided, and that there had been no caufe 
given for it, it would have been better; but that fince it was done, 
gpod cfic<fls had refulted, as the natives were thereby convinced of the 
fallehood and deception of their idols, which they in conlequcncc dc- 
fpilcd, as a proof of which they afterwards took down the principal 
one, putting another in its placx;. 


I laving now palled fourteen days in the city of Cholula, Cortes 
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ftimmon^ a council compofcd of cotatn of&m and ibidiers, men of 
equal valour and wifdom, aiici his particular friends, for without our 
advice he entered upon no mcafurc ^ confcqucnce, and k was thereby 
determined, to fend a rei'pe^ful mclla^e to the great Montezuma, and 
to inform Itim that in compliance with the orders of our king we were 
on our way to pay our refpedts to him in perfon. Wc then related the 
trania<5iion of Cholula, whqrc the treafon which was meditatexi againd 
us had ctxnc in fufficient time to our knowledge, from which nothing 
that conccrnixl us could be concealed, adding, that if wc had not 
punilhed it to the full extent, it was only out of refpetd to him, whofe 
vallkls the people of that city were; that the chiefs and priefts had in¬ 
formed us, that what they did was at his inftigation, which wc could 
not believe of fo great a prince, after the proffers of friendffiip which 
he had made to us, for that had he been inclined to lioffiIit)% he would 
have met us in the field, but that in tlie calc of a battle, field or mwn, 
day or night, was alike to us. 

The Mexican monarch w'as very doubtful and penfive, when he 
confidered the events which had pafled. After a variety of determina¬ 
tions he at length fent to us fix of his firft nobility, with a prelcnt of 
gold to the value of two thoufund crowns, and fcvcral bales of fine 
mantles. When the amlwflaflors came into the prelenoe of Cortc*., 
fiduting him with profound refpedt, they delivered a meffage from their 
monarch, wherein he laboured to exculpate himfelf in regard to what 
l)ad happened in Cholula, and concluilcd by inviting us to his court. 
Cortes catertainod thefe perlbns with his ufual politcncfs, and retaining 
three of them to go with us as guides, fent the others back to inform 
their monarch that he was fetting out upon his march. When the 
Tlafcalan chiefs heard our determination, they renewed to Cortes their 
warnings to beware of Mexican treachery, but added, that if he was 
determined to proceed, they would lend with him ten thoufand of their 
warriors. Cortes thanking them obferved, that fuch a body would 
not acTord well with an amicable vilit, but requeffed one thouland men 
for the baggage and artillery, which number was inffantly provided. 

Our 
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Our faithfid aUies of Cempoul being apprclicnflvc of the x^engeance of 
rhe Mexicans, now petitioned for leave ro return to their homes. 
Cortes difmifibd them >vkh handfomc pnrfcnts, and having written to 
Juan de Efiisdante, informing him of his determination, we fet forward 
on our march. 

Wc quitted Cholula in great regularity, fending out our cavalry 
patroles to reconnoitre, fupported by light infantry, our aims in order, 
and the cavalry by threes in front. Marching on thus, “.With the 
** beard always upon the fhouUter,** wc arrivtil at a little place called 
the hamlet of ifcalpan, in a mountainous ridge in tlic diflndl of Guaxo* 
cingo, four leagues diftant from Cholula, where we were met by the 
chiefs, accompanied by others who inhabit the ikirts of the volcano. 
They brought prdCents of proviiions and gold, of trlHmg value, telling 
Cortes he fhoukl receive it, nert: conhdering how much it was worth, 
but the inclination of thofe who gave it. They advifed us againff' 
going to Mexico, as being a very Orong city and the inhabitants war^ 
like, and they alfo told us, that on afeending the next mountain, we 
(houki hiul two roads, very broad, one w'hcrcof went to a place called 
Chaleo, the other to Talmanalco, both, places fubjedt to the Mexicans. 
That the one road was very ©pen and convenient, the other difficult, 
being obdrudted by large pine trees felled acrofs it, and that the firft 
mentioned road, had an ambufeade of Mexicans laid hard by if, among 
fomc rocks, in cmier to fall upon us as wt palTed j they therefore recom¬ 
mended us to go by that where the frees had been felled, offering to 
<end a number of their people to clear ft. Corres exprefled his gratitude 
for their advice, faying that by Cod*s permiffion he would purfue his 
route, accordingly. 

Early on the morning of the next day wc fet forward on our march, 
and reached the fummit of the ridge about twelve o’clock, where wc 
found the roads as they had been deferibed to us, fame of the felled 
trees being to be f<^n at this day. Here we halted a little in order to 
confidcT how we fhould proceed, and Cortes calling upon the amb^a- 
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dors of the great Montezuma, enquired of them the meaning of thefe 
appearances. They replied, that we fhould.take that road which led to 
Chaleo, where we (liould be well received, and j;hat the other road was 
longer and more difficult. Hereupon Cortes faid, that he would not- 
withfbnding prefer it, and our Indian allies clearing the way before us, 
we proceeded up the mountain, where the weather was exceedingly 
cold, and prcfently came a very heavy fall of fnow, fo that the whole 
country was covcreii with it. After feme time we arrived at certain 
houfes which are for the purpofc of lodging travellers, where we halted, 
and found proviflons in plenty. Having placed our guards, we refted 
for that night, and continued our march in the morning, and at the 
hour of high mafs arrived at the town of Talmanalco, w'herc we had 
an hofpitable reception. Tlic people of the neighbouring diflridts, that 
is to fay of Chaleo, Mccanicc'a, and Acingo where the canoes are kept, 
waited on Cortes here with a prefent of gold worth about a hundred 
•and fifty crowns, feme mantles, and eight women. Cortes received 
them kindly, promifing them his fricndfhip, and a number of the na¬ 
tives being now colledlcd, he defired the reverend father of the order of 
mercy to explain to them the do<51;rincs of our holy faith, and require 
them to renounce their idolatrous worfhip { he alfo informed them of 
the great power of our monarch, and that we came in his name to 
redr^i wrongs. When the people heard this, they began to make fc- 
ciet complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma, who deprived them of 
their wdves and daughters if handfomc, and took the men to work like 
fl^ves, compelling them to convey for him, ftoncs, timber, and corn, 
and feizing their lands for the fervicc of his idols. Cortes condoled 
with them in kind words, idefiring them to have patience for the pre¬ 
fent, and that they fhould foon be redrcficd. He then defired that feme 
might go, and report to him the flatc of the road, but they told him 
there w'as no occafion* as it w’as perfc<5Ily dear. 

Juflt as we were fetting out attended by twenty Indians from this 
place, four of the principd nobility of Mexico arrived, and having 
paid their compliments, and delivered their prefents, thus addrcflcd 
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Cortes* ** MalintziTi» this prefent our monarch fends you, Taying, 
how grieved he is that you fhould take* fo much trouble in coming 
from a dilbint country to lee him, and tliat he has already told you 
he will give you gold, lilver, and. chalchihuis for your Tculcs, 
on condition that you will not approach Mexico. He now repeats 
his requeft, and promifes that he will fend after you, a great treafure 
of gold, lilver, and jcw'cls, for your king, four loads of gold for 
yourfelf, and a load for each of your brethren, on condition you 
return immediately ; for as to advancing to Mexico, that, you 
cannot do, as the whole force of the Mexican w’arriors is in arms 
againft you : and moreover, there is no good road thither, nor arc 
provifions to be had.*' Cortes embraced the ambalTadors with much 
urbanity, and returned his thanks for the prefent, fiying, tliat he was 
furprifed to find the g.*-cat Montezuma fo variable in his nind. In re¬ 
gard to his oilers of treafure for the emperor, he fluinked him, and for 
what liad been received, fiid he hopcil to pay in future fcivices; but 
fubmitted to him, how lie could polllhly turn back, w hen fo near his 
royal relidencc, without taking that opportunity of paying his refpcdls, 
and obeying his mailers orders; and begged him alii) to conlidcr, what 
opinion he would entertain of perfons he had fent on llmilar bufinefs, 
Ihould they adl in the rrwnncr he required us to do. To his capital, 
our monarch expc(5led we Ihould go, and therefore it was ufelcfs to 
fend any more fuch meflages, for he mull wait upon his Majelly, aiui 
deliver his mclTage to him in perfon; and afterwards, if our remaining 
there was not agreeable, he would obey his orders, and return to the 
place from w'hence he came. 


Having thus difpatchcd Montezuma’s ambalTadors wr continued 
our march. Our allies had informed us that Montezuma was to permit 
us to enter the city, and there put us ail to death; this we well knew, 
and being like other mortals fond of our lives, it filled us w'ith melan¬ 
choly thoughts. Recommending our fouls therefore to our Lord Jefus 
Chrill, who had brought us through our pall dangers, w'c proceeded, 
and lialtcd at a place called Iztapalatcngo, one half of the Jioufcs of 
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which is in the water, and the other half <hi firm ground, hard by a 
little ridge of hills, where there is now an inn. 

Early in the morning, when we were on the point of marching, 
a ccntincl came to inform us, that a great number of Mexicans, richly 
drefled, were upon the road. Cortes therefore ordered us to return into 
our quarters, and at that infiant four of the principal courtiers of Mexico 
arrived, and wailing on Cortes with great rcfpedl' informed him, that 
Cacamatzin lord of Tezcuco, the nephew of the great Montezuma, was 
approaching, and requefted that he would wait to receive him. Caca¬ 
matzin followed in the greateft pomp, carried in a magnificent litter 
adorncil with green plumes, and enriched with jewels, fet in the 
branched pillars of folid gold. He w’as borne by eight lords, w ho 
afliflcd him out of the litter, and fwept the w'ay by W'hich he w’as to 
pafs. When he came into the prefence of Cortes he faid to liim, 
V Ivlalintzin, here am I and thole lords to attend you to your rcfidence 
•* in our city, by order qf the great Montezuma.’* Cortes embraced 
the prince, and prefented him with three jewels of that kind called 
margajitas, which arc figured in different colours. We then fet forw'ard 
on the road to Mexico, which w*as crowded w'ith multitudes of the na¬ 
tives, and arrived at the caufcw'ay of Iztapalapa, which leads to that 
capital. When we beheld the number of populous towns on the w’atcr 
and firm ground, and that broad caufeway, running ftraight and level 
to the city, w'c could compare it to nothing but the enchanted fcencs we 
had read of in Amadis of Gaul, from the great towers and temples, and 
other edifices of lime and Ifonc which filmed to rife out of the water. 
'J’o many of us it appeared doubtful whether we were afleep or awake; 
nor is the manner in which I exprefs myfelf to be wondered at,, for it 
muft be confidcred, that never yet did man fee, hear, or dream of any 
thing equal to the fpc€lacle which appeared to our eyes on this day. 

When we approached Iztapalapa, we w'crc received by fcveral 
great lords of that country, relations of Montezuma, who condutfled 
us to our lodgings there, in palaces magnificently built of ftonc, and 
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the timber of which was cedar, with fpacious courts, and apartments 
furniflicd W'ith canopies of the fined cotton. After having contem¬ 
plated thefe noble edifices we walked through the gardens, which were 
admirable to behold from the variety of beautiful and aromatic plants, 
and the numerous alleys fillcvl with fruit trees, roles, and various 
flowers. • Here was alfo a lake of the cleared water, which communi¬ 
cated with the grand lake of Mexico by a cliannel cut for the purpofc, 
and capable of admitting the larged canoes. The whole was orna¬ 
mented with works of art, painted, and admirably plaidered and 
whitened, and it was rendered more delightful by numbers of Itcautiful 
birds. When I beheld the ftxncs that were around me, I thought 
within myfelf that this -was the garden of the world! This place, was 
at the time of which I am fjx-aking, with one half of the houlcs in the 
water, and the other half on dry land; hut all is dedroyed, and that 
which wa;. a lake is now a tra<fl of fields of Indi.in corn, and fo entirely 
altered that the natives tltemlelves could hardiv' know’ it. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Mexicof Nov. 1519. Dcfcripiion of that Court and City. 
TranfaBions and Occurrences there. 


the next day we fet out, accompanied as on the former one, and 
proceeded by the graml caufeway, which is eight yards wide, and runs 
in a ftraight line to the city of Mexico. It w'as crowded with people, 
as were all the towers, temples, and caulcways, in every part of the 
lake, attradlcti by curiofity to Ixhold men, and animals, fuch as never 
had been before fecn in thefe countries. We were occupied by very 
different thoughts ; our number did not amount to four hundred and 
fifty, we had pcrfcd:ly in our rccollct^lion the accounts we had received 
on our march, that w'c w'erc to l)e put to death on our arrival in the 
city which we now faw before us, approachable only by caufeways, 
whereon were fcvcral bridges, the breaking of one of which efledtually 
cut off our retreat. And now let who can, tell me, w’hwe arc men in 
this vvorkl to be found except ourfelves, who would have hazarded 
fuch an attempt ? 

When we arrived at a place where a fmall caufeway turns off, 
which goes to the city of Cuyoacan, we were met by a great number 
of the lords of the court in their richefl drcflcs, lent as they faid before 
the great Montezuma, to bid us welcome. After waiting there fomc 
time, the nephew of Montezuma and other noblemen went back to 
meet their monarch, who approached, carried in a mofi magniheent 
litter, which was fupported by his principal nobility. When we came 
near certain towers which arc almoil clofc to the city, Montezuma who 
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was then there quitted his litter, and was borne in the arms of the 
princes of Tczcuco, Iztapalapa,Tacuba, and Ciiyistcan, under a canopy ol 
the richeft materials, ornamented with green leathers, gold, and preciinis 
Hones that hung in the manner of fringe; he was moH richly da-fled 
and adorned, and wore bulkins of pure gold ornamented with jewels. 
The princes who fupported liim were diefled in rich itabits, different 
from thofc in which they came to meet us, and others wiio preceded 
the monarch fpread mantles on the ground, left his feet fhould touch it. 
All who attended him, except the four princes, kept their eyes fixed 
upon the earth, not daring to look him in the face. 

When Cortes was told that the great Montezuma approached, he 
difmounted from his horle, and advanced towards him with much re- 
fpetft; Montezuma bid him welcome, and Cortes replied with a com¬ 
pliment, and it appeared to me, that he offered to yield the right hand 
to Montezuma, who declined it, and put Cortes on his right. Our 
general then produced a collar of thole artificial jewels called margajitas, 
w Inch arc of various colours, let in goUl, and threw it upon the neck 
of Montezuma; after which, he advanced to embrace him, but the 
lords who furrounded the monarch, taking him hy the arm, prevented 
him, it appearing to them not fufficicntly rcfpcdtful. C'ortes then 
laid, that he rejoiced in having fecn fo great a monarch, and that he 
was highly honored \yy his coming out to meet him, as well as by the 
many other marks of his favor. To this Montezuma made a graciou.s 
reply, and gave orders to the princes of Tezcuco and Cuyoacan to attend 
us to our quarters. Attended by his nobility, he then returned to the 
city, all the people Handing dole to the walls, without daring to lift up 
their eyes, and thus we palled, without obftiudkion from the crowil. 
Who could count the multitude of men, women, and children, which 
thronged the ftre-ets, the c-anals, and terraces on the tops of the hcjiife*', 
on that day! The whole of what I faw on this occafion is fo ftrongly 
imprinted in my memory, that it appears to me as if it had happened 
only yefterday; glory to our Lord jefus Chrift, W'ho gave us courage 
to venture upon fuch dangers, and brought us fafeiy through them ! 
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Am! praifcd be he, that he ha'i fuffered me to live, to write this my 
true hiftory, although t\o(: fo fully and (atisfa^torily as the ^ubjcd^ 
dcfcr\'cs. 

Our lotlgings were provide*! in the buildings which had been in¬ 
habited by the father of Montezuma; here the monarcli had the temples 
of his gods, and a ferret treafure of gold and valuables, which he had 
derived from his father Axayaca. We were lodged here, bccaufc being 
confidcred as Tcules, they thought we were in our proper place amongft 
their id<jls. Ik it how it may however, here they brought us to loJgt) 
in large apartments, a raifed platform being afTigncd for our general, 
and mats for each of us, with little canopies over them, fuch as arc ufed 
in (hat country. The whole t)f this palace was ver}’^ light, air)', clean, 
ami pleafant, the entry being through a great court. Montezuma here 
let! Cortes by the hand to the apartment'deftined for him, and taking a 
large collar of gold, placed it round the general’s neck. Cortes de¬ 
clared his gratitude for thele favors, and Montezuma faid, “ Malintzin, 
“ here you and your friends arc at home; mnv repofe yourfelvcs.” 
With thele words he departed. We were allotted to our quarters by 
companies, our artillery was ported in a convenient place, and all was 
arranged in fuch a manner as to be prepared for any contingency; a 
very fumptuous entertainment was provided for us, w Inch we fat down 
to with great fatisfa<tlion, and here ends the true and full account of our 
adventurous and magnanimous entry into Mexico, on the eighth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord 15 * 9 . Glory Ik* to Jefus Chrill 
for all! 

\\*lK*n the great Montezuma had made his repaft, ami undcr^Iood 
that we had done the fame, attended by a great body of his nobility he 
came to our apartments. Cortes went out to the middle of the hall to 
receive him, wlicrc Montezuma took him by the hand, and feats richly 
ornamented being brought, they both fat dow'ii, by the defire of the 
king, who then began a very pertinent fpeech, wherein he obkrvai, 
tliat he reioieed to have in his dominions captains fo brave as Cortes and 
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his aflbciates; that he had before heard of one tvho had arrived at 
Champoton, and alfo of anoilK*r who had come with four fliips in the 
preceding year j that he had bi'cn anxious to (te them, but had been 
difappointed ; now however tliat we were arrived, he was happy to 
of?cr us all the favor he had in his power to heftow, for we were 
untloubtedly thofc who had been mentioned by his anceftors, who liad 
prcdi<itcd, that there would come certain men, from that part where 
the fun rifes, to govern thefe countries; and it could mean no other 
but us, who had fought fo valiantly fince our arrival in their countr)-; 
a reprefentation of each of our battles having been fent to him. Cortes 
replied, that he ami all of us never could repay the great fiivors we 
every day received from his hands: that we certainly were thofc of 
whom it had been propliccicd, and that w'c w'crc vadiils of a potent 
mon.irch named Don Carlos, who had many and great princes lubjccfl 
to him, and had fent us, hearing of the fame and grandeur of king 
Montezuma, to requeft in his name, that the great Montezuma and his 
fubjcifls would embrace the holy chriflian faith, which is the faith pro- 
fefled by our monarch, by doing which he would preferve the fouls of 
him, his family, and fubjedts ; and that he (liould in good time l)C in¬ 
formed of more particulars, fuch as that we worfhippcd the only true 
Ooii, with many other things highly edifying to the hearers. 'J’his 
converfation being concluded, Montezuma prefented our general with a 
quantity of valuable ornaments of wrought gold ; to each of the captains 
lie made a prefent of forru: gold and three loads of mantles, and to each 
foldicr of two leads of richly wrought mantles; and all this he did in the 
moft free and gracious manner, or to fpeak more properly, like a great 
monarch as he w'as. Montezuma then aiked Cortes if his foldicrs were 
all brothers, and vaflals of our emperor. To which Cortes replied, 
that W'C w'cre all brothers in love and fricndftiip, perfons of confcqucnce 
in our own country, and lervants of our fovereign lord the king. 
With mutual compliments Montezuma tl^cn departed, leaving given 
orders to his officers to provide us amply according to our demands, 
with corn, mills, and women to majee bread, together w'ith fowls, 
and fruit, and plenty of grafs for the horfes. 


The 



( ) 

The next day was fixed on by Cortes, for his vifit; to Montezunu. 
Accordingly, attended by Captains Pedro dc Alvarado, Juan Vclafqucz 
dc Leon, Diego dc Ordas, Gonzalo dc Sandoval, and five foldiers, he 
went to his palace, which as foon as Montezuma was informed of, he 
came as far as the middle of the hall to meet us, attended by his rela¬ 
tions, no other perfons being allowed to enter where he was, except on 
moft important bufinefs. With great ceremony on each fide, the king 
took Cortes by the hand, and leading him to the elevated part of the 
faloon, placed him upon his right, and with much aflTability, defired 
tlie reft of us to be feated. Cortes then proceeded to fay, that he came 
to him for the fervicc of the Lord God whom the chriftiaus adored, 
who was named Jefus Chrift, and who fuffcretl death for our fakes. 
He alfb explained to him, that w'c adored the crof» as the emblem of 
the crucifixion for our (alvation, whereby the human race was redeemed, 
and that our Lord on the third day rofe, and is in heaven, and that it 
is he who created heaven, and earth, and fia, and is adored by us as 
our Creator; but that thofi: things w’hich he held to be gods, were 
not fuch, but devils, which arc very bad things, of evil countenances, 
and worfe deeds.; and that he might judge how wicked they were, 
and how little power they bad, in as much as where cv'er we placed 
crofics, they dare not fiiew their faces. He therdfore requefted, that he 
would attend to what he had told him, which was, that we were all 
brothers, the children of Adam and Eve, and that as fuch, our emperor 
larncnting the lofs of fouls in fuch numbers as thofe which were 
brought by his idols into everlafting flames, had fent us to apply a 
remedy thereto, by putting an cikI to the worihip of thefe falfi; gods, 
to human facrtflccs, and all other crimes; and that he now came to 
notify his Majcfty*s intentions, but our emperor would at a future 
period fend holy men, fully capable of explaining them. 

Here Cortes flopped, apd Montezuma (cemed to flicw an inclina¬ 
tion to reply, but Cortes obferving that this was enough for the firft 
time, propofed to us to retire, ^d we were preparing to do fo, when 
we were prevented by Montezuma who fpoke to him as follows. 

“ Malintzin, 
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** Malintzin, I have already heard through my amhadadors ofthofe 
“ things which you now mention, and to which Intlierto we have 
“ made no reply, betaufe we have from the liiil vior(hip|K<i tiie gods 
“ w'c now do, and confidcr them a$ juft and gootl. ho no doul; arc 
“ yours. In regard to the creation of the world, our beliefs are the 
“ fame, and we alfo bclie\'c you to be the jKoplc who’were to come to 
** us from where the fun rifes. To your great king 1 am indebted. 
** Tht re have lx.-cn alrc-ady perfons on our coafts, from your couniiy t 
“ I with t now if you arc all the fame people.** To which Cortes 
having rcpl.ed that tiiey were all fubjedls of the fame prince, Mon¬ 
tezuma faid, that ' im the firft time he heard of them, it had been his 
wifli to lee them, which his gtxls had now granted him; that we 
ftiould therefore confide; om f ives as at hoim*, and if ever we were rc- 
fufed entrance into any of hi cities, it was not his fault, but that of 
his fubjctfls, who were tcrrifitxl by the reports they heard of us, fucli 
as that we carried vn jtb us tluinder and lightning, that our horfes killed 
men, and that we were fiir;oiis Ttoles, with other follies of that kind j 
adding, that he faw wx were men, liiat we were valiant and wife, 
for which he efteemed us, and would give us proofs thereof. For this 
cundcfccnfton we all cxprcftcii our gratitude. He their addrefled liimiclf 
to Cortes in a laughing manner, for he was very gay in converfation 
when lie was in his ftate, faying, “ Malintzin, the Tlafcalans your 
“ new friends have I know told you that I am like a god, and that 
“ all about me is gold, and filver, and precious ftoncs; but you now 
“ fee that I am mere flcfti and blood, and that my houfes are built like 
“ other houfes, of lime and ftonc, and timber. It is true that I am a 
“ great king, and inherit riches from my anceftors; but for thefe 
“ ndic.vJous fplfehoods, you treat them w'ith the lame contempt, that 
“ I do the ftoriis I was told of your commanding the elements.** 
To which Cortes good-humouredly replied, that the accounts of enemies 
were not to be relied on, paying him at the fame time a handfbme com¬ 
pliment, upon his power and grandeur. During this converfation 
Montezuma had made a fign to one of his principal attendants, to order 
his oflicers to bring him certain pieces of gold, which he had laid apart 
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to give to Cortes, togctlier with leh loads of fine ftufifs, which he 
divided between Cortes and his captains, and to every foldicr he gave 
two collars of gold, each worth ten crowns, and two loads of mantles. 
The gold iimounted in value to upwaids of a thoufand crowns; and he 
gave it w'ith an afiability, and indificrcnce, which made him appear a 
truly magnificent prince. It being now paft midday, Cortes took hit 
leave, obferving that it was his Majefly's hour of dinner, and that he 
heaped obligations upon us; to which Montezuma replied, that on the 
contrary we had obliged him. We then retired, impreded with rc- 
fpcdl for the great Montezuma, from his princely manners and 
liK’ralify. 

The great Montezuma was at this time aged about forty years, of 
good ftaturc, well proportioned, and thin: his complexion was much 
fairer than that of the Indians; he wore his hair fhort, juft covering 
his cars, u ith very little beard, well arranged, thin, and black. His 
face was rather long, with a plcafant countenance, and good eyes; 
gravity and good humour were blended together when he fpoke. He 
was veiy delicate and clean tn his perfon, bathing himftlf every evening . 
He had a number of miftrefles, of the firft families, and tw'O princefles 
his lawful wives: when he vifited them, it was with fuch fccrecy, that 
none couki know it except his own fervants. He was clear of dl fuf- 
picion of unnatural vices. The clothes which he wore one day, he did 
nbt put on for four days after. He had tw'o hundred of his nobility as 
a guard, in apartn^nts adjoining his own. Of thcic, certain peribns 
pnly, could ijpeak to him, and when the)' went to wait upon him they 
took olF thdir jich mantles, arul put on others of left oriument, but 
dean. They entered his apartment barefooted, their eyes fixed on the 
ground, and making three inclinatii^His of the body as they i 4 >proachcd 
him. In addrefting the king they laid, ** Lord, my lord, great lord.” 
When they had finifhed he difmillbd thmi with a few words, auid they 
retired, with their faces towards him, and their eyes fixed upon the 
ground. I alfo obferved, that when great men came from a diftaiKC 
about bufinds, they entered his palace barefooted, and in a plain habit; 
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and alfo, that tl^ did not enttf the gate dircdl)', but took a circuit in 
going towards it. 

His cooks liad upwards of thiit)' diflRrrcnt ways of Urcfling meats, 
and they had earthen veHels To contrived as to keep them always hot. 
Fcm^ the tabic of Montezuma himfelf, above three hundred vliihcs were 
drcfl'cd, and foi^ his guards, atvrve a thoufand. Before dinner, Mon* 
tezuma would fomettmes go out and infpedt the preparations, and his 
officers would point out to him which were the beft, and explauK-d of 
what birds and flefh they were compofed j and of thole he would eat. 
But this was more for amufement than any thing clfe. It is (Iiid that 
at times the flefli of young children was drclTed for him; but the ordi¬ 
nary meats w'crc, domcflic fowls, phcitfants. geefc, partridges, quails, 
venifon, Indian hogs, pigeons, hares, and rabbits, with many other 
animals and birds peculiar to the country. Tliis is certain; that after 
Cortes had fpoken to him relative to the drcfling human flcfli, it was 
not pradtifed in his palace. At his meals, in the cold weather, a 
number of torches of the bark of a wood which makes no fmokc and 
l-uis an aromatic fmcLl, w'crc lighted, and that they (hould nut throw 
too much heat, fcrccns, ornamented with gold, and painted with 
figures of idols, were placed before them. Montezuma was fcatod on 
a low throne, or chair, at a table proportioned to the height t»f his feat. 
The table was covered with white cloths and napkins, and four beau¬ 
tiful women prefented him with w'ater for his hands, in veiTcls which 
they call Xicales, with other veflcls under them like pbucs, to catch the 
water; they alfo prefented him with towels. Then, two other women 
brought imall cakes of bread, and when the king began to cat, a large 
fcrccn of wood, gilt, w’as placed before him, fb thaU people fhoidd nc^ 
during that time fix* him. The w'omen having rettmi to a little difbince, 
four ancient lords flood by the throne, to whom Montezuma from time 
to time fpokc or addreflcd queilions, and. as a mark particular favor, 
gave to each of them a plate of that which he was eating. I was told 
th^ thefc old lords, who were his near relations, were alfo counfcllors 
and judges. The plates which Montezuma prefentetf to them, they 
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nrceivcd with high rcfpc^t, eating what was in them without taking 
their ^cs off the ground. He was fcrvcd on earthenware of Cholula, 
red and black. While the king was at table, no one of his guards, or 
in the vicinity of his apartment, dared ibr their lives make any noife. 
Fruit of all the kinds that the country before him; 

he eat very little, but from time to time, a liquor prepared from cocoa, 
and of a (Umulative, or corroborative quality, as. we^ were told, was 
prefented to him in golden cups. We could not at that time fee if he 
drank it or not, but 1 obferved a number of jars, above fifty, brought 
in, filled with foaming chocolate, of which he took fome, udiich the 
women prefented to him. At different intervals during the time of 
dinner, there entered certain Indians, hump-backed, very deformed, 
and ugly, who played tricks of buffoonery, and others who they faid 
were jcflcrs. There was alfb a company of fingers and dancers, who 
afforded Montezuma much entertaiment. To thcfl* he ordered the vafes 
of chocolate to be difiributed. The four female attendants then took - 
away the cloths, and again with much refpcdl prefented him with 
water to wafh his hands,, during which time Montezuma converfed 
with the four old noblonen formerly mentioned, after which they took 
their leave with many ooremonics. One thing 1 forgot, and no wonder, 
to mention in its place, and that is, that during the time Montezuma 
was at dinner, two very beautiful women w'crc bufily employed making 
fmall cakes with eggs and other things mixed therein. Thefe were 
delicately white, and when made they prefented them to him on plates 
covered with napkins. Alfo another 4cind of bread was brought to him 
in long loaves, and plates of cakes refembling wafers. After he had 
dined, they pr^ented to him three little canes highly ornamented, con¬ 
taining liquid amber, mixed with an herb they call tobacco; and 
when he had fufficicntly viewed and heard the fingers, dancers, and 
buffoons, he took a little of the fmoke of one of thefe canes, and then 
hud himfelf down to flccp; and thus his principal meal concluded. 
After this was over, all his guards Mid domcftics fat down to dinner, 
and as noir as I could judge, above a thouiand plates of thofc eatables 
that I have mentioned were laid before them, with vcflcls of foaming 
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chocolate, and fruit in an immenie quantity, his women and va> 
rious inferior Icrvants, his cfbblifhmcnt was of a pitxligions cxpcncc ; 
and we were ailoniihed, amidft fuch a profuhon, at the vad regularity 
that prcv'ailcd. His major domo was at this time a prince named Ta> 
pica; he kept the accomits of Montezuma's rents, in books which 
occupied an entire hoitfe. Montezuma had two buildings filled with 
every kind of axzni, richly ornamented wdth gold and jewels, fuch as 
(hields large and fmall, clubs like two>handai fwords, and lances much 
larger than ours, with blades fix feet in length, fo ftrong that if they 
fix in a (hicld they do not break, and nuir|> enough to ufe as razors. 
There was alfo an immenfe quantity of lx>ws and arrows, and darts, 
together with flings, and fliiclds which roll up into a fliiall compafs, 
and in atflion arc let fall and thereby cover the whole botly. He had 
alfo much defenfive armour of quilted cotton ornamented w ith feathers 
in difKrrcnt devices, and cafques for the head, made of W'ood and bone, 
with plumes of feathers, and^ many pchcr articles too tedious to 
mention. 

In this palace was a moft^lna^iffeent aviary, which contained 
every defeription of birds that continent affordctl, namely, royal eagles, 
and a fmaller fpecies, with many (Xher birds, down to the fmallcfl 
parroquetSi of beautiful colours. It was here that the ornaments of 
green feathers were fabricated. The feathers were taken from birds 
which are of the fizc of our pyes in Spain, and which they call here 
Quetzales, and other birds, whofc plumage is of five different colours, 
green, red, white, yellow, and blue. The name of this fpecies of 
bird I do not know. Here was alfo an immenflty of parrots, and cer¬ 
tain geefe of fine plumage, and a fptxies which refemblcd geefc. All 
thefe bred here, and were flrippcd of their feathers every year at the 
proper feafon. Here was a large pond of clear running water, w here 
were a number of great birds, entirely red, with very long legs; there 
are fomc like them in the Ifland of Cuba, which they call Ipiris. 
There was alio a fpecies which lives entirely in the water. 

VVe- 
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Wc likewife fiiw another great building, which was a templc« 
and which contained thofe which were called the valiant or fighting 
gods, and here wcfc many kinds of furious bcafh, tygers, and lions of 
two rpccies, one of which refemblei« wedf, called here Adivc. Alfo 
foxes, and other fmaller animals, but all capiivorous. Moil of thefe 
were brad in the j^acc, being fed with game, fowls, dogs, and as 1 
have heard the bodies of Indians who were fiu:rif|E3ed', the manner of 
which as I hftve been informed is this. They ofien the body of the 
vi^im while living, with large knives of flxuic; they take out his 
heart, and blood, which they ofha* to their gods, and then they cut off 
the limbs, and the heail, upon which they feail, giving the body to 
be dcv'ouFcd by the wild beads, and the ikulls they hang up in their 
temples. In this accurfed place were many vipers, and poifonous ier- 
pents which have in their tails fomewhat that founds like cadanets; 
thefe arc the mod dangerous of all, and were kept in vcllcls filled with 
feathers, where they reared their young, and were fed with tiic dedi of 
human beings, and dogs;, and 1 have been adured, that after our ex* 
puldon from Mexico, ajil thedi animals lived for .many days upon the 

bcxlies of our comrades who were killed on that occadon. Thefe beads 

. '•* * 

and horrid resiles were retained to keep company with their infernal 
gods, and when Uiefe animals ydUod and hided, th^ palaos feemed like 
hell ttfelf. 

Tlie place where the artids principally redded was named BTcapii- 
zalco, and was at the didance of about a league from the city. Here were 
'"the (hops and manufacdories of all their gold and diver fmiths, whofe 
works in thefe metals, and in jew'cllery, when they were brought to 
Spain, furprifed our ablcd artids. Their painters wc may alfo judge 
of by what wc now fee, for th«e are three Indians in Mexico, who 
tUe named. Marcos dc Aquino, Juan dc la Cruz, and Crefpillo, who, 
if they^ had lived W'ith Apelles in andent times, or were compared with 
Michael .Angelo or Berruguete in modem times, would not be held in¬ 
ferior to them. Their dne manufad;urcs of cotton and feathers, were 
\»rincipally brought from the province of Coditlan. The women of 

the 
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the family of the gnat Montezuma alfo» of all stUks, were cxtremcl) 
ingenious in theic works, and oonibntly employed; as was a oartain 
iiefeription of females who lived together in the manner of nuns. 

One part of the city was entirely odmpied by Montezuma’s dancers, 
of different kinds, ibme of whom bom a ftick pit' their feet, others 
ilew in the air, an^lbme danced like thofe in Italy called by us Mata- 
chines. He had alto a niunber of carpenters and handicraft men con- 
ibintly in his employ. His ganiens, which were of great extent, were 
irrigated by canals of running water, and (haded with every variety of 
trees. In them were Ixiths of cut (lone, pavilions for feafting or retire¬ 
ment, and theatres for (hows, and for the dancers and fingers; all 
which were kept in the moft exa£t order, by a nunibcr of labourers 
confhuitly employed. 

When we had been (our days in Mexico, Cortes wKhod to take a 
view of the city, and in confetjucncc (ent to nequeft the pcrmilTion of 
his Majclly. Accordingly, Aguihur, Donna Marina, and a little page 
of our general’s called Orteguilfa, who already underftood fomething of 
the language, went to the palace for that purpofe. Montezuma w as 
plcaibd tmnnodiately to accede, but being apprehotflve- that we might 
offer fomc iflfult to his temple, he determined to go thither in pcifoii, 
which he accordingly did, in the fame form, aai with the fame retinue, 
as when he (irft came out to meet us, but that he was on this occafion 
preceded by two lords bearing feeptres in their hands, which they car¬ 
ried on high, as a (ignal of the king’s approach. Mcmtczunia, in his 
litter, with a fnmll rod in his Itand, one half of which was gold, and 
the other half wood, and which be bore elevated like a rod ef jufttce, 
for fuch it waa, approached the temple, and there <|uittcd his litter and 
mounted the (Icps, attended by a number of prieils, and offering in- 
oenfe, with many ceremonies, to his war gods. Cortes at the head of 
bis cavalry, and the principal part of our ibldiers under arms, marched 
to the grand fquare, attended by many noblemen of the court. When 
we arrived there, we were aftonifhed at the crowds of people, and the 
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regularity which prevailed, as well as at the vaft quantities of mcr- 
cliandiie, which thofc who attended us were aHiduous in pojr)rjng out. 
Each kind had its particular place, which was dillingui(hc;l by a (ign. 
The articles confifted of gold, aliiver, jewels, feathers, mantles, cho¬ 
colate, (kins drefTedand undreiTed, fandals, and other manufa<Sh»res of 
the roots and Hbres of nequen, and great number of mal and female 
flaves, fome of whom were faflcncd by the neck,> in collars, to long 
poles. The meat market was flocked with fowls, game, and dogs. 
Vegetables, fruits, articles of food ready drefled, fait, bread, honey, 
and fweet paftry made in various ways, were alfo fold here. Other 
places in the fquarc were appointed to the falc of earthenware, wooden 
houfehoid furniture fuch as tables and benches, firewood, paper, fweet 
canes filled w'ith tobacco mixed with liquid amber, copper axes and 
working tt>ols, and wooden vcflels highly painted. Numbers of wo¬ 
men fold fifh, and little loaves made of a certain mud which they find 
in the lake; and which rcfemblcs cheefe. The makers of flone blades 
were biifily employed fhaping them out of the rough material, and 
the* merchants who dealt in gold, had the metal in grains as it came 
from the mines, in tranfparcnt tubes, fo that they could Ik- reckoned, 
and the gold was valued at fo many mantles, or fo many xiquipils of 
cocoa, according to tlic fizc of the quills. The entire fquare was in- 
clofed in piazzas, under which great quantities of grain were flored, 
and where were alfo (hops for various kinds of goods. I mufl apo¬ 
logize for adding, that boat loads of human ordure were on the borders 
of the adjoining canals, for the purpofe of tanning leather, which they 
faid could not be done without it. Some may laugh at this, hut I 
affert the fa<51: is as I have Hated it, and moreover, upon all the public 
roads, places for palicngcrs to refort to, were built of canes, and 
thatched with ftniw or grafs, in order to colledl this material. 

The courts of juflicc, where three judges fat, occupied a part of 
the fquarc, their under officers being in the market, infpcdiing the 
merchandife. 


From 
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From the {quare we pxtxxeded to the great tifiiiiple, but befoie we 
entered it we a circuit through a number^ of hrge cou^ the 
fmalleiVof which app|ped to me tO contain more ground than the 
great fquarc in Salamanca, with^tdouble indOftues biult of lime and 
ftone, and the courts paued with large'White cut (lone, very Bean { or 
where not paved, they were plaiAeied^ and poliflied. When we ap¬ 
proached the the great temjple, to which the afoent^w^s by a , 

hundred and fourtecti.i^s, and before we had mountOd one of tliem, 
Montezuma lent down to ds (tx prieds, and tWo of hii hoblciYwn, to 
carry Cortes up, as thi(y had done their fovereign, which he politely 
declined. When we had afeended to the fummit of the temple, we 
obferved on^thc platforrn as we paded, the large (lones whereon were 
placed the victims who were to be facrificed. Here was a great dgute 
which rcfcmblcd a dragon, and much blood frdh fpilt. Montezuma 
came out from an adoratory in which his accurfed idols were placed, 
attended by two priells, and addreding himlelf to Cort«»;‘ exprcdltl his 
apprehendon that he was httiguedj to which Cortes replieci, that fa¬ 
tigue was unknown to us. 

Montezuma then took him by the hand, and pointed out to him 
the didcrent parts of the city, and itS vicini^, aU' pf which were com¬ 
manded from that place. Here we had a clear profpc<d: of the three 
caufeways by which Mexico communicated v^th the land, and of the 
aqucduifl of Chapultcpequc, which fupjdicd the city with the fined 
water. We were druck with the numbers of canoes, pading to and 
from the main land, loaded with provilions and mcrchandife, and wc 
could now-perceive, that in this great city, and all the others of that 
neighbourhood which were built in the water, the houles dood ,l<q>a- 
ratc from each other, communicating only fnrudl drawbridges, and 
by boats, and that they were built with terraced Wc obfervi^ 

alfo the temples and adoratories of the adjadmt cities, built in the form 
of towers and fortrcdcs, and others on the cauleway, all whitewafhed, 
and wonderfully brilliant. The noilc and budle of the market-place 
below us could be heard almoU a league off, and thole who had. been 
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IK Roroe and at CdnRantinople &id« that for coaveoknoe, i«;g:itlarity, 
and Ikdpttbtton, had ^cver fisen the like. Cories ndw piopoi^ to 
Fxa. Bartholofne to nppiy to Momezuim for^fxamiillon to conlhrud 
igDur chtirch here, to wUch the father Ibr the pl^ent objected, thinking 
it iil-dnsed. Cortes thm lundc^ to Montezuma, fcqucRed 

that Jse aaoiild do him the &vour to (hew 12 s his gods. Montezuma 
having oooAilted his priflRs, led us Into a tditlir wlxae was a kind 
cd*iakwii.' wac two altars highly adtamed, witib richly wrought 

timbers oh the roof, and over the akvs, gigantic figures rcTembling 
very fit mcai. The (me on the right was HoitzUopochtli their war 
god, with a great face and terribie eyes; this figure was entirely covered 
with gold and jewels, and his body bound with golden ferpents; in 
his right hand he held a bow, and in his idt a bundle of arrows. The 
Utde idol which Rood by him reprefented his page, and bore a lance 
and target ricidy ornamented with gold and jewels. The great idol had 
round his neck the fgures of human heads and hearts, made of pure 
gold and fUver, e^hEmnteniied with piccious Rones of a blue colour. Be¬ 
fore the idol was a^ ps^ ^ incenfe, with three hearts of human 
vi^ims which were then burning mixed with copal. The whole of 
that apartment, both walls and floor, was Rained with human blood in 
Rich quantity as to give a vciy oflenfive fmeli. Oi the left was the 
other" great figuie, with a oountenance like a bear, and great fhining 
eyes, of the poliihed fubRance whereof thidr cnirmrs are mack. The 
body of this idol was aUb ooveved with jewels. Theie two deities, it 
was faid, were brothers ; the name o£ this laR was Tezcatepuca, and lie 
was the god of the infernal icgiom. He prefided, according to their 
notions, over the fouls of oxn. His body was covered with figures 
rqprefenting little devils with tails of forpents, and tlw walls and pave¬ 
ment of thk tempk were fb beRneared with blood that they Runk w<»*fe 
ti^n all the naugHier4iou(es of CaihUe. An oflering 1^ before him of 
five human httuts. In the fummit of the temple, and in a rooefs the 
timber of which was moR highly ornamented, we faw a figure half 
hiunab and the other half refonbling ah alligator, inlaid with jewels, 
and partly covered with a matttle. This idol was faid to contain the 
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germ, and origin of aU creat^ ^RgSr of iiarvdl» and 

fruits. The waHs and ahaus w e re b^fbuned like the leil, and lb ofien- 
five, that we thought wc never could get out jCbon enough. „. 

In this place they ha^ a drtmi of moft enormous fixe, the.head of 
wluch was made of the (kins of Urge, ierpents: thtt idftrtunent when 
(Iruck rdfbunded wihh * npi(c that owdd be heard to tibe difk^ice of two 
leagues, and fo dolehfil that it dcicrved to be named the mufic of the in¬ 
fernal regions; and with their horrible (bunding borne and trumpets, 
their great kntvxs for (acrihoe, thetr Human vidttms, and their blood 
bcfprinkled altars, 1 devxaed them, and all their wickcdiicfs to God*s 
vengeance, and thought that the time would never arrive, that 1 (hould 
cfcape from this fccnc of human butchery, horrible fmclls, and more 
detedable (ights. 

Cortes, half in jcH, addrefiing himielf to Motaezuma, expre(!bi 
his wemder how fo wiic a prince could worfhip fuch abfurd ami wicked 
powers; and propofed to him to place on. the fummit of that tower a 
crofs, and in thc(e adoratories the image of the holy Virgin, and he 
alTured him that he (hould then be fbbn convinced of the vanity and de¬ 
ception of his idols. Montezuma (hawed marks of difpleafure at the(c 
expredlons, (aying, that he would not liave admitted us into the temple, 
had he thought that we would have infulted their gods, who were kind 
to them, who gave them health and feafonable rams, good harveds, 
fine weather, viflorics and wliatcver el(e they defintd, and whom they 
were in duty, and in gratitude, bound to worlhip. Cortes dropped 
the difcourle, oblcrving that it was time for us to go; and Montezuma 
aflenting, faid, it was necedary for him to remain, to expiate by fa- 
ceihee the Gn which he had committed, in admitting us there. Cortes 
then took leave, and thus we concluded our vi(it to tli« great temple of 
Mexico, ddfaending the deps with much pain to our invalids. 

1 will now proceed to relate other matters, in which, if 1 am not 
ib corntll as I ought to he, let it be rememhemi that my dtuation was 
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tliat of 1 ^ foldter, w^o to be more attenti^ to.the orders of 

his oSScekt than to ^ objed;s of c^dofity around him^ The ground 
whereon thi^ temple ltopd» “ w^;lp ;m|ich as of the ^rgeft buildings 
of this country, dc^py. Ihie^|b4^ k diminifhed to the fummit, 

whereOn wi^ in ^ich idols, and from the 

middle to the/top* five conca^ties, like barbicans, 

but witip^:jp^pc^^^ H<^cver there are X|^y pi^^gs of temple in 
the pdidP^ of the conqujcrprs, one wkcaicof Il^ve, and thofc who 
haVe feen them will, eafily form ah idea of the'outfide of this temple. 
1 have hesurd that at the time they laid the foundations of it, the natives 
of all that country made offerings of their gold* filver, and jewels, of 
the feeds of the earth, and of prifoners, all which were buried in the 
fouiidations of the building. The inquifitiyc reader will naturally afk, 
hbw I came to know any thing of tliis, which happened upwards of a 
thoufand y^rsiago. 1 will .inform fiitn. When we got poH^on of 
this’gfeat city, and that it was to be built upon a new plan, it was de¬ 
termined to place the church of St. Jago on the ground where this 
temple flood i and in finking the foundations, we found great quantities 
of gold, (liver, and <Hhcr valuables, and a Mexican who obtained part 
of the fame groimd, dilcqvcred moire treafure, about which there was a 
law-fuit in fupport his iMajdly's right, the rcfult of which I am 
ignorant of. The, account was, alfo con^rmed by Guatimotzin who 
was then alive, and who :^d that the tranfkdlion was recorded in their 
ancient hiflorical paintings^ vihe church which how (lands here is 
called St. Jago cl Tidteluloo, /This temple I have before obferved, was 
fiirrounded by courts as large jis the fquare of Salamanca, infidc of a 
double inclofqxe of lime and (lone. At a little didance frpm it dood a 
tower, a true hell or habitation for demons, with a mouth refcmbling 
that of an enormous mondcr, wide opai, and ready as it were to dc- 
t^pur thofe who entered. At the door dood frightful idpls; by it was 
•:.place lor (acridee, and within, boilers, and pots full of water, to 
the fliefh of the victims, which was eaten by the prieds. The 
i^la/weie like (erpents and devils, and before them were tables, and 
knives for facrificc,' the place being cowred with the blood which was 
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fpilt on thoie otcaiions. The fu^t^ was like of a hjatch^’s 
fiall, and I no^ gave this accurfecl biding any name cxc^t mat of 
hdl. Having paf!^ tins, we faw g^ piles of wc^, and a i^f^v^ir 
of water, fuppKcd by a pipe from the great, and ccpfling a 

court, we came to anotj^fr temple, ^jjiciein weie .the t< 5 ^^ 

Mexican nobility; it was begrimed with foot and this 

was another, full of ikeletons, and p^ks pfl^nes, ^a^ apart, .but> 
regularly arranged. In each temple were idqlst and hi|d alfo lit 
particular priefts, who wore long vcitments of blacj^^^mewhat be¬ 
tween the drefs of the dominicaps^and our canonsj tjteif^^g hair was 
clotted together, and their cars lacerated in honor of their gods. 

At a certain dillance from the buildings of which I have laft 
fpoken were others, the idols of which were, as they faid, the advo- 
cates, or fuperintendent deities of human marriages, aqd all round the 
great court were many houfes, which were not vary lofly, and wherein 
redded the pHcfts, and others who h^ charge of the idols. Here was 
olfo a great refer voir of water, fupplied with pipes, excludvely for the 
fcrvice of the two idols HuitzilopochtU and Tezcatcpuca, Jind hard by, 
a large building, where were a number of the young Mexican'women, 
who redded there as in a nunnery,^, until, they were married. They ' 
worihipped two female deities, who preiid^, oyer marriages, and to 
them they pflered lacridees, in order to obbun go<^ hulbands. I have 
been thus difRifc in my defcription.of tlUs great temple, bccaufc it wp 
the moft condderablc in that city, amon^ thJ ^ly fumptuous build¬ 
ings of that kind which it contained. The temple of Cholula however 
was higher than this, having a hundred and twenty fteps j it was adip 
held in great veneration, and was built on a plan did^rcht from that of 
Mexico. The temple at Tczcuco was very large, having a hundred 
and feventcen fteps. All thefe were of didcrent ftru€lure, but agreed 
in having a number of outer courts, and ,a double inclofurc. One 
ridiculous circumftancc is, that each proviha; had its own peculiar 
gods, who were fuppofed to have no concern with any other; fo that 
the idols were innumerable in this countiy. Having fatigued ourfelves 
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with the examination of thcic fccncs, fo new to us, we retired to our 
quarters. 

' Cortes perceiving how advwfc the king was to the cooverfioiv of 
his temple into a chrtftian church, applied to one of the principal 
officers of his palace, for matariida to coniboft a chapel and altar, 
within ou^quarters. His deddie being made known to Montezuma, it 
was inibuitly complied with, and timber ai>d worknum being provided, 
in three days we had it completed. Here wefaid mafs every day; we 
had however to lament the total want df wine for the holy facrament, 
it having been all ufed in the illnefs of Cortes, the reverend father, and 
others, during tlic wars in Tlafcala. However we were conftant in our 
devotions, as well on account of our duty, as in order to imprefs a pro¬ 
per idea of our holy religion, on the minds of Montezuma and the na¬ 
tives. Being employed in looking out for a proper place to fix the holy 
crofs. one of our carpenters obferved an appearance on the wall, as if a 
door had been there, and lately clofed up. When this was made 
known to Cortes, it was privately opened, and on entering the apart¬ 
ment, they found riches without end ! The (ecrct foon tranfpired. and 
we went, all of us, to view them. 1 was then a young man, and 1 
thought that if all the treafures of the earth had been brought into one 
place, they could not have amounted to fo much. It was agreed to 
clofc up the door again, and we determined to coix'cal the knowledge 
of if until the proper time (hould offer. 

A council was now called, compofed of Cortes as prefklent, with 
four captains, and tw’clve foldiers whereof I was one, and having duly 
confidered how evidently the Lord guided us, and what wile and valiant 
captains atid brave foldiers we had. as alfo the fickle difpofition of the 
Indians, who though now kind to us, might change, there was no 
faying Iiow ibon, and that notwithffanding the hofpitality with which 
Montezuma treated us, he might at any moment fell into an opp>ofite 
line of conduct, we refolvcd to follow the opinion of Cortes, by adopt¬ 
ing the mofV cfle<ftual meafure, which was. to ieize, and make that 
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monarch our prifoner; as we could not know at what moment we 
might be perhaps poifcmod in our food, and as no gift of his. nor all 
his lather’s treafure, could make compenfation to us for the alarms* 
and diftrefling tlioughts, which filled the minds of thole of any reflec¬ 
tion. For thefe rcafons it was therefore agreed to adopt the meafure 
without delay. The captains who were prefent propofed. that Mon¬ 
tezuma Ihould be induced by a plaufible pretext to come into our quax^ 
ters, and when there, to leize him, and if he reliflcd* to make his 
perfon anfwcr it: and they urged, that of the two great dangers, this 
was much the Icaft. It was then obferved by fomc of our fiddlers, that 
Montezuma’s officers did not provide us lb plentifully as at the firfi, 
and two of our “nafcalan allies had told our interpreter, Aguilar, in 
confidoioe, that they obferved a bad dilpofition on the part of the 
Mexicans towards us, for the two lall days. This debate lafled a full 
hour; at length it was agreed to adjourn until the next day, and in the 
mean time we confultcd our reverend father of tlic order of mercy, 
praying to God to guide us in this difficulty. On the day after this 
debate, arrived two Indians of Tlafcala very fccrctiy, with ktters from 
Villa Rica, whereby we were informtai, that juan de Efcalantc had 
fldicn, together with fix foldicrs, in a battle with the Mexicans,* and 
that the inhabitants of the mountains and of Cempoal were in commo¬ 
tion, and refuled to fupply provifions, or to work, fo that the garrifon 
knew not what to do. Thefe letters added, that the opinion of the In¬ 
dians were much altered fince they found that the Spaniards could be 
killol like other men. God knows this intelligence afllicflcd usj it was 
the firll defeat that we had experienced fince we landed on that conti¬ 
nent ; and here let the rcflc<Sbing reader ponder upon the changes which 
fate makes in the affairs of men. We who ycflerday were honored by 
Montezuma, in pcfifelfion of wealth, and conlkbred invulivsrable like 
demigods, to day found ourfelves lowered in the confideiation of the 
natives to a level with them in whofe power we were. Wc now 
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therefore faw in a llrongcr point of view than ever, how necedary it 
was for our vciy exigence to faze Montezuma, and that if we failed, 
we might as well peri(h in the attempt as meet our certain fate in any 
other way. But before I go farther I will give an account of the mis¬ 
fortune which bcfel Juan de Efcalante. ‘ • 

1 have already related, that in a town named QuiabuidJan, about 
thirty chiefs of the neighbouring didridis had voluntarily come under 
ouf government. A Mexican garrifon, it appears, attempted to levy 
CQntribiiiions upon fomc of thefc people. When this was rcprcfcntcd 
to Eicalantc the commandant in Villa Rica, he lent word to the oflicers 
of Montezuma to dcfiA, threatening them in cafe they did not, but at 
the (amc time cxprcffing his w'iflics to be on friendly terms with them. 
To this an abrupt rq>ly was returned, that he fliould find them in the 
field. Efcalante was a man who had blood in his eye, and on receiving 
this anfwcr he immediately prepared forty of his own people, and two 
thoufand of his allies, and put himfclf in march againft the Mexicans, 
whom he met out upon a pillaging expedition, and attacked. Our 
allies who were always afraid of the Mexicans, fled at the firft fliowcr 
of arrows, and left the poor Spaniards to get. out of the bufinefs as wdl 
as they could. With great difficulty they arrived at Almcria, where 
Efcalante and fix foldicrs foon died of their wounds. One foldier they 
took alive; his name was Argucllo, a native of Leon ; this man had a 
large head, and thick curled beard, and was of great bodily ftrength. 
Such is the truth of the affair at Almcria, which is entirely difierent 
from the account of the hiflorian Gomara, where he fays that Pedro dc 
ireio went to colonize Panuco with a party of foldicrs, at a time w’hen 
wc had not a fufficicncy of men to keep up our guards. In many 
things which that hiflorian relates concerning the feizure of Montezuma, 
he ought to have rccolle<flcd that eye witnefles to that tranfa<Slion were 
yet alive, to contradidl him. 

The Mexican captains reported the affair to^Montezuma, and pre- 
fented him with the head of the Spanifh foldier, w’ho died of his 
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wounds, as they were bringing him prifoncr. It is faid that Mon¬ 
tezuma trembled when he beheld it, and ordered it to be lent clfcwhcrc. 
He alked his t^ptains why, being fo numerous, they had not con- 
qucreii fuch a handful of mehi they replied; that the rcafbn was, bc- 
caufe they beheld a fupematural beihj|^, who encouraged the Spaniards, 
and ilruck terror into their people ? and this Montezuma believed could 
be no other than the holy Virj^^JJ&ry, With her fon in her arms, as 
we had explained to him that ^ was our patronefs. TTiis I cannot 
teflify to, not having been there myfelf, hut fome of thofc who were 
there aflured me of the truth of it, and it was the univerfal belief 
amongft us. Would to God that it were fo! Certain however it is, 
that the divine mercy was with us throughout, for w'hich praifrd bo 
Cod! 


It having been dccide<l that we fliould feize the perfon of the king, 
we palled the whole of the preceding night in praying to our Lord, 
that he w'ould be plcafed to guide us fo that what we were about to do 
Ihould redound fo his holy fcrvicc, and in the morning* we proceeded 
to arrange the manner in w'hich our determination was to be carried 
into cftcdl. Our cavalry and infantry were as ufual in readinefs to turn 
out if allied upon, and as it w'as always our cuftom to go fully armed, 
the appeanmcc in that manner gave no fufpicion. Cortes having left 
our whole force in readinefs, proceeded to the palace, attended by the 
captains, P. de Alvarado, Gonzalo dc Sandoval, J. V. cle Leon, Kfa. 
dc l.ugo, and A. dc Avila, with the interpreters Donna Marina and 
Aguilar; fending before him to acquaint the king, that.he was on his 
way to pay him a vilit. This he did in order to prevent any efieft 
ariling from an unexpcdlcd appearance. The king concluded that it 
was on aevount of the aiiair of Almcria, and that Cortes was enraged 
about that which in reality he did not care the value of a chefnut for. 


and lent back won! to Cortes that he was welcome. Accordingly, our 
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general/ we who attended brni; having entered into the prcloKC of 
Montezuma, after paying him -his refpedls, he dddreflKxl (he king 
through his interpreters, faying/' he *was aftoniflied that a monarch 
who was fo brave, and who had lliiM himfdf to friendly to us, 
fhould have gi\’en ordars' to his troop# tfx Tozapan to attack the Spa¬ 
niards, kill one of them, and hisrhoHe, and pillage and dcflroy our 
allies. Cottes wUhed to conceaf of Efcalante and the (ix 

others. He then charged the ktirig avifh the treacherous attempt againfl 
us in Cholula, which he faid he had hitherto been deterred from fpeak- 
ing of, by motives of efteem and regard; but that now, in addition to 
thefe provocations, his ofHccrs were plotting our immediate deflrudlion, 
and he concluded by faying, that, m order to prevent the ruin of the 
ci^, it was necedary that his Majcfly (hould# peaceably, and without 
snaking any oppoHtion or rcmonftrancc, immediately go with us to our 
quarters, where he (hould be treated With the greateft rcfpcdl; but that 
if he fiid one word, or gave the lead alarm, the five captains then pre- 
fent would inflantly put him to death. On hearing this Montezuma 
was at firft fo terrified that he appeared to have loft all fenfation. Hav¬ 
ing recovered himftlf a little, he denied his having ever given any order 
to his troops to attack oiir couirtiymcn, and taking from his wrift the 
fignet of Huitzilopochtli with which he was ufed to confirm any order 
of great importance, he caufed the officer of whom complaint had been 
made, to be font for. He then replied to the propofal of leaving his 
palace, and fummoning up his dignity faid, that he was not the perfon 
to be forced to take fuch a ftep, contrary to his inclination. The con- 
verfation was prolonged, Cortes giving him good rcafons for what he 
propofed, artd the king replying to him with better, infomuch that 
above half an hour had now elapied. The captains who were ftanding 
by began at laft to grow very impatient, and J. V. de Leon cried out to 
Cortes in his rough voice, ** Why Sir do you waftc fo many words ? 
*♦ Let him yield himfclf our prifoncr, or we will this inftant plunge 
««»into }iis body. Tell him this, and alfo, that if he fays a 
** w6rd, he dies for it. Better for us to afTurc our lives now, or peri^ at 
“ once.** The manner in which this was fpoken ftruck the king, and he 
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aHccd Donna Marina the meaning of It. She with Jicr nfual readinefs 
anfwcred hy Poqueftti^ that he would immediately conient to what w.is 
propofcd to him, acid go where he fliould meet all rcTpcifl and honor, 
as fhc perceived thsu if he hc^tated, th^ were rcfulvt^ to put him to 
inlVant death. He then addrcflixl Cortes and faid, ** i have a fegitlmatc 
“ Ton, and two legitimate daughters; take them as hoHages for me, 
“ but do not expofe me as a priioner to my own |>coplc.’* Cortes 
however replied laying nothing but what was originally propofcd could 
do, and that remondranccs were unavailing. At length he was forced 
to confent, upon which our captains addrefled him with every declara¬ 
tion of efteem and rcfpc<fk, carneftly defiring that he would not be 
offended at what had paOed, and that he w'ould tell his officers and 
guards that he went by his own free will, and by the advice of his gods 
and priefts. His magnificent ftatc litters were now brought, and at¬ 
tend^ by his ufual guards he proceeded to our quarters, where our polls 
and ccntincls being duly placed, he was received and entertained with 
every mark of refpc<5l. He was foon waited on by the princes of his 
family and the chief nobility of Mexico, who came to know the caufe 
of the Hep that he had taken, and alfo if it was his wilh that they 
Ihould attack us ; but he replied, that it was his intention to Hay with 
us for a few days, and that whatever further commands he had for 
them, he would fignify in due time; but charged them to do nothing 
to dillurb the city. 

* Thus was the feizure of the great Montezuma cflfedlcd. He was 
attended while with us in the fame manner as in his own palace, his 
wives, family, and officers, were with him, and he bathed every day: 
he appeared calm and refigned, and had always in his prelencc twenty 
counfcllors or chiefs. Amballadors came to him on affairs of im¬ 
portance from diftant countries, cither to deliver tribute, or with buli- 
nefs which he difpatchcd. I recoiled that however great the prince or 
chief might be, before he entered the king's prefence he took of his 
rich drefs, and put on a plain one of the coarfc manufadure of ncquen, 
and in this habit, and barefooted, approached the royal apartrrtents, 
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M’hich he entered, not directly, but making a circuit by tlie wall: and 
having come, with his eyes caft down upon the grotmd, into the pie- 
fence of the king, he made thiee profound bows«, and addrefled him, 
calling him, *• Lord, my lord, great lord.*' - He tliendiiplayed before him 
a cloth, whereon was painted and n^refehted the^buhnefs on which he 
came, the particulars of which he pointed but to him with little rods, 
or wands, delicately wrought and fi<rii(hcd. During this time two old 
lords ftood by the king, and as iboh as they had attentively conftdered 
all the particulars, they gave their opinions upon it to Montezuma, 
who difpatched the aflair with a few words. The perfon who had 
brought it, then, without making any reply, withdrew from the king's 
prcfencf, making three profound bows, and keeping his fac« towards 
the throne till out of fight; and as foon as he was out of the royal 
apartments, he put on his rich drefs, and walked about the city. 

The mcfit*ngcrs, who, as it has been mentioned, were difpatched 
w’ith the royal fignet, to arreft and bring to Mexico the officers of 
whom our general had complained, foon returned with them. On 
their arrival and being brought into their monarch's prefence, I do not 
know what paflTcd, but he immediately fent tltcm to Cortes to do with 
them as he thought fit. Being examined when the king w’as not by, 
they avowed all tliat had happened, and faid tlxey did it by the orders 
of Montezuma, which were, that they fhould if neceflary recur to 
force, to obtain the tribute due, and attack the Spaniards if they ap¬ 
peared in fiippoit of his refraftory fubjedls. Montezuma being charged 
by Cortes with this which now appeared, he endeavoured to exculpate 
himfelf as wcH as he could; but Cortes told him, that although his 
participation in the guilt of his officers was evident, and although the 
orders of our monarch w»erc to punifh with death all who irtfiidled 
death, yet fuch was his regard for him, that he would fooncr lofe his 
own life than do his Majcfty an injury. All thefe affliranccs however 
coaid not remove the fears of Montezuma. 

As to the officers, Cortes fcntcnccd them to be burnt alive in front 
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of the palace of their king; this kninediatcty procceclcd upon, ami 
during the time i>f its taking place; ar«d in onler to prevent any impedip- 
ment occurring, he a!(b c^rdered that Montezuma (hould be* put in irons. 
When this was doing, the unft^unate king could no longer fu^rds 
his emotions at the indignity, hut w^.aloud. In this fituation he re* 
mained until thcexecution was oreiv at which time Cortes, attended by 
his five captains, went to his apartfiMnt, and with his own hands freed 
him from the irons, afTuring him that he was dearer to him than even 
a brother, and that he truHed foon to be able to make his dominions 
exceed double t^ir pafent extent; and alfo, that if he wifhed to go to 
his palace, he was at pcrfedl liberty to do fo. Montezuma’s fpirit was 
now broke, and the tears ran down his checks while Cortes was fpeak- 
ing; he declined the offer with thanks, knowing well the emptinefs of 
his words, and added, that he confidcred it moft prudent to remain 
where he was, in order to prevent difturhance and infunrc61ion in the 
city. What ivc undcrflood and cntainly was the cafe, was, (hat Cortes 
had caufed the interpreters to fay that thoxigh he was inclined fo relcafe 
him, the other ofliccrs never would alltnv it. As foon as Montezuma 
had given his anfvvcr, Cortes threw his arms round his neck, and pro- 
tefted tlnrt he loved him as himfcif. The king tlicn afleed of him his 
page Orfeguilla, a youth who had already k'arncd the language, and 
Cortes immediately complied with his requeft, whereby Orteguilla 
afterwards remained about the perfon of the king, a circumffancc very 
ufeful both to him and to us. Montezuma was very partial to the 
yoirth, from whom he was conftantly ufed to enquire particulars re¬ 
lative to Europe, and Ortcguilla from his knowledge of the language, 
was able to communicate to us whatever he obferved, that was of im- 
porfamc for us to know. Thus Montezuma remained amongff us, 
treated with the greateft rcfpedl, no officer or foldicr, nor even Cortes 
himfcif, coming imo his prefence, or paffing him, without pulling off 
his helmet, and he always treated us moft kindly and courtcoufly. 


The officers of Montezuma wlio were publicly executed as I have 
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related, wrre four in iiuinbar.+ nam^ wore Qjuctzalpopoca who 

was the pritKripal, Coat), Quiabuitle, aii(i impthcr/«e^^tMn I have for¬ 
gotten, nor is ^t of much importaiipe.. At foo^ as this cha{H(emcnt 
was known through th^ different pinvin^ pf N^w Spain, it fb^ick 
univerfal terrm^', and the pec^le oh to their fubmiffion. 

Now let the furious cbnlider upoh ,(kie..tieh|k a^^idns; hrO;, in dcflroy- 
ing our fhipt and therewith all Itnisipc of retreat, fi^ndly, in entering 
the city of Mexico after the alarming warnings that we had received, 
thirdly, in daring to make prifoner the great Montezuma king of all 
that country, in his own capital, and in the centre of his own palace, 
furroundedby his numerous guards, and fourthly, in publicly burning 
his officers in front of his palace, and putting the king in irons during 
the execution. Now that I am old, I frequently revolve, and reflcdl 
upon the events of that day, which appear to me as frefh as if they had 
juft pafTcd, fuch is the inipreffion th<y have made upon my mind. I 
fay, that it was not wc who did thefe things, but that all was guided 
by the hand of God, for what men on earth would otherwife have 
ventured, their ^umbers not amounting to four hundred and fifty, to 
have feized and put in irons a mighty^monarch, and publicly burned 
his officers for obeying his orders, in a city larger than Venice, and at 
a diihince of a thoufand and five hundred leagues from their native 
country!!! There is much matter for rcfle<5lion in this, and it merits to 
be detailed otherw'ife than in the dry manner in which I relate it. 

Cortes now thought it ncccflary to appoint a commandant at Villa 
.Rica. For this purpole he chofe Alonzo de Grado, an indifierent 
fbldicr, but a' perfon of good underflanding, who fpoke well, and was 
of a handfome appearance; he was alfo a mufician, and an excellent 
penman. He was always in oppofition to Cortes relative to our advance 
to Mexico, and was the principal orator on thofc occafions. Cortes 

when 


f They were feveoteen in all: QiaetzalpQpoca lord of Nauhtlan, his fon, and 
fifteen other noblemen. 


{ «59 ) 

when he gave mm'theitppointinMt good-humouredly faid to hiiri. 
Now Senior ^dc OwdOa ipo ^ your wi(hcfSi you arc com- 

“ mandant of Villa Rldi, ami you fortify it wdl; and mind I 

** charge you on no account i^b ^ and fight the wicked Indians, 

“ nor let them kill yoii ^^thc|' de Efcalante.** This Cortes 

faid ironically, knowing this condllioiir'btf the man, and that all the 
world could not have got him to' BlSff ^nis nofc out of the town. We 
who were liflening to this, and perceived his drift, could Hardly for¬ 
bear laughing aloud. He then gave him his infiruil^ldns to behave 
kindly to his Indian neighbours, and not permit them to be robbed or 
opprefied: he alfo defired him to caufe the fmiths w'ho were in that 
fettlemcnt to make two large chains, out of the old iron of the (hips, 
and lend them to him immediately, and to lofe no time in proceeding 
with the confiru^ion of the wootlcn fort. When Dc Grado arrived 
at his government, he affeefted to carry on bufinefs w’ith a lofty de¬ 
meanour, and fent to the neighbouring Indians who were at peace with 
us, requiring them to give him gold, and female (laves; paying no at¬ 
tention wliatcvcr to the fortifications, but pafTing lijs time in fcafiing. 
and play. What was w’orfe, he combined with the adherents of Vc- 
lafqucr, t»f?ering to put him in pollciTion of the port he was entrufted 
with. I'hcfe things being foon communicated to Cortes, he repented 
of his imprudent (lep in appointing to fuch a place a man whofe had 
difpofltion he well knew; he alfo forefaw that Vclafquez muft fooner 
or later find out that he had (ent agents to Old Caflillc, and would pro¬ 
bably feiKi a force againfi us. For thefc reafons it was ncccfiary that 
he (huuld have a perfon of’ confidence in the commantl at Villa Rica; 
he therefore lent Sandoval, wdio W'as now alguazil mayor, with whom 
went Pedro de ireio already mentioned, w ho gained the confidence of 
Sandoval, a goodnatured man, by diverting him with anecdotes of the 
families of the Count dc Urena, and Don Pedro Giron, in which he 
had ferved. Dc Ireio by thefe means gained his favor fo completely, 
that he never ceafed promoting him, till he had got him the rank of 
captain: inftead of which promotion, for the licx^nfes he gave his 
tongue, and for which Sandoval at times reprehended him, he deferved 
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fo have been well puniHieii. Sandoval on {lii «nrtval at' VtUa Rica im¬ 
mediately arrcAcd De Grudo and him |fri/ofier lo"K|Kexico, under a 
guard of Indians, according to the Brtos of Corteit. The new gover¬ 
nor fuon made himfclf very {K>pu&' a^i^ the mtives by his afla- 
hilit}' and humanity, and he imm^i^l^ to put the fort into 

proper repair; Cortes would hot (<« tte Grado on his arrival, but con¬ 
fined him in the flocks, where ht leinairicd two days. I rcc’olledl that 
the timber Whereof thefe were imide has a ftrong fmcll of garlic. De 
Grailo, whoW^s a mart of great pkufibility at laft made his peace, and 
was employed; not in a military capacity, but in one conformable to his 
talents, being given the office of contador, which hatl been held by 
Avila, who was fent as procurador to the Ifland of St. Domingo. San¬ 
doval Itad orilcrs to fend the iron-work ncccffary for the conflrudlion of 
two vcflcls, which he punctually executed, and the vari' us articles ar¬ 
rived fafely in Mexico. 

Cortes, regularly every day after mafs, went to wait on Mon- 
tcKumil, attended by all his officers, and afked him what he would Ijc 
pleafed to order that they could execute; to which the king ufed fo 
anfwer, thanking him, that nc found himfclf perfectly to his fatisfac- 
tion. Thus, from one fubjcCl to another they ufuall) fell into difcouife 
about our holy faith, and the power of our emperor. At other times, 
Montezuma and Cortes ufed to play at a certain game wdiich they call 
Totoloquc, in which they take aim with golden balls at tertain objects 
made alfo of gold. 1 remember once in particular, v. }i>;n Cortes and 
Alvarado were playing againfl Montezuma and his aepht'W’, Monte¬ 
zuma jocularly faid that he would not allow Tonaiiu, meaning Alva¬ 
rado, fo called on account of his handfbme p. rfon, that word meaning 
the fun, to mark, expreffing himfclf in fi: h a manner as to imply, 
that Alvarado did not fay that which wav true r at which we all burft 
out laughing, becaufc Alvarado was a little addicted to exaggeration. 
When Cortes gained, he gave his w'innings to thofe about Montezuma, 
and when the king gained he did the fame to our foldicrs of the guard. 
Indeed he never let a day pafs, without making prefents of fbme kind 
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to all of us, but more paiticuladj to yclafquc7 dc Leon who was the 
captain of his guards .luid dways paid him great attention. One night 
a foldicr named TnixiUo, Was gtdky of a certain piece of difrefpetft; 
within his hearing, at which Montezuma was highly offended, aid 
enquired of the page who, the perfqn The page told him that he 

was a man of low birth, who luiow tip better. He then proceeded to 
tell him of our different ranks and qualities, about w'hich he was very 
curious. On the next day he ordered Truxillo to be brought into his 
prcfcncc, and after having reproval him, he made him a prefent worth 
about five crowns. The words of Montezuma made left impreffion on 
the foldicr than his gold, and on the next night the fellow was guilty 
of the fame piece of impolitenefs, in order to get more. Of this Mon¬ 
tezuma complained to Velafqucz, who ordered the man to be relieved, 
and fcvercly reprimanded him.. Another foldicr one night complained 
that he was ill, curling this dog of an Indian, meaning Montezuma, 
who gave them fo much trouble. This being overheard by the king, 
ho difeovered wliat he had faid, he complained tiicreof to Cortes, by 
liofc command the man was immediately whipped, notwithftanding 
lie was a very good foldicr; his name was Pedro Lopez. After this 
example flritSl: difciplinc and filcncc were kept by the guard, to the 
great fatisfadlion of the king, who was very kind to us, knew us all, 
and fpokc to us by our names. I was at this time a flripling,’and 
always behaved to him with great refpedt; his page had told him that 
I had been twice upon his coafts before the arrival of Cortes, and I had 
defired the page to mention to him, that inftead of gold or mantles, he 
would oblige by giving me a bandfome Indian girl. This requeft lie 
gnacioufly complied u irii, calling me to him and faying, “ Bernal 
“ Diaz del Caflillo, the v ang woman I prefent to you is the daughter 
“ of one of my prinrip ii >h luv; treat her well, and her friends will 
** you gold and ni.ovW s •, much as you can defirc.** I kiffed 
his Majefty’s hand, ;i-.i'ikii»g him for his favors, and praying God to 
profper him; to which Montezuma replied faying, ** It feems to me 
** that Del Caflillo is ' ‘ noble condition.’* Wherewith he ordered me 
throe plates of gold, and two loads of mantles. 
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I w;n now rdate fopie -mam, {»rtfciilafs <?f hk of Kfip. In 

the morning, having paid his do^iom, hci cs»; a bieakfaft, not 
of but vegetables, fuch as l!|^ o| peppw/' i^ tbon remained a 

full hour hcanng bufinefs, in th« already deferibed. 

7'hc number of judges or cotmfidlcuri' '^^^ him at thofe 

times amounted to twenty. His niunbKMif miihnnfes he ufed to marry 
to, his oiHcers and particular frkndsj ^ime of them fell to our lot; 
mine was called Donna Francifea; a lady of high birth, as (he (hewed 
by her manners. Thus fometiiiies ur»l(ing him&lf, and fometimes 
nieditating on his (ituation, the great Montezuma pa(Ied the days of his 
confinement among(^ us. 

The materials being arrived, Cortes requefied that the king would 
give him permiflion to conftru<Sk two vcljcls, for the purpolc of amufing 
himjfelf upon the water, and alfo that he would order his carpenters to 
a(Tift. The oak timber was only at the diftance of about four leagues, 
and Montezuma having given his confent, the work went on fo expe- 
ditioudy, by the number of Indian carpenters, and was fo ably con¬ 
duced by our principal builder Martin Lopez, that in a very (hort fpace 
of tinK*, they were built, launched, and figged, with an aw'ning over 
each. 


Montezuma at this time requefied pcrmillion from Cortes to pay 
his devotions, and perform facrifiecs, in order that his friends and fub- 
jcCs might (ee that he lived among us by the order of his gods, and his 
own choice. Cortes returned for anfwer, that in fo doing, it was his 
budnefs to beware how he did any thing whereby to lofe his life; for 
that he would (end a guard of officers and (bldiers with him, giving 
them firiC orders to kill him infiantly in cafe there appeared any thing 
like a commotion. With this caution he gave him his permiffion to 
ylfit his temple. It was alfo at the fame time (ignified to him, tliat no 
hlimam facrifice would be permitted; to which Montezuma having 
agresed, he fet out in liis ufual pomp, and accompanied by four of our 
captains, Velafquez de l^n, Alvarado, Avila, and Dc Lugo, with a 
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hundred and fifty (bldtert. -Our revtftttd i^hcr of the order of mercy 
alfo attended f<Mr the puipdle of preventing human facriHcc. Mon¬ 
tezuma on hi« arri^ near the temple came out of his litter, and was 
lupported up to it as tifoal, being met by a number of priefts. They 
had on the preceding night facrificsed four Indians, nor could all our 
endeavours prevent that inhuman pni^icc, wdiich we were for the pre- 
I'ent obliged to connive at, fearing to do any thing which would cauft- 
an infiirrcdtion. After Montezuma had ihtid a (hort time at his devo¬ 
tions he came down from the temple, and returned to our quarters irt 
great good hdmour, making prefents to all of us who attended him 
upon the occafion. 

The veflcls were now afloat upon the lake, fully equipped, and 
manned with expert (ailors, and they obeyed both fail and oar, fo as to 
anfvvcr our utmofl: expedition. When Montezuma was informed of it, 
he requefted Cortes to permit him to go hunting in a certain diftritfl, 
which was prohibited to all others on pain of ileathi Cortes aflented, 
warning liim that his life paid the forfeit of any attempt at a relcutf, 
and he offered him the ufc of his fhips to go there, wliich Mon¬ 
tezuma was greatly plcafed with, and accepted. 

The fwiftcfl failing veflcl conveyed the king and his fuitc, the 
other was occupied by his fun and a number of the nobility. They 
W'cre attended alfo by a vafl: number of lx>ats, great and fmall. Cortes 
ordered out a party compofed of Velafquez de Leon, Alvarado, Dc Oii, 
and Avila, all men who had blood in their eyes, and two iiundrcd 
loldicrs, giving them orders to lx: very watchful over Montezuma: 
four brafs guns with their ammunition and artillery-men, were alfo 
embarked. 

The wind blew very frefh, our failors took delight in exhibiting 
their (kill, and the fliips feemed to fly acrofs thelake, leaving the veflcis 
of the natives far behind. Montezuma being arrived where he was to 
hunt, landed for that purpofc, and as the place abounded with game, 
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he had Toon killed a haits» 

and nd>httis. After having aihu^ this manner* 

he.-.|!|t4imed on board the veiTel#'a^ ^ £ul We dtf- 

charged our i^niery during the amufe- 

mcnt and iatisfa^itm* and ^e by;;1Kis afiable and friendly 

behaviour; nor is it poilible to deiarib«< holw; .noble he was in eveiy 
thing he did, nor the refped in which he was hdd by every one about 
him. One day, three of our captains were in his prcfcncc when a 
hs^wk entered the apartments purfuing a quail, which kind of birds, as 
wdll as doves, bred in and about the palaces. As our officers and 
iqldters were admiring ,the bcau^ and flight of the hawk, and talking 
upon the fubjc<5t in gctieral, Montezuma was curious to know what 
wc were faying, which being explained to him, and alfo how we could 
tanie hawks and fly them from our hands, Montezuma faid that he 
would order the bird to be caught for us, and giving immediate direc¬ 
tions to that purpofe, by the next morning his hunters had caught and 
brought to us the identical bird. 

Cacamatzin the king’s nephew, and prince of the city of Tczcuco, 
tbc Jaxgcfl next to Mexico in the empire, having received information 
thut the king had been now many days kept prifoncr by the Spaniards, 
and that they had alfo opened the treafury of his anccllors, in order to 
.i^iscure it by a timely effort, convoked his vaffals, and alfo the neigh¬ 
bouring princes. Amongfl them was the lord of Matalcingo, a great 
warrior, and near relation of Montezuma, who was faid to have pre- 
tenfion to the throne. Thcfe princes and chiefs he fummoned, in order 
to induce than to affcmblc their forces, and fall upon us in a body. 
When they were met in confultation upon this propofition, the prince 
whom I before mentioned to have had pretenfions to the throne, made 
me fupport of them the condition of his entering into the confederacy, 
ptcamatzin then brought forward a fimilar claim, declaring that he 
si^Cild go through the buHnefs with his own force, for which purpofe 
hi;, nuide arrangements w-ith his friends in the city of Mexico. This 
coming tlie krrawlcdge of Montezuma, He immediately forbid any 
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fuch ilqps beifig^^ t«ktn» and ^rnmura^tcd co Cortes the infontiatlon 
which he had leoeivt^.s The tra^adlton was already in a certain deg^ 
known to us, but iiefK; to the full ejctent. Cortes in confequence thereof 
propofed to take with him a body of Mexicans to attack and deftroy the 
city of Tczcuco, but this determinattqii not being fatisfadory to Mdn- 
tezuma, Cortes fent to Cacaniatzin, defiring, him to defift from his 
warlike preparations, as he wilhed Itim for his friend. Cacamatzin 
replied that he was not to be duped like others by plaufible words ; that 
he expeded foon to fee us, and then we might fay to him what we 
would. Cortes once again fent to Cacaniatzin warning him not to pro¬ 
ceed to hoffilities, the confequence of which would be the lofs of the 
king’s life; to which this chief returned for anfwcr, that neither the 
king nor Cortes w'crc of any conicqucncc to him, for that he was de¬ 
termined to perfeverc in his intentions. 

He had at this time a brother in Mexico, who had Ixrcn obliged 
to fly thither on account of a family quarrel. This Ixring known to us, 
our general propofed to Montezuma to call the reigning prince to his 
court, where we could feizc on and detain hint tintil he lK‘camc more 
amenable, or if we thought proper elevate the brother now in Mexico 
to his place. Montezuma agreed to fend for him, adding, that if he 
refufed to come, he would give diredions for having him brought by 
force. For this Cortes returned him thanks with many profefTions of 
fincerc regard, afliiring him that he fluid by him entirely for his pro- 
tedion, and that for his part he fhould be happy to accompany him to 
his palace, but that he could not get his captairis to confent to it. The 
king tliankcd him, and faid that he would iminciliatcly fend to inform 
Cacamatzin of his true fituation, and how it was adopted of his own 
free will, and by the advice of his gods ; for Montezuma was pcrfedly 
well acquainted W'ith the diffimulation pradifed by Cortes, and that it 
was only done in order to found him. Montezuma according to his 
promife fent a meffage to the prince, who perfedly imderflood the 
manner in which it was obtained, and declared his determination to 
attack us in four days, faying, that his unde the king was a pitiful 
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fru>i^n:h, and no better thaa a hen,, for not hiring attacked u$ as he 
advi&td him at the pats of Chal<»/ Thistt. for part he was deter¬ 
mined to avenge the wrongs that had bewi comnriSM by us upon Mon¬ 
tezuma and the country, aiui that if in (h doing the throne of Mexico 
fell to his lot, he would liberally itwa^ thtife who fupported him. 

• 

Some of the chiefs who heard thefc declarations had fcruplcs upon 
the fubjedt, objecting to go to w^r without the orders of their fove- 
reign. This filled the prince with rage, efpccially when they propofed 
to fend to him for his infirudtions; he caufed three of them to be taken 
prifoners, and the others who were prefent intimidated thereby, de- 
chured their determination to fupport him. He then fent a mefiage to 
Montezuma, ivprefcnting the difgracc in which he was fallen, by con¬ 
necting himfelf with wizards and magicians, and that he would come 
afld put us all to death. Montezuma was highly oflft-nded at this, and 
taking off his feaJ, he entrufted it to the care of fix of his captains, 
commanding them to go and fficw it to certain perfons whom he 
named, as knowing they were not on terms of fricndfhip with the 
prince, and to fignify to them his orders, that they ffiould Icizc Caca- 
niatzin and fend him into his prefence. Accordingly they entered 
where the prince was, difcourling with fomc of his chiefs, relative to 
his expedition, and having Iccurcd him, together w’ith five others, 
embarking them in a piragua, they brought them to Mexico, where 
Cacamatzin was placed in one of the royal litters, and conducted into 
the prefcnce of Montezuma. The king, after having reproached him 
for his difobcdicnce and treafon, delivered him to Cortes, to do what 
he thought proper with him, rcleafing tlic other prifoners. Cortes 
thanked the great Montezuma, and made arrangements, that the brother 
of Cacamatzin fhould fucceed to the principality, by the name of Don 
Carlos, and he was accordingly invefted with this dignity in the pre- 
fertcc of Montezuma. The other chiefs who had joined in the mcafurcs 
of Cacamatzin abfented themfelves from court through fear, but were 
fhbrtly made prifoners, and brought to Mexico in chains. Thus was 
concluded this important bufinefs, to our entire fatisfaClion. We con¬ 
tinued 
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tinucd fUD ps^mg tutr couit ito Montmima, in the manner fe great ind 
generous a prince deferved, never fitting down, not even Cortes hiinfi;lf, 
in his prcfcncc, until; the king commanded it. The converfatiem fre¬ 
quently turned upon otir holy religion, and the truths thereof feemed 
to be every day making more imprdfion upon the king’s mind. 

Cortes now entered again upon the fubjccSl of Montezuma’s ac¬ 
knowledging the fovereignty of our Emperor, to which Montezuma 
replied, that he would lummon the princes his vafials, which he ac¬ 
cordingly did, and nearly the whole of them attended within the fpacc 
of ten days. Among the few who abfented thcmfelvcs was that rela¬ 
tion of Montezuma’s already fpoken of, as of extraordinary prowefs in 
war, who returned for anfwcr, that he would neither come, or pay 
any more tribute. The king w’as incenfed at this, and fent ofliccrs to 
apprehend him, but without fuccefs. The princes lx;ing afTcmblcd and 
the little page prefent, Montezuma reminded tltcm of the ancient pro¬ 
phecies, whereby they were told that from thofe parts where the fun 
rifes, men were to come to rule the country, and that with their arrival 
fhould ccafc the empire of the Mexicans. The king added, that for 
his part he believed we were the people fpoken of; that he had facri- 
ficed to his gods, rrquefting in vain an anfvver from them, but they 
referred him to the former ones, and commanded him to alk no more, 
whereby he concluded their will to be that obedience fheuld he yielded 
to the king of Caftillc, to whom thefe Grangers were vafials. ** I 
“ now,” continued he, ** befccch you to give them fome token of 
** fubmifiion; they require it of me, let no one refufe. For eighteen 
“ years that I have reigned, I have becii a kind monarch to you, you 
“ have been faithful fubje<51;s to me; fince my gods will have it fo, 
“ indulge me by this one inftance of obedience.” The princes, with 
many fighs and tears, promifed Montezuma, who was ftill more 
aflFcd:ed than them, that they would do whatever he defired. He then 
fent a meflage to Cortes, telling him, that on the enfuing day, he and 
his princes would tender their allegiance to his Majefty our Emperor- 
This they accordingly did at the time appointed, in the prcfcncc of all 
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our officers, and many of our roldters, not 4>nc of a^bom could refrain 
from weeping, in beholding the agitation andvdfifti^s of the great and 
generous Montezuma. 

Coites and bis captains being*M'tl|e|M^dence con* 

verfing about indifferent fubjc€tffj the gMrsil took an opportunity to 
afk fome queflions relative to the gold mines. Montezuma told him 
that the richefit were in the province of Zacatula, and he gave an ac¬ 
count of the manner in which the gold was obtained, which was, by 
wafhing the earth, the fmall grains of metal finking to the bottom. 
He alfo informed Cortes that they obtained it in two rivers in the pro- 
viiKJc of Guztepeque, where the natives did not obey him, but that if 
Cortes would fend fomc troops thither, he would order his officers to 
condutl them. Cortes thanked the king, and pitched upon the pilot 
Umbria, and two foldicrs to examine the mines of Zacatula. To thole 
in the Chinantccan and Zapotccan territories he fent a captain named 
Pizarro, a young man, his relation ; but at that time the names of 
Pizarro and Peru w'cre equally unknown. The latter took with him 
four foldicrs ufed to mining, and four noble Mexicans. Montezuma 
then prefented Cortes with a map, admirably painted on cloth, of the 
whole northern coaft as far as Tabafeo, an extent of a hundred and forty 
leagues. Among the rivers was that of Guacacualco, whicli Cortes 
determined to |javc examined, and Diego dc Ordas ofiering himfclf, was 
ac^cepted by Cortes contrary to his own inclination, as he was a perlbn 
from whofe advice and judgement he derived great advantage. Mon¬ 
tezuma told Dc Ordas on his departure, that his power did not extend 
where he was going, but that if he wilhed for the affiftana: of his 
frontier garrifons, he was welcome to take them. 

The firft who returned was Gonzalo dc Umbria. He brought 
with him gold to the value of three hundred crowns, and reported that 
the mines would be very valuable, if they were as expert at the bulinefs 
there, as in St. Domingb or Cuba. Two principal perfons of that 
country alfo attended him to Mexico, and brought a prefent of gold of 
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about a hundred crowns value, ofiering to become his MajcAy’s fubjeds. 
The having afceitained the (ituation of the mines was matter of great 
Satisfaction to Cortes. Umbria deferibed the country in which he had 
been as very rich and populous, and indeed he and his companions 
feemed to have returned no way the worfe for their journey, and Cortes 
intended that it fhould be fo, in order to make up their former dif¬ 
ferences. 

Diego de Ordas reported that he had palled through very populous 
diftriCts, and had been univerfaliy well received; that he had met with 
bodies of the troops of Montezuma on the frontiers, of whofe outrages 
the inhabitants made heavy complaints, for which Dc Ordas fcverely 
reprehended the military chiefs, threatening them with the punifhment 
of the lord of Nauhtlan. Proceeding towards the river he was hof- 
pitably received, by the caciques and inhabitants of the neighbouring 
country. On founding the mouth of the river they found three fathom 
water at low-tide, in the fliallowcft part, and w'ithin the bar, water 
fufficient for large (hips, it dill deepening as they went higher up. He 
alfo found a place fit for a naval eftablifhmcnt, w'hcrc the natives came 
to him, jlbd offered thcmfclves as vaflals to his Majcfty, complaining 
bitterly of Montezuma and his officers; they alfo pointed out to our 
people the place, where, in a late adlion they had killed many of his 
troops, and which they had in confequcnce named *’Cuiloncmcqui,” that 
is to fay the place of the flaughter of the Mexicans, giving them a moff; 
opprobrfous epithet. He further reprefented the foil of the country as 
fit for cattle and tillage, and the port as well fituated for trade with 
Cuba, St. Domingo, and Jamaica, but difadvantageous in regard to its 
diffance from Mexico, and the MoralTcs in its neighbourhood. Pizarro 
returned from Tuftepeque with gold in grains to the value of a thoufand 
crowns. He related how he afeended into the mountains inhabited by 
the Chinantecans, who (allied out under arms, and refufed to fuffer the 
Mexicans to come among them, vowing that thqr would kill them all 
if they attempted it; but our people were admitted willingly, and they 
there obtained gold in its native ftatc with a rough furfacc. Pizarro 
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brought with him certain of the.chkfs of the countiy, who wilhed to 
renounce the Mexican yoke, .an4^bec(mie fubj^s of his Majefty. 
Thcfc Cortes received moft kindly,; and difn^lG^ to their homes- 
with a promife of fupport and proteiSUon. JHfe then enquired for the 
other foldiers; to which Pizarro replied that the countiy being rich, 
and the people well inclined to us, he had left them to make a planta> 
tion of cocoa and 'to colled: flock and birds; as alfo for the purpofc of 
exploring the rivers and mir^: Cortes faid nothing at the time, but 
fcvcrcly reprimanded him in private, for going beyond his orders, and 
employing the foldiers in fuch ridiculous purfuits. He alfo imme¬ 
diately fent off a meflenger, with orders to them to return to their head 
quarters. 

Cortes now demanded of Montezuma a general contribution of 
gold to be made through the whole extent of his territories, to our 
•mperor, and alfo that the king fliould deliver to us his trcafiirc for the 
fame purpofe. Montezuma immediately fent officers to thofe diflrids 
where the mines were, requiring a quantity of plates of gold, of the 
ufual fizc paid in tribute, two of thcfc being fent as a flandard. He 
at this time however remarked to Cortes, that from many of his dif- 
tridls gold was not to be cxpc<5lcd in any confidcrable quantity, the 
people only pofleffing fuch toys as had been tranfmitted to them from 
theiir anccflors. Much gold was immediately tranfmitted from the rich 
provinces, but when the order was received by the refra<5lory lord who 
was nearly related to Montezuma, the anfwer which he returned was, 
that he would pay no tribute, for that he had as good a right to the 
throne of Mexico as Montezuma himfelf. This greatly enraged the 
king, who immediately fending trufly officers with his token, the fcal, 
they apprehended and brought this chief to Mexico. When he came 
into the prefcncc of the king he behaved with fuch infolence to him as 
appeared to border upon madnefs, and Cortes learning thefc particulars, 
and alfo that Montezuma had ordered him to be put to death, in¬ 
terceded in his favor, and obtained leave to keep him in his cuilody. 
As fbon as he had an interview, he addref!^ this chief very kindly, 
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and endeavoured to make a friend of him. offering him his liberty, 
which however Montezuma would not accede to, but defired he ihouid 
be put in chains as the others had been. 

' * ' ' 

In twenty days from the time of the orders being ifliicd, the tribute 
was colle<5ted. The king then fumnnoned Cortes, with the captains 
and foldiers who ufually formed his guard, and addrefled us laying, 
*i Know, that I am indebted to your great king, and efteem him, for 
“ having lent an embafly to me from fuch a dilhince, and alfo bccaufc 
“ I am convinced that according to what w'e have heard from our an- 
“ ceftors, he is to rule us; a prophecy which is confirihcd by the de- 
“ clarations of our gods. Take this gold, which is all that could be 
** colledlcd on fo Ihort a notice, and alfo the treafurc which I derive 
“ from my anceftors, and which I know you havefeen; fend it to 
“ your monarch, and let it be recorded in your annals, that this was 
“ the tribute of his valTal Montezuma. I will give you for your 
“ emperor fomc moll: valuable jewels named calchihuis, each of which 
“ is worth two loads of gold; 1 will alfo fend three tubes ufed for 
“ (hooting darts or pellets, fo richly adorned with jewels tliat he will 
“ be pleaied to fee them, and this which I now give is thelaft of the 
“ treafurc which has remained with me.” We all took off our helmets, 
and returned thanks to the great Montezuma for his liberality and mu¬ 
nificence, w’hich Cortes promifed that he would reprefent in the 
Ifrongeft terms to his Majelly. 

After fome more converfation, Montezuma commanded his officers 
to deliver to us the treafure which was in the conctraled apartment. 
This was accordingly done, and we were for the fpace of three days 
conllantly employed in taking it to pieces, from the various manners in 
which it was worked up; in this we. were allb alfiffcd by the royal 
goldfmiths from Efcapuzalco. When thus feparated, the articles of 
gold were formed in three heaps, weighing upwards of fix hundred 
thoufand crowns, exclufive of tlie various other valuables, the gold in 
plates and bars, and the metal in its rough ftatc from the mines. The 
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goldfmiths melted down the metal which was in the heaps, and ran it 
into bars of the breadth of three finga*s. When this was done, another 
prefent was received from Montcauma, fo rich that it was worthy of 
admiration, cxclufivc of the jewels called ailchihuis, the ornamented 
tubes covered with jewels and pearls, the beautiful embroideries of 
pearls and feathers, and the pcqaches, and plumage, a recital whera>f 
would be cndlefs. The bars of gold were ftamped with the imperial 
arms by the approbation of us all, aiKl as to the rich ornaments, it was 
judged beft that they (hould not be taken to pieces. We alfo cauled 
weights to be made of iron for the purpofe of afeertaining the quantity 
of gold in the bars. They were not perfectly c^oi^, but jicrhaps an 
emnee more or lefs, being arrobas, half arrobas, and down to four 
/ounces. The officers of his Majeily valued the gold, altogether, and 
exclufive of ftlvcr and ornaments, at fix hundred thoufand crowns; but 
ibme faid that it amounted to more. Nothing farther was then 
thought nccclTary, than to dedoiSl his Majefty’s fifth, and difhributc 
the fhares to the officers and foldiers; Cortes however propofed that the 
diviiion fhould be poftponed until more treafure was brought in, and 
more exa^ weights made, but the foldiers were clamorous for an im¬ 
mediate diviiion, for they perceived that fiiicc the various articles had 
been taken to pieces, above a tliird part was already gone; fewr Cortes, 
the captains, and others, were conveying it off' and concealing it. At 
length it was determined to weigh it, and to poifpone the divificMi until 
the enfuing day. It was accordingly fo done, and cxclufivc of the 
ornaments and plates of gold, it was found to amount to upwards of 
fix hundred thoufand crowns. 1 will now relate how it was divided, 
and how the moil of it remained with Cortes and certain others. 

In the partition of the treafure Cortes firfi laid afide his Majeffy*s 
fifth; fecondi^, for himfelf, another fifth; thirdly, a portion of the 
gold to reimburfe the expences in the Ifland of Cuba, and alfi; for the 
naval expenditure incurred by Velafquez, and the deftruiSlion of the 
(hips; fourthly, for the expences of our agents in Spain; fifthly, for 
our foldiers in Villa Rica^ fixthly, for the lofs of killed horfes; fe- 
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venthl^, for the reverend father and the captains; eighthly, dcxibk 
(hares for the cavalry, mulketars, and crofsbow-men. Thus by tlw 
time all thefe dralts were made, what remained for each ilddier was 
hardly worth (looping for!! Many refufed to take their (hares, and the 
whole, nearly, remained with Cortes. We were obliged to be (ilent, 
for to whom could we appeal for jufticc? Some at length took their 
(hares at a hundred crowns, and then cried out for more; thefe men's 
mouths Cortes (lopped, giving privately a little to one, and a little to 
another, with promifes in abundance on condition that they kept them- 
(clves quiet. That which was allotted to the foldiers in Villa Rica 
w'cnt no better, as (hall be related in its place, and fuch was tlie rcfult 
of the dividon of Montezuma's treafure. 

Our captains got chains of gold made for them by the king's 
workmen; Cortes had al(b (imilar works executed for him, together 
with a fcrvice of plate. Many of our foldiers who had lined their 
pockets well did the (amc, and deep gaming went on, day and night, 
with cards made out of the heads of drums; and thus we paded our 
time in Mexico. 

Quitting for the prefent the fubjcdl of Montezuma's gold, badly 
divided, and worfe employed, I will relate what happened to a poor 
fellow, one Cardenas a pilot and a native of Triana. He had a wife 
and children, and like many others of us little or nothing to give them. 
When he perceived that all this immenfe treafure of Montezuma's had 
dwindled into a (hare of a hundred crowns, and that he, after all his 
battles, had nothing to cxpe<5l in future but hard blows, it made fuch 
an impreflion on him, and he exprefled himlelf fo loudly, that it could 
not but come to the ears of Cortes. Accordingly when he heard all 
that, and much more, which had been faid, he called us together, and 
in a long fet fpcech gave us a great many honied words, which he had 
an extraordinary facility of doing, wondering how wc could be fo fo- 
licitous about a little paltry gold, w'hen the whole country would foon 
be ours, with all its rich mines, wherewith there was enough to make 
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US great lords and princes and 1 know not what. To the more loud 
he gave fome fmall prefents, and to Cardenas, he iixretly promifed to 
fend three hundrctl crovms for his wife and children. This Cardenas 
was afterwards very troublcfomc to him. 

As all men arc avaricious, as with moft the defire of acquiring 
increafes with what they polTefs, and as it was well known that a great 
quantity of valuable pieces of gold was taken out of the treafury, fuf- 
picion naturally fell on Icvcral. Juan Velafquez de I^on had then 
fome large chains of gold, and trinkets and ornaments of that metal, in 
the hands of the king*s workmen, and the treafurcr Mexia knowing of 
it, and alfo how he had profcured the gold, laid claim to them; but 
De Leon refilled, faying it had been given him by Cortes, before 
it was ran into bars; to which the treafurer replied, that Cortes had con¬ 
cealed enough, and taken enough from his foldiers already, without 
gwing him fo great a quantity. The quarrel rofc fo high between 
them, being both valiant men, that they drew their fwords, and before 
they could be parted each had received two wounds. Cortes on hearing 
it ordered them to be put in arreft, and in chains; this he did to keep 
up appearances, having privately fpoken to De Leon who was his par¬ 
ticular friend, and defired him to fubmit quietly; and the other he re- 
leafed in confideration of his office as treafurcr. Velafquez was a ftrong 
man, and ufed to walk much backwards and forwards in the apartment 
where he was confined. Montezuma hearing the rattling of his chains, 
enquired who it was; and lu-ing told, he interceded wdth Cortes for 
him, on the firll opportunity. Cortes laughing replied that Velafquez 
WMs a mad fellow, who if he did not keep him confined, would go up 
and down the country robbing his majcfty*s fubjefls of their gold. 
The good king faid, if it was only on that account he was detained, he 
would lupply his wants, and begged that he might be releafed. Cortes 
affedicd to make a favor of it, but at length agreed, declaring that he 
would banifh hhn from head quarters. Accordingly he went as far as 
Cholula, but in fix days returned, richer, by the king’s gold, than 
when he went. . After this Cortes and Mexia were never great friends. 
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Tlv5 king at this time niade a propofal of marriage to Cortes, of¬ 
fering him one of the princcHTcs his daughters. This offer Cortes re¬ 
ceived as it merited, and fuggeffed the propriety of her being previouily 
initiated into the myfterics of our holy religion, by being baptized ; to 
ivhich the king who was on all occafions compliant, immediately 
affented. He however continued as attached as ever to liis worfliip and 
facrifices, which put Cortes and his captains to a dilemma; but it was 
thought moff confident with their duties as chriffians to incur the 
danger of infurrcdlion, and deftroy the idols of the Mexicans, in order 
to plant the true crofs in their place, or if that was found impofliblc, 
we rcfolved to content ourfclvcs for the prefent with making a chapel 
for the chriftian worfliip in the temple. Seven officers and foldicrs at¬ 
tended Cortes, when he waited on Montezuma to fignify to him our 
refolution. When it was made known to him, and he faw the violence 
with which the mcafiirc was determined to be carried into efie<Sl:, he 
earncflly begged permiflion to confult his priefts, and Cortes appearing 
touched with his fituation, made figns to the officers and foldicrs to 
retire, and leave the king with him and the reverend father. He then 
told him, that in order to accommodate the matter more to his fatisfac- 
tion, he,would endeavour to prevail with his officers, for the prefent 
to offer no violence to the idols, provided a part of the great temple was 
appropriated to the piirpofc of a chapel, and an altar and crucifix allowed 
to be placed there; which being once done, his Majefty would in a 
fhort time be convinced of the errors and falfehood of his worfliip. To 
this Montezuma with mucin agitation, and the appearance of deep for- 
row, heavily confented; and in confcqucncc, an altar and crucifix 
being credled, mafs was folemnly laid, and a perfon was appointed to 
take care of the chapel. 

The time of our ftay in this city was one feries of alarms, fuffi- 
cient in themfelvcs to have deftroyed the lives of thofc who were not 
fupported by the divine interpofition. It appeared, that in confcqucncc 
of our late meafurc, and the reprefentations of the priefts ailing upon 
the prejudices of the people, our dangers were now thickening on us. 

Their 
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Tlwir gods threatened to leave them unlefs we were put to death, for 
having violated their temple, and it was the determination to obey their 
will. This refolution was communicated to Montezuma his priefts, 
and all his chief warriors, who added to their religious fubje^ of cenn- 
plaint, every other which they could coilc<5l, relative to our coi>du€l 
fince wc arrived in Mexico. The page Ortcguilla aifo at this time came 
to infcHin Cortes of fomc alarming circumftanccs, fuch as a number of 
fcciet conferences which he had obferved, between Montezuma and his 
nobility and chiefs, the angry and melancholy countenance of the king, 
and other circumftanccs highly important and intcrcfting to us. Cortes 
imnrcdiatcly on hearing this, taking with him five of his captains, and 
his interpreters, waited on Montezuma. The king feemed much dif- 
treftled, and informed him, that he was gric\'^ed to have lately learned, 
that it was the determination of his gods that we ftiould all be put to 
death, or expelled from Mexico j he, therefore, being our fincere 
friend, recommended to us on no account to run the rilk, but to five 
mir lives, whilft: it could lx: done, by a fpcedy retreat. Cortes and the 
reft could not conceal their uncafinefs on hearing this, and no wonder. 
The general, howevTr, immediately replied, that he was on that occa- 
fion much grieved at tw'o thin^; one was, his not having* vcflels 
ready for the purpofc of returning, the other, that in cafe of his doing 
fo, he ftiould be under the ncceflity of taking his Majcfty with him, 
in order to prefent him to his fovereign the Emperor. He therefore in- 
treatoi Montezuma, that he would reftrain his priefts and warriors, 
until he ftiould have time to build three ftiips, faying if this were not 
acceded to, wc were all refolvcd to die to the very laft man; and as a 
proof of the fincerity of his determination to depart, he declared, that 
lie would immediately fend his ftiipbuildcrs to fell wood and conftrudf 
the vcflels, on the coaft. The determination of Cortes to bring 
Montezuma with him, nrude that monarch more diftreflal and dejedted 
than ever; Cortes then repeated his aflurance of no unneceflary delay, 
and defired the affiftance of the king's carpenters in conftrudting the 
vcflels; at the fame time rcquefting his influence with the priefts and 
nobility, ;to prevent any infurredlion in the city, and his endeavours 
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xij appcall his gods, provided it were not l^y Iiuimn liicriliees. 

Cortes immediately proceeded to vxcciife his dctenniiuition of 
building the three fliips, contrary to what is related by C^omara, who 
fays that the whole was a feint, in order to lull Montezuma and his 
lubjcdls. But on the contrary, Martin t.opez, the principal carpenter, 
who is now living, has allured me that he really, and iji good carnell, 
did fet about the work, and that the veHcls were aiflually on the (locks, 
louring this time we remained very jxrnfive and fad, in the city t>t 
Mexico, from the precarioulhefs of our fituation, expetSting cveiy mo¬ 
ment to lx- attacked. Cur apprehenlions w'erc incrcafed by the infor¬ 
mations obtained by Donna Marina, attd the terror and tears of the 
page, who, underllanding the language, obtained hints which efcaped 
our knowledge. We kept however good and conftant w’atch on Mon¬ 
tezuma, and guard on our quarters, never lleeping out of our armour, 
.iiid our horles were conftantly bridled and fiddled all night. 

Without meaning to boali 1 may lai ol mylllf, that my armour 
\\ to me as eafy tlie folfell tlown, and liuh is my cuflom, tliat 
wlu n I now go tlie rcuinds of my difhiilil, 1 never take a bed with me 
link Is 1 happen indeed to be attended by ilrange ta\alicrs, in which 
I ale I do it only in order to avoid the appearance of ]>overty, or penn- 
rioufnefs, but by my faith, even when I have oiu I alw'ays throw my- 
felf on it in my clothes, fuih it is to he a trui- folilier! another pecu¬ 
liarity 1 have is, that 1 cannot llcep through tlic night, hut always 
awaken and get up in order to contemplate the heavens and liars, and 
thus I ainufe myfelf, walking l>ackwards and forwards, as I ufed to do 
when on guard, for a good fpace of time, without hat or cap; and 
glory be to God, I never yet caught cold, nor W'as a jot the vvorle for 
it. And this the reader mull pardon me for mentioning, it not being 
from vanity, hut that I willi him to know what kind of men we, tin 
true bred Ibldicrs, and real conquerors of Mexico were. 
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CHAPTER 



Expedition of P. de Narvaez. His army defeated by CorlCi 
at Cempoalt May ojSth. 1520 .—Return of the Spaniards to 
Mexico. War there. Death of Montezuma. Expulfion of 
the Spaniards, July ijl. Battle of Obtumba. Reception oj 
the Spaniards in Tlafcala, July \oth. 


The Bifhop of Burgos who was at this time prefident of the Indies, 
bore unlimited fway in that department, during the ahience of the Elm- 
peror in Flanders. He now lent out orders to Vclafquez, to feizc, and 
make us prilbncrs, at all events: in confequence of which the governor 
of Cuba fitted out a fleet of nineteen fhips, and embarked therein an 
army of one thoufand four hundred foldiers, and twenty pieces of 
cannon, with all neceflliry ammunition and appointments, eighty ca¬ 
valry, and one hundred and fixty mufkets and crofs-bows, the whole 
being under the command of Pamphilo dc Narvaez. Such were his 
exertions, and his animofity againfl Cortes and us, that he went for 
thefe purpofes a journey of above leventy leagues from the Havannah. 
While he was thus occupied, it appears, that the court of royal au¬ 
dience of St. Domingo, and the brethren of the order of jeronymites, 
got intelligence thereof. They, knowing our good intentions, and 
great exertions for the fervicc of God and his Majefly, and confidering 
alfo how injurious to the intcrefls thereof, the meditated expedition of 
Vclafqucz was likely to be, fent the oydor Lucas Vafqucz dc Aillon 
toGuba, with orders to put a pofitive flop to the failing of it. But 
whatever orders, oppofltion, or menaces he could make ufc of for the 
purpofc were of no avail, Velafquez confident of the fupport of the 
Bifhop of Burgos, and having dfo expended all his property in the 
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equipment, was more bent on it than ever, and held the oydor and his 
authorities in defiance. Wlicn the' oydor therefore faw that his en¬ 
deavours to prevent the armament from failing were in vain, he thought 
it moft prudent under all the circumflanccs to embark with it, in order 
to mediate, and prevent any injur)' to the public lervice, or, if neccHar)', 
by virtue of his office as oydor, to take poflcffioit of the country, in 
the name of his Majcfly the Emperor. 

? The fleet fitted out by Vclafqucz and under the command of 
Nar\'aez, arrived at the port of St. Juan de Ulua without any accident, 
except the lofs of one fmall veffel. The whole compofed a formidable 
and rcfpcitablc force, confidering that it was entirely created in the 
Ifland of Cuba. On its arrival, the foldicrs who had been lent in quell 
of the mines in that country, as has been before related, went on board, 
and it is laid that on fo doing, they returned thanks to God for their 
deliver)' from the command of Cortes, and the dangers of the city of 
Mexico, Narvaez finding them fo open, onlcred that they Hioiild be 
plentifully fupplied with wine, to render them more communicative, in 
which he effedlually fuccceded. Cervantes tha jefter, under colour of 
facetioufnefs, expofed to him all the difeontents of our people relative 
to the partition of the treafure, and alfo the quantity that was obtained ; 
giving Narvaez in many points, much more intelligence than he wilhed 
to hear. They alfo infonned him of the bad flate of the garrifon com¬ 
manded by Sandoval in Villa Rica. The news of the arrival of the fleet 
was foon communicated to Montezuma, who kept his knowledge of it 
from Cortes, and at the fame time ordered liberal gifts to be prefented to 
Narvaez, whereby a private correfpondence was opened bcuveen them, 
to the difadvantage of the former, of whom Narvaez told the king every 
thing that was bad, faying we were all outcalls and robbers, and that 
the Emperor hearing of our bad condu<5l, and of our having detained 
the great Montezuma in cuftody, had fent that force to liberate him, 
and punilh us, by putting us all to death. This intelligence gave the 
king great fatisfadlion, for from the account of their force which was 
accurately reprefented to him in painting, he thought us lofl. He fent 
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more magnificent prefents to Narv'acz, and could not conceal the latis- 
fatflion which he felt. It W'as now three days fince lie had received this 
intelligence, without communicating it to Cortes, who obferved and 
was furprifed at the alteration which he perceived in him. At the ex¬ 
piration of that time however, being, from the circumftance of Cortes 
liaving paid him two vifits in the courfc of the day, apprclicnfivc of the 
general having obtained the knowledge of it througli feme other channel, 
he told him the news, faying, that he had juft that moment received it. 
Cortes demonftrated the grwueft joy, and after Montezuma had fliewh 
liim the reprefentations of it which had been tranfmitted to him, whereby 
Cortes learned all that it is was ncceftiiry for him to know, he took his 
leave, and communicated it to his troops, who inftantly got underarms, 
and fired vollics. We foon however jx:rccivcd that Cortes when by 
himfclf was very penfive, and ftiortly calling us together, he explained 
to us the evident deftination of this armament, that it was meant againft 
us, and he now, by gifts, as well as promifes, as if what we received 
was his private bounty, inftcad of our fair right, made intereft with 
us, to continue firm and ftcady to him in the conteft which was to 
take place. 

From the reprefentation of our deferters, Nariaez was induced to 
fend to the governor of Villa Rica, demanding of him to furrender his 
command. He entrufted this bufinefs to three perfons, Guevara a man 
of talents and a clergyman, a relation of Vclafqucz named Amarga, and 
one Vergara a ferivener, who accordingly fet out for Villa Rica. San¬ 
doval liad received information of the arrival of an armament, and 
guefling its objea, prepared againft an attack. He fent off all his in¬ 
valids to an Indian village at feme diftance. and having exhorted his 
foldicrs to ftand by him, he caufed a gibbet to be crciftcd, and placed a 
guard on the road of Cempoal. .When the deputation from Narvaez 
ajrrived at Villa Rica, they did not meet a perfon except Indians, for 
Sandoval had given orders to the Spaniards not to appear, and remained 
at home himfclf. They were perplexed how to proceed, but guefling 
by the appearance of tho houfe that it muft be the governors, after 

going 



( > 8 > ) 

going to mafs >thc}^ proceeded thither. On entering, GueVara fahitcd 
Sandoval, and immediately began a converfation, the purport of which 
was, the great force Vclafqucz had lent, and the expence he had been 
at, for the purpofc of arrefting Cortes, and all with him as traitors i 
and he concluded by fummoning Sandoval to lurrender himfclf and his 
port, to General Pamphilo de Narvaez. The cxprcfTions ufed by this 
churchman greatly difplcafed Sandoval, who told him, that if if was not 
for the profedlion his holy profeflion a6^i)rdcd him, he Ihould l>c pu- 
nifhed for his infolcnc.*, in uling the word traitors to thofe who were 
more faithful fubje<a:s to his Majefty than cither Narvaez or Vclafqucz; 
and as to his demands, he referred him to Cortes, telling him to go to 
Mexico and fettle his bufinefs w'ith him there. Guevara infilling on 
executing his million, called to the notary Vergara to take out liis autho¬ 
rities, which he was preparing to do, but Sandoval lloppal him, fay¬ 
ing, “ Look you Vergara; your papers are nothing to mcj I know not 
“ if are true or falfc, originals or copies; but I forbid you to read 
them here; and by heaven if you jwtempt it, I will this inllant give 
** you a hundred lalhes.*‘ At this Guevara cried out, “ Why do you 
mind thefe traitors, read the commifiion.” Sandoval then calling 
him a lying knave orderctl them all to be feizal; whereon, a number of 
Indians who were employed to work about the fortrefs, having been 
prepared for the purpole, threw trammels over them like fo many 
damned fouls, and making them fall, inllantly let off with them on 
their backs, for Mexico; they hardly knowing if they were dead or 
alive, or if it was not all cncliantraent, when they travelled in fuch a 
manner, poll haile, by frclh relays of Indians, which were in waiting, 
and faw the large and populous towns, which they pallixi through 
with a rapidity that llupificd them. Thus they were carried, day and 
night, till they were fafely depofited in Mexico. Sandoval lent to con- 
du<5l them, Pedro de Solis, now firnamed De atras La Puerta, by 
whom he wrote a line in hallc to Cortes, informing him of the par¬ 
ticulars. As foon as the general got intelligence of their arrival, he 
ordered us out under arms, and received them with the grcatell honor, 
loofening them from their trammels, and apologizing for the rudenefa 
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of his officer, whom he highly blamed. He gave them the moft hof- 
pitable entertainment, and treated them with the grcatdd refpedb; and 
having pretty well lined their pockets with gold, he in a few days fent 
back, as tradlable as lambs, thofe who had fet out againil him like 
furious lions. 

As our general was one of thofe whofe refources never arc cxhaufl- 
cd, fo alfo it is hardly neceflary to dwell upon the merits of thofe vali¬ 
ant officers and foldicrs, who accompanied him, and by our valour in 
the held, and wifdom in counfel, fupported him through all his diffi¬ 
culties. On this occafion it was determined by us, as moft expedient, 
to fend letters to Narvaez and others, which ftiould come to hand pre¬ 
vious to the arrival of Guevara. In this we moft earneftly requefted, 
that no ftep might be taken which would endanger our general intcrefts, 
or encourage the Indians to rife upon us, and w'c alfo helil out every 
inducement that friendftiip or intcreft could fuggeft, to bring them over 
to us. At the fame time, under thefe general offers of kindnefs, we 
did not forget fccretly to treat wdth fuch as we thought likely to be 
wrought upon, for Guevara and Vergara had both informed Cortes 
that Narvaez was nt>t well with his captains, and that gold would do 
wonders with them. Cortes adjured Nar\acz in his letters, by their 
former intimac)% not to give caufe by his condu<5l for the Mexicans to 
rife and deftroy them all, afl'uring him that they were ready to do any 
thing to liberate Montezuma, whofe difpofition had alfo greatly altered 
ftnee the time that Narvaez had begun to correfpond with him; adding, 
that he was convinced, that what was alledged to have been faid by 
him never could have come from fo wife a man, but w'as the fabrication 
of fuch wretches as Cervantes the buffoon, and the others, wffio had 
milled and mifreprefented him. He at the fame time offered an unli¬ 
mited fubmiffion to whatever Narvaez would order. Cortes alfo deter¬ 
mined to write to the Secretary Andres dc Duero, and the Oydor Lucas 
Vafquez, and took care that the letters fhould be well accompanied with 
prefents. When Narvaez received the firft letter he turned it into ridi¬ 
cule, handing it about among his officers, calling us traitors, and fay¬ 
ing 
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ing that he would put us all to death; and as to Cortes, he would cut 
oft' his ears, and broil and eat them, with a great deal of fuch aldurdity. 
Of courle he lent no reply whatever. Juft at thi.s time, Oiuvata and 
his alTociatcs arrived, and they immediately launched out in the praifes 
t)f Cortes, declaring the expreftions of refpe<5t he had made ufe of rela¬ 
tive to Narvaez, the lervices that he had rendt:red, and the advantages 
that would refult from a jiun^lion of their forces. This put Narvaez 
in fuch a rage that lie would neither fee nor hear any of them again. 
They then began to converfe with their comrades, and W'hcn the latter 
perceived how well furniftied they had returned, they already \\ilhed 
thcmfelves amongft us. At this time alfo, arrived the reverend father ot 
the order of mercy, and brought with him the private letters ami pre- 
fents; he went firft to kifs the hands of Narvaez, anti to tell him Iu>\v 
anxious Cortes was to ferve under his command, but Narvaez would 
not fee him, except to revile anti ahule him. The reverend father there¬ 
fore gave up tliat part of his commiftion, anti applied himfcli to the 
diflribution of llie prefents, with fuch effect, that in a ftiort lime all the 
principal tifiicers of tlic army of Narvaez were in our intciefts. 

If the oydor was originally inclined to favour Cortes, he was now 
much more fo lince he faw the magnificent prefents which had been fo 
libc-rally thftributed. This was ftrongly contrafted by the miferablc ava¬ 
rice of Narvaez, who ufed to fay in his lofty tone.s to his major domo, 
“ Take heed that not a mantle is miffing, as I have duly entered down 
** every article.” Tiiis penurioufnefs put his officers in an uproar of 
exclamation againft him, all which he attributed to the intrigues of the 
oydor Vafqucz. There was alfo a difference between them owing to 
his not keeping due accounts with the oydor, as was his iluty, relative 
to the provifions fent in by order of Montezuma; and Narvaez being 
encouraged by the favour and patronage of the Bifhop of Burgos, now 
feized the oydor, and fent him as a prifoncr to the Iftand of Cuba, or 
Old Spain, and a gentleman of the name of Oblanco, a man of confidc- 
ration, remonffrating with Narvaez upon this, and faying a good deal 
upon the merits of Cortes and his affociates, was alfo arrcfteil by iiim, 
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ajul tlirown into prifon, which he took fo much to heart tliat in three 
(lays he died. The oydor Vafqucz:, during the voyage, prevailed on 
the captain of the fliip to land him in St. Domingo, where, waiting 
on the ofiicers of the royal court of audience, and the Jeronymite bro¬ 
thers, they were highly offended at the treatment their ofheer had re- 
j'civcd, and made complaints upon the fubjc<il to his Majcflv’s eoiinril 
in Cafl'illc, without any eHeCl liowcvcr, owing to the influtnee of the 
13iflif)p of Burgos. 

The troop'. lint by \ *.i iKpit / now tpiitting tlie ccnfl, r .lvanc'.d f.* 
Cernpoal. 'I’lie hrll thing that Narvaiz did iip(»n hi'> ariival tin re, was. 
fo take forcibly Ifom the hit eaciijue, all (lie gold and mantles, and alio 
the young Indian women who hail heen given to (\>ites aiul hisoiheeis 
by their parents, and had been left in his care on our mareh to Mexieis. 
The fat cacique complained to him of this, and a!i.> d tii^ robberies 
committed by his foldicrs, laying, that it wa. otherwile ^v!len Cortes 
and his men were there; upon whieh b atierni, a very impudent 
boafling fellow exclaimed, “ See what fear thefe Iiuh.ns have of tins iidig- 
nificant Cortes.** And yet I protell, that tlii.s man who was lb n uly 
with his tongue on all occafions, when we eame to attack Narvaez and 
liis army, was the moll delpieahlc cowanlly wreteh 1 ewr beheld. 
Narvaez at this time tranfniirted a copy ol iIk mmiib e. u hi..!i he lield 
under the government of Cuba, the farther partleular^ relative to wliich 
1 will mention in their place. Our general reeeiveil et'iillant intelligenee 
of W'hatcver occurred, from liis friends in the army of Naivacz. and 
alio from Sandoval, w lio now'^ informed him that he entertained fivepei- 
fons of conlideration who had quitted Narvaez, alhgning as a reafoii 
for it, that when they law he did not rcfpeCl his Majcfly’s oydor, flill 
lei's had they any hopes of good treatment from him, Ixring the oydot’s 
relations. From thcle perfons he had got information of the refohition 
of Narvaez, to come immediately and leek us out in Mexico. 

This being made known to fuch of us as Cortes was in the habit 
of advifing with, he agreed with us in a general determination, to march 
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againfV Karvac* and his forces* leaving Alvarado in the command of 
rhe city. With him remained all thole who were not incllntxi to go 
with us, and alfo all thofc who we thought would he better from us* 
as having an inclination towards Narvac* or Vclafqucz. We alfo left 
a fufficiency of provilions, which was the more neceflary as the harveft 
had been deficient, owing to a want of rain. We ftrengthened our 
quarters by a good pallifade, leaving eighty three foldters, with four 
large guns, twenty four mufquets and crofs-bows and feven horfes, to 
keep in awe, the populous city of Mexico. 

Cortes having walt<d on Montezuma previous to our march, the 
king qucftional him relative to his intention of marching againft Nar¬ 
vaez, both being of the fame country, and vafiTals of tlic lame monarch. 
He alfo requeued to know if he could l>e t)f any fervicc, cxprcfling his 
a]iprehcnfion, from what be bad heard of their fuperior numbers; and 
he alfo alked of C.( fe , an explanation relative to the charges brought 
by the new comer* gainfl him and us, that we were outcalls and trai¬ 
tors, and that the others were lenf ro bring us to punilhment. Cortes 
chcarfully replied, that he had not before fpoken to him on the fubje(5t 
of his departure, becaull* he was convinced it would give his majefiy , 
concern; that it was true we v\ ere all vaflals of the fame monarch, but 
utterly falfc that we w ere traitors and fugitives, for on tlie contrary, w'c 
had come fully autho’iJed That as for their deftroying us by tlitir fu¬ 
perior numbers, it did not dcjKnd upon them, but upon our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and his blelTcd mother, who would fupport us; and he alfo add¬ 
ed, that as our monarch ruled m;iny difilrent countries, the inhabitants 
of Ibmc were more brave than thole of othgrs, and that we were all na¬ 
tives of Old Caftille, and called true Caftillians, whereas our opponents 
were commanded by a Bifeayan; and that liis majefty fliould foon fee the 
difference between us, as he hopctl with the bleffing of God, to bring 
them back with liim prifoners, and that our going fhouid not therefore 
^.'vc his majeffy any uncafinefs. He alfo exprefled his hope, that 
Montezuma w'ould to his utmoff; endeavour, prevent any infurredion 
in tlic city, as he certainly would, on his return, make thofc who be- 
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havcd ill in his ablbice, dearly anfwer for it. Cortes then took his 
leave, embracing Montezuma twice, which the king returned, and 
Donna Marina acquitted hcrfclf fo well in her office, that flic made the fc- 
paration a very melancholy one. Montezuma promifed to do all that 
Cortes defired him, and oflfcrcd to affifl him with five thoufand troops; 
an oftcr which Cortes, knowing indeed that he had them not to fend, 
declined, by faying, that he required no aid but that of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; but he rcquefled that the king would caufc due attention to be 
given to that part of the temple which was confecrated to our holy reli¬ 
gion. Having parted from Montezuma, he fummonned Alvarado and 
the garrifonqf Mexico, and addreffing them in a body, he charged them 
to watch well, and not fufter the king to efcape from them, promifing, 
at his return, if they did their duty properly, to make them all ricli. 
The clergyman Juan Diaz, and certain other fufpcdled perfons, he left 
with Alvarado. 

We then fet out on our march by the city of Cholula, from 
whence W’c fent to the chiefs of the Tlafcalans, requiring them to affifl 
us with a force of four thoufand warriors. They replied, that if it was 
againfl Indians, they were very ready to go; bur if againfl our coun¬ 
trymen, they begged to be excufed. They fent us however twenty 
loads of fowls. Cortes alfo wrote to Sandoval to join him, wdth all his 
force, at a place called Tampinequeta, or Mitalaquita, twelve leagues 
from Cempoal. We marched without baggage, in regular order, and 
with two confidential men, foot foldicrs, a days journey before us; 
they did not keep the dire<5t road, but went by thofc where cavalry 
could not pafs, enquiring fpr intdligcnce concerning the army of Nar¬ 
vaez. 


When we had proceeded fome diflance upon our march, one of 
our advanced parties met with four Spaniards, who turned out to be 
thofc of Narvaez, with the proofs of his commiffion of captain gene¬ 
ral. On our coming to where they were, they fiilutcd Cortes with great 
refpetfl, and he immediately difmounted, in order to confer with them. 

Alonzo 
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Alonzo clc Mnta the principal pcrfon, was then proceeding to read the 
documents; but Cortes cut him (liort, by afleing him if he was a roy¬ 
al notary, adding, that on producing his commiflion he ihould be obey¬ 
ed, but if he had it not, he could not be permitted to read any fuppofed 
orders; that thofe of his Majefty he fuhmitted to, proftrate on the 
ground, but defired to fee the original. Mata, frightened, and hold¬ 
ing in reality no office under the crown, clid not know what to fay; 
but Cortes relieved him from his cmbarnifmcnt, and he halted here, to 
give them time to rcfrefli thcmlelvcs. Cortes told them our dcftiiution, 
and that he was ready to receive any meflage from their general, of 
whom he never ufed a difrefpcClful expre^ihon; but he talked privately 
with ihcfe perfons, and ufed arguments of fo convincing a nature, tliat 
before they feparated, he n^adc them completely his friends. On their 
return, they were loud in their praifes of Cortes, and his gcncrofity; and 
of the magnificence of our appearance; for many of our foldiers bore 
ornaments of gold, upon their arms, and chains and collars of the fame 
about their necks. Sandoval and his party joined us on the next day, 
at the rendezvouz; they were in all about feventy. With them came 
the five who had quitted Narvaez, and who were moft gracioufly re¬ 
ceived by Cortes. Sandoval told him, that he had fomc time before 
fent two foldiers, difguifed like Indians, into the quarters of Narvaez ; 
their complexions rcfembled the natives, and each brought a load of 
fruit to fell. They went diretflly to the habitation of the brave Salvati- 
erra, who bought their fruit for a firing of yellow beads; he then fent 
them to get grafs for his horfe, on the banks of a little river; they 
brought the lafl load about the hour of vefpers, and having fed the horfe, 
they fat there till night, during which time they heard Salvaticrra ob- 
fcr\c to fomc of his afibciates, what a lucky moment they had come at, 
to get the feven hundred thoufand crowns, from that traitor Cortes. 
As foon as it was dark, our foldiers got out of the houfl* unobferved, 
taking with them the horfe, faddlc and bridle, and on their way they 
met with another horfe which was lame, and which they alfo feized 
and brought off. Cortes laughed heartily when he heard it, and we 
afterwards learned that Salvaticrra had diverted all the army of Narvaez 
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tvitli lu!» abfualitics, when he found the trick that had been played up¬ 
on him. After tliiit time tlicy kept a Ix'ttcr watch. 

It was determined now by us, to fend the reverend father of the 
order of mercy, with a letter to Narvaez, the contents of which w'crc 
to this purpofe. That we had rejoiced on hearing of fo noble a perfon’s 
arrival in this country, as expetting material advantage therefrom, both 
to our holy religion, and his Majcfl:y*s fervicc; but that contrar)' to our 
expe<flations he had reviled us, and caufed the whole country' to revolt. 
That our general had fent, offering to rchgn to him whatever territories 
or provinces he chofc to occupy, and to engage in new expeditions. 
That if he came by virtue of a commiffion from his Majeffy, we de¬ 
manded a fight of the original, within the fpacc of three days, for which 
purpofe, and to obey it proftrate on the earth, w'e had now advanced 
hither; but if no fuch authority was in his pofleffion, he ffiould return 
to the Ifiand of Cuba, and not do any thing here that would throw the 
country into a diffurbance, which if he attempted, we would as in du¬ 
ty bound make him prifoncr, and fend him to be dealt with according 
to his Majeffy*s plcafurc. That he was anfwcrable for all the lamenta¬ 
ble confequcnccs that would enfue, and that this letter was thus fent, 
becaufe no royal notary dare undertake to deliver one, as according to 
due form ought to be done, after the violence committed againff his Ma- 
jefty’s officer, the oydor, a crime Laefac Majeffatis, the perpetrator of 
which Cortes was in duty bound to apprehend and bring to juffice, and 
for which he thereby cited him to appear and anfwer, calling God to 
^'itnefs the juftnefs of his conduct. This letter concluding with cx- 
preffions of great refpcdl, was figned by Cortes, the captains, aund fe- 
veral foldiers, and fent by the Reverend Father Olmcdo, and by afoldiCr 
of the name of Ulagrc, whofc brother came over with Narvaez as the 
oommander of his artillery. 

t 

Oimedo On his arrival waited in Narvaez with great refpe<ff, and 
aHbtproccedcd to execute the reft of his miffion, in bringing together 
<arti;iii*ofiBecr5'of that army, amongff whom were Rodorigo Mira and 
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Ulagre of the artillery. To thefc he liberally diftributed his gold, and 
alfo, more privately, to Andres dc Ducro, with an carneft invitation to 
him to vifit Cortes. Narvaez foon began to fulpcdl what was the real 
objc<5l of Olmcdo, and was inclined to feize and make him priff»ncr; 
which being known to Duero, who liad great influence with Narvaez, 
not only on account of his liiuation, but alfo from their being fomc way 
related, he rcprcfcntcd to him tlie improprit ty of committing fuch an 
outrage againfl a perfon, of a holy funelion. Me alfo furmifed to him 
tlic great probability that the foldiers of Cortes might be eafily won over 
to him by a little attention and policy. Having by thefc arguments and 
other fimilar ones appeafed Narvaez for t4ic prefent, he took his leave, 
and informed Olmcdo of what had pafled. Narvaez (hortly after fent 
for Olmedo, who waited on him, and defired permifHon to fpcak to him 
in private, and there .in a laughing manner began to tell him how he 
icnew that he had given orders to take him prifoucr, whereas there was 
not a perfon cxifting more devoted to his fervice, and that he knew to 
a certainty many perfons in tlic army of Cortes would be very glad to fee 
him delivered into the hands of his excellency; indeed he would v'cnturc 
to fay our whole army was of that opinion, and as a proof of it, hcaf- 
fured him, that he poflelTed a letter full of abfurditics, which Cortes 
had written by the perfuafion of thofc who wdjfhcd to deliver' him up, 
and which was indeed fuch ridiculous ftuff that he had been once or 
twice inclined to throw it away, but would with his pcrmiflion now 
bring it to him. He accordingly went, as he (aid, for the letter, pre¬ 
tending he had left it in his baggage, but in reaiity to call to Duero and 
others, to deiire them to be prefent.as witnenes at the delivery of it. 

Duero, in order to carry on his plan of getting an interview with 
Cortes, then propofed, that fteps ftiould be taken to open a communi¬ 
cation between them and him, to which Auguftin Bermudez a fccrct 
friend of Cortes added, that Duero and Salvatierra fhould be fent upon 
the buhnds; this he did knowing the character of Salvatierra, who was 
jaot at all difpofed to the expedition. It was at laft fettled, that Ducro 
(hould wait on Cortes to invite him to a meeting for the purpofc of ac¬ 
commodation 
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comniodation, and the arrangement of their future mcaiures, at a place 
wliich lay at a convenient diftance between the quarters of the two ar¬ 
mies, and that there Narvaez was to feize and make him prifoner, for 
which purpofc he prepared twenty of his foldicrs in whom he plaml 
moft confidence. Intelligence of all this was immediately conveyed to 
Cortes. The reverend father remained at the quarters of Narvaez, hav¬ 
ing made out a rclationfltip to Salvatierra, with w'hom he dined every 
day. 

«■ 

Our general, on firft hearing of the arrival of Narvaez, font a fbl- 
dicr who had ferved in Italy and underftood perfciftly the management 
of the lance, to the province of the Chinantans, who had fliortly before 
entered into alliance with us. They ufed lances much' longer than oiirs, 
with blades of lharpened ftonc. This foldier, named Barrientos, was 
fent for the purpofc of obtaining from them three hundred of their lances, 
and as there was plenty of copper in that province, he gave him direc¬ 
tions to get two heads maile of this metal, for each lance. Thefc were 
accordingly done, being executed with fuch ingenuity that they exceed¬ 
ed the pattern. He alfo obtained the afllftancc of tw’o thoufand warri¬ 
ors of this nation, who were to rendezvouz at our quarters, armed in 
the fame manner. Having done this he returned, with two hundred 
Indians, bringing with them the lances which he had procured for us, 
and which we found on handling to be extraordinarily good, and we 
were immediately cxercifed with them, A muftcr was alio taken of our 
army, which amounted to two hundred and fix, * including fife 
and drum, with five mounted cavalry, two artillery men, ^fetv crofs- 
bow'-men, and fewer mufqueteers. And this was the force, and fuch 
the weapons, w'ith which we marched againft, and were to encounter 
and defeat the army of Narvaez. 

A 

I mull recall the recolied;ion of my reader to that part of my narra¬ 
tive, wherein I related how Andres de Duero, and the Contador dc 
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Lares, negociated the appointment of Cortes to the Aation of captain 
general. AKb that.they were to make an equal partition of all the 
treafure that fhould be acquired by him. Ducro now therefore feeing 
Cortes fo wealthy, under colour to Narvaez of a treaty whereby to get 
Cortes in his power, waited on the latter, in onler to obtain from him 
his lhare of the riches, for the third partner, Dc Lares, was fometime 
dead. This Cortes not only acceded to, but moreover promifed him 
equal command with himfclf, and an equal (liare of territory 
when the conqueft of the country Ihould be cffe<5ted; fo that it was 
agreed between them, together with Auguftin Bermudes, Alguazit 
major of the army of Narvaez, and many others whom I will not now 
name, to get rid of the command of Narvaez altogether. Cortes to 
confirm thelc, and bring over others, was more liberal than ever in his 
prefents, with which he loaded the two Indians of Ducro. On one of 
thefe days of intcrcourfe, after they had Ijecn a confidcrablc time toge¬ 
ther privately, and had dined, Duero having mounted his hor/e, afked 
Cortes if he had any commands for him; to which Cortes replied, that 
he wilhed to remind him not to deviate from wlftit they had now fettled, 
for that if he did, by his confcience, which was his ufual oath, he 
would be in his quarters within three days, and that he fhould be the 
very firft perfon at whom he would throw his lance; and faying this, 
he bid him fixrcwell. Ducro turned off laughing, and faid that he would 
not fail. On his arrival at the quarters of Narvaez, he is fiii?!’ to have 
told him, that Cortes and all with him were ready to range themfclvcs 
under his command. 

Cortes now font for Juan Vclafqucz dc Leon, a perfon of much 
confideration, and who had always been his particular friend, though 
a near relation of the governor of Cuba, and on his coming to him told 
him, in that fmooth and perfuafive manner that he could put on when 
ever he picafed, “ Senior Vclafqucz dc Leon, Ducro has informed me, 
** that Narvaez is anxious to fee you in his camp, and that it is report- 
•* ed if you go thither I am an undone man. Now my worthy friend 
“ mount your grey mare, put on your fanfarona, (gold chain,) take with 
** you all your valuables, and more ftill, which I will give you, and 
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** and fix youtfclf with Nanacz immediately, and diftribute the gold' 
** I give you according to my dircuflions.’* Velkfquez replied, that 
he would willingly obey his ordei in every thing but one, which was 
that of taking his treafure w'ith him. To which Cortes anfwcred that 
he believed as much, but that he did not wiih him* to go on other terms 
than what he had mentioned. Dc Leon fiill however continued, firm 
in what he had faid, and after a fccrct conference fet out for Ccmpoal. 
In about two hours after the departure of Vclkfquez, Cortes ordered the 
drum to be beat to arms,' whereon our little army aflemWed, and we (ct 
forward ori our march. On our w'ay we killed two wild hogs, which 
our foldicrs faid was a good omen. We flept all that night by the fide 
of a rivulet, according to cuftom the ground our bed and ftoncs our 
pillows, and next day arrived at the river and place where the city of 
Vera Cruz is now built, but which w'as at that time an Indian village, 
and planted with trees. As it was about midday and the weather very 
fultiy, we repofed here for the prefent, being much fatigued by the 
weight of our arms anjd lances. 

* 

Captain dc Leon arrived by day break at the town of Cempoal. 
TI)c Indians w'cre overjoyeil to fee him and circulated the news of his 
arrival, fo that iNarvacz heard of it, and inimediately thereon came out 
to embrace him. Vclalqucz having paid his compliments faid, that he 
only came in the hopes of making an amicable arrangement between 
him and Cortes; upon which Narvaez taking him afide, alkcd him 
how he could talk of treating with any fuch traitor. Velafquez re¬ 
plied, that Cortes was a faithful and zealous officer of his majefty, 
and defired that no 1‘uch epithet Ihould be applied to him in his pre- 
fence. Narvaez however perfified, oftering, if he would renounce 
Cortes, to make him the fecond in command; to which Velafquez 
replied tlat he ffiould be unpardonable in quitting one who had done 
fo much for the fervice of his God and king. By this time all the 
principal officers had arrived to lalute Velafquez, who was a favorite 
amongrt them, being a very polite and well bred gentleman, of a 
fine figure and perfon, and he no\y wore a great gold chain which 
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mavJc two return*; over his fliouldcrs, and round his body, fo tliat he 
«;avc the idea of a truly "all.int foliiicr, and imprenaf all who Ix'hcld 
him with rcrpc<‘l. The Algu.izil Bermudez, and Andres de Ducro, 
wilhed partieularly to communicate with him in }uivate, but juft at this 
moment arrived a Caiptain (•amarra, togcth.er with one Juan Yuftc, 
Juan Buono, and Salvatierra the braggart. Tliefe jicrfons, ileterniincd 
Narv’^aez to make him prifoner, for the frccilom with which he had 
fpoken in hnour of Cortes, and Narvaez had in confequence given 
privately an order for the purpofe, w hich coming to the knowledge of 
thofe alrcasly fpoken of, as liaving embarked in the interefts of Cortes, 
they immediately rcprcfentcil to him the impropriety of fuch a violent 
proceeding, and how impolitic it would be. Hereupon Narvaez again 
addrelTcd him in a ver>' friendly manner, requcftitig his aftifhincc to 
bring Cortes and the reft: of us into their power, and inviteii him to dine 
ith him the next day. V'elaftiucz promifed afUftattcc to his defign, 
btit reprefenting Cortes as determined ami hciul ftroiig, he recommend- 
ci! a ilivifion of the country, and that each fhoiihl take /Iparatc pro¬ 
vinces. At this lime Olmedo getting within hearing of Vclaftjucz, and 
fpeaking in the manner of a perf^n of truft, addrefting himfelf to Nar¬ 
vaez faid, “ lx:t your cxicllcncy order out your troops under arms, 
“ and fhew him what your force is, that Cortes may know, and be 
“ (errifyed at it.” Narvaez agreeing to this, the troops were turned 
out in review order, and pjifted by them. Vclafqucz complimenting 
Narvaez upon their number and appearance, and w’ifhing him an in- 
creafe of his power, the latter replied, faying, he believed Velal'quez 
was now convinced how eftedtually he could have crufhed Cortes and 
all thofe with him: to which Vclafquez only anfwcrcd that he trufted 
they knew how to defend themfelvcs. On the next day he dincxi 
with Narvaez, and there was in company a nephew of the governor of 
Cuba, a captain in the army. The converfation turning on the recent 
events, this gentleman ufed very infulting language in rcfpc<ff to Cortes; 
upon which, Vclafquez rifing upaddrefted himfelf to Narvaez and faid, 
“ 1 have alraidy requefted, general, that you would not permit in my 
“ prcfcncc, difrefpcclful language of any of my friends, for wedonot 
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“ dcfcrvc it.” But the other gentleman, on this, launching out into 
Hill greater liberty with Vclafqucz himfclf, the latter inftantly laid his 
hand on his fword, defiring Narvaez to permit him to punilh him as a 
bade liar; but the officers prefent interfering prevented mifehief, anil it 
was recommended both to Vclafqucz and Olmedo to quit the place. 
Vclafqucz accordingly, on his excellent grey mare, armed in his helmet 
and coat of mail which he always w'oru, and his gold chain about his 
fhoulders, w’ent to take his leave of Narvaez, who returned his falutc 
very coolly. The young man W’c have before fpoken of w'as again very 
violent, but Vclafqucz gave him no other reply than fwearing by his 
beard, that he would in a few days fee what materials he was made of: 
then, taking hafly leave of thofe who were Handing by, he put fpurs 
to his good grey marc, and was foon out of fight, for he had got a hint 
or fufpicion that Narvaez would fend after him, and faw fome perfons 
on horfeback, apparently for the purpofej but he was too well mount¬ 
ed for them, and reached our camp in fafety. 

We were at that time repofing by the fide of the river, after the 
fatigues of fo fultry a march, when a report came from an outpoft that 
horfemen were in fight; On their arrival, what greeting, and em¬ 
bracing, and joy and congratulation! and how Cortes received them! 
and well he might, for they were eminently ferviceabic to him. We 
all got round to hear their narrative. Vclafqucz told Cortes firft how 
he had executed his commifilon, and diflributed his prefents. Then our 
merry droll friar took off Narvaez w'hcn he made him order out his 
troops in review, to laugh at him; and told us by what finefle he got 
liim to read the letter; and how he had perfuaded the bragging fool 
Salvaticrra that he was his coufin, the one being from Olmedo, and the 
other from Burgos; and of the ridiculous fpccches and gefturcs the fel¬ 
low made when he was talking how he would kill Cortes, and aU of 
us, for the lofs of his horfc; mimicking him to admiration. Thus 
were we all together like fo many brothers, rejoicing and laughing as if 
we had been at a wedding or a feaft, knowing well that tomorrow 
was the day in which we woe to conquer or die, oppofed to five times 
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our number. Such is the fortune of war! We then proceeded on our 
march, and halted for the nipjht by the river and bridge which is about 
a league diftant from Cempoal; at prefent there is a dairy farm at that 
place. 

After the departure of the reverend father and Juan YMaCquez from 
the quarters of Narvaez, it feems that certain of the officers gave advice 
to him of the fecrct pra<5li< es which had been going on, and recommend¬ 
ed to him to be well upon his guard, as Cortes had many friends 
amongfl: his troops. The fat Cacique alfb, who was greatly in drctid 
of being called to account by Cortes, for having delivered up the women 
and mantles with which he had been intruded, was very vigilant in 
watching and obtaining intelligence of our motions, as he was diredleJ 
by Narvaez to do. 

Finding that we had now approached near to Cempoal, the fat 
Cacique thus addrefled Narvaez. “ What arc you tloing, and how 
“ carclcfs arc you! do you think that Malintzin and his Teules are cqual- 
“ ly fo? I tell you that W’hcn you Icafl cxpedl it he will come upon 
“ you and put you all to death.” Although Narvaez laughed at this, 
he did not however rejedt the warning. The firft thing he in confe- 
qucncc did was, to declare war againfl us with fire, fword, and free rope. 
'J'his we learned from a foldier named K1 Ciallcguillo, who came over to 
us, or was fent by Andres dc Ducro to Cortes. Me then drew up his 
artillery, cavalry, and infantry, in a plain diflant a quarter of a league 
from Cempoal, w’hcre he determined to wait for us. It happened to 
rain exceedingly heavy on that day, and as the troops of Narvaez were 
not accuftomed to hardfliip, and moreover defpifed us, they grew reft- 
lefs and uncafy in their fituation, and the c.iptains advifed their chief 
to march them back to their quarters, which he accordingly did, form¬ 
ing his eighteen guns in a line, in front of the building in which he 
lodged. His officers alfo advifed, that a grand guard of forty cavalry 
fliould be ported for the night on the road of Cempoal, and that fome 
cavalry vedettes, and adlivc foot foldicrs, fhould be placed to watch 
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the ford which vvc muft pafs. Twenty of the cavalry vverc alfo to pa- 
trole during the whole night in and about the quarters of Narvaez. All 
this was done by the advice of his officers, who wiflicd to get back un¬ 
der fliclter, and who defpifed Cortes, faying it was abfurd to fuppofe 
he W'ould come to attack them widi his pitiful handful of men, and 
that if he had advanced, it was only a mere oftentation, in order to in¬ 
duce them to come into terms. 

When Narv'acz returned to his quarters, he promifed publicly two 
thoufand crowns to whoever killed Cortes or Qonzalodc Sandoval. He 
placed as fpics at the ford, one Gonzalo Carrafeo who lives now in La 
Puebla, and another f ddier of the name of Huitado. He alfo filled his 
ow'ii quarters with Soldiers armed with mufqucts, crofs-bows, and 
partizans, and did the fame by thole of the Vccdor Salvatierra, Gamar- 
ra, and Juan Buono. 

As foon as vve had arrived at the river which runs through the 
fertile meadows at about a leagues diftance from Ccmpoal, trufty perfons 
being feledlcd and fent to the outpofts, our Cortes fummoned us all, of¬ 
ficers and foldiers, around him, where he was on horfeback, and earnclf- 
ly enjoining filcncc, addrefl'ed us as follows. “ Gentlemen, it is well 
“ known to you that D. Vclafqucz governor of Cuba fcle(5lcd me for 
“ your captain general, not that your number did not contain many 
** equally worthy; and you alfo recolledt how it was believed by us, and 
** publicly proclaimed, that we came to colonize, when in rciility our 
** inftrudlions wx*nt no fiirther than to barter with the natives. You al- 
** fo recollctl my determination to return to Cuba, in order to give an 
“ account of my million to him by whom 1 was entrufted with it, but 
“ that by your command I was required to ftay and colonize in the 
“ countr)'^ for his Majefty’s fcrvice, as, thanks to God, has been done, 
** and a wife determination it was. You alfo made me as you recoiled: 
“ your captain general, and chief magifiratc, until his Majefty’s plea- 
** furc was known, and we have in confcquencc rendered eflential fer- 
“ vice to our God and Monarch. I mufl now remind you how we 
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have written to his Majefty, giving a full account of tiicftr countries, 
* ‘ and retjuefting that the governtnent of them may not Ik beftowed on any 
“ unworthy pcrlon, and that we, fearing tltc clIcCl ot theatts andinflii- 
** cnee of the Bilhop of Burgos, and of the CJovcrnor of Cuba whom he 
“ favors, had rcfolved to maintain his Majefty’s government and 
“ right in this countiy', until his royal mandate duly authenticated 
“ fliould be produced to us, which we would then as in duty bound, 
“ obey, prollratc upon the cartli. You alfo recollctif how we have font 
“ thetreal'ure obtained by us to his Majefly. Now therefore, advert- 
“ ing to other matters, 1 mull remind you how often you have all been 

“ at the point of death in various wars and battles, how we have fuf- 

“ fered from fittigues, and rains, and winds, and hunger, lleeping on 
“ our arms, on the ground and in fnow. Not to mention above fifty 
“ of our countiy'men dead, and your own wounds as yet unhealed, our 
“ lulferings by fea and land, the perils of Tahafeo, Tlafcala, and of 

“ Cholula, where the vcflels were prepared in which we were to have 

“ been boiled, and our perilous entry info Mexico. In aiiilition there- 
“ to many of you have been on expeditious of adventure antecedent 
“ to this, and have rifqucd and loft your properties, and now gentle- 
“ men, Narvaez comes, and maligns and alpcrfcs us with the great 
“ Montezuma, and immediately on landing proclaints war againft us, 
** with fire, fword, and rope, as if we were infidel Moors.” As foon 
as Cortes had concluded this he proceeded to exalt our perfons and valour 
to the Ikies, and after an abundance of the moft flattering promifes he 
concluded by obferving, that Narvaez came to deprive us of our lives, 
and properties; that he had imprifoned his Majeft:y*s oydor, and that 
it w’as uncertain if he held his command by any more than the favor of 
theBiftiop of Burgos. It was therefore ncceftary, hefaid, for us, as faith¬ 
ful fuhjctts, to fight in defence of his Majefty’s rights, our lives, and 
properties, and he now demanded to hear our determination. 

Our officers and foldiers all replied, that we were ready and deter¬ 
mined to conquer or die; and we warned him not to fay any more alwut an 
accommodation, or partition of the country, for that if he did, we 

would 
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would plunge our fwords in his body. Cortes on hearing this applauded 
our fpirit, faying, that he expc<5l:cd no lefs, and adding a profuHon of 
promifes, and afluranccs that he would make us all rich and profperous. 
He then, adverting to our intended attack, carneftly enjoined us to ob- 
ftrve the ftridteft filcnce, faying, that to conquer in battle, prudence and 
nience were more ncceflary than cxcefs of bravery; that he knew our ar¬ 
dour induced all to ftrivc who (hould be moft forward, and that it was 
necelfary to diftributc us by companies, and to appoint to each his dif- 
tindl: duty. Accordingly, he ordered that in the attack the firft thing to 
be done (hould be, to feize the artillery. For this duty he feledted fe- 
venty foldiers, of which number I was one, and put us under the com¬ 
mand of Pizarro, an adfive lad, whofc name however was at that time 
as little known as that of Peru. He gave us alfo further orders, that as 
foon as we were mafters of the guns, we (hould join and fupport the 
detachment which was to attack the quarters of Narvaez. This laft 
mentioned duty he afligncd to Sandoval, with feventy {clc<5lcd men, and 
as this captain was alfb alguazil major, he gave him a warrant to arreil 
Narvaez, drawn up as follows. 

Gonzalo de Sandoval, alguazil major for his Majcfty in New 
Spain. You are hereby commanded, to feize the body of Pamphilo dc 
Narvaez, and in cafe he makes refinance, to put him to death; the 
lame being ncccflary to the fervicc of God, and his Majcfty, whole 
officer he has imprifoned. Given under my hand, at head quarters, 

S^ry] 

Cortes alfo promifed to the firll foldier who laid his hand on Nar¬ 
vaez, the fum of three thouland crowns, to the Iccond, two thoufand, 
and to the third, one thoufand, as he faid, to buy gloves. He appoint¬ 
ed captain I, Velafqucz de Leon to feize his relation Diego Vclafquez, 
with whom he had the quarrel, and gave him a detachment of feventy 
foldiers, retaining twenty with himfelf, as a referve, to go wherever he 
law mcrfl occafion, and more particularly to fupport the attack upon the 

quarters 
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quarters of Narvaez, and Salvatierra; in a lofty temple. Having thus 
arraiigcd his troops and inllrudtcd his captains, he addrdicd us in a few 
words, faying, lie well knew that the army of Narvaez was four times 
more numerous than ours, but that they were not accuftonicd to arms, 
and many of them were ill ; he therefore trullcd, that, attacking them 
thus uncxpcdlcdly, God would give the vidory to us, who were his 
faithful fervants, and that next to divine alfiftance, we were to rely on 
our own courage, and the flrength of our arms j that now was the hour 
of trial, and that at worft it was preferable to die with glory. 

One circumflancc has ftruck me hnee, which is, that he never 
once faid or inhnuated to us that fuch or fuch perfons in the army of 
Narvaez were our friends; and in fo doing he a<5led like a wiic captain, 
making us rely entirely on our own exertions, and ufe them to the ut- 
moft, without expcifting any other aflilfance or fupport. Our three de¬ 
tachments were now formed, and the captains at the head of each, they 
and the foldiers mutually encouraging each other. Our captain, Pi- 
zarro, explained to us how we were to rufli in upon the guns w'ith our 
lances at the charge, and that immediately on getting them in our pof- 
fcflion, the artillery men who were attached to his company (hould point 
and fire them againft the quarters of Narvaez. 

What would we not have given for defenfive armour on this night 1 
A morion, a helmet, or a brcaflplate, would have fetched any money. 
Our counterfign was Spiritu fanto, Spiritu ianto. That of Narvaez was 
Santa Maria, Santa Maria. 

As Captain Sandoval and I were always intimate friends, he at this 
time called me afide, and made me promife him that after the capture 
of the guns if I remained alive, I would feck out and attach myfcif to 
him for the reft of the engagement. Thefc things being arranged, we 
remained with empty ftomachs, leflcfting on what was before us, and 
waiting for the orders to march. I was ftationed centinel at an ad van* 
ced poft, and had not been there long when a patrolc came to me, and 
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afked me if I had heard any thing.' I replied that I had not. A cor¬ 
poral fbon after came to our poll and laid that Galleguillo the delcrter 
of Narvaez’s army was milling, and that he had come amongft us as 
a fpy; in confcquencc of which Cortes had given orders that we Ihould 
march inftantly. Accordingly we heard our drum beat, and the cap¬ 
tains calling over their companies. 

We joined the column, and proceeding on our march, we found 
the foldicr whom we had milled, flecping in the road under fome man¬ 
tles, for the i-KJor fellow not being inured to hardlhips was fatigued. We 
continued our march at a quick pace, and in profound filcncc, and foon 
arrived at the river, where we furprifed the two vedettes of the army of 
Narvaez, one of whom, by name Currafeo, we made prifoner, the other 
flying before us into the town, and giving the alarm. Cn account of 
the rain, we found the river deeper than ufual, and difficult to pals, 
owing to the loole floncs under our feet, and the weight of our arms. 
I allb rccollcdl that the foldicr whom we had made prilbncr called to our 
general, ” Senior Cortes do not advance, for I fwear that Narvaez is 
“ with his whole force drawn up to receive you.” Cortes gave him 
in charge to his fccrctary, Hernandez, and we proceeded, and on com¬ 
ing into the tow’n, heard the man w ho had cfcapcd, giving the alarm, 
and Narvaez calling to his captains to turn out. 

Our company w'hich headed the column, charging our lances, ruffi- 
ctl on, and doling up to the guns, made ourfelvcs mailers of them 
without giving the artillery men time to put the matches to more than 
four, of which one (hot only took died, killing three of our foldicrs. 
Our whole force now advanced with drum beating, and falling upon 
thccavalry brought dowm fix or feven of them, whilll we who had got pof- 
ieflion -of the guns could not quit them, laccaufe the enemy kept up a 
heavy difcliarge of arrows and mufquetry from the quarters of Narvaez. 
Captain de Sandoval and his company coming forw'ard, marched up the 
ileps of the temple, notwithftanding that he was ftoutly refilled by the 
many ,)^dth miflilc weapons, mufquetry, portizans, and lances, and 

then. 



f hcii, we who were in chai^ of the artiRleiy, perceiving: tliat there was 
no longer any danger to them, left them to our gunners, and proceeded 
with Captain Pizarro to fupport the attack, of Sandoval, who had been 
forced down fix or fcven of tlic fieps. Supported by us they again ad- 
, vanced, making the enemy give ground in their turn, and juft at that 
inilant, if I do not mifiake, I heard the voice of Narvaez crying out, 
** Santa Maria aflift me, for they‘have killed me, and ftruck out one 
** of my eyes r* On this wc all ihouted out, ** Vidlory 1 vi^ory! for the 
** E^iritu Santo! Narvaez is dead.” 

Still we could not force our way into the temple, until Martin Lo¬ 
pez the (hipwright, a very tall man, fet fire to the thatch of the roof, 
and the fire fpreading, forced thofe who were infide to nifii out and 
come tumbling down the fieps. P. Sanchez Farfan was the firll who 
laid his hand on Narvaez’; w-c brought him prifoner to Sandoval, to¬ 
gether with fevcral of his captains, and a>ntinued fhouting, ** Vid:ory! 
“ Live our King and Cortes I Narvaez is dead f '* 

During this time Cortes and the reft of our army were engaged 
with thofe of the troops of Narvaez who yet held out, in Ibme lofty 
temples which wc now Ixittercd with the artillery. As fooii as 
our fliouts were underftood, and the caufe of them, Cortes made pro¬ 
clamation that all who did not inftantly fubmit, arid rac^ themi^ves 
under the ftandards of his Majcfty, and the command of his officer Cor¬ 
tes. (hould be put to death. This however had no effedt on thole who 
occupied the lofty temples where Diego Velafqucz and Salvatierra were 
poft^, until Sandoval with one half of our body, and the guns, pro¬ 
ceeded againft them, and entering, made thole officers and the people 
with them prifoners. As foon as this was done, S^doval returned fo 
keep guard upon Narvaez, who was doubly ironed. We had allb'with 
him under our care. Salvatierra, D. VclaTqucz, Gamarra, JuanYufte, 
Juan Buono Vilcaino, and many other principal peribns. Shortly after, 
Cortes came in unobferved, fatigued, and the fwe^ running down his 
face; and addidfing Sandoval, without any congratulation or compli- 
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mcnt, told him thstt it iiiE||K>flrihle to def^^ what he had gone 
through. Then turning ^about he cricdt “ What is become of Narvaez ? 

** howis Narvaez? Sandoval anfwercd, Here he isvery fafe. Corteathen 
** (aid* “Son Sandoval keep good watch on him, and the other captains.** 
After which he haftened out to caufe proclamation to be made, that all . 
ftiould.knmediately lay down their arms and. fubmit. 

, All this pofied during the night, (howers falling very frequently, 
andsdn^the intervals the moon (hone; but at the moment of our at¬ 

tack it was ^Oronely dark, smd rained heavily, and a multitude of fire 
• fUei appearing at the fame .time, the foldiers of Nsyrvacz thought that 
they were.tlic lighted matches of our mufquetry.%:^ 

Narvaez was very badly wounded, and his eye was beaten out; he 
therefore requeued that his furgeon named Maelhe Juan (hould be 
(wt for. This being done, whilil he was under the operation of hav¬ 
ing his ^e dreflhi,' Cortes entered the room unnoticed; but being 
foon bbierved, Narvaez addrdhng him £ud, “ Senior Captain Cortes, 
“ y^pprecisute it deferves your good fortune, in having defeated and 
** made me prifon^.** Cortes replied that his thanks were due to God, 
and to his vadiant oiHcers and foldieis, but that it was the leafi of our 
atchievements hnce our arrival in New S(>ain, and that for daring, he 
thtnight the arreft of his Maje(ly*s officer ihuch exceeded it. He then 
quitttxl the pita;, again warning Sandoval |o keep good guard. 

We foqn after brought Narvaez and the red: of the priibners to 
ther squuttn!^ where a guard was placed upon them compofed of our 
.mod trudy^tod confidential foldiers. To this duty I was appointed, and 
Sandoval b^ore he left us called me afide, and gave me a private order 
i to ptimit no perfon whatever to fpeak to Nar^ez. We knew that forty 
the cavalry wa« at aaqutphdou the river; it was thei^ore neceflary 
^ iceep a go^ guard uiuil this party, was difpofed of, led they (hould 
iis in order to refcuethesr..cifficers. Cortes now fent to them Chrif- 
' ini^^s'Pl!^ and de Or'das;’''likmted on two of the hories of Narvaez 
wiiyi We found tied in a dnall wood dod to Cempoal, with unlimited 
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offers if they would come iifrmtid fubndt^ Our ofHeers guided by vone 
of Nsiryaeai's foldiers arriv^ at the poll of the cavalry; a(nd by^ their 
promifes and arguments won them over, a^ they all entered the town 
together. . 

By this time it was dear day. Cortes, (bated in an arm chair, a 
mantle of oiang^ colour thrown over his (houlders, his arms by his fide, 
and furrounded by his offices and (bldlers, received the fidutations of 
the cavaliers who as they difinounted came up to him to^ldfs his hand. 
It was wonderful to foe the afiability, and the kindnefs with which he 
fpoke to and erht tt a ced them, and the compliments which He made to 
them; amongil the number were Auguftln Bermudez, Andres de Du> 
cro, and many other frieids of our general. Each, as he hod paid his 
rcTpeds, took his leave, and went to the quarters afiigned him. Du¬ 
ring all this time, and even before the arrival of the cavalry, the drums, 
fifes, and timbals of the army of Narvaez never cea(cd, having ilruck 
up at day break in honor of Cortes, without being defired or (poken to 
by any one of us. One of them a Negro and a comical fellow, danced 
and (houted for joy, crying, “ Where are the Romans who with fuch 
“ fmall numbers have ever atchieved fuch a glorious victory?** Nor 
was it pofiible to filencx him or the refi, until Cortes was at lafi; obli¬ 
ged to order one of them to be confined. 

Our lofles on each fide on thisOccafion were as folldw. The cn- 
fign of Narvaez, named Fuertes, an Hidalgo of Seville. A captain of 
the fame army named Roxas, of Old Cafiille, and two others killed, and 
many wounded. . One alfo of the three who had antecedently deleted 
from us to him was killed. Four of our foldiers were killed, and a 
number wounded. The fat Cacique on our approach had taken refuge 
in the quarters of Narvaez; he alfo received a wound: Cortes oadaed 
him to his houfe, and to be there protedlied and taken care of»’' Of the 
two others who deferred from us^ each got hi$ Efodc?^ being 

fcvercly wounded, and Cervantes wdl beaten* 
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As to the iiss £>ldk!rs 4«ckred that they never faw fo 

pitiftd a fellow; nor'fo-teriified m beit^ when he heard our drum heat; 
but when we (houted for vijftory, and cryed that Narvaez was dead, he 
told them that he had got a pain in his ftomach, and could hght no 
more. Such was tlM refult of his bravados. Captain Velafquez de 
Leon took his relation Diego Velafquez to hit own quarters, where he 
had his wouiuit attended to, and trmted him with the utmoft diitinc- 
tion. '. . 

' The reinforcement of the warriors of Chinanta, which Cortes had 
been promsfed, marched in (hortly after the a^ion was over, condu<^ed 
by our foldier Ekrrientos, vnrith great pomp and regularity, in two hies, 
lanciers and archers alternately, and in this manner th<y came to the num> 
her of one thoufand hve hundred, with colours, drums, and trumpets, 
(houting, and making fuch a warlike appearance that it was glorious to 
behold.- It afforded matter of aftonifhmcnt to the army of J'^a^vacz, for 
they appeared to be double their real number. Our general Reived 
them with infinite courtefy, and difmiffcd them with thanks and hand- 
fome prefents. 

^Cortes how fent Francifco de Lugo to order all the captains and 
piloiiifi’of the flert to come to him at Ccmpoal, or, in cafe they refufed, 
to^ihake tliehi prifbners. He alfb gave directions that the fhips fhould 
be difmantled,’ thereby cutting off all pofTibility of a qmununication with 
‘ Cuba. Narya.ez had conhn^ ooc Barahona, a rich man, and after¬ 
wards an inhabitant of Guatimala; him Cortes ordered to be immediate- 
1;^ releafod, and kindly treated; I recoUeCt when he jmned us he appear¬ 
ed in a very n^eak and languid flate. The captains ahd pilots of the 
fleet immcdktdy came to pay their refpedts to our general. He made 
theih take an oath that th^ would not fepaiiate from him, and would 
' his orders; and he appointed otic of them, Pedro Oivallero, his 

wUnird of the whole Cortes: warned him, that if, as heexpeCl- 

edi 'nii^ he fhoidd immediately difmantle 

theilfi»' iiid captaint-a^* j^ots m the^'head quarters. 
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Having thus lecuied Ms pert, he tumcci toother matters, and or- 

dered Velarquez’ de Leon Avith one hundred and twenty men upem $ii 

expedition to Panuco. One hundred of than were foldicrs who had 
* - * > 
come with Narvaez i the other twenty were taken from amongft our- 

ielves. This force was aifo to have two (hips with it, for the purpofe 
of extending our di&ovories. He gave a command upon a fimilar plan 
to Diego de Ordas, to efhiblilh a colony at Guacacualco. Ordas was 
alfo to lend to Jamaica for hdlfes and flock, to efbiblifh an independent 
fupply in the cooniiy, the province he went to being well adapted for 
breeding cattle; Cortes commanded all the prifoners to he^rdeafed. cx- 
c^t Narvaez, and Salvatierra. who ftill complained of the pain in his 
flomach. He alfo ordered all the hories arid arms which had been ta¬ 
ken from the fbldiers of Narvaez to be returned to them; tliis gave our 
people much difeontent, but fince the general would have it fo, we were 
obliged to fubmit, and I for my part, was obliged to furrendcr a good 
horfe which 1 had put in a fafe place, with a /addle and bridle, two 
fwords, three poinards, and a lliicld. Hereupon Captain Alonzo dc 
Avila, and alfo our Reverend Father Olmcdo, took an opportunity of 
fpeaking to Cortes, and told him that they believed he had a mind to 
imitate Alexander of Maccdon, who after his army had atchieved any 
glorious a<5l:ioR, was more generous to the vanquidied, than to the con¬ 
querors ; for that it was obferved, that, all the gold and valuable prefents, 
as faft as he received them, he gave to the capteins of tlic other army, 
quite appearing to forget us, which was not well done on his part, we 
having made him what he was. To this Cortes replied by protefting, 
that he, and all he had was entirely at our fcrvicc, and he would 
prove it by his future condu^; but that what he did was unavoidable 
for our common intcreft, we being fo few, and the others fo many. 
Avila in anfwcr to this ufed feme expreflions of lather alofty kind, up¬ 
on which Cortes ob/erved, that whoever did not wUh to follow him 
might depart, that the women in Ca/lillc lud bred good foldibrs, and 
would continue to do fo. Avila anfwered again in a Rill nioie bold and 
imperiotis manner, and as Cortes could not IK that tiim break with him, 
he was forobd to di/limulate, knowing him to be a brave said determi¬ 
ned 
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ntd man^ He therefcHe pacifitii for he silway^tt cp;:^ 

preHetided fome of^ide^ bfi lihi |»ft| axtd Ibrthit^ 
to ethploy him on buiinafi» impoit^c% at a dHiaiice, as in the filand 
of St. Domingo, and alter^ill'ds in Old Spain. 

Narvaez brought with him a f^jgin'whQ'^as in the hnd] pox; 
an unfomknaite importation for that ccmhtiy, Ibr the dii^ie fpiead with 
inconcdvabie rapidity, and the Indiidis di^hy thoufands; for not know-- 
ing tlit hatuie of it, they brought it to a fahd^ UTiie by throwing them> • 
ielves into cdd water in the hcsit of the difoi^. 'Thus^ack was the 
arsii^%f;Narvaes, knd blacks'(till the d(^th>of fuch thultitiides of Uh- 
fdttnniti^^ibuis, which' were ihto the othet ivorld, without haying 

an o|^pi£^<ttthity of bdng admitted into the bofom of our holy church. 
At thji'titnei claim was made on Cortes by fuch of otir foldicrs as had 
been in diftant garrifons, for their (hare of the gold taken in Mexico. 
He, as well as I irecoUet^, referred them to a place in llaicala, deiiring 
that two perfons might be (hit thither to receive it. I will at a future 
period relate what happened hereupon; but I muil; at the pre&nt revert 
to other things. 

wlwel of fortune making fudden turns, evil fdlows clofely 
upoa^good, ^ oitr cafe at prefent, our late fuccefles being contrad-* 
ed ' ^4ittelancholy news from Mexico, We now received intelligence 
by>e9^refs from that city, whereby wc were informed, that an infurrec- 
tion h^d broken out, and that Alvarado was befieged in his quarters, 
which they had (ct on hre, having killed feven of his men, and'wound> 
cd jzuihy i for reafon hie earahflly called for fuccour and 

fupport. we received this news, God knoWs how it a(flidt«i us 1 

We fet but by^foitig marches for Mexicoj leaving Narwuz and Salvati- 
orri'PrifQjbe^. lA Vida l^ica, under the cidlody of Rodorigo Rangel, who 
id^^had direidlohs td .41 the. to take care of the in- 

of whomil^ We^ ready to 

hrom tomt of Moneezuma, 

when 
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when dancing ^ fplen^ leftivai ^nor of thotr gods, winch he 
had permitted them to Itcdd, whereb)r, m theirHOwn defence they kui been 
forced to kill finin'of his foldiers. Cortes replied to them in terms not 
the moil pkaiing, faying he would foon be at Mexico, and put all in 
proper regulation; with which anfwcr they returned, very little indeed 
to the i^isfi^ion of Montezuma who felt the infultilrongly, many of 
the natives being killed. 

In confequmoe of this intelligence, the detachments wete counter¬ 
manded, and, Cortes exhorted the troops of Narvaez tor forg<A paft ani- 
moltties, and not to lofe this opportunity of ferving his Majdfly and 
themielves, expoiing to their view the riches they would acquire, fo 
that they one and all declared their readinefs to proceed to Mexico, a re- 
folution they i^vcr would have taken, if they had known the force 
of that city. By vciy .long marches we arrived at Tlafcala, where wc 
learned that until the (mle that Montezuma and the Mexicans got in¬ 
telligence of the defeat of Narvaez, they had never ccalcd making attacks 
upon Alvarado; but when they heard of our fuccefs-they dehilcd, leav¬ 
ing the Spaniards greatly fatigued and diftrefled, by their continual ex¬ 
ertions and want of water and provifions. This information was con- 
vtyed by two Indian meflengers who arrived at the moment wc entered 
Tlafcala. Here Cortes made an infpe<5iion of our army, which now 
amounted to one thoufand three hundred men, nearly one hundred of 
Whom were cavalry, and one hundred and iixty were crofsbow-men and 
mufqueteers. Two thoufand warriors of the Tlafcalans having joined 
us, we purfued our route by long marches to Telcuco, where we were 
very ill rec^ved, and every thing bore the appearance^of difaBedlton. 

On St. John's day in.the month of June one thouiand live hundred 
and twenty, we arrived in the City of Mexico, m^ing with a reception 
very diBerent from our former one, for noiie of the nobility or chiefs of 
our acquaintance could be recognifed, and the'et^ leemed to be totally 
depopulated. When we entered our quarters, b^ntezuma came to em¬ 
brace Cortes, and wiih him Joy of his vi^ory, htit the general would 

neither 
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ndther nor very mdUit«> 

chojjr, «b his apartmoac^.'f/Cbit^ circumilances 

of fite commotion, which cfvidcmly was not approved orv inftigatect by 
Montezuma. Indeed if litf^ tiad thought fit to a<5l; a^indfi our {^rty, 
they could aU*4iavc been deftroyed, as eafilty as fiwen of them. By what 
Alvarado told Cortes it appearcd, that a number of Indians, enraged at 
the detei^iti of Mon^Uma; iid the’i^ire^iBh of the crucifix In their tem¬ 
ple, ahd ly the order of their* a4 ‘ tKfey laid, ha4 thither to 
pull but to their infinite afionifiidieiil, 'IbUtid dl^heir fiitngth 

utterly unable to move it. This being reprefishted to Montezuma^ he 
defired no attempt of the kind Ihould be made again; Alvarado added 
for his own oxciilp&tion, that the attack was made upon him by the 
friends and ^bj^s of Montezuma, itr order, to liberate their monarch, 
at the tithe that tlicy believed Narvaez liad defhroyed Cortes and his ar¬ 
my, Cort^ now aiked Alvirado for what re a^ he fell bpoh the Mex¬ 
icans, while they were dancing and holding a^miVal inhonour of their 
gods. . To this Alvarado replied, that it^was in order to be beforehand 
wuh them, having had intelligence of their hofiile ifitentions againft 
him from two of their own nobility and a priefi. Cortes thm alked him 
if it was true that they had requefted permifiion of him to htdd their fef- 
tiva], and the other hereupon replied that it was ib, and that it was in 
ord^iib take them by furpriie, and to punilh and terrify them, fo as to 
pij^^t their making war upon the Spaniards, that he had. determined 
to fyll pn them by anticipation. At hearing this avowal Cortes was 
higlify enraged i he cenfured the conduct of Alvarado in the ftrongell 
terms, and in this temper left him. 

‘r ^ ’ * 

^vaiadp i^her (aid, that"'bne ^nw when^hc was attacked by the 
Mexicans, be,di^voured to fire off one of his guns, and could not get the 
priming to light; but fometime'aft^, when they were in very great dan- 
,and ^xpe<^ed ailjo haye the piece went off of itfclf, 

ai^tnadp fuch havbck amongifi the enemy that they were complctdy 
dni^ and the'1Spaqiards. |hu$ miraculoi^ &ved. 1 heard feve- 
ral dth^ foldiers alfo mention this as^ h/&. $ Ir was alfo fiud^ by Alvara¬ 
do 
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do only, that when the garrifon was in great want of water, they lank 
a pit in the court, and immediately a fpring of the fwectcll water broke 
forth. I can declare, to my own knowledge, that there U’as a fpring 
iti the city which very frequently threw up water tolerably frefh. 
Cflory to GckI for all his mercies! 

Some fay that it was avarice tempted Alv;irai.lo to make this attack, 
in order to pillage the Indians of the golden orn.aments which they wore 
at their feftival. I never hcanl any jurt: reafons lor the aflertion, nor 
do I Ixrlieve any fuch thing, although it is fi> reprefented by Fra Bar- 
tholome de las Cafas ; but for my part 1 am convinced, that his inten¬ 
tion in falling on them at that time was, in order to flrrikc terror into 
them, and prevent their infurrcdlion, according to the faying, that, the 
hrll attack is half the battle. A very had plan as appeared by the rel'ult, 
and it is certain, that after the affiiir at the temple, Montc/uma did 
moll: earncflly defire that they fiiould not attack our people, but the 
Mexicans w'crc fo enraged that tlu*)^ could not be refirained, 

Cortes during our march hatl expatiated to the new comers upon 
the power and influence he pofllfled, and the relpcdl with which he was 
treated in Mexico, and had filled their minds and heightened their cx- 
pcd:ations, with promiles and golden hopes. When on his return there¬ 
fore he experienced the coldncfs and negligence of his reception in Tez- 
cuco, and equal appearances thereof in Mexico, he grew very peevilh 
and irritable; and the officers of Montezuma coming to wait upon him, 
expreffing the wilh of their Sovereign to fee him, Cortes angrily ex¬ 
claimed, “ Away with him! The dog! why docs he ncgledl to fupply 
“ us.” When the captains De Leon, De OJi, and De Lugo, hc*ard this 
cxpreflion, they intreated him to be moilcratc, and reminded him of tlic 
former kindnefs and gcncrofity of the King. But this feemed to irritate 
Cortes the more, confidering it a kind of cenfure, and he indignantly 
faid. “ What compliment am 1 under to a dog who treated fccrctly with 
“ Narvaez, and as we fee ncgledls to fend provifions?” This the cap¬ 
tains admitted ought to be done; and Cortes, confident in the great rcin- 
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forccnicnt of numbers he had obtained, continued a haughty demeanour. 
He in this manner now addrcflcd tlie nqblcmen fent to him by Mon¬ 
tezuma, bidding them tell their mafter, immediately to caufe markets 
to be held and provifions fupplied, and to beware of the confcqucnccs 
of ncgle€l:. Thefe lords very well underftood the purport of the inju¬ 
rious expreflfions which he had ufed, and on their return informed the 
King of what had paflTed. Whether it was from rage at the ftory told 
by them, or the confcquence of a preconcerted plan to fall upon us, with¬ 
in a quarter of an hour after, a foldier entered our quarters, wounded 
dangeroufly, and in great hurry, and told us that the whole people were 
ini arms. This man had been fent by Cortes to bring to our quarters 
fomc Indian ladies, and amongft them the daughter of Montezuma, 
whom Cortes, when he marched againft Narvaez, had left in the care 
of their relation the Prince of Tacuba. He was on his return with them 
when he was attacked by the people who were afl'emblcd in great num¬ 
bers, had broken a bridge upon the caiileway of Tacuba, and had once 
had him in their hands and were hurrying him into a canoe to carry 
him off for ficrificc, but that he extricated hirnfelf from them, with two 
dangerous wounds. 

Cortes immediately on receiving the intelligence ordered out a par¬ 
ry of four hundred men, under the command of Captain dc Ordaz, to 
go and fee what foundation there w-as for the account given by the fol¬ 
dier, and to endeavor if poiTiblc to pacify the minds of the people. De 
Ordaz had hardly proceeded the length of half a ftreet, when he was 
attacked by immenfe numbers of Mexicans in* the ftreets, and on the 
terraces of the houfes, who by their firft difeharge killed eight foldiers 
on the fpot, wounded moft of the reft, and De Ordaz him/elf in three 
places. Finding it therefore impoflible to proceed, he retreated flowly to 
our quarters, in doing which he loft another good foldier named Lez- 
cano, who with a two handed fword had performed many feats of great 
force and valour. Our quarters had been attacked by multitudes at the 
fame moment; they poured in fuch difeharges of miftilc weapons upon 
us there that they immcdi;3ltely wounded upwards of forty fix, twelve of 
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whom afterwards died. The ftrccts were fo crowded, that Dc Ordas 
when he endeavored to reach us could not proceed, and was incelliintly 
attacked in front, in rear, and from the roofs of the houles. Neither 
our fire arms, nor our good figliting could prevent the enemy fromclo- 
fing in upon us for a length of time; how'ever De Ordaz at lalf <forccd 
his way back, with the lofs of twenty three men. The enemy ftill con¬ 
tinued their attacks, but all we had hitherto fuffered was nothing to that 
which fuccccilcd. They let fire to various parts of the buildings which 
wc occupied, thinking to burn i!s alive, or ftifle us with the fmokc; 
and wc W'crc obliged to flop it by tearing down the building, or by 
throwing earth upon it. All the courts and open fpaccs of our quar¬ 
ters w'erc covered w’ith their'arrow’s and mifTilc w’capons, and in rc|Tclling 
their attacks, repairing the breaches which they had made in the walls, 
drcfling our wounds, and preparing for enfuing engagentenrs, wc paflTed 
that day and night. 

As foon as the next morning dawned wc {allied out with our w hole 
force upon the enemy, being deterntined if we could not coiupicr, to 
make them fear us. The Mexicans came to meet us with their whole 
force, and both parties fought defperatcly; but as the numbers of our 
opponents were fo immenfe, and as they conftantly brought up frcfli 
troops, even if wc had been ten thoufand Hecflors of Troy, and as ma¬ 
ny Roldans, wc could not have beaten them off; nor can I give any idea 
of the defperation of this battle; for though in every charge wc made 
upon them we brought down thirty and even forty, it was of no avail; 
they came on even with more fpirit than at firft, nor could wc, by our 
cannon or fire arms, make any imprcflion on them. If at any time they 
appeared to give ground it was only to draw us from our quarters, in 
order to enfurc our deftrudtion. Then the {tones and darts thrown on us 
from the terraces of the houles were intolerable. But 1 deferibe it faint¬ 
ly ; for fomc of our foldicrs who had been in Italy fwore, that neither 
among{l Chriftians nor Turks, nor the artillery of the King of France, 
had they ever feen fuch defperation as was manifelled in the attacks ot 
thofe Indians. Wc were at length forced to retreat to our quarters, 
which wc reached with great difficulty, 
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On this day wc loft ten or twelve foldicrs, and all of ns who came 
back were fcvcrcly wounded. From the period of our return we were 
occupied in making preparation for a general fally on the next day but 
one, with four military machines conftru<ftcd of very ftrong timber, in 
the ftfrm of towers, and each capable of containing twenty five men un¬ 
der cover, with port holes for the artiller)" and alfo for the mufquctiers 
and crofsbow'-mcn. This work occupied us for the fpacc of one day, 
except that we were obliged likewife to repair the breaches made in our 
walls, and refill thofc who attempted to fcalc them in twenty different 
places at the fame time. They continued their reviling language faying, 
that the voracious animals of their temples had now' been kept tw’o days 
falling, in order to devour us at the period which w'as fpeedily approach¬ 
ing, w'hcn tlicy were to facrifice us to their gods; that bur allies w'erc 
to be put up in cages to fatten, and that they would foon repoflefs our 
ill acquired treafurc. At other times they plaintively called to us to give 
them their king, ami during the night w'e w'ere conftantly annoyed by 
fhowers of arrows, which they accompanied w'ith ftiouts and W'hift- 
lings. 

At day break on the enfuing morning, after recommending our- 
fclves to God, we fallied out with our turrets, which as well as I rccol- 
le<5l W'ere called burros or mantas, in other places where I have feen 
them, with fomc of our mufquctry and crofs-bows in front, and our 
cavalry occafionally charging. The enemy this day fhewed themfclves 
more determined than ever, and we were equally rcfolved to force our 
way to the great temple, although it ftiould coft the life of every man 
of us s we therefore advanced w'ith our turrets in that dirc<ftion. I will 
not detail the defperate battle which w'c had with the enemy in a very 
ftrong houfe, nor how their arrows wounded our horfes, notwithftand- 
ing their armour, and if at any time the horfemen attempted to purfue 
the Mexicans, the latter threw tliemfelvcs into the canals, and others 
fallied out upon oyr people and maflacred them with large lances. 


As to felling fire to the buildings, or tearing them down, it was 
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utterly in vain to attempt; they all flood in the water, and only com¬ 
municating by draw bridges, it was too dangerous to attempt to reach 
them by iWimming, for they fiiowered floncs from tlieir flings,* and 
mafles of cut llonc taken from the buildings, - upon our heads, from the 
terraces of the houfes. Whenever we attempted to fet fire to a houfc, 
it was an entire day before it took cffctSl, and when it did, the flames 
could not fpread to others, as they were feparated from it by the water, 
and alfo becaufe the roofs of them were terraced. 

* 

Wc at length arrived at the great temple, and immediately and in- 
flantly, above four thoufand Mexicans ruflicd up into it, without in- 
t hiding in that number other bodies who occupied it before, and defend¬ 
ed it againfl us with lances, floncs, and darts, 'rhey thus prevented 
our afeending for fome time, neither turrets, nor mufquctrv, nor cavalry 
availing, for although the latter boily fex eral times attempted to charge, 
the flonc pavement of the courts of the temple was fo fmooth, that the 
horfes could not keep their fiTt, and fell. From the fleps of the great 
temple they oppofed us in front, and wc were attacked by fuch num¬ 
bers on both fides, that although our guns fvvept oft* ten or fifteen of 
them at each difeharge, and that in each attack of our infantry wc kil¬ 
led many with our fwords, their numbers were fuch that we (ould not 
make any efledliial impreflion, or afeend the fleps. Wc were then for¬ 
ced to abandon our turrets, which the enemy had dcflroyed, and with 
great concert, making an effort without them, we forced our way up. 
Here Cortes fhewed himfcif the man that he really was. What a defpe- 
rare engagement we then had!* every man of us was covered with blood, 
and above forty dead upon the fpot. It was Gods will that wc fliould 
at length reach the place where we had put up the image of our Lad\', 
but when wc came there it was not to be found, and it feerns that Mon- 
tczi. ma, a(!iluatcd either by fear or by devotion, had caufed it to be re¬ 
moved. We fet fire to the building, and burned a part of the temple <4 
the gods Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatcpuco. Here our Tlafcalan allies 
ferved us cfTentially. While thus engaged, fome fetting the temple on 
fire, others fighting, above three thoufand noble Mexicans with their 

pricfls 



( 2H ) 


pnefls were about us, and attacking us, drove us down (ix and even 
ten of the ftqps, while others who were in the corridores, or within fide 
thc'cailings and concavities of the great temple, fliot fuch clouds of ar¬ 
rows at us that we could not maintain our ground, w^hen thus attacked 
from every part. We therefore began our retreat, every man of us be¬ 
ing wounded, and forty fix left dead upon the fpot. We were purfued 
with a violence and defperation which is not in my power to deferibe, 
nor in that of any one to form an idea of who did not fee it. During 
all this timealfo other bodies of the Mexicans had been continually attack¬ 
ing our quarters, and endeavoring to fet fire to them. In this battle,^ we 
made prifoners two of the principal priefts. I have often leen this en¬ 
gagement reprefented in the paintings of the natives, both of Mexico 
and Tlafaila, and our afeent into the great temple. In thefc our party 
is reprefented wuh many dead, and all wounded. The fetting fire to the 
temple when fo many warriors were defending it in the corridores, rail¬ 
ings, and concavities, and other bodies of them on the plain ground, and 
filling the courts, and on the fides, and our turrets demolilhed, is con- 
fidcred by them as a moft heroic adlion. 

With great difficulty we reached our quarters, which we found 
the enemy almofi; in pofleffion of, as they had beaten down a part of 
the walls; but they ilcfified in a great meafure from their attacks on our 
arrival, fiill throwing in upon us how’cvcr ftiowers of arrows, darts, and 
ftones. The night was employed by us in repairing the breaches, in 
dreffing our wounds, burying our dead, and confulting upon our future 
meafurcs. No gleam of hope could be now rationally formed by us, 
and we were utterly funk in defpair. Thofc who had come with Nar- 
vaex fliowered malediiffions upon Cortes, nor did they forget Velafqucz 
by whom they had been induced to quit their comfortable and peaceable 
habitations in ihe ifland of Cuba. It was determined to try if we could 
not pnK'ure from the enemy a cefiation of hoftilities, on condition of our 
quitting the city; but at day break they aflembled round our quarters 
and attacked them with greater fury than ever, nor could our fire arms 
repel them, although they did confiderable execution. 
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Cortes perceiving how defperate our fitiiation was, dctcmilnctl 
that Montezuma fliould addrefs his fubjeifls from a terrace, and dcfiix? 
them to defift from their attacks, with an offer from us to evacuate 
Mexico. He accordingly fent to the King to defire him to do fo. 
When this was made known to Montezuma, he burft out into violent 
expreffions of grief faying, ” What docs he want of me now ? I ncitlicr 
“ defire to hear him, nor to live any longer, fince my unhappy fiite 
has reduced me to this fituation on his account.” He therefore dif- 
miffed thofc fent to him with a refufal, adding as it is faid, that he 
wifhed not to be troubled any more with the falfc words and promifes 
of Cortes. Upon this the Reverend Father Fray Bartholomc and Chril- 
toval de Oli w'cnt to him, and addreffed him with the moft afledtionatc 
and perfuafivc language, to induce him to appear, to which he repli¬ 
ed, tliat he did not believe that his doing fo would be of any avail, that 
the people had aireiidy ele<5l:cd another fijvcrcign, ani.1 were determined 
never to permit one of us to quit the city alive. The enemy continued 
their attacks, and Montezuma was at length pcrfiiaded. He accord¬ 
ingly came, and flood at the railing of a terraced roof, attended by many 
of our foldiers, and addreffed the people be low him, rcquefling, in very 
affeeffionate language, a cefTation of hoflilitics, in order that we might 
quit the city. The chiefs and nobility, as foon as they perceived him 
coming forward, called to their troops to defift and be filent, and four 
of them approached, fo as to be heard and fpoken to by Montezuma. 
They then addreffed him, lamenting the misfortunes of liim, his chil¬ 
dren, and family, and alfo told him that they had raifed Coadlavaca 
Prince of Iztapalapa to the throne, adding, that the war was drawing to 
a conclufion, and that they had promifed to their gods never to defift 
but with the total deftrudlion of the Spaniards; that they every day 
offered up prayers for his pcrfonal fafety, and as foon as they had refeu- 
cd him out of our hands, they would venerate him as before, and truft- 
cd that he would pardon them. 

As they concluded their addrefs, a fliow cr of arrows and ftones fell 
about the fpot where Montezuma Rood, from which the Spaniards, in- 
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tcrpofing their bucklers, protedted the King; but expcdling that while 
fpcaking to his people they would not make another attack, they un- 
guartled him for an inftant, and juft then three ftones and an arrow 
ftruck him in the head, arm, and leg. 

The King when thus wounded refuled all afliftance, and we were 
unexpectedly informed of his death. Cortes and our captains wept for 
him, and he was lamented by them and ail the foldicrs who had known 
him, as if he had been their father; nor is it to be wondered at, con- 
fidering how gootl he was. It was faid that he had reigned fcvcntccn 
years, and that he was the beft King Mexico had ever been governed 
by. It was alfo (aid that he had fought and conquered in three occa- 
(ions that he had been defied to the field, in the progrefs of fubjugating 
different ftates to his dominion. 

All the endeavors of our Reverend Father Fray Bartholome, could 
not prevail on the King to embrace our faith, when he was told that 
his W(^unds were mortal, nor could he be induced to have them attended 
to. After the death of Montezuma, Cortes fenttwo prifoners, a noble¬ 
man and a prieft, to inform the new fovereign, Coadlavaca, and hi? 
chiefs, of the event, and how it had happened by the hands of his own 
(ubjedls. He diredled them to exprefs our grief on the occafion, and 
our widi that he (hould be interred with the refpedt due to fo great a 
monarch. Cortes farther fignified to them, that he did not admit or 
acknowledge the right of the I'ovcrcign that they had chofen, but that the 
throne fliould be filled cither by a (bn of the great Montezuma, or his 
coufin who was with us in our quarters. Alfo, that we defired unmo- 
leftcd egrefs from the city, on condition of our committing no more adls 
of hoftility by fire or fword. Cortes then caufed the body of the King 
to be borne out by fix noblemen, attended by moft of the priefts whom 
we had taken prifoners, and expofed it to public view. He alfo defired 
them to obey the laft injunctions of Montezuma, and to deliver his 
body to the Mexican chiefs. Thefe noblemen accordingly related the 
circumftanccs of the King’s death to Coadlavaca, and we could hear 
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expr^!ed at the' %9it bi' 
his hoify,' Th^ with the greal^ »io^ 

IqKoe^^etKl threanetled Hf that Williiiflthe fpace 6£ two days We 
pay iisith om lives the death of their - kihg, ahd the diihoniwt^^i^'ilv^ 
goda» laying that th^ cho&n Whom*we could ftoT dt^ 

ceive, .ap we^had ddffie the>go(»j[!^l^b£i||^^ 

In ConieqtieiitiS bf the lituaddti Cot^ 

determined to'iigke 6^ the' enfutng 1j4h*%nhthei^iyi;^’4tl;:l Inisidh' 
to^rde that pirt 'of tile dty which doh^ned man^ 'hdhfih^l^hik oit'the 
firm gyound, 'thofee. to dd all’ihe'k^iuy 'we could, ahd^thltfdtliK'tiaVidry 
taking advantage of thd^;cault^3^'^oidd ride thehhemj^down^ Which 
he hoped wouldhufct^hem'tired^hf hoftHity, and induc^them to Come 
into terms. We accordingly made our fatly, and'proceeded td'that part 
of the ci^r, where, notwithfhuiding the refiflanoe and inodBint attacks 
of the enemy, we burned about twenty houfes, approaching vciy near 
the firm ground; but whatever injuiy we did them was dearly paid for 
by the lofs of twenty foldiers killed, tior Could we get pofleflion of a 
fingle bridge, all of them being partly broken, and the enemy had alfo 
made banticades and parapets to obflru€t the cavalry, in every part where 
they exposed ^ be able to a&. Thus our difficulties and troubles in* 
creafed Upon us. This fkily 1 recoUeCt took place on a thurfday; San* 
doval and many othCT good cavalry men were prefent at it; but thofe of 
Narvaez not being ufed to fervice, were timorous in cohiparifdn to our 
veterans. , 

As'our numbers diminifhed every day, whUfl^^boic df thC enemy 
increa&d, as alfo did the fury of their attackin^it t)ll"iame time that wc 
from our wounds were lefs able to make refUem^;powder being 
almoft exhaufted, our provifions and water int^Toeptt^^^^Uri^ fm^ 
good Montezuma dead, and bur prc^falr f<Ar p»ce rejedted,''^ bridg¬ 
es by which We were to retreat brdeen down,'ah^ in fine, death before 
our eyes in evCiy diredtioh^'It-'^vks determined by Cortes andt all of the 
officers and foldfCrs^ to quit the dty: during the night,, as we hoped at 
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that time to find th^cnemy^ieft alert. In ordor to |>ut them the more 
off their guard, we fent a meflage by a chief .prieff, informing them, 
that if we were permitted to quit the city unmolefled within the fpace 
of eight* days, we would furrender all the gold which wa« in our pof- 
fefTion, 

There was with us a fbldidr named Botcllo, of relpcdlable demmn- 
our, who fpoke latin, had been at Rome, and was &id to be a necro* 
mancef; feme faid he had a familiar, and others c^ed <him an affrolo^ 
ger. This Botello had difeovered by lus*figurcs and aftrologies, and had 
prcdidlicd four days before, that if we did not quit Mexico on this night, 
not one of us fhould ever go out of it alive. He had alfb foretold that 
Cortes fhould undergo great revolutions of fortune, be deprived of his 
property, and honours, and afterwards rile to a greater ftate than ever; 
with many other things of this kind. 

Orders were now given to make a portable bridge of very ftrong 
timber, to be thrown over the canals where the enemy had broken down 
the bridges, and for conveying, guarding, and placing this, were af> 
figned, one hundred and fifty of our foldiers and four hundred of the 
allies. The advanced guard was compofed of Sandoval, Azevido el Pu¬ 
lido, F. dc Lugo, D. de Ordas, A. de Tapia, and eight more captains 
of thofe who came with Narvaez, having under them one hundred 
picked foldiers, of the youngeft and moft a^ive. The rear guard was 
compofed of one hundred foldiers, moflly thofe of Narvaez, and many 
tavaliy, under the command of Alvarado and Velafqucz de Leon. The 
prifoners, with Donna Marina and Donna Luila, were put under the 
care of thirty foldiers anid three hundred Tlafcsdans; and Cortes, with 
A. de Avila, C. dc Oli, Bernardino Vafqucz dc Tapia and other offi¬ 
cers, with’ififty foldiers, compofed a referve, to a^ft wherever occafion 
fhould require. 

By the time that all this was ati^nged night drew on. Cortes then 
ordered all the gold which was in his apartment to be brought to the 
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great faloon, which l>emg done, he defired the officers of his Majdf)', 
A. de Avila and Gonzalo Mexia, to take his M.ijefly’s due, in their 
charge, aflij^ning to them for the convcyaixce of it eight lame or wound¬ 
ed horfes, and upwards of eighty Tlafcalans. Upon thefe were laulcd 
as much as they could carry of the gold which had Ixvn run into large 
bars, and much more remained heaped up in the faloon. Cortes then 
called to his fedretary Hernandez and t^hcr royal notaries and faid, 
** Bear witnefs that I can be no longer refponfiblc for this gold; here is 
** to the value of above fix hundred thoiifand crowns, 1 can Itx'ure no 
** more than what is already packed; let every foldicr take what he will, 
** better fo than that it fiiould remain for thofc dogs of Mexicans,” As 
foon as he had faid this, many ibldicrs of thofe of Narvaez, and alfo 
fome of ours fell to work, and loaded themfelvcs with treafurc, I never 
was avaricious, and now thought more of laving my life which was in 
much danger; however when the opportunity thus ofiered, I did not 
omit feizing out of a calkct, four calchihuis, thole precious Hones fi) 
highly efteemed amongft the Indians; and although Cortes ordered the 
calkct and its contents to be taken care of by his major domo, I lucki¬ 
ly fecured thefe jewels in time, and afterwards found them of infinite 
advantage as a refource againll famine. 

A little before midnight the detachment which took charge of tlie 
portable bridge fet out upon its march, and arriving at the firft canal or 
aperture of water, it was thrown acrofs. The night was dark and mif- 
ty, and it began to rain. The bridge being fixed, the baggage, artillery, 
and fome of the cavalry palled over it, as alfo the Tlafcalans with the 
gold. Sandoval and thole with him pafled, alfo Cortes and his party 
after the firH, and many other fuldicrs. At this moment the trumpets 
and Ihouts of the enemy wc|c heard, and the alarm was given by them, 
crying out, ** Taltclulco, Taltelulco, out w'ith your r^nocs! the Tculcs 
** are going, attack them at the bridges.” In an infiant the enemy 
were upon us by land, and the lake and canals were covered with canoes- 
They immediately flew to the bridges, and fell on us there, fo tliat they 
intirely intercepted our line of march. As misfortunes do not come 
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finglc, it alio rained fo heavily tHat feme of the Imrfcs were terrifyed, 
and g;rowlng reftive fell Into the water, and the bridge was broken iti at 
the lame time. Tlic enemy attacked us here now witli redoubled 
fury, and our foklicrs making a ftout leliilance, the aperture of water 
was foon filled with the dead and dyikig menrand horfes, and thofe who 
were ftruggling to cfcapc, aU hca^ together, with artillery, packs, and 
boles^eif baggage, and tliole wKb^ carried tl-ta. Mailir were drowned 
here,' and many put into the canoes and carried off fo^^ lacrifice. It was 
dreadful to hear the cries of the imfortunatc fufierersl'v^ciUing ^'for aflif- 
tance and invoking the Holy Virgin or St. Jago, while othci^ who 
by fwimming, or by clambering upon the chefts, bales of bag¬ 
gage, and4ead bodies, eamd^ly bt^ged for help to get up to the caule- 
way. jyhtny who on tlicir reaching the ground thought themfelves lafe, 
were there fehted or knocked in the head with clubs. 

• 

Away went whatever regularity had been in the march at firft; for 
Gortes and the captains and foldiers who were mounted clapt fpurs to 
their horlcs and gallO|ipcd -off, along the caulcway; nor caii I blame 
them, for the cavalry could do nothing againfi the enemy, of any.efiedl; 
for when they attacked thern, the latter threw themfelves into the wa¬ 
ter on eath^^le the caufeway, and others from the h'oufes with arrows, or 
on the ground with large lances, killed the horfes. It is evident we could 
make no battle with them in the water, and without powder, and in the 
night, what clfe could we do than what we did; which was, to join 
in bodies of thirty or forty foldiers, and when the Indians clofed upon 
us, to drive them off with a few cuts and thruffs of our fwords, and then 
hurry on, to get over the caufeway as foon as we Could. As to waiting 
for one another, that wodkd have loft us all ; and had it happened in 
the day time, things would have been cvci^ worfe with us. The efcape 
of fuch as were fortunate enough to efte^ it, was owing, to Gods mer¬ 
cy, who gave us force to do fo; for the very fight of the number of the 
enemy who furrounded us, and carried off our companions in their ca¬ 
noes to facrificc, was terrible. About fifty of us, foldiers of Cortes, 
and fome of thofe of Narvaez, went together in a body, by the cauie- 

way; 
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W4y f every now and then parties of Indians came up, calling* us Lui- 
loncs, a term of repro&ch, and j^^tempting to feize us. and we, when 
th^ caane within our reach, facing about, repelling them with a few 
thruds of our fwords, and then hurrying on. Thus we proceeded, un¬ 
til we re»:hed the firm ground neat Tacuba, where Cortes* Sandoval, 
Dc Oli, l^lcedo, Dbminguez, Ltuea; and others of the cSvalry* with 
fuch of the infantry foldiors as had croffi^ the bridge befene it was die- 
flroycd, were already arrival. When we came near them, we heard the 
voices of Sani^al, De Oli, and Dc Morla, calling to Cortes who was 
riding at their head, ^hat he (hould tdtn about, and^alTift thofc who 
\vere coming along the caufevvay, and who complained that he had 
abandoned them. Cortes replied .t|iat thoib'who had efcaped owed it to 
a miracle, and if they returned to the bridges aU would lofc their lives. 
Notvvithflanding, he, with ten or twelve of the cavalry and fomcbfthe 
infantry who had efcaped unhurt countcrmarch^d, and procecdal along 
the caufeway; they had gone however but a very fhort difhmcc when 
they met P. dc Alvarado with his lance in his hand, ludly wounded, 
and on foot, for his chefnut marc had been killed; he had with him 
three of our foldiers, and four of thofc of Narvaez, all badly wounded, 
and eight Tlafcalans covered with blood. While Cortes proceeded along 
the caufeway, we repofed in the enclofcd courts hard by Tacuba. Mef- 
fengers had already been font out from the city of Mexico, to call the 
people of Tacuba, Ezcapuzalco, and Tencyuca together, in order to in¬ 
tercept us. In confequcncc they now began to furround and harrafs us 
with arrows, and ftoncs, and to attack us with lances headed with 
the fwords which had fallen into their hands on the preceding night. 
We made fomp Attacks upon them, and defended ourfclves as well us 
we could. 

To revert to Cortes and his companions, when they learni&d from Al¬ 
varado that thqr were not to expc<5t to fee any more of our foldiers, the 
tears ran from theij^eyes, for Alvarado Iiad with him in the rear guard,. 
Velafquez dc Leon^ with above twenty more of the cavalry, and up¬ 
wards of one hundred infantry. - On enquiry Cortes was told that they 
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were all ilcsid, to the number of one hundred £lnd and more. Al¬ 
varado alfo told them that after thfe horfes had befeh killed, about eighty 
aftanblcS iil a body arid pafTed the firff aperture, upon the vkad b^ies 
and heaps of Utggagci I do n<^ pcrfaftly rccolledt if he faivi that he paf- 
fed upon fhe dead bodies, for we vl«M?e more attentive to what he related 
to Cortes ofNtlie deiiths of J.; Vclafqucz and abovj two hundred more 
L'ompantouB»' thofe of Narvaez included, who'^vre with him, and who 
weire killed at that canal. He alfo &id that at the other bridge God’s 
mercy faved them, and that the whole of the caufeway wtas full of the 
enemy. 

As to that fatal bridge which is called he leap of Alvarado, I fay 
that no foldier thought.of looking whether he leaped, much or little, 
for had enough to do to five our ow’u lives. It muft however have 
been as he ftated when he met Cortes, that he palled it upon the dead 
bodies and baggage, for if he had attempted to I'uftain himfelf upon his 
lance, the water would have been, too deep for him to have reached the 
bottom of itj and the aperture w-as too wide, and the fidcs too high for 
him to have leaped, let him have been ever fo active. For my part 
1 aver that he could not have leaped it in any manner, for in about a year 
after, when we inveilcd Mexico, 1 was engaged with the enemy on 
that which is now callctl tlic bridge of the leap of Alvarado, for they 
had 'there made brcallworks and barricades; and we many times conver- 
fed upon the fubje<5l at the fput, and all of us agreed that it could Hot 
have happened. But as fomc will infill ujion the reality of it I repeat it 
again, it coukl not have been done, and let tliofc w'ho wifh to afeertain 
it view the place; the bridge is there, and the depth of the w’atcr will 
prove no lance could reiiblt^ the bottom. There was in Mexico after¬ 
wards one Ocampo, a foldier who came with Garay, a prating fellow 
and very fifuirilous, amufing himfelf with making defamatory libels. 
Many of thofe he made upon our captains, too bad to be repeated. He 
faid of Alvarado, that he left his companion Velafqi^z and two hundred 
more, and that fear made him give that great fpring, for tliat as the fay- 
ing goes, he leaped for his life. ' ' 
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As our captains found from the information of Aharado that they 
were not to expert any*more of-our compajiions, for that the caufeway 
was full of warriors of the enemy, and if any had hitherto <j|(ppcd they 
muff now be intercepted, as we alfo found that ay the people; of tho(e 
countries were preparing to attack us in Tacuba, it was determined un¬ 
der the guidance of fix or feven of our a^s well acquainted w ith the 
country, to endeavor to reach TIafcala. . Accordingly we fet out, and 
prix:ecding by an indircdl road came to feme houfes hafd by a temple 
on a hiU. Dur>ag our march we were harrafled by the enemy, who 
threw ftones and Ihot their arrows-at us^ 1 fear to tire the reader with 
the prolixity of thofc repeated details, but I am compelled to relate what 
w'as of fuch defperate confcqucnce to us, for many of us w ere in this 

manner killed. Here we defended ourfcivcs, and took w hat care w'C 

% 

could of our wounds. As to provifions, we had none. 

After the conqueft of Mexico, a church was founded on tife feite 
of this temple, and dedicated to Nucflra Senora dc Jos Remedios, and 
thither many ladies and inhabitants of Mexico go in proccfllon, and to 
pay the nine days devotions. 

Our woumls, having taken cold and being only bound with rags, 
were now in a mifcrablc fituation, and very painful; we had alfo to de¬ 
plore the lofs of many valiant companions. As for thofe of Narvaez, 
moft of them perifhetl in the water, loaded with gold. Numbers of 
Tlafcalans alfo loft their lives in the fame manner. Poor Botcllo Joo! 
the aftrologcr! his ftars bore an evil arpe<5t for he was killed with the 
IX. . The fons of Montezuma, Cacamatzin, ,and all the other, prifo- 
ners, mongfi whorn were fomc princes,*loft,^tjheir lives on this fatal 
night. Ai! our artillery was loft, we had very few crofs-bows, only 
tw'enty three horfes, and our future profpcdlt was very melancholy, from 
our uncertainty as to the reception we might,,„mcct in TIafcala, which 
w as our only refource. 

Having drefiTed our wounds and made arrows for our crofs-bows, 
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and being inccHantly harrai^ in our prcfent we proceeded at mid¬ 
night upon our jourmy, under the guidance of fljlir faithful Tli^(calans. 
Thofe whji^wcre very badly wounded we carried between us; the lame, 
were fupported uponj^rutphes, and fome who were utterly unable to help 
themfelves on, yirere pitted upon groups qf Jbitne hories. Thus, 
with what cavalry we had able to adt^^ in. front <uui on the flanks, and 
as mstny of the infantry as wern fit to bear aims making head to the 
enemy, Va proceeded on qurmatch# our wounded Spmiards and allies 
in. the centre, the rcfl oppe^ng th^ enemy, w;ho continued to follow, 
hanrafs, and revile us, faying we were now going to meet our deftruc- 
tion. . y^ordk which wc did not at that time undcrfland. 

I vhaye hitherto forgotten to mention the fatisfa<5tion W'c had, in 
feidug Dqniia farina .and Donria Luifa rejoin us. Having crofTc^ the 
bridgCvilhtQngft the fiiiiif th(^ had been faved by the exertions of two 
of the ffirothers of Donna Luifa, all the rcfl of the female Indies hav¬ 
ing been loft there. On this day wc arrived at a great town named Gu- 
altitlan, from whence, we continued our march, harraftoi by the enemy, 
whofe numbers and bo^h^ incrcafed, infomuch that they killed two 
of our lame,:|b|die|^ ami piic^rorfe in a bad pafs, wounding many more. 
Having repuUE^ them, w'c proceeded until we arrived at fbir . villages, 
and halting there for the night, W'c made our fupper on the horfc which 
had been killed* On the next morning we fet out very early, and hav¬ 
ing, proceeded little more than a league, juft as wc began to think our- 
lcl«||.;in fafety, three of our vedettes came in with a report that the 
whole plains were cqvcrcd with the armies of the enemy. This intelli¬ 
gence ^s truly frightful aqd wc felt it as fuch, but not fo as to preyenl, 
our determination to con^^ or die, or our arranging all matters tQ«lhc 
beft efte<ft for a<ftion. 

A ludt being m.idc, ^rders w'crc given to thc,cav^lty» they 
fhould charge at half fpeed, not ftopping to make.thrufts, but pointing 
the lances at the faces of the enemy, until they were put to flight; the 
infantry were warned to thruft with their fwords, and to pafs them 
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t iear through the bociics of their opponents, fo th.it at \\c»ril we fliuulil 
fell our lives dearly, and this being done, as we faw iliat the enemy be¬ 
gan to furround us, after rccommcndmg ourlt'lves to Chxl ami the Holy 
\ irgin, and invoking the aid of St, Jago, the cavalry formed in bodies 
of fix 'cs, and the infantiy in concert whtli them, proceeded to the 
attack. 

Oh wliat it was to fee this tremendous battle! how we clofcil foot 
to foot, and with what fur)' the dogs fought us! Inch wounding as 
there was amongft us w'ith their lances and clubs and two handed fwords, 
while our cavalry, favoured by the plain ground, rode through them at 
will, galloping at half fpeed, and lx:aring down their opponents with 
couched lancc.s, ftill fighting manfully, though they and their horfes 
w'crc all wounded; and we of the infantr)', negligent of our former 
hurts, and of thofe which we now received, clofcd with the enemy, 
redoubling our efiurts to bear them down with our fword.s, 

Cortes, Dc Oli, Alvarado mounted on a horfe of one of tlic fol- 
diers of Narvaez, and Sandoval, though all wounded, continued to ride 
through them. Cortes now called out to us to flrike at the chiefs; for 
thev were diftinguinud by great plumes of feathers, golden ornaments, 
riehlv vvroiu’ht arms, and devices. 

7'hcn to hear the valiant Sandoval, how he enq|>uraged us crying 
oil?, “Now gentlemen is the day of victory; put your truft in God, 
“ we fhall furvivc for he preferves us for fome g^od purpofe.” All 
tlie lokliers felt determineil ft) conquer, and thus animated as we were 
by our Lord Jefus Chriit, and our lady the Virgin Mary, as alfo by St, 
Jago who undoubtedly aflifted us, as certified by a chief of Gua- 
timotzin who was prefent in the battle, we continued, notwitjiftanding 
many had received wounds and fome of our companions were killed, to 
maintain our ground. 

It was the will of God, that Cortes, accompanied by the captains 
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Oli, Sandoval, Alvarado, and feveral others, (liould reach that part 
of the army of the enemy which was the poft of their general in chief, 
who was diilinguifhcd by a ftandard, arms covered with gold, and a 
great penache ornamented in the fame manner. As foon as Cortes per¬ 
ceived the chief who bore the flandard, and who was furrounded by 
many others bearing alfo great penaches of gold, he cried out to Alva¬ 
rado, Sandoval, Dc Oli, Avila, and the reft, “Now gentlemen, let 
“ us charge them.” Then, recommending thcmfclves to God, they 
rode into the thickeft of them, and Cortes with his horfc ftruck the 
Mexican chief, and threti^ down the ftandard; the cavaliers who fiip- 
ported him at the fame moment cjfle^tuaUy breaking this numerous 
fx>dy. The chief who bore the ibindard, not having fallen, in the 
charge made upon him by Cortes, Juan de Salamanca, mounted on his 
good pyed ma^, purfued him, and having killed him, feized the rich 
peiuiche which he bore, and prefented it to Cortes, faying, that as he 
had given the Mexican general the firfl blow', and ftruck down his ftan- 
dard, the trophy of the coriqueft w'as due to him. 

It ■was God’s will, that, on the death of their general, and of many 
other chiefs who furrounded him being known, the enemy ihould re¬ 
lax in their dfbrts, and begin to retreat. As foon as this was perceived 
by us, we forgot our hunger, thirft, fatigue, and wounds, and thought 
of nothing but vi<ftory, and purfuit. Our cavalry followed them up 
dofe, and our alli|||, now become lions, mow'ed down all before them 
with,the arms which the enemy threw aw'ay in their flight. 

As ibon as our cavalry returned from the purfuit, we all gave 
thanks to God, for never had there appeared fo great a force together in 
that country, being the whole of the warriors of Mexico, Tczcuco, 
and SaltOQan, all detennined not to leave a trace of us upon the earth. 
The whole nobility of thefe nations were afiemblcd, magnificently 
armed, and adorned with gold, penaches, and devices. This battle 
was fought near a place named Obtumba. I have frequently feen it 
repretented in paintings amongft the Mexicans, in the fame manner as 
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1 !»avc t]jc“ other battles fought by us antecedently to the final conqiicA. 
I niulf now recall to the readers rccollc<51ion, that our entry into Mex¬ 
ico to relieve Ah^arado was on the day t)f St. John in the month ofj one 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty. \Vc entered that city with up¬ 
wards of one thoufand three hundred foldiers, cavalry included, which 
latter body was ninety feven in number, and of our infantry eighty wen- 
crofsbow-men, and as many mufqucteers. We had alfo with us a great 
train of artillery and two hundred Tlafcalan allies. Our flight from 
Mcxii o was on the tenth of July following, and the battle of Obtumb.i 
was fought on the fourteenth day of that month. 

I w ill now give an account of all our countrymen who lofl their 
lives in Mexico, at the caulcway, in battle, aiul on the road. In five 
ilays were killed and facrificed upwards of eight humlred and feventy 
loltiiers, including feventy two of thofc of Narvaez put to death toge¬ 
ther with five Caftillian women, in a place named Tuflepcquc. One 
thoufand two hundred and upwards of our allies of llafcala were alfo 
killed. Juan de Alcantara and two more, who came for the fliarc of the 
gold afligned to them, were robbed and murdered, and if wc examine 
throughout we fliall find, that all who were concerned with the trea- 
furc came to ill fortune. Thus it was with the foldiers of Narvaez, 
who perifhed in a much greater proportion than ours did, on account of 
their having followed the dictates of their avarice. 

After the battle w'c continued our march to Tlafcala, chcarfully, 
and eating certain gourds named ayotes, which we found by the way, 
the enemy only flicwing thcmfclves at a diflance, until wc arrived at a 
village where we took up our quarters in a flrong temple, and halted 
for the night, occafionally alarmed by the Mexicans, who kept about 
us as it were to fee us out of their country. From this place we to our 
great joy perceived the mountains of Tlafcala, for wc were anxious to 
be convinced of the fidelity of our friends, and to know fomething of 
our companions in Villa Rica. Cortes warned us, as we were fo few 
in number and had efcaped by God’s mercy, to be cautious not to give 
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offence; tfiis he particularly cnf'orcetl to tlic foMiers of Narvaez who 
were not fo much Iiabituatcd to difciplinc. He added tliat he hopcil 
to find our allies ffeady to us, but that if it turned out otherwife, though 
but four hundred and forty ffrong, ill armed, and wounded, we had 
vigorous bodies and flout hearts to cany us through. 

We now arrived at a fountain on the fjdc of fome hills, w here is 
a circular rampart built in old times, at the boundary of the Hates of 
Mexico and I'lafcala. Here we rcpofcil, and then proceeded to a town 
named Gualiopar, where w'c procured a little food which we were obli¬ 
ged to pay for, and halted one day. As foon as our arrival was know'ii 
in the head town of Tlafcala, our friends Maxicatzin, Xicotenga, Chi- 
chimccatccle, the chief of Guaxocingo, and others, came to fee and cm- 
bmcc Cortes and the reft of our captains and foldicrs. They wept for 
our lofles, and kindly blamed Cortes for having ncgle(5led the w'arning 
• they had given him of Mexican treachery. They then invited us to 
their town, rejoicing at our cfcape, and congratulating us on our vali¬ 
ant adlions. They alfo aftiired us that they were aftembling thirty 
thoufand warriors to join us at Obtumba. Cortes thanked, and diftri- 
buted prefents to all. They were rejoiced at ftxang Donna Marina and 
Donna Luifa, and lamented thclofs of others; Maxicatzin in particular 
bewailed his daughter, and V. de Leon to whom he had given her. 
Thus we were received by our friends in Tlafcala, where w'c repofed af¬ 
ter our dangers. Cortes lodged in the houfc of Maxicatzin, Alvarado 
in that of Xicotenga; and here we recovered froip our W'oiuids, lofing 
but four of our number. 
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TlafcaLa, July, 1520 . TranfnFlions and occurrences there. 
Foundation oj the colony of Segura de la Frontera. Subjuga¬ 
tion of the neighbouring diJlriBs by the Spaniards. 

E were thus, as I have mcntionctl, by the fricndlliip of the 
Tlafcalans, hofpitably received and entertained in their city, after our 
fatigues, dangers, and loilcs, in the retreat from Mexico. 

One of the firft things done by Cortes on our arrival was, to en¬ 
quire after the gold which had been brought there, to the value of forty 
thoufand crowns, and which was the (hare of the garrifon of Villa 
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Kici. ! Ir w as informed hy fhc Tlaft alan chiefs, and alfo by one of our 
invalids who remained there when we marched to Mexico, that the 
perfons who had been font from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their 
return, been robbed and murdered on the road, at the time we were en- 
g;igcd in hoRilitics with the Mexicans. Another caufc of uncafinefs to 
ns was, our uncertainty as to the fit nation of our countrymen at V'illa 
Rica. Letters were fent, to inform them of the events which had late¬ 
ly taken place, and defiring them to fend us what arms and ammunition 
they could (pare, and a ftrong reinforcement. We tvcrc informed by 
the return of the meflengers, that all continued well in the neighbour¬ 
hood of that garrifon. The reinforcement alfo, which had been requi¬ 
red, was immcdLittly fent. It confided of feven men in the wh(»le, 
three of whom were failors, and every one of them invalids. 'J'hcy 
were commanded by a foldicr named Lcncero, the fame who kept the 
inn at prefent called by his name. I'or a long time afterwards, a rein¬ 
forcement of Lcnccro, was a proverbial expreflion with us. 

We had now fome trouble given us by the younger -\icotcnga. 
This chief on hearing of our misfortunes in Mexico, and of our being 
in march for his country, conceived the proje<5t of taking us by liirprifc, 
and putting us all to death; for which purpofc he was very aedive in 
forming his party, and having afifemblcd many of his friends, relations, 
and adherents, he expofed to them the facility with vvhiclt it a)uld be 
done. Thefc intrigues however could not go on long, without coming 
to the knowledge of his father, who reproached him feverely for his 
treacherous condudf, afiTuring him that if it came to be know-n, it would 
cod the lives of him and all thofe concerned with him. The young 
man however perfevered, paying no regard to what his father faid, and 
the aftair at length coming to the cars of his mortal enemy Chichime- 
catccle, he immediately gave information of it; whereupon, a council 
was fummoned of all the chiefs to take the affair into confideration, and 
Xicotenga was brought prifoner before them. Maxicatzin was the ora¬ 
tor upon the occafion and fpoke at confidcrable length in favour of the 
Spaniards; he faid that profperity had attended their nation ever fince 
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our arrival amongll them. That wc had enabled them to cat (alt with 
their provifions, and that wc were certainly thole of whom their ancef- 
tors had fpoken. He then reprobated and expolcd the condudl of the 
younger Xicotenga. In reply to this, and to the difeourfe of his father 
to the fame purpolc, the young man made u(e of fuch outrageous and 
difiefpcdiful language, as induced them to feize him by the collar, and 
throw him down the fteps of the building into the ftrcct, and he very 
narrow'ly cfcaped with his life; but Cortes did not think it prudent 
in his prefent fituation to cany matters any farther. Such was the fide¬ 
lity of our Tlafcalan allies, with whom wc at this time (laid two and 
twenty days. 

Cortes meditated an attack upon the adjoining provinces of Tepe- 
aca and Zacatula, on account of the murders committed by thefe people 
upon the Spaniards, and determined to (et out upon it, at the expiration 
of the above mentioned period ; but when he came to propolc this to his 
troops, he found the univcrfal fentiment of the foldiers of Narvaez de¬ 
cidedly againft it. They thought that they never could get back fijon 
enough to their houfes and mines in the Kland of Cuba, and the (laugh¬ 
ter of Mexico, and battle of Obtumba, made them defire to renounce all 
connexion with Cortes, his riches, and his conquefts. But lieyond all 
others Andres de Ducro, his friend and companion, moft heartily cur- 
fed the day he had embarked with him in the bufinefs, and the gold 
which he had been forced to It'avc in the ditches of Mexico. They all 
totally declined any connexion with his new fehemes, and finding that 
worda did not avail them they made a requifition in form to that cfic<5t, 
Aating the infulliciency of our force, and demanding licences to return 
to Cuba. Cortes having received and read the memorial, replied to it, 
giving at leaft ten reafons for his plan, tp every one they alledged againft 
it; his own foldiers alfo addrclTcd him on the occafion, requefting him 
on no account to give permiflion to any one to depart, but that wc (houltl 
all remain together, as being moft conducive to the fcrvicc of Cotl, and 
his Majefty. At length they were obliged to acquiefee, with a very ill 
grace, and much murmuring againft Cortes, and his expeditions, and 
againft us who fupported him in them, and who as they (aid had no- 
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thing to lofc but our lives. Coitcs on hit part made them a general 
promifc, that by the next convenient opportunity he would fend then*. 
to their Ifland of Cuba. 

The hiftorian Gomara in his account of this tranfa^lion makes no 
diftindlion between us and the foldicrs of Narvaez, as if we were equally 
concerned in prefenting the memorial} and this he docs in order to en¬ 
hance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to depreciate us the true con¬ 
querors of Mexico, bccaufe we did not think it became us to bribe him 
with gifts to fpeak favourably of us, when we were thoic, and thofc 
only, w’ho fupported Cortes. And now this hiftorian would annihi¬ 
late our reputations, in faying, forfooth, that we memoriallcd!! 

It would have better become this hiftorian to attend more to mat¬ 
ters of fa<St, and lefs to his figures of rhetoric in what he writes. I 
have been aftonifhed at that part of his relation, where he aftigns the 
vidlory at Obtumba folcly to the valor of Cortes. I have faid before, that 
it was in the firft inftance owing to God*s mercy; I fay alfo that Cortes 
did eveiy thing that ought to be expeefted from a W'ife and valiant gene¬ 
ral, and that he owed his fuccefs, under God, to the ftout and valiant 
captains, and to us brave foldiers, who broke the force of the enemy, 
and fupported him by fighting in the manner we fought, and as I have 
related. What that hiftorian fays relative to his charging the general 
and bearer of the royal ftandard of Mexico is true, and it was Juan dc 
Salamanca, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, who killed him 
with his lance, and prefented the ornamented plume to Cortes; which 
plume his Majefty was afterwards plcafcd to give Salamanca iii his .coat 
of arms. Not that I am unwilling to aferibe all due honour to our Cortes; 
for I know that he deferves it; and if it was the cuftom, as formerly, to 
give triumphs to generals, he is more worthy of one than any Roman. 
Gomara alfo greatly .exaggerates the numbers of our Indian allies, and 
the population of the country beyond all reafon; for it was not the fifth 
,part of what he reprefehts it. According to his account there would 
have been more thoufands here, than inhabit all Caftille; but where 
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he has written eighty thousand we fhould read one thouiand. AIJ this 
he has done in order to make his narrative the more agreablc. In my 
hiftory I tell the truth* word for word as it happened, without looking 
to ornaments of rhetoric; for I confidcr myfcif obliged to adhere to mat¬ 
ter of fadt, and do not deal in flatteries. 

We now fet out on our march, to punifli the diftricls of Cachul.i, 
Tcpeaca, and Tecamachalco, without artillery or fire arms of any kind, 
for all had been left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force confifted of 
fixtecn cavalry and four hundred and twenty infantry, moilly armed 
with fword and target, with about four thoufand Tlafcalans. We halt¬ 
ed at night, at the dillance of three leagues from TepcJica; but the peo¬ 
ple of the place had deferted their houies on our approach. We made 
I'ome prifoners on our way, by whom Cortes fent to t^ie chiefs, to in¬ 
form them, that w’c came for the purpofc of obtaining jufticc for the 
murder of eighteen Spaniards, who had been without any caiife put to 
death in crofling their territories; and alfo to know the reafbn of their 
entertaining Mexican troops, and to warn them, that if they did not 
immediately treat with us fur pcac'e, we would make war againft them 
with fire and fword. However terrible our language was, that of their 
anfwer conveyed by our meflengers and two Mexicans, was much more 
fo; for the Mexicans w’cre elevated by their fuccefles agaitifl us at the 
bridges. Cortes treated them very kindly, and declared every wifli to 
forget and forgive the paft, but all could not do; they fent back for an¬ 
fwer, that if we did not return immediately, they would put us all to 
death and make a fcall upon our bodies. 

Upon this Cortes called a council of the officers, and it was then 
determined, that a full ffcatement of all which liad pafled fhould be of¬ 
ficially drawn up by a royal notary, whereby all the Mexicans and allies 
of the Mexicans who had killed Spanifh fubje<5ls, after having given 
obedienc*e to his Majefty, fhould be declared in a ftatc of flavery. This 
being duly drawn up and attefled, we once more fent to require them 
to come in, giving them notice of the confequenccs of their contumacy, 
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but they returned an anfwer iimilar to their former one. Both hdcs 
then prepared for battle, and on the next day we came to an a<^ion with 
them. This battle taking place in open fields of maiz, our cavalry 
fpeedily put the enemy to flight, with confiderablc lofs, though they 
made a flout refiflance; but our allies fought gallantly, and purfued them 
hotly, and we took many boys, for flaves. 

The Mexicans being thus defeated, the natives came in, to fue for 
peace ; we accordingly proceeded to the town of Tcpeaca, to receive their 
fubrniilion, and on that fpot was founded our iettlement of Segura dc la 
Frontera, the fituation being eligible, as on the road to Villa Rica, and 
in a fertile diflri<5l. The municipal officers were immediately appoint¬ 
ed, and the iron brand was made here, for the purpofe of marking thofe 
natives who were taken for flaves; they were marked with the letter G, 
for “ Guerra,^* or war. We made excurfions through the diflridt, and 
to the towns of Cachula, (where they had put fifteen Spaniards to death 
in the houles,) Tecamechalco, Las Guayavas, and many others whofc 
names I do not rccolle<flj taking a number of prifoners, who were im¬ 
mediately branded for flaves. By thefe means, in about the fpace of fix 
weeks, we reduced the people to order and obedience. 

At this period another prince of the blood royal was elcdlcd to the 
throne of Mexico, for the former one who had expelled us from that 
city, was dead of the fmall pox. The new king was named Guati- 
motzin; he was a young man about the age of twenty five years, of ele¬ 
gant appearance, vciy brave, and fo terrible to his own fubjedls that 
they all trembled at the fight of him. When the intelligence reached 
this prince of what had happened in Tepcaca, he began to be appre- 
henfive for his other provinces, ncglcfting, however, nothing that it was 
in his power to do, to induce the chiefs to continue fleady to him; and 
he alfo fent confidcrable bodies of troops to watch our movements. 

Cortes now rtxeivcd letters from Villa Rica informing him, that a 
veflcl had arrived at the port, commanded by a gentleman named Pedro 
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Barba, who was his intimate friend. He liad l)ecn lieutenant under 
Velafquez at the Havannah, and had now brought with him thirteen 
foldiers and two hories; he alfo brought letters from Velafquez the go¬ 
vernor of Cuba to Narv'acz, who was thought to In: by this time all pow¬ 
erful in New Spain, ordering him, if Cortes was not already dead, to 
fend him to Cuba, that he might be thence tranfmitted to Cadillc, fuch 
being the directions of the bilhop of Burgos. As foon as Pedro Barba 
arrived in the harbour, the officer whom Cortes had appointed admiral 
went to vifit him, taking with him in his boat a ftrong crew, with 
their arms concealed. When he came on board, he faluted Barba and 
the reft courteoufly, and enquired after the health of the governor of Cu¬ 
ba. The others in their turn enquired after Narvaez, and what had 
become of Cortes. They were told that Cortes was a fugitive with 
about twenty of his companions, and that Narvaez had eftablifhed him- 
fclf, and was in pofleffioh of great riches. They then invited Barba 
and the reft on fhore to refreffi themlelves, to which they aflenting de- 
foended into the boats, where they were bid to furrender thcmlclvcs in- 
ftantly prifoners to Cortes. They had no alternative, and were obliged 
to fubmit. The ftiip was difmantlcd, and the captain and crew font to 
us in Tcpeaca, to our great fatisfaiftion, for though we did not fuffer 
much in the field, yet continual fatigue had made us very unhealthy, 
five of our foldiers having died of plcurifics within a fortnight. With 
this party came Francifeo Lopez, afterwards rcgidor of Guatimala. 
Barba was exceedingly well received by Cortes, who was informed by 
him that he might expeeft the arrival of another fmall veflel with provi- 
fions, within the fpace of a week, which accordingly happened. On 
board the laft mcntionctl fhip came a gentleman, native of Medina del 
Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, eight foldiers, and one horfe. 
Our friends purfued the iame method with this vdlel that they had done 
with the former, and with the fame fuccefs. The party joined us in a 
few days, it being no fmall fatisfadion to us, thus to find our army re¬ 
cruiting its numbers. 


The new king of Mexico having fcnt large bodies of troops to thefe 
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provinces that were ncarell; to the SpanlHi amiy, they became very dif- 
ordcrly, robbing and outraging the people. Tiiefe provocations indu¬ 
ced tlic natives to fend four chiefs fccretly to negotiate with Cortes, of¬ 
fering to furrendcr themielves to him, provided he would give tliem 
his ailiftance to expcll the Mexicans. Cortes immediately acceded to 
the propofal, and ordered for this fervice the whole of the cavalry and 
crofsbow-mcn, under the command of Chriftoval dc Oli. A conlide- 
rablc number alfo of Tlafcalans were joined in the expedition. Several 
of the captains who had come with Narvaez were appointed to com¬ 
mand in this detachment, which amounted in the whole to above three 
hundred ibldicrs. As our people were on their march, converfing with 
the Indians, they received fuch accounts from them of the force of the 
enemy, as entirely deprived the foldiers of Narvaez of what little incli¬ 
nation they ever had for military expeditions, and made them doubly 
anxious to return to their lAand of Cuba, being utterly a\'crfc from a 
repetition of the days of Mexico, and Obtumba. They began to grow 
very mutinous, and told their chief in plain terms, that if he was dc- 
tcrminol to perfift in his attempt, he might do it by himlclf, for that 
they were all refolvcd to quit him. De Oli remonilrateti with them 
upon the impropriety of fuch conduct, in which he was fupported by 
idl the foldiers of Cortes, but in vain; he was compelled to yield to their 
perverfenefs, and halt at Chulula, from whence he wrote to Cortes, 
informing him of his Atuation. When Cortes revived his letter, he 
immediately returned an angry meflage, ordering him pofitively to ad¬ 
vance with his whole force, at all events. Wlien De Oli received this, 
he fell in a violent rage with thofc who had brought that reprimand on 
him, and ordering the whole to march immediately, declared he would 
lend back any one who heAtatcd to Cortes, to be treatoi by him as a 
coward deferved. 

When he arrived within a league of Guacacualco, he was met by 
fome chiefs, who informed him in what manner he might beft come 
upon the enemy. Having in confequence fettled his plan of attack, he 
marched againfl, and after a (harp adbion defeated the Mexican troops, 
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and put them completely to flight, with the lofs on his part, of two 
horfes, and eight wounded. Our allies this day made a gn^t llaugh- 
ter of the Mexicans, who fell back, and rallied at a large town called 
O^ucar, where were other great bodies ot their tnxjps. Here they made 
a port, fortifying themlelvcs and breaking tlown the bridges j but Do 
Oli, turned into a tiger by the reproof of Cortes, purfued them without 
halting, with as many of his troops as he could bring up. By the af- 
fiOance of his Indian friends of Guacachula, he contrived* to pafs the 
river, and falling on the Mexicans, difiK'rfcd them again, with the lofs 
of two more horfes killed; his own horfe was alfo wounded in fcvcral 
places, and De Oli himfelf received two wounds. Here he halted for 
two days after the adtion, and all the principal people waited on him, 
to fubmit as vaflals to his Majefty. Their allegiance being accepted, 
and the country reftored to peace, he returned with his force to the town 
of Segura dc la Frontera. 

Not having bt-cn on this expedition, the account I have given is 
fuch as was related to me, by thofc who xvcrc. De Oli was received 
by Cortes and all of us with great fatisfadfion; wc laughed heartily at 
him for his counter march, in which he joined with us, and fwore 
that for the next expedition he was font on, he would take the poor fol- 
diers of Cortes, and not the rich planters of Narvaez, whofe minds 
were more intent upon their houfes and eftates, than upon feats of arms j 
and who were much more ready to command, than to obey. Gomani 
lays that it was the people of Guaxocingo who gave the information to 
the officers of Narvaez; but this is abfurd, for the lall mentioned town 
was entirely out of their route, and it is exa<5lly the liune thing as lay¬ 
ing, that if wc were to fet out now from Medina del Campo to travel to 
Salamanca, we Ihould go round by Valladolid. 

While we were here, Cortes received letters from Villa Rica, 
whereby he was informed, that a vefltJ had arrived there commantlcd 
by a perfon of the name of Camargo, having on board upwards of le- 
venty foldiers, all very lickly. She was one of thefe which had been 

fent 



( *40 ) 

fent to eftabliHi a colony at Panuco, * and brought intelligence that the 
other captain who had been fent thither, named Pineda, with all his 
Ibldiers, had been put to death by the Indians; and that their (hipping 
had been burned. Camargo therefore hnding the ill fuccefs of that at¬ 
tempt, had come to Villa Rica for alTifhince, his men being afflidled 
with liver complaints, which their yellow and dropiical appearance de- 
monihrated. This officer was very well acquainted with the (ituation of 
affiiirs, and had been it is faid, a Dominican friar. Having difembark- 
ed his foldiers, he fet out with them, and arrived by flow marches at 
La Frontera, where they were kindly received by Cortes, and attended 
with as much care as we could beftow upon them, but the captain and 
many of the foldiers very foon died. On account of their morbid co¬ 
lour and fwollen bodies, we ufed to call them “ the green paunches.” In 
order to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the thread of my 
narrative, I will now inform my reader, that one after another, at dif¬ 
ferent and irregular periods, all the remains of this armament arrived at 
the port of Villa Rica. Amongft others was an Arragonian named Mi- 
gud diaz de Auz. He brought upwards of fifty foldiers, with feven 
horfesi with which he immediately joined us, being the mofl: efiedua] 
reinforcement wc had for a long time received. This Captain de Auz 
ferved very well during the war in New Spain ; it was he who after¬ 
wards had a law fuit with a brother in law of Cortes, named Andres de 
Barrios, whom wc ufed to call “the dancer.” The law fuit was about the 
divifion of Meflitan, which was awarded afterwards as follows; he had 
the furplus of the rents, beyond two thouland five hundred larowns, on 
condition of not entering upon the diflrid: for the (pace of two years, 
bccaule hp was accufed of having killed Indians there, and in other pla¬ 
ces where he had been. Another of Garay’s vcflcls arrived (hortly after 
at our port. In this came an officer named Ramirez, called by us, “the 
oki.” He brought with him forty foldiers, ten horfes, crofs-bows and 
other arms. Thus Garay continually fent us reinforcements, thinking 
thatf his colony was going on well in Panuco. All the(c foldiers joined 
us at Tcpcaca. Thofc who came with Miguel diaz ile Auz, as they 
were plump and in good condition, we named “the Sir loins;” and as the 
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foldiers of old Ramirez wore cotton armour which was very thick and 
clumfy, fo that no arrow could penetrate through it, wc calkd them 
* * the pack-horfes. 

Cortes having been thus reinforced to the amount of an hundred 
and fifty foldiers and twenty horfes, determined to puni(h the Cacatame 
and Xalacingo Indians, with feveral others who had been concerned in 
the murders of Spaniards. Twenty cavalry and twelve crofsbow-men, 
made part of the force fent againR than, the whole of which confifted 
of two hundred of the veterans of the army of Cortes, and a body of 
Tlafcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de Sandoval. Our detachment 
received intelligence that the enemy were in arms, fortified, and rein¬ 
forced by Mexican troops. Sandoval therefore arranged his plan of at¬ 
tack, firft fending to inform them, that he would pardon the deaths of 
the Spaniards, provided they fubmitted, and returned the treafure. The 
anfwcr they fent back was, that they would eat him, and all thole with 
him, in the fame manner that they had done the others. Sando\'al 
then proceeded to attack them, which he did in two places at the fame 
infiant, and notwithftanding that both the natives and the Mexicans 
fought with great fpirit, they had no better fuccefs than on former oc- 
cafions, being defeated and purfued with a confiderablc lofs. Our peo¬ 
ple after the adtion going into fomc of their temples, found cloaths, 
arms, bridles and faddics, prefented as offerings to their gods. Sando- 
val declared his intention of halting three days there, and he allb now 
again demanded from them the treafure which had been taken. They 
readily fubmitted themfelves to his Majefty, but in regard to the trea¬ 
fure, they fiiid, that it was no longer in their power, having been tnmf- 
mitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them to the g^feneral for their 
dons, and returned with his troops, having made a confiderablc number 
of women and boys prifoners, all of whom were immediately marked 
with the iron. I was not on the expedition, being ill of a fetter, and 
throwing up blood at the mouth; but I was bled plentifully, and thanks 
to Cod recovered. In confequence of the dirc<ffions given by Sandoval, the 
chiefs of thefc nations, and alfo of many others in their neighbourhood, 
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came in and made their fubrntihons to Cortes. This expedition was 
produiflivc of the very bcft effects. The fame of Cortes extended 
through all their countries, for valor and for jufticc, and he w'as much 
more dreaded and rcfpeflcd than Guatimotzin, the new fovcrcign ot 
Mexico; infomuch that his dccifion was requeued in the moil important 
litigations. The fmall pox was now fo prevalent in New Spain, tliat 
many of the g^at lords of the natives died of. it. In fuch cafes the 
cLumants to the fuccedion called on Coites for, And abided by his dcci- 
fion*, as fovcrcign lord of the country. There were at this period great 
difputcs rclativc to the lordlhips of Ozucar and Guacachula, which be¬ 
ing referred to Cortes he decided the caufe in favor of a nephew of 
Montezuma, whole lifter had married the cacique of that diftri«fl:. 

At this time Cortes lent Sandoval to punilh the people of the dif- 
tri€l; called Cocotlarj, where they liad put to death nine Spaniards. San¬ 
doval took with him thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry, with a 
ftrong body of Tlafcalans. On his entry into the diftridl he fummoned 
thefe people, holding out as ufual threats on the one hand, and invita¬ 
tions on the other, to which the Indians replied, that they acknow¬ 
ledged no other government than that of Mexico, and that they were 
very well able to defend themfelves. They had here a conliderablc force 
of Mexican auxiliaries, who encouraged them to rcliftance. As foon as 
Sandoval received this meftage he put his troops in order, and caution¬ 
ed his allies not to advance to the attack at firft, on account of their dif- 
cmlering the cavalry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by our 
troops, and then to fall on the Mexicans. Two large bodies of the ene¬ 
my were met by our aimy, in a ftrong lituationj they made a firm rc- 
fiftanoe, and before Sandoval could extricate his cavaliy from the diffi¬ 
cult and rocky ground, they had killed one and wounded nine of his 
horfes and four Ibldiers. At length having driven them from this poll, 
he advanced to their town, and there aftaulting them and the reinforce¬ 
ments which had joined them, at their poft in the temples, and large 
wafted inclofures, with'the good alfiftancx: of his Indian allies, whofe 
keennefs was increaled by the abundance of pftinder, totally defeat¬ 
ed 
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ct), ami put them to flight. Sandoval halted here for two days, during 
wliich the chiefs came in and made their fubmilTions. He demanded 
of them the property and cflciSts of the Spaniards whom th<y had put 
to death, but they replied that it was out of their power to return them, 
they having already burned the whole. They alfo faid that moil of the 
Spaniard^ they had killed were eaten, five of them having been font to 
their monarch Guatimotzin. Tlicy promifed a plentiful fupply of pro- 
viflons, apologized for what was pafled^ and Sandoval being able to do 
no more was fain to accept their fubmiflions. 

As all this country was now brought under fubjc<5lion, Cortes de¬ 
termined, with the approbation of his Majefly's officers to mark the 
prifoncis and flaves, previous to the taking out the royal fifth, and his 
own. An order was in confequence given out, that the foldiers fhould 
bring all their prifoners to an appointed place, which was a large houfe 
in the town, for this purpofl*. It was accordingly done; they amfiiletl 
of w'omen, boys, and girls of the Indians, for as to the men they were 
too troublcfome to keep, and our Tlafcalan friends did us all the (crvicc 
we could defire from them. The prifoners remained in confinement du¬ 
ring the night, and in the morning the repartition took plac-e. Firft 
the royal fifth was Icletfled, and then that of Cortes; and thus far all 
went on very well, but when the foldiers (hares came to be allotted, be¬ 
hold ! we found that fomc one had b<^n there in the night, and taken 
every handfome and good Indian that was there, leaving us nothing but 
a herd of old, ugly, and mifcrable jades. This of courfe made a great 
murmur amongil the foldiers, who loudly charged Cortes with having 
conveyed away and concealed all the valuable flaves, and the foldiers of 
Narvaez fwore they never heard of fuch a thing as two kings, and two 
fifths, in his Majefly's dominions! among the refl one Juan dc Quexo 
faid he would make it known in Caflille how they were treated, and 
another plainly told Cortes how he had abufed th«n in regard to the 
gold in Mexico, for that when the divifion was made there appeared 
only three hundred thoufand crowns in value, and when our flight took 
place he produced above feven hundred thoufand; all which had been 
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regularly attdied. And now the poor foldicr, who had worn himfelf 
to nothing with fatigue, and was full of wounds, when he had gotten 
^.gpod female Indian prifoncr, and given her cloathing and ornaments, 
faimd,that flic was taken from him! **Whcn the order was given,” 
&id the foldicr, ” Every one thought that the flaves were only put in 
“ to be marked and valued, and that each would get his own back, pay- 
.** ing the fifth of the value which flie was rated at to his Majefty, and 
** th?it Cortes was to have no farther claim on them wliatevcr.” He 
added a great deal more to the fame purpofe, but worfc than what I have 
mentioned. When Cortes heard thefe exclamations againil him, he 
made anfwer, fwearing by his confcicncc! his ufual oath, that it never 
fhould happen fb again, and he protefled that in future better regulations 
fliould be adopted. Thus with fmooth words, and fair promifes on his 
part, the aflRiir pafled over. 

But I have now fomething to mention worfe than this; it has 
been already related how in the fatal night of the retreat from Mexico, 
the treafurc was produced and all the foldiers given liberty to take as 
much as they chofc of it; hiany of thofc of Narvaez loaded thcmfelvcs 
with gold, feme alfo of ours did the fame; to a great many this coft 
their lives, and none who cfcaped with life and what they had carried 
off, but were fevercly wounded. After all this however Cortes came to 
know that in our garrifon here at La Frontera, a quantity of gold in 
bars was in circulation, and that deep gaming was going on amongfl 
our foldiers; wherein our companions had forgot the old proverb which 
fays, that “ wealth and amours fliould be kept concealed.” He iflTued 
an ord^ for all the gold to be brought in within a given time, under the 
feverefl pcMlty in cafe of difobedience, promifing, on a fair delivery, to 
return the tliird part, but threatening in cafe of failure or evaflon, that 
the whole (hould be forfeited. Many of the foldiers refufed, and from 
fpme Cortes took i*^ by way of loan; but indeed rather by main force 
t^n free will. As many of the captains and alfo of thofe who had 
ofE^s under his Majefty were poiTefTed of gold, a compromife took 
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place whereby no more was faid about the order; but it was a wry bad 
tranfadtion on the part of Cortes. 

The officers of Narvaez thought this a gooil jundlurc to renew 
their felicitations to Cortes for permiffion to return to Cuba. After 
much trouble and many efforts on their part, Cortes adented, promif* 
ing that on the conqueft of Mexico, he would give his friend Andres 
dc Ducro much more wealth than he had ever poflefled. He made fi- 
milar offers alfo to the other captains, cfpecially to Auguffin Bermudez. 
Thofc who were determined to return he ordered to be provided with 
whatever was ncceflary for their voyage, fuch as maiz, dogs faltcd, 
fowds, SePt and giving them one of the beft Ihips in the harbour, he 
wrote letters by them to his wife Donna Catalina Xuarez Marcayda, 
and to his brother in law Juan Xuarez, informing, them of ail that had 
happened; and he alfo tranfmitted to them by the fame opportunity 
feme bars and ornaments of gold. The following perfons were among 
thofe who returned to Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined 
after all their difafters. Andres de Ducro, Auguffin Bermudez, Juan 
Buono de Quexo, Berna^ino dc Quefada, P'rancifeo Velafqucz the 
hump backed, a relation of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carrafeo 
who returned afterwards to this country and lives in La Puebla, Mclehor 
Velafco, and one Ximenes who lives in Guaxaca: he went for his fons; 
alfo the commendador Leon dc Cervantes who went to bring over his 
daughters; after the conqueff of Mexico he married them to very ho¬ 
nourable connexions; one Maldonado alfo of Medellin, an invalid; not 
he who married Donna Maria del Rincon, nor the big Maldonado, nor 
the other of that name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado “thefierce,** 
who was marri^ to a lady named Maria Arias; there w'as alfo one 
Vargas whom we nicknamed “the gallant;** I do not mean the Vargas 
who was father in law to Chriffoval Lobo; Cardenas the pilot alfo went; 
it was he who talked of the two kings; Cortes gavejum three hundred 
crowns for his wife and children; with many others wjiom it would 
be too prolix to enumerate. When Cortes was remonffrated with on 
letting fo many quit us in our weak ftatc he replied, that he did it partly 
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to g«?C rid of their importunities, and partly becaufc they were not fit for 
war, and that it was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He 
fent Alvarado with them in order to fee them fhipped, and at this time 
he alfo difpatched De Ordas and Alonzo -de Mendoza to Cafliillc, with 
certain inflrudlions, the tenor of which wc were ignorant of; as we alfo 
were of what was going on in that country relative to us, except that 
the Biihop of Burgos declared us all traitors, and that Diego de Ordas 
anfwcml very well for us, and got for himfelf the order of St. Jago, 
and for his coat of arms the volcano which is between Guaxocingo and 
Chdula. But thefe affairs (hall be related in their proper time. Cortes 
alfo fent Captain Alonzo dc Avila contador of New Spain, and Francif- 
vCO Alvarez, a man of bufinefs, to make a report to the royal court of 
audience and the brothers of the order of Jeronymites -in St. Domingo, 
of all that had happened, more particularly relative to Narvaez; and 
alfo to inform them, how he had punifhed by llaveiy, thofe guilty of 
revolt and murders, and meant to purfue the fame mcafures with all 
thofe people who adhered to the alliance of the Mexicans. He alfo fiip- 
plicatcd their intcrefts in reprefenting our faithful fervices to the Empe¬ 
ror, and their fupport againff the mifreprefentations and enmity of the 
Bifhop of Burgos. 

Cortes likewife at this time fent a veflel to Jamaica for horfes, 
commanded by one De Solis, whom we afterwards called De Solis de la 
Huerta. Some will afk how he was able to lend agents to Caftille, to 
St. Domingo, and Jamaica, without money. To this I reply, that on 
the night of our retreat from Mexico, though many of our fbldiers were 
killed, yet a confiderable quantity of gold was faved, as the firft who 
paBed the bridge were, the eighty loaded Tlafcalans; fo that though 
much was lofl in the ditches of Mexico, yet all was not left there, and 
the gold which was brought off by the Tlafcalans^ was by them deli¬ 
vered to Cortes. But as to us poor foldiers who had no command, but 
were commanded, it enough for us to efcape with our lives, and all 
badly wounded too, without troubling ourfelves what was done with 
the gold, nor how much of it was brought off; and it was alfo fhrewd- 
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1y furp6<H;ed, that the treafurc which fell to the (hare of the garrilbn of 
Villa Rica, and of which thoie who were entruffed with the conv^ance 
were robbed, went after all to Old Caffillc, Jamaica and elfewhcre. 
But the, ingots of gold in the captains pockets flopped all inquiry upon 
that head. 

The ficgc of Mexico being how determined on, Cortes left a gar- 
rifon of twenty men moftly fick and wounded, under the command of 
Francifeo dc Orozco in the town of Frontcra, and proceeded with the 
reft of his force to the country of Tlafcala, where he ordered timber to 
be cut for the conffrudfion of the vcffels to command the lake of Mex¬ 
ico. The (hips were to be conffrudted under the dirciStions of Martin 
Lopez, an excellent fhipwright, and one who was moft highly fervi- 
ceable to his Majefty*s interefts here in other refpedls, bcfidcs being a 
valiant foldier. When we arrived at Tlafcala, we found that our good 
friend and the faithful ally of our Monarch, Maxicatzin, had fallen a 
victim to the fmall pox. Cortes lamented him as if he had Ixen his 
father, and put on mourning in refpe(51: to him, as did many of our 
captains and fbldiers. As there was fomc difpute in regard to the fuc- 
ceilion, Cortes fettled that it fhould be with the legitimate fon of our 
friend, as he had defired at his death; a fhort time previous to which, 
having fummoned his family into his prcfence, he had ftri<lStly cnjoiiied 
them never to quit our alliance, as we were undoubtedly thofe who were 
dcilined to rule that country. The other chiefs of that nation oftcred 
their afTiftancc in providing timber, and alfo to aid us in the war againfl 
the Mexicans. Cortes received their propofals with every mark of at¬ 
tention and gratitude, and at that time propofed to one of them, the eh 
der Xicotenga, to turn chriftian; to which he readily affented, and 
was baptized in great ceremony by the name of Don Lorenzo de Var¬ 
gas. 


Our fhipwright Lopez managed his buiinefs fo well, that in a few 
days he had all his timber cut, fhaped, and marked for each particular 
part of the veffels. He was ailiiled by a good foldier named Andres 

Nunez, 
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Nunez, and by old Ramirez the carpenter, who was lame with a wound. 
Cortes obtained froni the port of Villa Rica the iron work, fails, and 
othor neccHaries to equip the vellels; and he alio ordered to be fent to 
him what fmiths were there, amongR others, Aguilar, of which name 
there were three amongll us, but this wi^ the man we called “the iron- 
mauler.'* As pitch was wanting, and was unknown to the natives of 
thole countries, he ibit four failors to thi; pine woods of Guaxacingo, 
which -fre very coniiderable, to obtain a fupply of that article. Some 
curiou^perfons have afked me, why Cortes lent Alonzo dc Avila who 
was ib valiant a captain on an alHiir of negociation, when he had men 
of .buiinefs fuch as Alonzo .de ^ado, and Juan de Cacercs the rich, and 
Others whom they have named to me. To this I reply, that Cortes 
lent Avila becaufe he was a brave man, and would not be afraid to fpeak 
out on any nccefl&ry occafion in order to obtain juRice; and therefore, 
to avoid being oppofed and thwarted by him, and to give his 
company to Andres dc Tapia, and his office of contador to Alonzo dc 
Grado, Cortes chofe to lend him upon bulinefs to St. Domingo. 

Now that the timber of the veflcls was all ready for the dock yard, 
and that thofc who came with Narvaez no longer moleiled us with their 
fc^s and furmifes, there was great difierence of opinion amongft us on 
the fubjedt of eAablilhing our port, in order to prepare for the inveft- 
ment of Mexico. Some ftrongly recommended Ayotcingo as moil con¬ 
venient on account of the canals, others, arnongft whom was Cortes, 
as ftrongly iniifted on the degibility of Tezcuco as moft advantageous 
for making incuriions upon the Mexican territoiy. The decidon being 
at length foir Tezcuco, juft as wc were ready to march wc were inter- 
riqjted in our movements for an inftant, by intelligence that a veffel had 
arrived at Villa Rica from Europe and the Canary Iftands, loaded with 
military ftores, merchandiie, and hories. It was commanded by one 
Fjancifco Medel, but the owner of the property, who came with it, 
w*s :onO Juan dc Burgos. There were alfo on board thirteen foldiers. 
We were in high fpirits on receiving this intelligence, and Cortes hav¬ 
ing fent c^ers to purchafe the whole dirgo, we loft not a moment in 
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fetting fonvarJ on our route for Tczcuco, after wc were joined by the 
people who came on board the veiTel. Amongft thefe were one Juan 
del Efpinar, afterwards a very rich man, one Sagredo uncle to the wo¬ 
man called LaSagreda, in the Ifland of Cuba, and a Biicayan namedMon- 
jaraz, uncle to two of that name who were foldicrs with us, and father 
to the handl'omc woman who afterwards came to Mexico called La 
Monjaraza. This man. never was in any expedition or engagement with 
ns, always pretending to be fick, though Ik; mid^ no opportunity of 
boading of his valour. When we befieged Mexico, he (aid h%would 
fee how the natives fought, for he had no opinion of their bravc^'. 
Me accordingly went to the top of a very high temple like a turret, and 
no one ever could tell how it was, but certain Indians killed him on 
that very day. Thofe who had known him in the Idand of St. Do¬ 
mingo faid, that it was God’s judgment on him for having had his wife, 
a good, honourable, and beautiful woman, put to death, by the perjury 
of fall'c witnellcs’. 


Kk 



CHAPTER II. 


March of th^ Spaniards to befiege Mexico, December zWi. 

1520. Invejlment of Mexico, May ^oth, 1521. Siege of 
city, and fnal con^uept Axsgvjh 1521. 

On the day after the feaft of the nativity, wc t forward towards 
Tezcuco with our full force, and accompanied by ten thoufand of our 
'llafcalan allies. On the fame night wc halted in a part of the territory 
of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place fnoplying us with provifions. 
The next night wc halted at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having 
made a march of about three leagues; wc found here a very Icvcrc cold. 
Early the next day we afcemlcd the mountains, the bad roatls througli 
which were made more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of.trces, and 

•»S, ' 

the like, which required the utmoft exertions of our allies to remove. 
P^rtxxiKhng, thus however with much regularity and precaution, we 
reached the fummit, a company of mufqueteers and crofsbow-mcn being 
in our front, and oiu; allies clearing the way for the cavalry. Dcfccnd- 
ing a little, wc came to that part from whence we difeover the whole 
extent the city, lake, and plain of Mexico, with all its towns riling 
as it were out of the water, and here we returned tlianks to God for per- 
nutting its again to behold this city. 

» ... 

We now obferved figiials made by fmoke in the different places 
towards Mexico, and a littk; farther on we fell in with a body of the 
enemy who were poffed at a bad pafs, whve a broken, wooden bridge 
crbffed a deep water cut. Wc foon drove them from thence, and paf- 
fcd over without difficulty, the enemy contenting themfelvcs with Ihout. 
ing at us from a diffaincc. Our allies pillaged as they vAt along, con¬ 
trary 
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trary to the %iclinat[on of Cortes* who was not able to reftrain thiimi. 
We halted for this night at a foWn in the territory of Tczciico, which 
the inhabitants had abandoned. We had got intelligence by jbmeJVIex- 
icans we made prifoners in the kft'ikirmilh, tliat kFgc bodies of the 
enemy waited for us in front; but it .afterwards appeared that they had 
foparated, in confequence of feuds*: and sfNkeidrn (Civil War which exiil- 
cd between the Mexicans and thofeof Tezcuco. 'Tl««^all poxr allb, 
whic h was at the fame time very deftru^livc in the country, contributed 
in a confidcrablc degree to prevent their armies from ali^bltng. 

On the next morning we again fet forward on Our march for iTcss* 
cuco, which was dillant about two Teagues; but we had proceeded a 
very Hiort dilVancc, Ix'forc one of our patrolcs cariic to its with intelli¬ 
gence that ten Indians were on the road, with figris of peace. The 
whole of the country alfo through which we marched exhibited ewry 
fign of mofi jxrfcCl tranquillity. Whei. thefe Indians arrived, we found 
that they compofed an embaffy, conlifting of feven chieftains of Tezeu* 
CO. A golden banner borne upon a long lance was carried before them, 
and when they came near us the banner was lowered, and they bowed 
their bodies. Addrefling Cortes in the.name of their lord CoQ^va^,. 
the prince of Tezcuco, they then requefted to be received under our 
protedlion, inviting us to their city, and prefenting to us, as a token of 
peace, their golden banner. They utterly denied having wiy part in the 
attacks with which we had been threatened, and requefldd’^thait no injury 
might be done to their city by us or our allies. Three of embaf- 
fadors were perfonally known to moft of us, for they were relations of 
the good Montezuma, and captains of his ^ardr." ' 'Cortes eameftiy re¬ 
queued the Tlafcalan chiefs to prevent their ^people from pillaging, 
and his wilhes were ftri^tly attended to, excepting' only in the article 
of provifions. 

It clearly appeared that this embafly was ^ pretence; never- 
thelefs the emballadors were alTured that every protedibn Ihould be af¬ 
forded to the country, but were at the fame rime toldj^ that it could not-' 
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be unknown to them, how, above forty of the Spanisrds «Bd two hun- 
dred of our allies wdre put to death within their territories, when we 
retreated from Mexico. For the lofs of lives Cortes faid no reftitution 
could be made, but the goki and other property, they might return. 
They in reply threw the blame upon the prince wh o had fuccccdcdMon- 
and, who they faid rcceiveil the fpoil, «nd facriheed the prifo- 
ners. - Cortes therefore found that little was to be got from them, and 
we proceeded to a village in the outikirts of Tezcuco, named Guatinchan, 
CMT Huaxutlan, where we halted for the night. On the enfuing mom- 
iitg'We airrived at Tezcuco, and immediately remarked that neither wo- 
men^r children, were to be feen, and the men appeared as if the}’ were 
meditating fome mifehief againll us. We took up our quarters in fomc 
buildings which coniiiled of large halls and enclofed courts, and receiv¬ 
ed orders not to quit them, and to be very alert. Alvarado, Dc Oli, 
and fome foldicrs whereof I was one, then afeended to the top of the 
great temple, which was very lofty, in order to notice what was going 
on in the neighbourhood. We obferved that all the people were in 
movement, carrying off their chiyren and efrc< 51 s to the woods, the reedy 
borders of the lake, and to a immber of canoes colledted for the pitr- 
'Cortes now .wiflicd to ieize the chief who had lent him the cm- 
bafly, but found that he had fled to Mexico, with many other perfons 
of rank. We polled llrong guards for the night, and as in fo large a 
city there are many diilerent parties and factions, and thole perfons who 
■iVcrc adyer^ to the prefent chief having remained, Cortes on the next 
morning for them, and enquired into the Hate of their government. 
"Hicy allure^ him that their prefent chief, Cocoivatzin, was an ufurper, 
having murdered his elder brother Cufeuxea, and was fuppoitoi only by 
the prince then on the throne of Mexico, and whole name was Guati- 
motzin.. Tlwy pointed out the youth who was the right heir, and who 
was immediately conducted into the prefence of Cortes, by whofe order 
ho was baptized with much folminity, being called after his godfather, 
Don Hernando Cortes i after which. Jte was appointed lord of Tezcuco. 
Cortes in order to retain him in our holy faith and in the intcrells of 
Spain, and allb to inllruA him in our language, ordered three perfons to 
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attend upon him; Amh<»iio de Villarocl marH^ to the handfome I&bel 
de Ojeda, a batchcUor named Efcobar captain of Tezcuco, aqd Pedro 
Sanches Farhin, a good foldicr-, married to the worthy and hoiidiable 
lady Maria dc Eflrada. Cortes then required of him a number of Indi* 
an labourers to open the canals, in order to bring his veflels to the lake. 
He alfo explained to him his plan of attacking Mexico, to whi<ih the 
young prince odered aHiftance to the utmod of his power. 

Our captains were at this time aligned their different pods, in cafe 
of a fudden attack* upon our qmrters., the reigning prince in Mexico 
frequently fending out his troops upon the lake, in expedbition of tak¬ 
ing us unprepared. Some neighbouring people, whole didri(d is called 
Cuatinchan, and who had been guilty of offences in the murders of our 
countrymen, now petitioned for, and obtained pardon. The work up¬ 
on the canals went on mod rapidly, as wc never had Icfs than from (even 
to eight thoufand Indians employed. 

Guatimotzin now upon the throne of Mexico, was lord of Izta- 
'palapa, the people whereof were bitter enemies to us, and our declan^ 
allies of Chaleo, Talmalanco, Mecameca, and Chimaloacan. As wc 
had been twelve days in Tezcuco, fo large a force caufed fomc fcarcity 
of provifions; idlcnefs had alfo made our allies grow impatient, and for 
thofe rcafons it became ncccflary to take the field. Cortes therefore pro¬ 
ceeded towards Iztapalapa at the head of thirteen cavalry, two hundred 
and twenty infantry, and the whole body of our Indian confederates. 
The inhabitants had received a reinforcement of eight thoufand Mexi¬ 
cans, and as we approached, they fell back into the town. B^t this 
was all a concerted plan; they then fled into their canoes, theljfels by 
the fide of the lake, and alfo to thofe houfes which were in the water, 
where they remained quietly, leaving us in pc^IHfioiv of that part of the 
town which was on the firm land. As it was now night wc polled our 
guards, and were repofing contentedly in our quarters, when all on a 
fudden there came on us fuch a body of water by the flrects and into 
the houfes, that if our friends from Tezcuco had not called to us at tbit 

moment. 



motiyinl, .wc Hpuld all drowned j for the enemy had cut the 

t^ks of tltt canals, ahd alfo a caufew^, wh'eirel:^ the place was laid 
uhder water as'it ww initentaneoully. *' As It happened two of our al¬ 
lies only ^Ipft thdr lives, but all oUr powder was deftroycd, and we 
were lid to'cfcape with a good wetting. We palled the night badly 
cnb^pl^being fuppcrlefs, and vciy cold'j Sut what provoked us moll 
wai'®?laughter and ihdckings of the itidians upon^hc lake. Worfc 
thari""^ia;1»wever happened to us, for ii»%ebodies rlim the garrifon of 
M^iC6^ who knew of tl^ plan, croflfed the water and fell on us at day 
bnak'With fuch violet^ that it was with difficulty-we could fullain 
their attacks. Tlwy kdlcd one of our horfes, and 

wbuhdtd a great numy. Our allies' allb fuficred a conliderable lofs on 
this occalion. The enemy being at length beaten off wc returned to 
Tezcuco, in very bad humour, having acquired little fame or advaii- 
tage by our expedition. 

Tu'o days after our return from our lall expedition, the people of 
three neighbouring dillri<Sls, viz Tcpetezcuco, Obtumba, and another 
which I do not recolIe< 5 l, fent to foliicit pardon for the oflfenees they had 
cohim^ed, exculing thcmfelves, by allcdging the commands of Coad- 
btvtca.' Cortes making a merit of neceffity ^vc them a free pardon, 
knowing very well that he was riot in a lltuation to do otherwile. The 
people alfo ofiihat place called Venezuela, or liittlc Venice, who had al¬ 
ways bOenat tnmity with the Mexicans, now follicitcd our alliance; a cir- 
ckmffiam highly ufcful, from the lituation of that town within the lake; 
and thty 'jpromifed allb to bring over their neighbours to us. 

was foon'received, that large bodies of Mexican troops 
had fatkri upon the diftridls in alliance with us, the inhabitants of which 
bbjng afraid to’remain at home, were flying to the woods or to our 
qUaiters for protcblion. Corte9« ordered but twenty cavalry and two 
hundred infiuitr}% twenty three mufqiictcers and crofsbow-men included, 
and talcing Alvarado and'De Oli with him, proceeded tbrire towns of 
Guatinclian, and Huaxutlan. The reports appeared to have founciition, 

but 



( 2j5 1 


but the real caufe of contention was, the crop of Inviian corn on the bor¬ 
ders of the lake, which was notv fit to reap, and from which tlw: peo¬ 
ple of Tczcuco and the others fupplied our provilions; but the Mexicans 
alfo laid claim to it, and it appeared that the produce of thefe Adds went 
to the priefts of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform him when they 
thought it neceffary to cut the corn* and accordiifjgly, at that time, a 
body of one hundred or upwards (tf our fdldiers, attended by the allies 
went out to covey^w. reapers. 1 was twice on that had one 

fmart fkirmifli. ’ipime Mexicans crofled over in upwards of a thoufand 
canoes, and attacked us in the maize fields, but we and our allies, drove 
them back to their boats, with the lofs of one foldier of our’s killed, 
and many wounded. They fought like men, and left behind them 
twenty dead, and we alfo took five prifon^. At this time other neigh¬ 
bouring diAridts folicited our alliance. 

There were two places, named Chaleo ?ind Talmalanco, of fomc 
confequence, as being between our army and Tlafcala. I'licy were now 
poflefled by the Mexican troops, and though Cortes had fcvcral peti¬ 
tions for protedlion, he thought it ncceflary above all things, immedi¬ 
ately to diflodge thefe Mexicans, that fiich of his allies as wiflicd it 
might return home, and alfo in- order to obtain his fliip timber from 
Tlafcala. He therefore font a force for this purpofe under Sandoval and 
De Lugo, confifting of fifteen cavalry and two hundred infantry, and 
he gave thefe officers orders to break completely the Mexican force, where¬ 
by we fhould obtain a clear communication with Villa Rica. Our allies 
of Chaleo were fccretly informed of our intention, in order that they 
fhould be ready to fuppcxrt us. Sandoval had put tcii jof his party in the 
rear as a guard, and to prote <51 the allies who were returning honic with 
his detachment, and who were loaded with plunder. I'hc Mexicans 
fell upon them on their march with confidcrable impreffion, owing to 
the weaknefs of the rear guard, of which they killed two, and wound¬ 
ed the reft; and although Sandoval inftantly flew to their relief, the 
Mexicans contrived to reach the lake. Sandoval cenfured the people in 
the rear for this^. throwing the whole blame on them; he then put the 
‘ Tlafcaiaos 
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TIafbalans in feciirity, and having fcnt the letters with which he was 
intruded to the commandant of Villa Rica, in which Cortes ordcrctl 
him to fend what reinforcements he could to Tlafcala, there to wait un¬ 
til it fhould be afeertained that the route from thence to Tezcuco w'at. 
clear, he difmiRcd the allies to their province, and returned to Chaleo, 
which dillriift he had reafon to apprehend was filled with the troops of 
he Mexicans. 

On his road he was attacked in a plain covdplipw ith maize and 
maguey, by a body of the enemy who wounded ievefal of his party ; 
the cavalry drove than to a difiance, after which he purfued his route 
to Chaleo. Having i!nfi>rmed the principal people of this place of his 
intention to march to Tezcuco on the enfuing day, they informed him^ 
of their determination to go with him, and for the following reafon. 
Their lord was lately dead of the fmall pox. He had on his death¬ 
bed recommended his fons to the protcd:ion of Cortes, being convinced 
that \vc were thofc of whom their anceftors had propliefied, w'hen they 
faid that men with beards fliould come to govern them; and he there¬ 
fore enjoined his fons to receive their dominions from the hands of our 
chief. Sandoval accordingly marched for our head quarters, bringing 
with him the young lords of Chaleo, who experienced a moll gracious 
reception from Cortes, and they prefented him with ornaments of gold 
amounting in value to about two hundred thoufand crowns. Cortes 
divided the di(hri€t between them, giving Chaleo and the larger part 
to the dder brother, and Talmalaiico, Ayocingo, and Chimalcan, with 
other places, to the younger. By fomc Mexican prifoners Cortes lent 
a mella^ to the reigning prince in that city, couched in the moll in¬ 
viting and amicable terms, in order to induce him to come to an accom¬ 
modation; but Guatimotzin w^ould not hear them, and pafilled in the 
moft adlivc hollility againft us. Frequent complaints came to us at 
this time of the incurfions made by the enemy upon our allies of Gua- 
tinchan and Huaxutlan, in the neighbourhood of the lake, tipon the 
old caule of'the fields fown for the fer\'icc of the Mexican temples; in 
iconfequence of which, Cort^ being determined to put a Hop to thcle 
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inroads, and marching with a ftrong party for that purpofc, came up 
with the enemy at tlic diftance of about two l«igiics from Tczcuco, and 
fo completely broke and ddeated them, though with no very confidera- 
ble lofs on tlicir fide, that they did not (how thcnvfclves there again. 

As it was rcfolvcd to lofe no time in^the grand objc6t of our entcr- 
prife, Sandoval attended by twenty of the principal people o^i* Tczcuco, 
marched with a detachment of two hundred fddiers of the infantrjs 
twenty murquctcdll? and crofsbow>mcn included, and fifteen cavalr>', 
from Tczcuco, in order to bring the timber to con(hru(fl our (hips on the 
lake of Mexico. Before they fet out, Cortes eifBx^ed a reconciliation be¬ 
tween the Tlafcalans and the Indians of Chaleo, who had long bam 
hoftile. He gave dire(Sl:ions to Sandoval, after he had left the chieftains • 
of Chaleo in their owm town, to proceed by a place named by us Puebla 
Morclca, the inhabitants of which had robbed and put to death up¬ 
wards of forty of our foldicrs, who were on'their march from Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, when we went to the relief of Alvarado. Sandoval 
had orders to inftid: an exemplary punilhment on them, not that their 
guilt was more than that of the people of Tczcuco, who were the lead¬ 
ers of the buiinefs, but bccaufe they could be punilhed with lefs incon¬ 
venience. The place was put under military execution. Some few of 
the inhabitants were made prifoners, and when Sandoval enquired of 
them in what manner they had dellroyed the Spaniards, they informed 
him that they were fallen on by the troops of Mexico and Tczcuco, by 
furprizc, in a narrow pafs where they could only go in (ingle file, and 
that it was done in revenge for the death of Cacamatzin. Not more 
than three or four of thefe people loft their lives, as Sandoval Iiad pity 
on them. In the temples were found many traces of the blood of our 
countrymen upon the walls, their idols were befmeared with it, and wc 
found the (kins of two of their faces with their beards, drelTcd like lea¬ 
ther, and hung upon the altars, as w'ere alfo the (hoes of four horfes, 
together with their (kins very well drelTed. The following words were 
found written upon a piece of marble fixed in the wall of one of the 
houfes. “ Here was taken the unfortunate Juan Jufte, with many 
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“ others of his companions.** This Juftc was a gentleman ivho came 
with Narvaez» and iervtd in the cavaliy. Thefe lad remains filled the 
minds of Sandoval and his party with rage and grief, but there w'as no 
jpollibility of obeying the dictates of their feelings, for the men were all 
dedf . ahd the women and children bewailed their fate in the moftaflfc<5l- 
ing terms. Sandoval therefore lent them to their hulbands and fathers, 
whom thS^ induced to come in and fubmk. In anfwer to the queftions 
put to them relative to the gold, they declared that it had all been claim¬ 
ed by the Mexicans. Sandoval now continual his march to Tlafcala, 
and when he came near the capital of that country, he fell in with a 
Vaft body of Indians employed in tranfporting the timber, and condiufl- 
cd by Chichimecatecle, and our Ihipwright Martin Lopez. The order 
'thelc people came in was as follows. Eight thoufand men carried the 
timber ready Ihapal for every part of the thirteen veflels, eight thoufand 
more followed as a guard with their enfigns and arms, and a third bo¬ 
dy of two thouHind, as a relief, and with provilions for the whole. 
Several Spaniards joined us with this elcort, and alfo two great TIafcalan 
chiefs named Teulcticlc, and Tratical. The enemy appeared only in 
fmall bodies at a diftance, but it was thought ncccflary to ufe much 
precaution, conlidering the extent of the line of march, and the danger 
of a furprife. Sandoval font fomc of his troops in front, and polled 
others on the Hanks, while he remained at the rear guard with the Tlaf- 
calans, to whom he aHigned that poll. This arrangement gave their 
chief, Chichimoratecle, great offence, but when he was informed that 
it was there the Mexicans were moll likely to attack, his pride became 
pacified. In twq days more the whole body arrived at Tezcuco, in 
great triumph and pomp, the allies wiring their linell habits and great 
■ plumes df feathers, with dmms, horns, and trumpets, founding. Thus 
they continued marching into our quarters, without breaking a file, for 
• the fpacc of full half the day, Ihouting out, **Callilla! Callilla! Tlafca- 

la I Tlafcala! live his Majelly the Emperor.** 

% 

' Out timber bcit^ all now laid ready at the docks, in a very Ihort 
time, by the great cxei^ions of Lopez, |he hulls wexe completely finilh- 
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cd; but we were obliged to keep the Ari(5leil guard, as the Mexicani 
Tent three parties to endeavour to fet them on fire. 

! ' 

The Tlafcalans wer^ anxious to be fent on fome cnterpnie,;;^d 
Cortes indulged them by declaring his intention to march on 
ing day to Saltocan. a town which had negledkcd our fummons to^ .a 
fubmilTion. For this purpole he ordered two hundred and fifty infan¬ 
try and thirty cavalry, the whole of the Tlaicalans, and a body of the 
warriors of Tczcuco. He appointed the captains Alvarado and Dc Oli 
to ad; under him, and having left the poft of Tezcuco, where it was 
always ncccflar)’- ** to have the beard upon the (houlders,** under the care 
of Sando\'al, and ordered Lopez to have the vefiels ready to launch with¬ 
in the fpace of fifteen days, he fet out witK the above force upon his 
expedition. When he approached Saltocan, he was met by large bodies 
of the Mexican troops, whom the cavalry drove to the woods. The 
troops halted for the night in fome villages, in a country thickly inha¬ 
bited. They were kept very alert, for it was known that the enemy 
had a confidcrablc force in Saltocan j and a body of Mexicans had been 
fent thither in large boats, and was at this time concealed in the deep 
canals of the neighbourhood. 

On the enfuing day, at the commencement of the march, our 
troops were aflailed by the enemy, and fcveral were wounded, without 
our cavalry having it in their power to retaliate, on account of the num¬ 
ber of canals. • The only caufeway* which led to the town on the land 
fide, they had completely inundated, and our mufquctry was of no cf- 
fe<A againft the enemy in their canoes, being fo well guarded by ftrong 
fereens of timber. All this contributed to give our people a difguft to 
the expedition. Some Indians of Tczcuco who liad joined our army, 
at this time pointed out a pafs to one of our foldiers; upon which, our 
j>coplc put themfelves into march, and under the direiftion of their guide 
crofled the canals and waters, and at length reached the road whicli led 
to the tow'n, Cortes with the cavalry remaining CMfi the other fide. Our 
troops advanced againfl the town, and made a confidcrablc flaugliter of 
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the Mexicans, driving the remainder, and the natives of the place, to 
their boats. They then returned to Cortes, with a conhdcrable booty 
of flaves, mantles, fait, and gold. We loft one foldicr by this expe¬ 
dition. 

' On the enfuing day Cortes marched againft a large town called 
Culvatitlan, through a very populous country. We found the place to 
which we marched totally defcited, and here we halted for the night. 
On the enfuing day we proceeded to another large town called Tenayuco, 
but which we named the town of the ferpents,. on account of the enor¬ 
mous figures of thefe animals which we found in their temples, and 
which they worfhipped as gods. This place wc alfo found tieferted, 
and we proceeded a league farther to that which we called the town of 
the gold-fmiths. This place w'as alfo defcited, and our troops march¬ 
ed half a league farther, to Tacuba, our foldicrs being obliged to cut 
their w'ay through confidcrable numbers of the natives. In this towm 
our troops halted for the night, and on the next day they were aftailed 
by bodies of the enemy, who had fettled a plan to retreat by their caufe- 
ways, in order to draw us into an ambufcadc. This in part fucceeded; 
Cortes and our troops purfued them acrofs a bridge, and were immedi¬ 
ately furrounded by vaft numbers on land and in the water. The cn- 
fign was thrown over the bridge, and the Mexicans were dragging him 
to their canoes, yet he efcaped from them with his colours in his hand. 
In this attack they killed five of our fuldiers, and wounded many. Cor¬ 
tes perceived his imprudence, and ordered a retreat, which w'as eftctled 
with regularity, oui people fronting the enemy, and only giving ground 
inch by inch. Juan Volante, the enfign who fell into the lake, had a 
jealoufy with one of our foldiers, Pedro de ireio, about a certain woman. 
The latter in order to aftront him ufed fome abufivc language, which 
Volante did not deferve, being a veiy valiant gentleman, as he had 
fhown on that and many other occafions. Cortes halted here for five 
days, and then returned to Tczcuco, the Mexicans hanralfing his march ; 
but having been once defeated in an ambufeade which Cortes laid for 
them, they defifted. When our troops arrived at head quarters, the 
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Tlafcalans, who had enriched themfclvcs by plunder, were anxious to 
go home, which Cortes readily gave them pcrmiflioii to do. 

During four days after this expedition, the Indians of feveral neigh¬ 
bouring dillridls came in with preients and declarations of fubmi/Iion. 
Cortes received all in good part, although he knew very well that they 
' had been concerned in murders, difmiiling them with promifes of pro¬ 
tection. Other applications of a more embarralfing nature were alfo 
made at this time, for the nations in our alliance came with painted re- 
prefentations of the outrages committed on them by the Mexicans, and 
requeuing fuccour. Cortes was hardly able to grant them alTiilancc, 
from the ftatc of our army, which, excluiive of our lofs by killed and 
wounded was grow'n very unhealthy. He however promifed them his 
fupport, bnt told them to rely more on their own exertions, and that 
they (liould be aflifted by the neighbouring people of our alliance. For 
this purpofe he gave them letters of furnmons to the rcfpcClive diftriCls; 
to ailemblc againll the common enemy. The different dilfridts having 
ailcmbled their forces, met the Mexicans in the field, and had an action 
with them, in which they exerted themfclvcs with fuccefs. The pro¬ 
vince of Chaleo however was an objeCt of more importance; the poflef- 
lion of that country was requifite for our communication with Villa Ri¬ 
ca and Tlafcala, and for the fubfiftence of our troops, as it was a corn 
country. It was much harnifled, and therefore Cortes fent Sandoval 
with about two hundred and fifty of our troops, cavalry and infantry, 
accompanied by what few of our Tlafcalan allies remained with us, and 
a company of thofe of Tezcuco, to clear it of the enemy. 

On the twelfth day of March, one thoufand five hundred and twenty 
one, after hearing mafs, Sandoval fet out, and arrived in the difirid: of 
Chaleo. On the enfuing morning he reached Talmanalco, where he 
received information that the Mexican force wa’s poJfted at a large town 
called Guaztepeque. The warriors of Chaleo accompanied our troops, 
who halted for the night at the town of Chimalcan. On the next morn¬ 
ing Sandoval ordered the crofsbow-men and mufqueteers to attack the 
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enemy in the broken ground, and forming the cavalry into fmaU divi- 
tions of three in front, dirc^ed them to charge as foon as the firing had 
made any imprefbonj thofe who were armed with fword and buckler 
be formal in a compact body as a selerve. Advancing in this order, he 
fhoitly perceived the Mexicans in three large battalians or columns, and 
founding their warlike mufic. As icon as Sandoval perceived their dif- 
pofition he thought proper to give up his original plan, arid to break 
the enemy by a charge of cavaliy. ^tting himfclf therefore at the head 
of this body of trcK>ps, he attacked them, crying out ** St. Jago for us! 
comrades* 1^ on!’* The main body of the Mexicans was partly broken 
by the charge, but th^ immediately clofed and fronted again. The 
ground was much in their favor, fo that Sandoval faw it was abfolutcly 
ncceflary to drive them from this poft, into the open ground in their 
rear. For this purpofe he ordered the mufquetecrs and crofsbow-men 
to engage them in the front, and the troops armed with fword and tar¬ 
get to turn their flanks, and he gave dire( 51 ions, that at the proper time, 
the cavalry fliould<fall on the enemy by a flgnal. He alfo now ordered 
our allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops at lafl: forml them 
to retreat j they fell back however no farther than to a fccond ftrong po- 
fltion, nor could SandoVal with his cavalry do any confiderable execution 
among them. Here wc loft Gonzalo Dominguez, whofe horfe fell 
with him, whelireby he died in a few days. He was much regretted, 
for we eftcemed him to be as brave a foldier as De Oli or Sandoval. 
Our army having broken the enemy again, purfued them to the town, 
where they were fuddenly attacked by at Icaft fiftan thouiand frcfti war¬ 
riors, who attempted to furround them; but our troops falling on both 
their flanks, the whole faced about and fled, endeavoring to rally behind 
fome works which they had conftrud:cd. They were however fo clofe- 
ly followed that they had not time to do fo, and were driven compleatly 
withinfide the town. Sandoval then thought it neceffar}'^ to give his 
foldiers fome repofc, and as a confiderable fpoil of provifions had fallen 
in tlic wa) of the troops, they* began to prepare their dinners, during 
which'time the patrolcs came galloping in, crying **To arms! the enc- 
“ my are coming!” There was hardly a moments interval until they 
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were prepared, and advancing againft the “enemy, they met them in an 
open fpace, and had a Ifevere ikirmiHi, after which the enemy fell back 
behind their works ; but Sandoval attacked them with fuch impetuofij^ 
that he drove them completely away, forcing them to evacuate 
town. 

In this place was a very magnificent and extenfive garden, in 
which Sandoval took his Quarters for the night, and cerUinly it was a 
beautiful one to behold; it contained a number of large and handfome 
buildings, and fuch varieties that it was truly admirable, and fit for the 
refidcncc of a great prince; nor had our foldiers time to fee the whole of 
it, for it was above a quarter of a league in length. 1 was not in this 
action, being very ill by the wound of a lance, which 1 received in my 
throat at the affair of Iztapalapa, the marks of which I carry to this day t 
but I faw the garden about twenty days afterwards, when 1 accompa¬ 
nied Cortes. Not having Ijcen on this expedition for the reafbn I have 
before afligned, as I was then almoft at death’s door, I do not in my 
narrative fay we, and us, but they, and them; but notwithilanding 
that, all is true to the letter as i have related it, for the tranfadlions of 
an expedition are immediately known in quarters, nor is there any op¬ 
portunity of adding to, or diminilhing the truth, as is fometimes the 
cafe elfewhere. 

Sandoval thought it a good time to fummon all the neighbouring 
difi:ri< 5 ls to fubmifiion, which hfe accordingly did, but with very little 
effedb, thofe of Ac-apiftlaii, efpecially, anfwering by a defiance. This 
made our allies of Chaleo uneafy, as well knowing that they and the 
Mexicans were only waiting until the return of the Spaniards, in order 
to fall upon them. For feveral reafons it was necefifary therefore to hum¬ 
ble thefe people, but a great difference of opinion cxiffed on the fubjedb. 
Sandoval was adverfe to any new expedition on account of the number 
of his wounded, and the foldiers of Narvaez were adverfe, bccaufe they 
difliked rifques of any kind; but our allies were for it, and Captain 
Luis Marin, a wife and valiant officer, ftrongly fiipported them. As 
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the diftance was but two leagues Sandoval acquiefoed. When he advan¬ 
ced, the enemy attacked him with their miiTiIc weapons, and after 
wounding feme of his men, returned to their ftrong poft in the town. 

t allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to the attack, in which 
Spaniards were obliged to (hew them the way, and difmounting 
fome of the cavalry, and leaving the reft in the plain to guard the rear, 
they advanced againft the place, which they entered, having a number 
wounded in the afeent, and amongft others Sandoval himfelf. But if 
the Indians were tardy before, they made up for it now; the Spaniards 
not having the troul^e of putting the enemy to death, it being entirely 
faved them by their allies. Indeed our countrymen thought their time 
employed to much better purpofe in fearching for gold, or making good 
female prifoners, than in cutting to pieces a parcel of poor wretches 
who did not any longer defend thcmlelves. They frequently blamed 
the cruelty of their allies, and faved many Indians from them. Gomara 
fays that the Spaniards fuffered thirft here becaufe the w’ater was not to 
be drarik, on account of the quantity of blood with which it was dif- 
coloured ; the fadt is, that many of the wounded Mexicans did come 
from the rocks and ridges down to the water in making their cfcapc, 
and it was difcoloured the length of time that it wt)uld take to lay an 
Avc Maria, but as to our people fuffering thirft on that account, that 
muft be untrue, for there were feveral fountains of the fineft water, in 
the town. 

After this fuccefs Sandoval retuffted to Tczcuco, with a number of 
Haves and confidcrablc fpoils. Giiatimotzin the reigning prince of Mex¬ 
ico was enraged when he heard of the hoftilities committed againft him 
by his own people of Chaleo, and determined to inftitft immediate pu- 
nifhment. He now fent acrofs the lake twenty thoufand of his w arri- 
ors in two thoufiuid canoes, to wafte the province with fire and fword, 
fo that at the very moment when the brave Sandoval had arrived at head 
quarters, and before he could make the report of his expedition to the 
general, there arrived exprefles from Chaleo ftating their being in a more 
defperate iituation than c>?er. This put Cortes in a violent paflion with 

Sandoval, 



C ) 

tor kinv lhat hc had been the cau-fc of tliis misfortiiiae^ ami 
tiiut, witijo.ut him out, when be came to wail upon himi hd 

commatiUi i; in:, ir.ii .iu aturn. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that 
hc was unwonli.;y by Cortes. However hc was obliged to rfc- 

turn to Chaleo. Or. l.i> ..rrival hc found the bufinefs entirely over, 
for the people of that provint c liad fummoned their allies, and re-pulled 
the Mexicans, fo that our countrymen returned with the prifoners to 
head quarters. Cortes was delighttd when he heard the event, but San¬ 
doval woiiKi not fpcak to him. The general made every apology, and 
protefted that the whole was owing to a miftakc, however, it is iinnc- 
ceflary to fay any more upon the fubjc<a:, as they fhortly after became as 
good friends as ever. 

At this time, according to a general proclamation, the Indian (laves 
were brought together in order to be marked. The reader is already 
acquainted with the tranfadlions at Tepcaci. It was if poUible worle 
now at Tczcuco. Firfl there was a fifth for his Majcfly, then another 
fifth for Cortes, and then the fliarcs of the captains. What was word, 
mod of the good female flaves had difappeared during the night! it h.id 
been promifed that they fliould be rated, and the proprietor chargal ac¬ 
cording to the value; but the royal officers or commiflarics valued them 
as they thought proper, fo that the poor foldicr fell from bad to worfe. 
'I'he confcqucncc of jthis Avas, that in future, to avoid lofing them thus, 
the foidiers concealed their Haves or pafl'ed them as fervants and not pri¬ 
foners of):ivar, and thofe w'ho were in favor with Cortes brought them 
to Iki marked privately and paid the value to him. Thofe flaves who 
fell to the lot of fuch mafters as treated them ill, or had tlic name of do¬ 
ing fo, immediately/deferted and were no more to be found; but the 
owners always remained debtors for fo much upon their value in his 
Majefty’s books, fo that many were in debt more than their (hare of 
prifage of gold could pay off. 

At this time arrived a (hip, with arms and gunpowder, from Old 
CaAillc, in which came Julian dc Aldcrctc treafurer for the crown; hc 
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iris from Torde^las, ^ Wtt'iUb Orddna the elder, who, after the con- 
brought over fiv€ <?augh'teft’ w married very honorably. 

A'1>Krthcr of the order of St. F^rancis Wfo «ame; he was named Fra Pe¬ 
dro Malgarcjo de'Uirl^; He .’brought with him a number of bulls of 
our lord St." Peter, in order to compoie our confcicnccs if we had any 
thing to lay to our charge on account of the wars. The reverend father 
made a fortune in a few months, and returned to Caftille. Anthonio 
Carajaval who now lives in Mexico, though very old, Geronymo Ru¬ 
iz <ic 14 Mora, one Briones, who was about four years afterwards hang¬ 
ed in Guatimala for fedition, Alonzo Diaz dc la Reguera now living in 
Valladolid, and many others came by this veflel. We now learned that 
the Bilhop of Burg<^ had no longer any power, his Majefty having 
been difpleafed with his condutSt ever f nee he knew of our eminent fer- 
vioes. Another mclfage arrived at this moment from Chaleo for a/lif- 
taui^ againft the Mexicans, upon which Cortes gave his promife that 
he would immediately march thither, although the brigantines were 
now ready to launch, and the foldicrs were anxious to begin the liege 
of Mexico. 

• Cortes, leaving the town of Tezcuco to the care of Sandoval, fet 
out after mafs, upon his expedition, to clear thediftn€l: of Chaleo, and 
reconnoitre the country adjacent to the lake, on friday the fifth of April, 
one thoufaiid five hundred and twenty one, at the head of three hundred 
infantry, twenty crofsbow-men and fifteen mufqueteers included, and thir¬ 
ty cavalry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcuco and Tlafcala. 
The general was accompanied by the treafurer Alderete, P'ray Pedro 
Melgarcjo, the captains Alvarado, De Oli, and Tapia, and in this ex¬ 
pedition I alfo went. The firfi^night we halted at Talmanalco, and on 
the next day reached Chaleo, whither Cortes fummoned all the chiefs, 
and informed them of his intention immediately to attack Mexico, re- 
■ quiripg their allillancc, which they mofi readily promifed. On the 
next day, Cortes continuing his march, arrived at the town of Chimal- 
acoaii, in the fame province, whw: above twenty thoufand warriors 
had allembled to meet us. From the time of ray firft arrival in this 

country. 



( *^7 ) 

country, I never had fecti fo many of our allies in one body. Th<y were 
thofc of Chaleo,. Guaxqcingo, Tlafcala, Tczcuco, and other places, 
and they certainly were attra^ed>by the hope of fpoil, and a voracious 
appetite for human flelh, juft as the fcald crows and other birds of prey 
follow our armies in Italy, in order to feal on the dead bodies after a 
battle. 

Wc here received intelligence, that the Mexican forces and their al¬ 
lies of that neighbourhood, were ready and in the Held. Cortes there¬ 
fore warned us to be alert, and early the next morning after mafs, as wc 
proceeded on our march, our route being between two ridges of rocks 
the fummits of which were fortifted ^d garrifoned, the enemy endea¬ 
vored by outcries and reproaches to draw us to an attack; but wc purfii- 
ed our march, by a targe town named Guaztepeque, which we found 
abandoned, and pafting through, we arrived at a plain where were fdme 
very (canty fountains of water, and hard by was a great rock with a for- 
trefs on the fummit. Wc obferv'ed it to be filled with troops, who fa- 
luted us on our approach with fhouts, (howers of ftoncs, and arrows,' 
by the firft difeharge of which they wounded three of our foldicrs. Cor¬ 
tes then ordered us to halt, and obferving that the Mexicans feemed to 
defpife us for not attacking them, he fent a party of cavalry to examine 
the rock. On their return they told the general, that no part feemed to 
them fo acceflible as that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us 
to afeend, Enfign Chriftoval del Corral with the colours leading us, and 
Cortes with the cavalry remaining in the plain to protect the rear. 

When wc began to afeend the mountain, tl^ Indians threw down 
large mafles of rock, and it was dreadful to fee them roll among us, and 
a wonder how any of us efcaped, as they bounded over us. The order 
was a very inconfidcrate one, and very unlike a wife captain.' OnCv^pl- 
dier though he wore a helmet was killed at my foot; he never uttered a 
word; his name was Martin Valcnciano, As wc continued to afeend, 
the ftones ftill came rolling down upon us, and two more foldicrs, one 
named Gaipar Sanches, nephew to the trcafuicr of Cuba, and the other 
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named Bravo, were tltc next who loft their lives, and immediately after, 
Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, and two more knocked down. Moil; of 
the reft received wounds, but ftUl we alcendcd. 1 was at that time .an 
adfive young man, and followed clofc to our enfign, taking advantage 
of the concavities that we found from time to time in tlie rock. Corral 
was wounded in the head, his face covered witli blood, and the colours 
tattered to pieces. “ Oh fignor Bernal Diaz del Caftillo’* faid he to me, 
•“ here is no advancing; remain under cover, for it is as much as I can' 
“ do to keep my hold, and preferve myfelf from falling.’* Looking 
downward 1 at this time perceived Pedro Barba capt;un of the crofsbow- 
mcn, with two foldicrs, climbing up as we had done under the cover 
of the proje<flions in the face of the rock. I called to him not to ad¬ 
vance, for that it was impofllblc to climb much farther. He replied 
in .lofty terms, that I (hould defift from talking, and proceed on. 1 
was a little piqued at this, and exerting my utmoft activity, mounted to 
a conlidcrablc diftance higher, telling him .1 (hould (cc how he would 
do. At tills moment a (liowcr of large rocks came down, and crulhed 
one of the foldicrs who were with Barba to death; after having (een 
which he did not ftir a (tep. Corral called out to thofc below’ dcliring 
them to report to the general the impolFibility of proceeding, and that 
even the defeent was f^ull of danger. When Cortes was informed of this, 
for he could not fee us on account of the inequalities of the rocks, and 
undci^ftood that moft of us were wounded and many killed, a circum- 
ftance which he could the readier believe from having had three of the 
cavalry killed on the plain by the rolling down of the maftes of rocks, 
feven alfo being wounded in the fame manner, he gave (ignals for us to 
defeend, which we accordingly did," in a very bloody and bruifed con¬ 
dition, leaving eight of our party dead. 

Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during this time, con- 
^led in differenj.'places, in order to fall upon us when we w’crc enga¬ 
ge in the attack, for it was a concerted plan. They now (hewed 
themfelves, and ad\anccd againft us; we attacked them in the plain and 
drove them to forae other ridges of rocks, and advancing through nar¬ 
row 
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row paflcs like roads between them, we found another very ftfohg for- 
trefs Hmilar to that we had juft been repullcd from. Wc no# dcliilbd 
fur the preftnt, and returned to our former portion, in order to procute 
water, the men and horfes not having drank during the whole 
Wc found fome fpringb at the foot of the rock, but the numbers of the 
enemy had drained them, and left nothing but mud. Wc then pro¬ 
ceeded to the other fortrel's which wc had obferved; there was a dif- 
tance of about a league and a half between the two. Here, in a grove 
of mulberry trees wc found a fountain, but very Icanty of water, and 
under thell* trees wc halted for fome time. At the foot of the rock 
whereon the fort was, ftood a fmall village. The people above began 
at our approach to flioot at us, and appcartxl in much more conliderable 
numbers than in the former place, and their lituation was fuch that no 
(hot from us could take eftet^t upon them. For fome diftance froni the 
level ground, there was an appearance of paths up the rock, but it al¬ 
together prelcntcd extreme difficulties.. 

On the enfuing day wc attacked, our principal body climbing the 
rock very (lowly and with great fatigue, nor could wc have ever afeend- 
cd to the works, for they were wounding and deftroying us by rolling 
down mafles of rock on our heads, but that fortunately for us there was 
within ftiot of the poft another iixrk which commanded it, and to this 
all our fire arms and citofsbow-mcn were detached; and although they 
were rather too for off to have much eflfcift, yet having killed feveral of 
the enemy over their ramparts, it threw them off their defence, and they 
offered to fubmit. Cortes called for five of their chiefs to defeend, and 
repa-hending them for having been the aggreflbrs, he told them that he 
would pardon them on condition that they induced thofe who were in, 
the other fortrcfs to give themfelvcs up, which tlicy undertook to do. 
Cortes then ordered the two captains Juan Xaramillo and Pedro de ireio, 
and the enfign. Corral, to afeend to the fort which had been furrenderni, 
bidding me accompany them, and he at the fame lime warned us not to 
touch a fingle grain of maiz. I'his expreftton I con(tdcred as implying 
that we (hould do ourfehes what good W'c had in our power. VVe 
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fdund it to coniift of an pkiil on the fummit of a perpendicu¬ 

lar rocki the entmnoe was hy an apbture not much larger than twice 
of tlK* mouth of an ovenu' It was completely filled with men, 
Women, and chiidrehi hut they liad not a finglc drop of water, anda.bout 
twer^ of their wafrio« were killed, and many wounded. Their pro¬ 
perty was all packed up in bales, and here was alfo a conifiderable tri¬ 
bute, odiledied in order to be fent to Mexico. I had brought four of 
my .ihdi^ fervants with me, and began to load them, and alfo four of 
the natives; upon which Captain De ireio came and told me to lay down 
theW^cks ^immediately, or he would report me to the general, afking if 
I had not heard his orders not to touch a grain of maize. I replied that 
1 had heard the orders that the maize (hould not be taken, and that was 
tlic reafon why I took the packages; but he would not fuffer any of it 
to.i^» and on our return reported me to Cortes, cxpe<5ting that I fhould 
iedi^e blame; but Cortes Was not fo difpdfbd, faying on the contrary, 
th^ he was fbrry I had not got the ipoil, and that the dogs fhould keep 
their property, and laugh at us, after all the rfiifchicf which th^ had 
done. De Ireio on this wifhed to return thither; but Cortes told him 
that the time did not then admit of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived 
from the firft fortrefs, the garrifon of which agreesd to fubmit, and we 
returned, beii^ compelled by want of water, to the town of Guaztepe- 
que, where was the noble garden I ‘have before mention^. In this 
gaUrden our whole force lodged for the night; I certainly never had feen 
one of fuch magnificence, and Cortes and the treafurer Alderetc, after 
thty had walked through and examined it, declared that it was admira- 
hl<^i. and equal to any that th^ had ever feen in Caftille. 

•Oh the enfuing day we marched, for Cuemabaca. The Mexicans 
who were in that town came out and attacked us, but we defeated and 
drove them to a town named Tepuztian, which we took by furprife, 
making a great bcx»ty of Indian women, and other fpoils. Cortes fum- 
hipned the chiefs three or four times, to fubmit, and on their refuial to 
and in order to firike teiror into others, fet fire to about one 
half hf the houfes. Atethis time the chiefs of a diihri<5t named Yauh- 
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tepequc came w^t on Cortes an^ make ,t|ieir, fubmiflion. 
next day we arrived at the large ^wn of Ci^nabaca, or CoacQay^* |n 
a very ftrong iituation, on account of^^. deep ravine hy a riyu^ 

which runs at the depth ojf at lead/ofiy feet, although th^m 
much water, and which precluded all atxefs to the town except bj^ 
bridges, which the inhabitants had broken upon our approach^ Cortes 
however being informed that about half a league higher up was a 
palTagc pntaicable for the cavalry, went thither with them, and 
we all iearched for pallcs, and at length d^fcovq^ed ,9 yciy dangerous 
one, over fomc trees which hung acrofs fi;om the twp pppoiite tides of 
the ravine. About thirty of us, and rasmy /nafealans, ouf way 

over, by the help of thofc trees, with great difficulty, three fell info the 
water, and one broke his leg. It was indeed a truly frightful attempt; 
I for a time entirely loft my fight, from the depth and danger. We 
who got over, falling on the flank and rear of the enemy uncxpctftcdly, 
and being juft then joined by part of our cavalry who had crpfled a 
bridge which was not entirely deftroyed, now drove the enemy from 
this poft, to the neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town we foujn^ 
confiderablc property, and here we were again lodged in a large garden, 
belonging to .the lord of the diftridl. A deputation of twenty of the 
principal Indians waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoftilities com¬ 
mitted, the blame of which they threw on the Mexicans, oftcring to 
fubmit thcmfclves and obferving, as I recoiled:, that their gods had 
been permitted by ours to puniffi them. . 

Suchimilcco, the objed of our march, is a large city on the frdli 
water lake, in which moft of the houfes are built. As it was late when 
we fet out from Coadlavaca, and the weather exceffively fultry, our trwps 
fuffered dreadfully from the want of water, not a drop whereof was to 
be met with on our route. Our allies fainted on the road in numbers; 
one of them died, and alfo one of crur foldiens. Cortes feeing the dif- 
trefles of the army, halted under fome pine trees^ and font a party for¬ 
ward to feck for rehef. When I faw tlrem about to fet off, my friend 
Chriftoval dc Oli being one of them, I brougl^ three of my Indian fer- 
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vanM with me, antit;^^cd the |»rty, , wh^h obferving, 

halted ii|. order |6 qnake tpe; ri^um, bu|,| was rcTolvcdr and De Oli 
laft jdlented, telling. ttic4 to %ht my way. About half a 

lea^e.ip wfcre Ic^ villages on |!;he fide of a ridge. The cavaliy' 
went thither ahd i^und wsiter in the houfes, and one of my iervants 
brought me.fr«nn thence a h^ge jar, which they life in that country, full 
of watcf. J[ then determined to return, for the inhabitants of the village 
had bcgun.to take the alarm. I .found Cortes juft fetting forward on 
his march^ and gave, him and the captains a hearty draught each out of 
the jar,, which my forvants carried very well concealed, for thirft con- 
fiders itlelf before any one.. We arrived at the villages and found water, 
thougjlt not much,] tlic fun was then near fetring, and our cavalry came 
in and reported that the whole country was in movement againft us; we 
therefore halted here. I was on the night guard, and recolIe<ft that it 
was. very windy and rainy. Several of our iMdiers were taken ill with 
inflamattons in the mouth and throat, from eating a fpecies of thiftle or 
articlioke, to quench their tlnrft. 

* ii' 4, • 

l^rly the next morning we purfued, our loute, and about eight 
o’clock arrived at Suchimikeu. 1 can give no idea of the number of the 
enemies troops which wxre gathemi here, they were in fuch vaft bodies. 
They had broken down the bridge which was in fronti and fortified 
thcfol^vcs with parapets and pullifades; their leaders were armed w'itli 
1 words W'hich they had taken from us in the fatal night of Mexico, and 
which they had polifiied and made very bright. The attack lafted for 
hoiif ah hour at the bridge. Some of our people palled the water by 
fwimming, aiid feme loft their lives in it. What was worft, fcvcral 
bodies fell on our flanks and rear. When our cavalry had got on firm 
ground, with the lofs of two more of our foldicrs killed, we drove them 
before us, but a reinforcement of at Icaft ten tljoufand Mexicans juft then 
aiy|yed, and received the charge of our cavalry, four of whom they 
woMpded. Here the good chefnut horfc which our Cortes rode tired 
under .him amongft a croud of the enemy^ who pulled or knocked the 
general down, with the iixlention of taking him alive; more crouds now 
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gathacd about him, and wore hurr)'ing him oft', but a body of mir 
Tlafcalan allies headed by the brave Chriftoval dc Olca came to his ref- 
cuc, and remounted him, though he was Icverely wounded in the head. 
Olea alfo received three defperate wounds from the fwords of the 
enemy. 

As all the ftreets of tlu- town were full of Mexican troops, we 
were obliged to di% idc into bo«.lics and fight feparately; but thofe who 
were neareft, knowing by the outcry and noife that it was very ferious 
in that part where Cortes commanded, hurried thither, and found him 
with about fifteen of the cavalry in a very embarrafled fituation, among 
the canals and parapets. We then forced the enemy to give ground, 
and brought off our Cortes and Olea. On firft paffing the briilge, 
Cortes had ordered the cavalry in two divifions, to clear our flanks. 
At this time they rcturneel to us, every one of them woumled, and re¬ 
ported that the numbers were fuch that their efforts were unavailing. 

We were in an cnclofevl court, drelllng t)ur wounds with burnt 
oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, w'hen the cavalry came in; and in 
a ffiort time after, fuch a volley of arrows came among us that very few 
efcaped unhurt. Wc now, together with the cavalry, lUllied out among 
the enemy, and iifed our fwords to fuch cfict‘t that they left a confulc- 
rable number behind them on the ground; our lofs being, one man and 
two horfes killed. Having now a little breathing time, for the enemy 
dcliffed from their attempt to ftorm our poft, Cortes brought his troops 
to the large enclofurcs where were the temples of the Indians, and fomc 
of our party going to the top, which commanded Mexico and the whole 
lake, perceived above two thoufand canoes coming from the city againfl. 
us full of troops. A body of ten thoufand men alfo marched on the 
land fide, to attack us on that night, and another body of ten thoufand 
was in readinefs as a relief. All this wc learned from five of the cliicf'. 
whom wc made prifoners. Wc pc^ffed llrong guards at thofe pJacc.s 
w here the enemy were to difembark, the cavalry were in rt*adinc(s to 
att upon the roads and firm ground, and conftant patrolcs were kept 
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going during the night, I and ten more foUiers were poAcd as a guard 
upon a wall of lime and ftone, which commandctl one of the landing 
places. While we were on the watch, we heard a noife which we knew 
to be occafioned by the approach of a party of the enemy. We were 
prepared, and beat them off, fending one of our foldiers to make a re¬ 
port to Cortes. The enemy returned in a very fhort time, and attack¬ 
ing us again, knocked down two of our party, and then drew off to 
attempt a landing at another place, which was a fmall gate upon a deep 
canal. The night was very dark, and as thefe people arc not accuftom- 
cd to fight tiuring that fcafon, it appeared that their two armies fell into 
confufion, and contrary to the orders they received, formed in one body, 
making at leaft fifteen thoufand men. 

I muff now’ fpcak of myfelf, not meaning it how'cvcr in the way 
of boaft. When our report reached Cortes, he came to us with ten of 
the cavalry, and as he approached without fpeaking, 1 challenged, 
“ who goes there?” ami getting no anlwcr, 1 and my comrade, one 
Gonzalo Sanchez a Porliigiiefe of Algan'c, fent three or four fhots at 
them. Cortes knowing our voices obferved to thofe with him, that 
this poll required no viliting, for we w’ere two of his veterans. He 
then remarked to us that our flation was a dangerous one, and turning 
about without faying any more, he continued his rounds. I aftcrw'ards 
heard that one of Narvaez’s foldiers was w'hippcd for negligence on this 
pight. 

Our powder being all exhaufted, Cortes ordered us to prepare a 
good Iforc of .arrow’s, which we were employed during the night in 
heading and feathering, under the dire<5tions of Pedro Barba the captain 
of the crofsbovv-men. At day break the enemy attacked us, but with¬ 
out much fuccefs; for we killed fcvcral of their leaders, and took many 
of them prifuners, with the lofs of but one Spaniard killed. Our ca¬ 
valry who had advanceil, fell in with the Mexicans, and not being 
ftrong enough to attack them, fent back for afTiftance; on which the 
whole of our force fallied out. We charged and defeated the enemy, 
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and made fcvcral prifoncrs, wlio informed us of the plan of the Mexi¬ 
cans to wear us out by inccflOint attacks. We therefore determined to 
quit that place on the enfuing day. In the interim, our troops and 
allies having intelligence of the wealth which was in the town, got 
fome of the prifoncrs to point out to them the houfes that contained it, 
the approach to which was by a caufeway with fmall bridges over the 
canals, for they ftood on the frefli water lake. From thefe they return¬ 
ed loaded with cotton cloths and other valuables, *and this example in¬ 
duced otltcrs to follow it. Unfortunately, while thus employed, a body 
of Mexicans in canoes came upon them, and wounding many, feizeJ 
four foldiers of the company of Captain Dc Monjaraz, alive, and hur- 
lying them into their vcfT'els, carried them to Mexico in triumph. From 
thefe men Guatimotzin the King of Mexico was informed of the fmall- 
nefs of our numbers, and our great lofs in killed ami wounded. After 
having queftioned them as much as he thought proper, he commanded 
their hands and feet to be cut off, and in this lamentable condition font 
them through many diflridts of the itcighbourhood, as a funplc of what 
he expcdled to do by us all, and after having thus exhibited them 
through the country they wcic put to death. The enfuing morning 
afforded opportunity for frclh attacks upon us, as had been regularly 
the cafe for the four days during which we ftaid in Siichimclco. 

Previous to our march, Cortes drew his troops Ip an open place a 
little out of the town, where the market was held. Here he funned us, 
and then made a fpccch, wherein he dwelt upon the dangers we had to 
go through in our retreat, -and the great bodies of the enemy that waited 
us on the road; for which rcafon, he ftrongly infilled on the iicccfilty 
of leaving all the luggage behind; but we replied that we w'crc men 
able to defend our properties, our perfons, and his alfo; and that it 
would be very paltry in us to abandon what we Jiad acquired. When 
he faw our determination, he put us in order for the march, the bag¬ 
gage in the center, and the cavalry forming the advanced and rear guard; 
and it was protedted allb by our crofsbow-mcn, for as to our mufquctry 
it was ufclefs from want of pow'dcr. The enemy attacked us u]>on our 
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Tctrcar, piirfuing us as far as Cuyocan. There were in this neighbour¬ 
hood cinders of towns, each of confiderablc magnitude, built in the 
water, at the diftance of two leagues from Mexico, and about a league 
and an half from each other. They amounted to above ten in number. 
It was the inhabitants of all thofc who had joined together at this time 
to attack US; their names were Suchimcko, Cuyoacan, Chohuilubufeo, 
Iztapalapa, Coadlavaca, Mcfquiquc, and othirs. We halted for two 
days at Cuyoacan, w^ich we found abandoned, attending the wounded, 
and making arrows for our crofsbows. On the third morning we 
fet out upon our march for Tacuba, and were attacked as ulual, but 
our cavalry drove the enemy to their ditches and canals. 

Cortes at this time determined to lay an ambufeade, and accordingly 
fet out with ten of the cavalry and four fervants. He foon fell in with 
a party of Mexicans who fled before him, and imprudently prefllng 
them too far, a large body of their warriors flarted out upon him, and 
in their firfl attack wounded all the horfes, and getting two of the at¬ 
tendants of Cortes in their hands, carried them to Mexico to be facrifi- 
ced, the reft having a moft narrow cfcapc. Our main body reached the 
heail quarters at Tacuba with the baggage in fafety, and not hearing 
any thing of Cortes or his party of cavalry, we fufpedted fome misfor¬ 
tune. Alvarado, De Oli, Tapia, I, and fome more therefore went in 
fcarch of him, towards that part whither we faw them go, and we 
foon met two of his fervants, who infonned us of what had happen¬ 
ed. In a fliort time Cortes came up to us; he was very fad, and 
weeping. 

When we arrned at our quarters at Tacuba it rained heavily, and 
we remained under it for two hours in fome large cnclofcd courts. The 
general, with his captains, the treafurer, our reverend father, and ma¬ 
ny others of us, mounted to the top of the temple which commanded 
all the lake, and afforded a moft furprifing and pleafing fpcdtaclc, from 
the multitude of cities rifing as it were out of the water, and the innu¬ 
merable quantity of boats cmploj'cd in filhing, or rapidly palling to and 
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fro. All of us agreed in giving glory to God, for making us the in- 
ftruments of rendering fuch ferviccs; the reverend lather alfo confoled 
Cortes, who was very fad on account of his late lofs. When we con¬ 
templated the fccnes of what had happened to us in Mexico, and which 
we could well trace from where we ftood, it made Cortes much more 
fad than before. It was on this that the romance was written which 
begins, 

“ In Tacuba was Cortes, with many a gallant chief, 

“ He thought upon his lofles, and bowed his head with grief. 

One of our foldicrs, the bachelor Alonzo Perez, who was afterwards 
fiftal near Mexico, in order to confole him, oblervcd, that thole things 
were the common fortune of war, and that they could not at prcfenl 
compare him to Nero viewing Rome on fire. Cortes anfwcred that he 
was only fad from the reflcdlion of the dangers and fatigues that we 
fliould have to go through, but that he w'ould fliortly put his hand to 
the bufinefs. Our captains and foldicrs now confuhtd, whether it would 
not be eligible to take a view of the caufeway, but it was thought not 
prudent, and we continued our march by Efcapuzalco, which was 
abandoned, to Tenayiica, W'hcrc, in the great temple, they worlhippcd 
three ferpents. From this place, which was alfo abandoned, we pro¬ 
ceeded to Guatitlan, and during the whole days march it never cealed 
raining; whereby, together with tlie weight of our arms, we came in 
dreadfully fatigued. 

The enemy gave us fomc alarms in the night, during which it 
rained heavily, no watch being kept by us on account of the feverity of 
the weather, as I can teftify, my port not having been vifited either by 
rounds or corporal. Marching through four or five towns which were 
abandoned, by a road deep in mud, we arrived in two days more at 
Aculman in the diftri<5l of Tezciico, where we found that a reinforce¬ 
ment to our army had newly arrived from Caftillc. On the next day 

we 



( 278 ) 

we proceeded to Tczcuco, and arrived £itigued, worn out, ftnd dinti' 
iiiHicd in numbers. 

A confpiracy againft tlic life of Cortes was at this time formed, by 
an adherent of the governor of Cuba, one Anthonio de Villafana, na¬ 
tive of Zamora or of Toro, and fome of the other foldiers of Narvaez, 
whole names I w’ill not mention. The afllifllnation was to have been 
executed in the following manner. A veflel having lately arrived from 
Caflille, a letter was to be brought to the general, as from his father, 
and as if it had come by that opportunity; which letter was to be de¬ 
livered as he fat at table with his officers and foldiers, and when he had 
tjpened, and was in the adl of reading it, the confpirators were to fall 
on ami aflaffinatc him with their poinards, together with all of us W’ho 
were in his company. When every thing was arranged, the confpira¬ 
tors communicated their intentions to two principal perfons whom I w'ill 
not name, but who had been on the expedition with us, one of whom 
on the death of Cortes they meant to have appointed captain general. 
The offices of alguazil major, enfign, alcaldes, regidor, contador, 
treafurer, ^'ccdor, and others of this kind were to have been filled up 
from among the foldiers of Narvaez, and they had divided amongfi 
them our properties and horfes. The bufinefs was difeovered two days 
after our arrival at Tczcuco, by God’s mercy, who did not chufc that 
New Spain fhould have been fo lofi; for if we had been put to death, 
all would have fallen into confufion and fa<5tion. 

It feems a faithful ft>ldier made the difeovery to Cortes, who im¬ 
mediately took proper fieps to prevent the mifchief from fpreading, for 
he underftood it to be condudlcd by perfons of quality. As foon as it 
was made clear to him, he gave large rew^ards for the information. 
He then communicated it to all our captains, namely, alvarado, De 
Lugo, De 01 i, Sandoval, and Tapia, alfo to me, and to the two Al¬ 
caldes of that year, Luis Marin, and Pedro de Ireio; in ffiort to all of 
his party. As fcK^n as we^ knew of it we prepared ourfelves, am! attend¬ 
ed Cortes to the quarters of Villafana, where we found him and many 
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otlicrs of the conspirators. The four alguazils fcizcd V''iIIafana; the 
others attempted to cfcape by flight, but Coitcs ordered them to be dc- 
tainal, and fome of them he committed to piifbn. Cortes then took 
from the bofom of Villafana a paper, wirfi tlie fignatiircs of thofc who 
were concerned with him, in confldcration for whom however, he cau- 
fed the report to be circulated, that it had been fwallowed by Villafana, 
without his having feen it. lie was immediately put upon his trial, but 
voluntarily made a conlcflion, according to which, and to the teflimony 
of many vvitnclTes, he was condemned by his judges, the two alcaldes, 
conjointly with Cortes, and De Oli who fat by virtue of his oHice. 
Shortly after his condemnation, having confelled himfclf to the reve¬ 
rend Father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a window of the apart^ 
ment. 

Of the levenfl others who were arrefled, no more were proceeded 
againft; enough having been done for example and intimidation. Cor¬ 
tes however to prevent fuch attempts in future thought it prudent to ap¬ 
point a guard for his perfon, compofed of valiant and faithful foldicrs. 
They were feledfcd from thole who had been with him from the firfl, 
and were commanded by a gentleman named Anthonio de Quinones. 
Hcnceftjrw’ard, although he lliovvcd great attention to thofc who had 
been in the confpiracy, and treateil them in the beft manner, he took 
care to he on his guard with them. 

At th?s time came out an order for all the priloncrs te» be brought 
to an appointed placx*, in order to be marked. Not to take up time with 
repetitions of the ftory I will fum up all in one obfervation which is, that 
il w hat was ill done the firfl; time, was worle done the fecond, this 
third was worft of all; for after the royal fifth had been drawn out, 
Cortes took his own, and then came no Icfs than thirty fucceflive drafts 
for the captains. Befides, thofc handfomc and good female prifoners 
w'hich we put in to be marked were ftokn out of tlic crowd, and were 
kept concealed until it was no longer inconvenient to produce them. 
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,The brigaiitinfs were now finifhed, and the canal brought to a 
fuflicicnt width and depth to float them to the lake. Cortes therefore 
ilfued a circular notice to all the difl:ridls of our alliance in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Tezcuco, to fend him each within the fpacc of the next 
eight days, eight thoufand arrow heads made of copper; alfo an equal 
number of fhafts, of a particular wood. By the expiration of the given 
time the whole number was brought, executed to a degree of pcrfciflion 
which exceeded the pattern. Captain P. Barba wdio commanded the 
crofsbow-mcn ordered each of his foldiers to provide themfelves with 
two cords and nuts, and to prove the range of their bows, for one of 
the lart: fhips which came from Caftillc had brought out a fupply of the 
materials to make cords, and alio of pow'der. Cortes ordered the caval¬ 
ry to have their lances well pointed, and to ufe their Irorfes to daily ex- 
ereife; and he at this time fent an exprefs to Xicotenga the elder, other- 
wife Don Lorenzo de Vargas, for twenty thoufand of the warriors of 
his nation, and thofc of Cuaxocingo and Cholula; and he fent fimilar 
notices to Chaleo and Talmalanco, fummoning them to a general ren¬ 
dezvous, on the day after the feaft of the Holy Ghoft, at which time 
Don Hernando our ally of Tezcuco was alfo to join us, with all his 
forces. 

On the day after the feftival of the Holy Ghoft, Cortes infpetfted 
his army in the large quadrangles of Tezcuco. They amounted to eigh¬ 
ty four cavalry', fix hundred and fifty infantry with fword and buckler 
or lances, and one hundred and ninety four mufqueteers and crofsbow- 
mcn. Out of this number he took for the fcrvicc of his fleet twelve of 
the mufqueteers or crofsbow-mcn, and twelve of the other infantry for 
rowers, under the command of a captain, to each veflel; he all'o diftri- 
buted twenty ainnoniers through the whole fleet, which he armed with 
what guns fit for this fervice we had in our ftorcs. 

Having thus diftributed his force, Cortes gave the following or¬ 
ders. Firft, no perfon to utter any blafphemy againft our I^rd Jefus 
Chrift, the Holy Virgin his mother, the Holy Apoftlcs, nor any other 
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of the i'aints, under heavy penalties. Second, no foldier to ill treat our 
allies in their perfons or properties. Thial, no foldier to ablimt him- 
fclf from his quarters on any pretence. Fourth, every foldier to be ful¬ 
ly provided with arms oftenlive and dcfenfivc. Fifth, no foldier to 
flake his horfe or arms at gaming. Sixth, no foldier to fleep out of 
armour, or without his weapons befidc him, except in cafe of wounds 
or licknefs. Faflly, penalty of death for fleeping on, or abfence from 
a ccntinels poll, abl'encc from quarters without leave, quitting the ranks 
in the held, or flight in battle. 

Although a number of our people had ferved as failors before, there 
was a great aver lends on the prefent oceallon among them to adl as 
rowers. The general was themforc obliged to make enquiry, and con- 
lidering all thofe who belonged to, or were natives of Palos, Mogucr, 
Triano, El Puerto, or any other feaport, or who had been known to 
have been employed in filhing, as being of the profeflion, he ordered 
them to the oars, and although many of thefe brought their gentility 
as an obje<5lion, he would not hear of it, but enforced his orders; by 
which he obtained one hundred and fifty, who were, as it w'ill appear 
in the fequel, better fituated than any of us who had to bear the weight 
and dangers of the ficltl. The crews being cmbarkal, each brigantine 
hoifled a royal ilandard, and alfo its peculiar one. The general then 
appointed the captains as follows; Garci Holguin, Pedro Barba, Juan 
de Limpias Carvajal the daif, Juan Xarcmillo, Gcronymo Ruiz dc la 
Mora, Carvajal his companion who is now very old and lives in the 
flrcct of St. Francis, one Portillo, a good foldier with an handlome 
wife, Zamora, mailer of a Ihip, now living in Guaxaca, Colmcncro a 
mariner and brave foldier, Lerma, Gincs Nortes, Briones native of Sal¬ 
amanca, another whofe name I have forgotten, and Miguel diaz dc Auz. 
To thelc he gave inllrudlions how they were to adl, and with what of¬ 
ficers of the land forces they were to cooperate. 

At this time arrived the army of our allies of Thfcala under the 
command of the younger Xicotenga. He brought with him his two 
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brothers. In this army alfo came fome of tlic warriors of Cholula, and 
Guaxodnga, but not in any confidcrable number. The alacrity of the 
whole body appeared in their arrival a day previous to that appointed; 
they advanced in great parade, each chief having a ihindard with their 
national device, a white fpread eagle, embroidered upon it. They en¬ 
tered the town in high fpirits, fliouting “Caftilla! Camilla! Tlafcala! 
** Tlafcala! live the Emperor!” and it was about three hours from the 
time of the arrival of their advanced party, until the rear had come in. 
Cortes, with many compliments, difmifled them to their quarters, and 
promifing to make them all rich on their return to their native country. 
We now heard that the Mexicans had put to death three of our foldiers 
who had been left by Pizarro to fearch for mines, one only, named Bar¬ 
rientos, cfcaping to Chinanta, where he was protcdled. 

Our general made his difpofition for the attack upon the city of 
Mexico as follows. 

Pedro de Alvarado, with one hundred and fifty infantry, thirty 
cavalry, eighteen mufquetccrs and crofsbow-mcn, and eight thoufand 
Tlafcalans was to take poll at Tacuba, having to aflifi: him Jorge de Al¬ 
varado his brother, Gutierre de Hadajos, and Andres de Monjaras, each 
of whom was captain of a company, confilling of fifty infantry, and a 
third of the crofsbow-mcn and mufquetccrs, the cavalry being command¬ 
ed by Alvarado in perfon. To this detachment I was appointed. 

Chrifloval de OH, having under him the captains Aaidrcs de Tapia, 
Francifeo Verdiigo, Francifeo de Lugo, thirty cavalry, one hundred 
and feventy five infantry, twenty mufquetecrs and crofsbow-mcn, and 
eight tliouland Indians was to take poft- at Cuyoacan, and Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, vvitli captains Luis Marin and P. de Ircio, at the head of 
twenty lour cavalry, one hundred and fifty infantry, fourteen mufquc- 
teers and crofsbow-mcn, and upwards of eight thoufand Indians was 
to take his poft at Iztap^^lapa. The tw'o firft named divifions were to 
inarch by the right, the third in the oppolitc direction. Sandovals 
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party had alfo orders not to inarch^ until Cortes who commanded the 
flotilla in perfon (hould launch out upon the lake. 

I muft now advert to another afliiir which happened at this time. 
The divifions of the two captains in chief Alvarado and Dc Oli being 
prepared to fet out, in order not t<j be incumbered with our Indian allies 
on the march, we fent them (ifl'onc day before us, W'ith orders to halt 
and wait for our arrival when they came upon the Mexican territory. 
The Tlafcalans purfuing their march, Chichimacatcclc remarked the 
abfcncc of the younger Xicotenga, the commander in chief. On en¬ 
quiring it was found that he had fecrctly gone away on the prcceiling 
night to Tlafcala, there to feize and poflt-fs himfclf of the property 
and territory of Chichimacatcclc, thinking this a good opportunity, in 
the abfcncc of that chief and of the other warriors of his nation, arid 
fearing no oppofition fince the death of Maxicatzin. I lis ilifinclination 
to the expedition had alfo been apparent from the firft. Chichimacatc- 
cle, on difeovering the defign againfl him, immediately returned to 
Tczcuco to inform Cortes, who on hearing it difpatchcd five of the 
chiefs of Tezcuco and two of Tlafcala after Xicotenga, with a mefiugc 
from him to requeft his return. His anfwer w'as, that if Maxicatzin 
and his old father had believed him, they would not be now ridden by 
Cortes in the manner tliey were, and he abfolutely refufed to return. 
I'his anfwer being fent back to Cortes, he commanded an alguazil at¬ 
tended by four of the cavalry and five chiefs of Tezcuco, to fet out im¬ 
mediately, giving them orders, wherever they found Xicotenga, to 
feize and hang him without ceremony. Alvarado interceded firongly 
for him, but ultimately to no purpofe, for although Cortes appeared to 
liften to him, the party which arrefted Xicotenga in a town fubje<5l to 
Tezcuco, there hung him under private orders of Cortes not to let him 
go from them alive, and as fome fay with the approbation of his 
father. 


This affair detained us one dav, anil on the next, the two detach- 
ments of Alvarado and De Oli marched h)' the fame route, and halted 
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for the night, in a place fubje<5l to Tezcuco named Aculma. Here a 
difagrceable affair had like to haw taken place. It appeared that Dc 
Oli had fent forward to take quarters, and had appropriated every houfc 
in the town to his own company, marking them by putting green 
branches on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado’s detachment arrived, 
we had not a place to lodge in. Our foldicrs immediately flood to their 
arms to fight thofc of De Oli, and the two captains had already chal¬ 
lenged each other, but feveral of tlie more moderate officers interfering, 
they were pacified for the prefent. An exprefs was immediately fent to 
Cortes, who wrote to every one of any influence amongfl our detachments, 
condemning the flops which had been taken, and earncflly recommend¬ 
ing a reconciliation. After this Alvarado and De Oli never were friends. 

We continued our march for two days more, by Mexican cities 
which wen.' abandoned, the laft of which was Giiatitlan j and on the 
third, paffing the towns of Tenayuca and Efcapuzalco where we found 
our allies * waiting for us, w'c proceeded to Tacuba. 

The enemy gave notice by their noifes that they w’ere about us in 
great numbers, and our two detachments, it was fettled, fhould on the 
enfuing day go to cut the aquedudl of Chapultcpequc. At the time ap¬ 
pointed, we fet out with our allies, and though the enemy attacked us 
in •our march, w e fuccccded, dcflroying the pipes, fo that from that day, 
Jio more frefh water came to Mexico. It was now determined to try 
our fortune againft the city, and fee if we could not at leaft get poflcffion 
a bridge upon the caufeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, the 
immenfe number of boats, and of their troops on the land, was a fub- 
ic<5l of aflonifliment. By the firfl volley of their arrow's they killed three 
and wounded thirty of our foldicrs; neverthelcfs we advanced to the 
bridge, the enemy, as it were by flratagem, receding, and now we were 
upon a caufeway twenty feet wdde, expofed as a butt to the arrows of 
thofc on the w'atcr on both our flanks. Our mufquetry and crofsbovvs 
had no eficdl w'hatever on their canoes they w’erc fo well protected; as 
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to the cavalry their horfes were all wounded, and if they purfued the 
enemy a little diflancc on the caufeway, they were flopped by the para¬ 
pets which they had built acrofs it, and which the)' defended W'ith long 
lances; and when our infantry advanced againfl them in front, the ene¬ 
my threw themfelves into the water. Thus we were fighting them for 
upwards of an hour, their numbers incrcafing from every part of the 
lake, and our allies only encuml>cring the caufeway. Being utterly 
unable to relifl the enemy who were on the water we determined to re¬ 
tire, w'hich we did, leaving eight dead and having above fifty wounded, 
the enemy purfuing us clofely. 

On the enfuing day. Captain Dc Oli proceeded with his detach¬ 
ment for Cuyoacan; he talked in terms of difapprobation of the pre¬ 
ceding expedition, laying the blame on the raflinefs of Alvarado. We 
all were folicitous that the two captains fhould remain together, and cer¬ 
tainly their feparation w'as very imprudent, for had the enemy known 
the fmallncfs of our numljer, they would have fallen on and deftroyed 
cither detachment, during the four or five days that we were feparated, 
and before the arrival of Cortes with the flotilla. In thefe tw’o pofi- 
tions our detachments remained for the above period, without ventur¬ 
ing to pay another vifit to the Mexican caufew-ays. During this time 
the enemy frequently fent bodies of their troops to the main land, and 
annoyed us with attacks in our quarters. 

Sandoval wdth his detachment left Tczcuco on the fourth day after 
the feaft of Corpus Chrifti, and marching through a friendly country, 
arriveti in front of the town of Iztapalapa. On his arrival he immedi¬ 
ately attacked the enemy in that place, and burned many of the houfes 
which were built on the firm ground; but frefh bodies of Mexicans 
came both by land and water to their relief, and while thus occupied, 
our troops obferved a fmoke to rife from the top of a hill above the town, 
which was anfwcrcd in the fame manner at other points round the lake, 
and this we found to be a fignal for the information of the enemy, that 
our flotilla was launched; a circumftance which occafioned them to 
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Tclax in their hoftilities agatnA Sandoval. He now remained unmolefl- 
i d in his infulatcd fituation, in a part of the town of Iztapalapa, between 
whicli and Cuyoacati there were no means of communication but by a 
i ciiifcvvay which crolTcs the lake, and the pallage of which was impnu> 
ticablc in the face of the enemy. 

Cortes when he brought his flotilla up«^n the lake, fir A went to 
attack a rock which forms a fmall ifland juft by Mexico, and on which 
many of the natives as well of that neighbourhood as of other parts had 
taken refuge. As foon as the enemy difeovered his intention, their 
whole force from every part of the lake prcx:ecdcd againft him. When 
our general perceived the immenfe numlxrr of large boats full of fight¬ 
ing men, for it cxcceiied four thoufand, he drew his flotilla into an 
open part of the lake, and ordered his captains to wait patiently for a 
breeze of wind which was juft then begining to fpring up. The ene¬ 
my thinking this w'as owdng to fear, began to clofe round him with 
grc*at triumph, and juft at this moment the wind rifing in his favor, 
tlie whole fleet let fail, plying their oars at the fame time; bearing down 
upon the Mexican canoes in this manner, they funk a number of them, 
and compelled the reft to take flielter in the rcccflTes on the lides of the 
lake. 


After this Cortes failed for Cuyoacan. Here he had another at¬ 
tack by the Mexicans, who aftailed his vcfl'els from the temples on the 
land, as well as w'ith their canoes; but he brought four guns to bear 
upon them, and did confidcrable execution; although, by fomc mif- 
management of the gunners, his powder magazine blew up, wounding 
many of his people. This misfortune obliged him to detach his iight- 
tft: vcftel to Sandoval for a fupply. At Cuyoacan he remained w'ith the 
flotilla for two days, and here I will leave him to relate what pafted in 
the detachment of Alvarado. When we perceived that the flotilla was 
upon the lake, we marched out upon the caufeway as far as the bridge, 
where we pafted our time in a repetition of engagements with the ene¬ 
my, but to little cfte*ft, farther than repairing the pafles in our rear as 
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wc advanced, nor did we now fuffer the cavalry to come to the cauib- 
way. 

Sandoval had found that in his prefcnt poHtion he could not fuffi- 
cicntly annoy the enemy, who were eilabliOied in the houfes built in 
the water; he therefore advanced by a caufeway to a place which com- 
manded them better. This being perceived from Mexico, a large de¬ 
tachment was fent in cancx.*s, with diredlions tolKit the caufeway behind 
our troops. Cortes oblerving this fet fail with his veflels for their re¬ 
lief, ordering De Oli to go thither with a body of troops by the caufe¬ 
way. Having relieved Sandoval, the general ordered^ this detachment 
to a place named Tepcaquilla, where is now built the church of Nueftra 
Senora de Guadelupc, in which many wonderful miracles have l)een, 
and are, performed. 

As it was impolllblc for our troops to advance upon the cauleways 
without their flanks being fecured on the water, the flotilla was form¬ 
ed into three divifions, and one of them attached to each of the three 
corps of our army; that is to (ay, four (hips to Alvarado, (ix to De Oli, 
and two to Sandoval, making in all twelve, for the thirtcc*nlh, named 
“ Bu(ca Ruido, or follow the noife,’* being found to be too fmall, was 
ordered to be laid up, and her crew divided among the red, as we had 
twenty very badly wounded already on board the (liips. Alvarado now 
ordered us out upon the caufeway, and placing two of the (hips on each 
(ide, he thereby protcdled the flanks. We drove the enemy from fcvc- 
ral bridges and barricades, but after fighting during the whole day, we 
were obliged at night to retreat to our quarters, almofl; every man of 
us wounded by the (howers of arrows and ftones, which exceeded ima¬ 
gination; for we were attacked conftantly by fre(h troops Ijcaring difler- 
ent devices, by land, while from the terraces of the houlcs, the enemy 
commanded our (hips. As wc could not leave a party to (ccurc what 
we got in the day, at night the enemy rcpofltdlcd thcmfelves of the 
bridges, and put better defences on them. They d^pened the water in 
fome places, and in the (hallow part they dug pits, and placed canoes 
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in ambuicadc, which they Iccured from the attacks of our veflcls by 
palli£uies under the water. This was the manner in which they oppo- 
fed us every day. The cavalry as I before obferved could do nothing; 
the enemy had built jmrapets acrofs the caufeways which they defended 
with long lances, and even had an attack been pratfticablc, the foldiers 
would not riik their horfes, which at this time coft: eight hundred crowns, 
and fbmc more than one thoufand; nor indeed were they to be had at 
any price. 

When we arrived at night, we were employed in curing our 
wounds, and a foldier named Juan Catalan alfo healed them by charms 
and prayers. Which, with the mercy of our Lord Jefus, recovered us 
very fall. But wounded or not, we were obliged to go againfl the ene¬ 
my every day, as otherwife our companies would not have been twenty 
men ftrong. When our allies law that the before mentioned foldier 
cured us by charms and prayers, all their wounded came to him, fo 
that he had more bulincfs on his hands than he knew what to do w’ith. 
Every day our enfign was difabled, not having it in his power to carry 
the colours, and defend himlclf. Corn we had fufficiency of, but wc 
wanted refrefhments for the wounded. What preferved us was the plant 
called “quilites,’* cherries while in feaibn, and “tunas or Indian figs. 
The fituation of our other parties round the lake was fimilar to what I 
have here deferibed. 

The enemy in the city nifhed out on the fignal being made from 
the top of the great temple of Taltclulco; and thefe attacks were made 
every day, and repeated by frefh troops, who were formed and marched 
out in fucccflion. Finding that w'e gained fo little and loft lb much, wc 
refolvcd to change our plan of operations. There was on our caufeway 
a fmall open place, w’hcre were fomc buildings for religious worlhip; 
here wc eftablilhed a poft, and lodged ourfclves, though very badly, as 
every ftiower of rain came in upon us, leaving our cavalry and Indian 
allies to lecurc our rear in Tacuba, from which place we were fupplied 
with bread. From this time, as we advanced, we filled the w'ater cuts 
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which intcricdled the caufeway, and proArated tlie houfes which were 
on each fide of it j for it was exceeding difficult to fet them on fire, nof 
could the flames communicate from one to another, on account of the 
water which was between them, and if wc threw ourfelvcs into the 
water to fwim to a houfc, the enemy dcftroyed 'us from their terrafles. 
Wc guarded every pafs day and night as wc gained it, and our mcthtxl 
of keeping guard was as follows. 

The company which was firfl for duty took it from fun fet to 
midnight with forty men; the fecond company with the fame number 
came on at midnight, and remained until two hours before day break, 
the firfl guard not quitting the pofl, but fleeping on the ground; this 
fecond guard watched the hours of lethargy, and after them came on 
the third company for the two hours until day, at which time, as thofe 
who were relieved did not quit the pofl, there were an hundred and 
twenty men at the guard. Sometimes our whole detachment remained 
under arms during the night, for our prifoners had informed us that, it 
was the intention of the Mexicans, by a great effort, to force our pofl, 
as they knew that by fo doing they would entirely difconcert the plans 
of the other two; and it was intended that the nine towns in and about 
the lake, including ours of Tacuba, together with Ezcapuzalco and 
Tenayuca, fhould make a joint effort, and attack us in the rear wdiilc 
the Mexicans attacked us in front. It was at the fiime time intended to 
carry off our luggage and bakery in Tacuba. I'liis intelligence wc im¬ 
mediately communicated to our cavalry, \varning^|hcm and our allies to 
be well on their guard. 

As wc had been informed, fo it happened; wc were attacked for 
feveral nights in fucce/fion, from midnight to the break of day. The 
enemy fometimes came on with great noife, at others ftolc upon us in 
filcnce, but during the night their attacks were never made with fo much 
refolution as in the day. We were however harrafled to death with 
wounds, fatigues, ^ind, rain, and cold. The place where wc were 
ported was now mud and water, and our mifcrable fqOd of maize, and 
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herbs wlthalll but, as our officers faid, fuch is the fortune of war! with 
all our fufFcrings nothing cflfedlual was gained: the parapets we threw 
tiown, or the ditches w<^ filled up during the day, the enemy replaced 
in the enfuing night. What ufe was our cutting off their water, or 
doling their caufeways ag^inft them,, when they were fupplied by ca¬ 
noes with whatever they wanted from the neighbouring towns on the 
lake? In order to prevent this, it was determined that two of our vcfiels 
fliould cruife during the night, to intercept them. This was found -to 
anfwer in a confideidjle degree, but ftill fomc dcaped into the city. 

The Mexicans had the boldnefs at this time to form a plan for the 
furprife of thefc veflels. For this purpofc they prepared thirty of their 
largcft piraguas, and concealed them among reeds, fending two or three 
canoes along the lake, as if conveying provifions, by way of a bait for 
our veffels. The Mexicans had alfo fixed piles of large timber below the 
water, in the diredion w'hich our (hips were to be draw’n in. The ca¬ 
noes being perceived 1^ our people, two veflels fallied out upon them; 
the others appeared to take fright, and rowed towards the ambufeade, 
followed by our veflels, which as foon as they arrived near enough, 
were furrounded by the thirty piraguas. By the firft difeharge they 
wounded every officer, foldicr, and rower, on board; and the veflels 
could not ftir on account of the piles of timber. The enemy continu¬ 
ing their attacks, killed a captain named Pcxtilla; he was a gentleman 
who had ferved in Italy. Captain Pedro Barba alfb of the crofsbow- 
tnen died of his wounds, and the veflels fell into their hands. Thefc 
belonged to the principal divifion, which Cortes commanded; he was 
much exafperated, but in the courfe of a fhort time repayed them well 
in their own way. 

Cortes as alfo our other chiefs, by his order, purfued th^ir plan of 
advancing againfl: the city. As they gained ground, they threw' down 
the houfes, and with the materials filled up the ditches or canals which 
crofllki the caufew'ays; and our brave Tlafcalan ayties rendered us the 
greateft fcrviccs, ’diyring the whole war. The Mexicans oppofed our 
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progrcfs by breaking a bridge in the rear of their parapets and barricades ^ 
where the water was very deep, leaving one obvious pafs as a decoy, 
and in other parts, pit falls under the water; they alfo made parapets 
on both fides of the breach, they placed palifades in the deep watci 
where our veflels could approach, and they had canoes manned ready to 
fally out upon the fignal given. When they had made thefe prepara¬ 
tions they advanced againft: us in three bodies, one by the fide of Tacu- 
ba, the other by the ruins of the houfes which had been deftroyed, and 
the third by the caufeway, where they had made the works. Alvarado 
had brought part of his cavalry to our port, fince the houfes were dc- 
flroyed. We rcpulfed the enemy on all lldes, and one party of us hav¬ 
ing forced them from the work I have mentioned, crofled the water, 
up to our necks, at the pafs they had left open, and followed them, un¬ 
til we came to a place where were large temples and towers of idols. 
Here we were aflailcd by frefh troops from the houfes and roofs, and 
thole whom we purfued faced about and came againft us. We were 
obliged to retreat, which we did with regularity, but wlicn we came 
to the water, we found that the enemy in their canoes had got poflTcftion 
of the pafs where we had crofted. We were therefore obligal to look 
for othc^pla^es, as they came prefting on us, we were at length 
compelled to throw ourlelves into the lake and get over as we could. 
Thofc who were not able to fwim fell into the pits; the enemy clofed in 
upon them, wounded moft, and took five of our foldicrs alive. The 
vcftels which came to our relief could not approach, being embarrafted 
among the palifades, and here they loft two foldicrs, was a wonder 
that we were not all deftroyed in the pit falls; a number of the enemy 
laid hands on me, but our Lord Jefus Chrift gave me force to difengage 
my arm, and by dint of a good fword, I got free from them, though 
^ wounded, and arrived on the dry ground, where I fainted away; and 
remained fcnfelcfs for a time. This was owing to my great exertions, 
and lofs of bIbod. When this mob had their claws on me, I Recom¬ 
mended myfelf to our Lord and his bleffbd mother, and they heard my 
prayer, glorified be they for all their mercies! one of our cavalry croff- 
cd the water wdth us this day; he and his horfe were killed. Foi^ij^ 
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natcly, the reft were with Alvarado in Tacuba j had they been with us 
they miift have been all deftroyed from the tops of the buildings, for 
the a<ftion took place as it were within the very city. After this fuccefs 
tlic enemy kept us conftantly employed during the day and night, by 
attacks upon our pofts. Cortes was much diftatisfied at hearing of our 
defeat, which he confidcred as owing to our neglcdl of his dirctftions 
that the cuts acrofs the caufeways ftiould be filled with timber and fods 
as we advanced. 

In the fpacc of four days, and with the lofs of fix foldicrs, we 
completely filled up this great aperture, and here we cftabliftied our ad¬ 
vanced poll:, the enemy having one oppofitc to us. Their method of 
keeping guard was this; they made a great fire in their front, which 
concealed them from our view, except when they came to renew the 
fire, as it was fometimes cxtinguiftied by the rains, which were at that 
ftafon frequent and heavy. They kept profound filcnce on guard, nor 
was it ever interrupted except by their fignals, which were given by a 
whiftle. Our Ihot did no execution among them, for they fortified 
their poft by a parapet and a new ditch. Having deferibed the manner 
in which guard was kept on each fide, 1 will now gjye ah account of 
our daily employment. In the morning we marcheol^^ainft the enemy; 
after engaging them during the whole day we retreated, towards even¬ 
ing, covered with wounds, firft clearing the caufeway of our allies 
whole numbers embarraflfed us, a circumftance the enemy were watch¬ 
ful to take advai^tage of; after which we fell back ftep by ftep, firing 
at the enemy as they advanced, and being flanked by the armed veflcis, 
until we reached our poft. When we arrived in our quarters we fat 
down to our mifery of nriaize cakes,' herbs, and tunas, curing our 
wounds with oil, and remaining all night fubjedt to conftant alarms. 

' ({fortes and his party, were employed in the fame manner, and his 
lofs in killed and wounded vUts by this time become very confiderablc. 
He*conftantly fent out v^ls at night to fcour the lake, and one night 
they brought in to him fome prifotners of confequence; from them he 
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/earned that the enemy liad formed an ambufeade fimilar to their former 
one, of forty piraguas and the fame number of canoes. Cortes then 
prepared fix vcflcls, and fcnt.them during the night, and with* inufileJ 
oars, to a place of conccalmAit within a quarter of a leagues diilance of 
that of the enemy. It muft be obferved that the bulhes and tall reeds, 
and the water cuts at the edges of the lake, favored thofe deceptions. 
Early in the morning one of our veflcls was fent as if in fcareh of the 
Mexican canoes which went with provifions to the city, the piifoners 
being put on board it in order to point out the place where their flotilla 
was concealed. The enemy alfa played off the deception of loaded ca¬ 
noes to draw us thither, and thefe canoes pretending to endeavor to cf- 
cape, rotved towards the ambufeade laid by their party; our vcflel pur- 
fued them very near it, and then brought to, as if from apprehcnlion. 
The enemy *s flotilla perceiving that flte did not advance, fkllied out on 
her, thofe on board of her rowing tovyards that part where our Chips 
were concealed. When they found that the enemy were brought to that 
point where we wifhed them to be, tljp crew fired two foots as a fignal 
to our ambufeade, immediately on which the vcflcls pufoed out, and 
falling on the enemy ran down fevcral, and difperfed the reft, making 
a number of prifoners. This gave them enough of ambufeades, nor 
did they from that time run acrofs to Mexico fo openly as before. 

The people of the cities in the lake growing tired of this warfare, 
waited on Cortes at this time in order to make fubmiflion, declaring 
that they had been forced into hoftility by the Mexicans. Cortes re¬ 
ceived them with affability, gave them affurances of protedlion accord¬ 
ing to their behaviour, and at the fame time told them that he expc<fl:ed 
their afliftancc in the fupply of boats and provifions, and in cred:ing 
barracks for the troops. This they promiied readily, but pcrformcil 
very badly. Cortes had huts built for his detachment, but the reft re¬ 
mained expofed to the weather, a very Icvcre duty in itfelf in that 
climate, where during the months of June, July, and Auguft, it rains 
continually. 
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Our detachment perfevered in filling up evcii^ ditch and canal as 
•vve proceeded with the materials of the houfes which we deftroyed; and 
conflantly gained temples, bridges, or houics which flood feparate from 
each other, and were accediblc by draw-blidges only. To prevent jea- 
■ loufy, the companies took the working and covering parties alternately, 
and towards evening, when we drew off, the whole flood to their arms, 
and retreated, fending our Indian allies before us. The latter rendered 
ns mofl important aflillance in the working duty, both in pulling down 
the houfes, and filling the apertures. Sandoval during this time was 
obliged to fuflain conflant attacks, and Cortes on his fide attacked one 
of the out pofls of the city, where the canal which crofled the caufeway 
was too deep to be forded. The enemy had fortified it flrongly, and 
defended it both by land and water. Cortes commanded the attack in 
perfon, and with fuccefs; but at night he was obliged to retire without 
filling the ditch, and jiidth the lofs of four Spaniards killed and above 
thirty wounded, for the pafs w’as commanded from the terraces, and 
the pallifhdes made in the w'atir prevented the apprc^ch of the vef- 
fcls. 


Guatimotzin now determined to wear us out by continual efforts. 
Accordingly, on the twenty firfl of June, the anniverfary of the day of 
our entry into Mexico, the enemy attacked us at every point with their 
whole force by land and water, at the hour of the fecond deep, or of 
lethargy, that is two hotirs before day. The number fit for duty at our 
•pofl was'onc hundred and twenty; our allies we had fent entirely off 
the caufeway, and it was with our utmofl efforts that we could refifl 
the enemy; we at length however repulfed them from all our polls, but 
with the lofs of many killed and wounded, Alvarado’s detachment 
lofl two foldiers on this occafion. The enemies attacks were continued 
for two nights fucccflivcly upon the difierent pofls, and they afterwards 
edheentrated their whole force in an aflault upon ours, which took place 
at day break. This was the mofl defperate of all; if our allies had been 
with us we fhould have Been loll. Our cavalry on this occafion faved 
our flanks, and we had confidcrable fupport from our fhips. Eight of 
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our foldicrs were killed in this attack, and Alvarado was wounded; but 
we ultimately beat the enemy off, and alfo made four of their chiefs pri¬ 
soners. I fear to tire my readers with tliis repetition of battles. For 
ninety three days together were we employed in tlic liege of this great 
and ftrong city, and every day ajid every night we were engagcil with- 
the enemy. Of courfc they- mull pardon what my duly as an hillorian 
compels me to relate; flill were I to extend my narrative to include eve¬ 
ry a(5lion which took place, it would be almofl cndlcfs* ajid my hif- 
lory would refcmblc that of Amadis,' iuid the other books of chi¬ 
valry. 

Cortes growing weary of delay, called a council of W'ar, relative 
to a general alTault upon the city. His plan was, to march by the three 
caufeways, and to endeavour to gain the great fquarc, where, uniting 
our whole force, we fliould command all the llrects leading to it. 
Upon this propofal there was a great difference of opinion, for many 
thought our prefent method of proceeding by filling the canals as we 
advanced, deftroying the houfes, and making a road with the materials, 
was preferable to that recommended by Cortes, whereby, in going into 
the heart of the city, we Ihould become the bcfieged inftcad of being 
the befiegers, and fell exaftly into the fituation in which we were when 
obliged to fly from Mexico. We Ihould alfo they faid be involved in 
greater difficulties than formerly, for the enemy would now bring their 
whole power by land and water upon us, fo that we ihould have to con¬ 
tend with them in the city, on the lake, and all round it, without the 
poflibility of retreat, wdiich they could preclude by cutting the caufeways. 
When Cortes had heard the opinions of all, and the good reafons upon 
which they were founded, the refult was, that he gave orders for our 
whole force, together with our allies, to attack the city on the enfuing 
day, and to get pofleffion of the great fquarc. 

On the next morning therefore, having heard mafs, and recom¬ 
mending ourfelves to God, our three detachments marched againfl; the 
cnemy*s polls in their front. Thofe commanded by Cortes a^id Sando¬ 
val 
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val met with iefs vit^ent oppuiition than that which fell to the lot of the 
(iiviflon of Alvarado, to which I belonged. In our attack upon the 
firll dike, moll of the Spaniards received wounds, one was killed, and 
above one thoufand of our allies killed or wounded. Corte s at f.t ll bore 
down all before him, and having driven the enemy froni a poll where 
the water was very deep and the caufevvay veiy^ narrow, lit -a as induced 
to piirfuc them in their retreat to the city, his Indian allies crouding 
clofc after the Spaniards. The enemy induced him by frequent halts 
and feigned attacks to continue the purfuit, and the caufeway had been 
narrowetl, to anfwer their deiign. It was the wdll of our Lord that 
Cortes and liis captains fhould be fo negligent as to omit filling the 
ditch, which tlicy had palled. The caufeway was alfo in fome parts 
covered with water, and deep in mud. When the enemy faw our Cor¬ 
tes thus run into the trap which they had laid, multitudes in canoes fal- 
lied out againft him and took him on his flanks and rear, his owm 
veflels not being able to approach on account of the pallifadoes. It be¬ 
came now ncccflaiy for the troops to retreat, which they did at firll with 
great regularity,* but when they came to the narrow pafs I have before 
mentioned, the difliculty of the ground, with the fury of the attack, 
from a retreat turned it into a race, our people flying before the^ enemy 
w'ithout attempting to defend thcmfelves. Our Cortes ufed every exer¬ 
tion-to rally them but in vaini he received a wound in the leg from the 
enemy on board the canoes at the j^fs, where they killed fix of our hor- 
fes, and carried off (evenly two Spaniards alive. Six chiefs feized upon 
Cortes, but it was tlie will of God that he fhould efcape, for that vali¬ 
ant Ibldier Chriftoval de Olea, feeing his gencrars danger, flew to his 
aflfifhince, as did another brave man named Lerma. Olea with his own 
hand killed four of the fix Mexican chiefs, gallantly lofing his own life 
in dcfchice of his general, and Lerma efcaped with the greateft difficulty. 
Other foldicrs now arrived to the affiilance of our Cortes; amongft the 
number w^as Quij^ones captain of his guards. They took him out of 
the water in their arms, and placing him on a horfe, hurried him off 
from the crowd of enemies, and fhortly after, his major domo named 
Chriftoval de Guzman brought one of his own horics for him. The 

enemy 



( *97 ) 

enemy followed up their attack with ardour, and the unfortunite'Guz- 
man being leized by them was carried alive to Mexico;^ Cibrtes and the 
lhattcred remains of his troops, pUrfued to the laft, arriv^ with great 
difHculty at their quarters, where ( will leave them the preient, to 
relate what happened in the diviiion ccxtimandcd by Alvarado/ 

After our firft: attack, wherein we defeated the*enemy, as we were, 
advancing, we were met by frefli troops in great pax%ie, bearing plumes 
of feathers, and devices on their ftandards. When Wife c£une near them 
they threw down before us five bleeding heads, crying out to us that 
they were thofe of Cortes and his officers, and that wefhoold meet the 
fame fate with our companions; they then marched tip, and fighting 
us foot to foot, compelled us to retreat. We as ufual called to our allies 
to clear the way for us, but in the preient ca(c there was no occafion; 
the fight of the bloody heads had done it <diedl;uaily, nor did one of 
them remain on the caufeway to impede our retreat. Before we arrived 
at our quarters, and while the enemy , were purfuing us, we heard their 
ffirill timbals, and the difmal found of the great drum, from the top of 
the principal temple of the god of war, which overlooked the whole 
city. Its mournful noife was fuch as may be imagined the mufic of the 
infernal gods, and it might be heard at the diilance of almoft three 
leagues. Th^ were then iacrificing the hearts of ten of our compani¬ 
ons to their id<d$. Shortly afier this the king of Mexico's hom wad 
blown, giving notice to his captains that they were ihtti'* to take their 
enemies prifoners, or die in the attempt. It is impoffible to delcribe 
the fury with which they clofixl upon us when they heard this fignaL 
Though all is a.s perfect to ray recolledlion as if palling' before my eyes, 
it is utterly beyond my power to defixibej all I can'^y is, it was God's 
will that we (hould efcape from their handsi^ and back in ikfety to 
our poll. Praifed be he for his mercies, now#; lUfd at all other tifiiesl 

Our cavaliy made feveral charges this iky, but our great fupport 
was in two guns which raked the caufew^, -and were commanded by ' 
a gentlenum named Pedro Moreno de Medrano, who always bore a' 
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.high reputation as an officer, but whoiib iarvic<» on this day were moft 
important, 'for the whole caufeway was crouded with the enemy. We 
w ere as yet ignorant of the fiitc of our other detachments. Sandoval was 
above half a league diftant/ and Cortes ftill farther. The melancholy 
fight of the remains of our countrymen, and tlic lofs of one of our vci- 
fels, three of the foldiers of whiefc the enemy had killed, imprefled our 
.minds with defpair, and we thought this the laft hour of our lives. 
The veffel was sdtorwards recovered by that commanded by Captain Juan 
^Xaramillo. Captain Juan dc Limpias Caravajal, who now lives in La 
Puebla, a moft gallant officer, had the honor of being the firft who with 
Tlis vcflcl broke through the enemies pallifadcs, totally lofing his hear¬ 
ing, from this day, by excefs of courage. 

Cortes, moft of whofe foldiers had been killed, and what remain¬ 
ed alive, wounded, was attacked in his quarters by a great body of the 
enemy, who threw over to him the heads of four of our companions, 
alledging thenst to be thofc of Alvarado, Sandoval, and others, in order 
to imprefs the foldiers of Cortes and our allies with the idea, that they 
bad been equally iuccefsful againft the other dctachnncnts. When Cortes 
beheld the horrid fpe<ftacle his heart funk within him, but be kept up 
appearances, and ordering all to ftand to their arms, made a front to the 
enemy. He th«i fent Andres de Tapia with three more mounted men 
;to our quarters, in order to ascertain wh^ the ftate of affiiirs was. In 
their way thither they were attacked by many bodies of the enemy, 
whom the king Mexico, had placed upon a plan of intercepting oiir 
communications. On their arrival they found us engaged with the Mex¬ 
ican forces.. Th^ at that time conceded the lofs of Cortes, ftating it 
at no more than five and twenty. , , 

.. It is now necd&ry to advert ta&mdoval, who had gone on viefto- 
,;Ci9iis until the defeat of Cortes; a^r which the en^y turned on him, 
.atKi. in their firft attack killed two.ibldkrs and wounded all the reft, giv- 
"ingi^i^doval himfidf thloe wiHinds, one of which was in the head. 
As they had dope dfewherc,, thgr threw before his qroops fix heads of 
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their companions, recently t«\kcn off, threatening them with the like 
fate. Sandoval was not to be terrified; he warned his foldters to pre- 
ferve a good countenance, and feeing no hopes of fuccefs brought Ins 
divifion back to their quarters, with many wounds it is true, but with 
the lofs of only two of their number. * Sandoval then, wounded as he 
was, leaving the command of his poll to Captain Luis Marin, let out 
on horfcback to have an interv iew with Cortes. As he went he was 
adailed by the enemy, but he arrived at the general's quarters, and ad- 
dreding him in terms of furprife and condolance, aiked him how thia- 
ill fuccefs had happened. “Son Sandoval** faid Cortes, with tears in 
his eyes, “it is for my lins that this misfortune has befallen me; but 
“ the fault is with the treafurer Alderete, who was ordered by me to 
“ fill up the bad pafs wdicre the enemy threw us into confufion.** The 
trc.'ifurcr then exclaimed, that it was with Cortes himfelf the fault lay, 
he having never given any fuch orders, but hurrying on his men after 
the enemy in their feigned retreat, crying, “forward I gentlemen for- 
“ ward!** Cortes was alfo very much blamed for not having fent hi» 
allies out of the way early enough; however I will omit to detail au3r 
more of the converfation which paded at this time between Cortes and 
the treafurer, as it happened in the heat of anger and difappointment, 
Cortes was agreeably furprifed by' the arrival of two of his vcflels which 
he had given lip for loll, although he did not exprefs himfelf fo. Cor¬ 
tes defired Sandoval to go to our quarters at Tacuba, as he apprehended 
that the weight of the enemy *s attack would fall upon this poll, and 
recommended that he Ihould pay attention to our af^rs, as he himfelf 
was at prefent unable to do fo. Sandoval fetting out, arrived at Tacuba 
about the hour of vefpcrs. He alfo found us as Tapia had done, occu¬ 
pied in repelling the enemy, fomc erf whom were attacking us by the 
caufeway, others by that of the ruined houfes. -I was at this time to¬ 
gether with others of our foldiers up to my waiftin the water defend¬ 
ing a vcflel which was aground, and engaged with the enemy who 
were endeavouring to get poflelTion of her. Jull as Sandoval an-Fved 
however, by a great d^rt we got the vcflel afloat, but with the lofs of 
two of the crew killed, and ev'cry man on board wounded. The enemy 
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now attacked us with more,violence. Sandoval received a blow on the 
face with A ilonc, and called to us loudfy to retreat; wc nc^ falling back 
as fad as he wUhed, he called again to us, aiking if we wanted to have 
all the cavaliy dedro]^jed. 'W^e then retreated until we reached our pod. 
during the time of which, our two guns, under the dirc<dion of Me¬ 
drano, though they frequently fwept the caufeway, could not prevent 
the enemy from following us clofely. 

Here we were for a time at rdl, and engaged in relating the events 
which had happened at each pod, when on a fudden our ears were 
druck by the horrific found of the great drum, the timbals, horns, and 
trumpets, in the tcfnplc of the war god. We all dire<dcd our eyes thi¬ 
ther, and (hocking to relate ( faw our unfortunate countrymen driven by 
force, cuffs, and badmadcs*' to the place where they were to be facrid- 
ced, which bloody io^remony accompanied by the mournful found 
of all the indruments of the/temple. We perceived that when they had 
brought the unfortunate victims to the dat fummit of the body of the 
temple, where were the adoratories, they put plumes upon their heads, 
and with a kind pf fan in the hand of each, ma^ them dance before 
their accurfed idols. When th^ had done this, they laid them upon 
rfieir backs,, on the ^one ufed for the purpofe, where they cut out their 
heartt, alive, and having prefented them, yet {Mdpitatifig^ to their gods, 
they drew the bodies down the fteps by the feet, where they were taken 
by t^hers of their |>neds. Let the reader think what were our fenfa- 
tions on thisocoadon. Oh heay^y God! faid we to ourfelvcs, do 
not fui^^us to.he facrificed by thefe wretches! do not fuOer us to die 
fo cruel a death! mid then how (hocking a sefle< 5 tion, that we were un¬ 
able to relieve oiir poor friends who were thus murdered before our eyes! 
at this moment the enemy af&iled our poll in great force, reviling us 
and faying their god$ had promiied us-all to them. .Our Indian allies 
funk under the dreadful ideas they exprefled, when they threw among 
them aUb fome of the mangled remains of their horrid feails, other parts 
being rouxid aU the* neighbouring diftri€l$, as a triumphant me- 
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morial. Wc ilill however maintained poHeDion of our poft, otie half 
of our cavalry being on the caufeway and the other half in the town.' 

Our new allies on the lake had fuf^»ed.coniiderabiy by tl» enemy, 
having loft half their canoes, but they continued firm to us, from ani- 
mofity to them, or contented themfclves with being mere lookers on, arul 
did not moleft us. Cortes in conftquencc of our loftes ordered a ceftiu- 
tion of attacks, which lafted for the fpace of four days, during whicli 
we did not quit our pofts, having loft near eighty men, and feven hor- 
fes, in the laft engagement. The enemy alfb gained ground on us, and 
made new ditches and water cuts, but wc had a very deep and dcfen> 
fiblc one in front of our quarters. Sandoval and Tapia on their return 
to the general, reported to him the valiant manner in which our ibldicrs 
were behaving when they arrived at our poft ; Sandoval alfo mentioned 
me particularly, and faid thofe things in my commendation, which, 
exclutive of the fadts being known to our whole army, would not be 
proper to repeat of myfclf. 

During this ceftkion, our whole force of infantry kept guard on 
the caufeway at nigh^ ftanked by the brigantines, one half of the ca- 
yalry patroling in Tacuba, the other half on the caufeway. In the morn¬ 
ing we prepared to receive the enemy, who every day continued facri- 
ficing our poor companions, and when th^ attacked, revil«l us faying, 
that our fl^ was too bitter to be eaten, and truly it feems that fuch a 
miracle was wrought. For five days together the enemy continued 
their aflaults, being promifed, as they ftiid, our ckftrudtion, by their 
gods, within the fpacc of eight days ^ but their godi as it appears to me^ 
were perverfe and treachermis to thern^ not permitting them to think of 
peace, and thus leading them to ruin. This language however, and 
the laft menace in particular, had fuch an efj^ upon our allies, toge¬ 
ther with the bad a.ppearance of our a^irs, that th^ almoft entirely 
deferted us in the courfe of a night. The only one who remained with 
Cortes, was, Suchcl, otherwife Don Carlos, brother of Fernando lord 
of Tczcuco. He was a man of great bravery. His friends who ftaid 
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by him amounted to about forty. With Sandoval remained the chief 
of GuaxocingOy with about fifty, and in ours the brave Chichimccate* 
clc, the two foils of our friend D. Lorwnzo de Vargas, and about eighty 
Tlafcalans. Being queflioned as to the flight of their countrymen they 
/aid, that the gods of the Mexicans had predidted our de/lrudtion ; that 
they faw us all wounded, and many killed, that their own lofs was 
above one thoufand two hundred killed, and that the younger Xicoten- 
ga had from the flrfl foretold that we fliould be all put to death; and 
therefore, con/idering us as loft, their countrymen had quitted us. Cor¬ 
tes though he thought what they faid much too true, put on a chcar- 
ful appearance, ridiculed the predictions of the enemy, and aftured them 
that all would do well. He thereby was fortunate enough to induce 
the few who yet remained to /lay with us to the laft. The Indian Don 
Caries, a brave and wife man now reprefented to Cortes the erroneous 
fyftem on which he had-aClcd, and alfo that which the fltuation of the 
enemy pointed out, advi/ing him not to fuftcr his troops to fight. **Cut 
** off’* faid he “their provifions and water; there arc in Mexico fo ma- 
“ ny Xiquipils of warriors, how can they fubfift? their provifions muft 
“ at fomc time be expended, the water which thgr get from the wdls 
“ is fait, and they have no refource but from the'frajuent rains; fight 
** than by hunger and thirft, and do not throw away your own force. 
Cortes embraced D. Carlos for his advice; not that the fame had not 
occurred to many of us before, but wc were too impatient. 

* 

Cortes began upon his new fyftem, by fending orders to all the 
detachments to remain in their quarters for the next three days. As 
the enemy were fo ftrong upon the lake, we always fent out two vcflels 
in company; they had now acquired the method of breaking through 
the paliiikdoes by the force, of oars and iails, when tliere* was a good 
wind. Thus wc wact mafters of the;lake, and alfo of all the houfes 
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which were -at any little diftance from the city. This ilackened the 
triumphs of the Mexicans- As our vcflels broke through the enemy’s 
paUi&does, they could flank us while we carried on our work. Ailing 
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the ditches in our front. This we effcdled at all our polls in the Ipace 
of four days, Cortes himfclf carrying the beams and earth. 

During each night of this period the enemy continued beating their 
accurfed drum in the great temple; nothing cm equal the difmal ini- 
prellion its found conveyed. They were then in the execution of their 
infernal ceremonies; the whole place was illuminated, and their (hricks 
at c'crtaiii intervals pierced the air. For ten nights together were they 
thus employed in putting to death our unfortunate companions; Chrif- 
tpval dc Guzman was the Udl facriheed; he was in their hands eighteen 
days; this we were informed by fome of our prifoners, and for every 
facrificc, we were told that their war god renewed to them the promife 
of vidlory. The enemy at times during the-foregoing period brought 
our own crofsbows againft us, and made the unfortunate prifoners Ihoot 
them; but our poll derived its fafety from the excellent management of 
the tw'o g^ns under P. M. Medrano, and we frill advanced, gaining 
every day a bridge or a parapet. Our vclTcIs alfo continually intercept¬ 
ed their canoes loaded with provifion and w'ater, alfo thofe which were 
employed in procuring that nutritive fubftance which when dry rclem- 
bles chcelib, and is found at the bottom of the lake. In this manner of 
proceeding twelve or thirteen days had now palled, our lives therefore 
exceeded the date allowed them by the predidlion of the Mexican priefts. 
This gave our allies courage, and in compliance with the requifition of 
our Heady friend Suchel, two thoufand warriors from Tcsfcuco returned 
to us. There came with them Captain Pedro J&inchcZ'Farfan, and An- 
thonio de Villaroel, afterwards matried to La OjcdlA, who had been left 
behind in Tczcuco. Many bodies allb of our Tlalcalan and other allies 
arrived about the fame time. Cortes having futmrioned their chiefs, 
made them a fpeech, partly of reprimand and partly of hopes and pro¬ 
miles, concluding it with an admonition to than not to put to death any 
of the Mexicans, as it was his wilh to ncgociate for peace. 

The heavy rains at this l^fon of the year were much in our favor, 

the enemy always relaxing in their exertions when they came on. Wc 
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liad now advanced confiderably into the city at «ich of the three attacks t 
we had alfo reached the fountains of brackdh water, which we totally 
deftroyed, and the cavaliy could a< 5 t through the whole fpace which 
we had gainoi, as it was our care to make it level for them. 

Our general thought the prefent a good juncture to offer peace to 
the Meidcansj he therefore propofed to three of his principal prifoners 
"to go with his meflage to their king, Guatimotzin, but they declined 
it, alledging that he would certainly put them to death. At length 
however he prevailed With them toc«rry his propofal, which was to 
this purport. That from the affe^ion he bore to all the family of the 
great Montezuma, in order alfb to prevent the dcflrudtion of that great 
city, and the loft of lives, he was willing to treat of peace, calling to 
tlic recollcMStion of Guattmotzih, that his troops and people were cut off 
from provjjfions and water, and that all thofe nations which had former¬ 
ly been the vaflals of Mexico were now the allies of the Spaniards; with 
many more ftrong arguments to the fame purpofe, which the embaflk- 
dors very-well uhderftood. Previous to their going they deiired that 
the general would provide them with a letter, under which authority 
thqr waited on the monarch;-fobbing ahd Wailing bitterly, as knowing 
the danger which attended their bufineft. At firft Guatimotzin and his 
chiefs appeared ^raged, but the moderation of his difpofition prevailed, 
and he rcfolvcd to call a council coihpoied of the princes, chiefs, and 
priefts of the cityi Guatimotzin opened the bufthefs by exprefling his 
own inclination ^o iconie info terms; expofing the inefEcacy of their re- 
fiftance, the defeition of fhcdr allies, aiul the diftrdfes of the people. 
The priefts took the oppoftte opinion. They reprefented the conduct of 
the Spaniards from the firft, their treatment of his uncle the great Mon¬ 
tezuma, of Cacamatzin, and of various' other princes as foon as they 
had got them in their power; alfb.the death of the two fons of Mon¬ 
tezuma, which they laid to their cWgc* tbe deftnuftibh and wafte of 
the wealth of MEXICO, and the, malkl of with which they had 
branded other iiati<n)s. *!^ey li^mk^ed him of his own martial ftme 
and condudt, of the infidioufneft of Cortes and his offers, and the 
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jiromifes of vidlory they had obtained from tlieir gods. Guatimotztn 
then exprelT<:d his determination to fight to the laft man and gave orders 
to Iparc the provifions as much as polhblc, to fink wells in various pla¬ 
ces, and to endeavour to obtain fupplics by night. 

Our army remained at their ports for two days quietly, expedbing 
the anfwcr from Mexico. We w'crc then attack^ at al&|K>ints by great 
bodies of the enemy, who fell on us like lions, doling upon and endea¬ 
vouring to (eize us in their hands, w'henever the horn of Guatimotzin 
was founded. For feven days were we thus engaged, w^atching in a 
body during the night, at day break going into adbion, fighting during 
the day, and in the evening retiring to confblc ourfclvcs with our mifery 
of maize cakes, agi or pepper, tunas, and herbs. Our offer of |Tcacc 
only ferved for new matter for the enemy to revile us on, reproaching 
us as cowards, and faying, that peace was for women and arms for 
men. 


It has been mentioned that the wretched remains of our country¬ 
men were fent round to different provinces, to fummon and encourage 
them to come to the aid of the Mexicans. In confeqtience, a force af- 
fcmbled from Matalzingo, Malinalco, and other places at the dirtance 
of eight leagues from Mexico, to fall on our rear, while the 
enemy from the city attacked qs in front. When they had aflemblcd 
as above mentioned, they began to commit outrages upon the country 
between them and us, feizing the children in order to facrificc. Com¬ 
plaints of this coming to Cortes, he detached Andres dc Tapia with 
twenty cavalry and one hundred infantry againft the enemy. This 
officer executed his miffion completely, driving thqn back to their own 
country with lofs. 

Cortes then fent Sandoval to affift the people of the dirtridt called 
by us Ciiernabaca, wdio were attacked in the fame manner. There is 
much to fay in rcfpedl; to this expedition ; too much indeed to be able 
to do jurticc to it without going into the details; fuffice it that it was 
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more peaceable than warlike, and of the happicA ef!e<£l for us, Sando\*a] 
returning accompanied by two chiefs of the nation he had marched 
againlf. His return was very fudden, in order to prote^ our pofts, 
which w'erc in a moll perilous way j for this draft had difmantled them, 
as he had with him every man really fit for duty, being twenty cavalry 
and eighty infantr)'. Hovi ever he by his expedition faved both our al¬ 
lies and us. 

Cortes now again lent an cmbalTy to Guatimotzin, faying he had 
his Monarch’s orders to fave if pofliblc that fine cityj he reminded Gu¬ 
atimotzin of the diftrefs of the wretched people, and to convince him 
that he had no hope from his allies, he fent the meflage by the two 
chiefs who accompanied Sandoval. The Mexican monarch returned no 
anfwcr, except ordering the amballadors immediately to quit the city. 
The enemy now increaled every day the fury of their attacks; their cx- 
prefTions were, “Tenitoz rede Caflillal Tenitoz Axaca?” which means, 
“ what fays the king of Caflille? what does he now?” We Hill con¬ 
tinued advancing towards the heart of the city, and oblerved that not- 
withflanding the rage with which they alTailed us, for it feemed as if 
they wifhed to meet their deaths, there was not fo much movement 
among them as formerly, nor did they fo bufily employ themfcives in 
opening the ditches. We alfo had caufc for rdlcdlion of a Icfs pkafant 
nature which w'as, that our powder was almofl reduced to nothing. 
At this moment moft fortunately, arrived at the port of Villa Rica, a 
vcfl'el with ftddiers and ordnance ilores, one of an armament fitted out 
by the Licentiate Lucas Vafquez de Aillon, which had been deflroyed 
or difperfed near the Iflands of Florida. The relief and reinforcement 
were immediately forwarded to Cortes, by his lieutenant, Rangel. 
It was now determined by Cortes and all the army to pulh for the great 
place or Taltclulco of the cky, on account of the principal temples and 
ftrong buildings being there. Each of our detachments therefore ad¬ 
vanced for the purpofe. Cortes got polTellion of a fmall fquaFe at which 
were feme temples; in thofe temples were beams whereon were placed 
the heads of many of our foldicrs j their hair and beards had much 
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l^rown; I couli! nftt Imvc believed it had I not (Icn it with niv owneyei 
in three days after, w^hen our party had advanced near enough to get a 
view of them, after having filled tw'o canals. I recognift-d the features 
of thre-e of our friends, and the tears came into my eyes at the fight. 
In twelve days they wxre all buried by us in that which is now nanted 
the church of the martyrs. 

The detachment of Alvarado continued to advance, and after an 
engagement of two hmirs forcal the enemy from their barricades in the 
great fquarc. The cavalry now rendered good fervicc in the open fparc, 
and the enemy were driven before us into the temple of the Avar god. 
Alvarado divided his forces into three bodies, and while he occupied the 
attention of the enemy with two, he ordered the third, commanded hy 
Gutierre do Badajoz, to drive them from, and take poflcflion of the 
great temple. Tlie enemy, headed by their pricfls, occupied the ado- 
ratories or fandluarics of their idols, and rq>ulfed our troops, driving 
them down the fteps; which being oblerved by Alvarado, he then fent 
us to fupport them, and on our arrival, having afeended to the top, we 
completely drove the enemy from that poft; having done which, we 
fet fire to the images of their falfc gods, and planted our ftandard on the 
liimmit of the temple. The view of this fignal of vidlory rejoiced Cor¬ 
tes, who would fain have joined us, but he had it not in his power. 
He was then diftant a quarter of a league, and had many ditches to fill 
as he advanced. In four days from this time,* both he and Sandoval had 
worked their way to us, and the communications to the three ports were 
opened through the centre of the city of Mexico. This attack upon 
the temple was truly perilous j the edifice was very lofty, and the ene¬ 
my numerous; and they continued to engage us on the flat ground at 
the fummit, from the time that we had fet fire to the idols and their 
adoratorics, until night.' The rdyal palaces were now levelled to the 
ground, Guatimotzin and his troops having retired to a quarter of the 
city more dirtant from the centre, and towards thcTake. 


Still they attacked us in the day, and at n%ht purlued us to our 
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quarters, and thus time pafTcd over, and no proportion was made con¬ 
cerning peace. Our chiefs then propofed a plan of laying ambufeades. 
Thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry of the prime of our army, to¬ 
gether with onc 'thoufand Tlafcalans were polled in concealment, in 
fome large houfes which had belonged to a nobleman of the city. This 
was done during the night. Cortes with the reft of his troops, in the 
morning went to attack a poll at a bridge, which Guatimotzin had or¬ 
dered to be fupported by a large, force. Cortes after his firft attack re¬ 
treated, drawing the enemy after him, by the buildings where the troops 
were placed in concealment. At the proper moment he fired two (hots 
clofe together as a lignal to us ; we fallied out, and the enemy being 
cnclofcd between us, our allies, ^ and the party of Cortes which faced 
about, a dreadful havoc was made of them, and from that time they 
no more annoyed us in our retreat. Another trap was alfo laid for them 
by Alvarado, but not with the fame fuccefs; I was not prclcnt at it, 
being ordered by Cortes to do duty for that time with his party. 

From our quarters we had to march above half a league to meet 
the enemy; we now therefore quitted that poll altogether, and lodged 
ourfelves in the great fquare or Taltelulco. Here W'e were for three days 
without doing any thing worth mentioning i we alfo abllained from de- 
ftroying any more of the city, in the hopes of peace. 

Cortes at this time fent to Guatimotzin requefting him to furrendcr, 
under the ftrongeft alTuranccs of enjoying the plentitude of power and 
honors. He accompanied this embafty with as handfomc a prefent as 
his fituation permitted, of provifions, bread, fowls, fruit, and game. 
Guatimotzin as he was adviied to do by thofe whom he confultcd, dif- 
£mulated, and feemed inclined to a pacification. He fent four of his 
principal nobility, with a promife to come to an interview with Cortes 
in three days- But this was all feigned; he employed the time in for¬ 
tifying his quarter of the town, and nnaking preparations to attack us. 
He alfo endeavoured to amufe us by a fecond embafty, biu we were 
now adviied of his fcheines. in ia^, from what he was told by thofe 
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about him, and from the example of his uncle Montezuma, he was 
afraid to truft himfelf in our hands. But the malic was foon thrown 
off; we were attacked by great bodies of the enemy, W'ith fuch violence. 
that it appeared as if all w'as beginning anew. Having been rather ta¬ 
ken by furprife, they did us at firft fome mifehief, killed one Ibldicr,. 
and two horfes; but in the end we fent them back with very little to 
• boaft of. Cortes ordered his troops now to proceed againft thiU part of 
the city where the quarters of Guatimotzin were; accordingly we began 
upon our former fyftcm, and gained ground as we had before tlone elfc- 
whcrc. When the king perceived this, he delired an interview with 
Cortes, on the fide of a large canal which was to feparatc them. To 
this Cortes readily aflented, and it was to take place on the enfuing 
morning. Cortes attended, but Guatimotzin never appeared; infteail 
of which he fent feveral of his principal nobility, who faid that the king 
did not think proper to come, from an apprehenfion that we might 
fhoot him during the parley. Cortes then engaged by the mod: foknm 
oaths not to do him any injury whatever, but it was of no eftedt. A 
ridiculous farce was played here: two of the nobility who attended on 
the part of Guatimotzin, took out of a fack, bread, a fowl, and cher¬ 
ries, which they began to cat, in order to imprefs the Spaniards with an 
idea that they were not in want. Cortes feeing the manner in which 
he was treated, fent back an hoftile meflage and retired; after this wc 
were left unmolefted for the fpace of four or five days. During this 
time numbers of wretched Indians, reduced by famine, furrounded our 
quarters every night. Cortes pitied their milcrable fituation, and hop¬ 
ing that it might induce the enemy to come into terms of accommoda¬ 
tion, ordered the cell^tion of hodilities to be ftri<5lly adhered to; but na 
overture of the kind was made. 

There was in the army of Cortes a foldier who boafited of having 
ferved in Italy, and of the great battles which he had feen there. Hi; 
name was Sotelo, and he was a native of Seville. This man was eter¬ 
nally talking of the wonderful military machines which he knew the 
art of cordlrudling, and how he could make a ftone engine which 
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Hioulii in two days dtftioy that \\ hole quarter of the city where GuatU 
niotzin liad retreated. He told Cortes fo many fine things of this kind, 
that he pcrfimJcd lu'm into a trial of hi.s experiments, lime, ftonc, and 
timber Ix-ing brought, according to his defire; the carpenters were alfo 
fit to work, two ftrong cables were made, and ftoncs the fize of a bufliel 
were prepared. Tile machinery was now all ready, the /lone which 
was to be ejetSbed W'as put in its place, and the wdiole apparatus was 
played o/F* againft the quarters of Guatimotzin. But behold! in/lead of 
taking that direction, the ftone flew' up vertically into the air, and re¬ 
turned exactly into the place from whence it had been launched. Cortes 
was enraged and afhaincd: he reproached the foldicr, and ordered the 
macliincry to be taken dow'n; but flill it continued the joke of the 
army. 

Cortes now gave orders to Sundo\al, to go with the flotilla again/l 
that part or nook of the city whither Guatimotzin had retired, caution¬ 
ing him at the fame time not to kill or injum any Mexican, unlcfs he 
was attacked, nor even then to do more tlian was abfolutely nece/Iary 
Ibr his own defence; but to level all the houfes, and the many advan¬ 
ced works which the enemy had made in the lake. Cortes afeended 
then into the great temple, wdth feveral of his officers and foldicrs, to 
obfirve the movements of his fleet. When Sandoval approached the 
quarters of Guatimotzin, that prince, who had great apprehenfions of 
being made prifoner, availed himfclf of the preparations which he had 
made tor his efcape, and embarking liimfclf, his family, his courtiers, and 
officers, with their moft valuable effects, on board fifty laige piraguas, 
the whole body let off for the main land, as did all his nobility and 
chiefs in various dircdlions. Sandoval who was at this time occupied 
in making his way by tearing down the houfes, received immediate no¬ 
tice of the flight of Guatimotzin. He inllantly fet out in the purfuit, 
giving ftri<5l orders that no injury or infult fhould be offirred, but that 
each fliould keep a fteady eye upon the royal veflel, and do his utmofl: 
to get pofleffion of it. He particularly directed however Garci Holguin, 
his intimate friend, and captain of the quickeft failer of the fleet, to 
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make for that part of the fliorc whither Gviatimotzin was moft likely 
to go. Accordingly this officer followed his inifrudlions, and falling 
in with the vcllels, from certain particulars in its appearance, fti iu^lurc, 
and awning, he afeertained that which the king was on board of. He 
made figns to the people in it to bring to, but without eftedt i he then 
ordered his crofsl>ow-mcn and mufquetecrs to preient, upon which Gu- 
atimotzin called out to them not to Ihoot, and approaching the vcfTel, 
acknowledged himfclf for what he was, declaring his rcadincl's to fub- 
mit, and go with them to their general, but requefting that his queen, 
his children, and attendants fliould Ik' fuffered to remain unmolefled. 
Holguin received hiitf with the greateH: refpedt, together with his queen, 
and twenty of his nobility. He feated them on the poop of his fhip, 
and provided refrcfhmcnts for them, commanding, that the piraguas 
W'hich carried the kings effedts, flioiild follow untouched. 

Sandoval at this moment maile a fignal for the flotilla to clofc up 
to him, and perceived that Guatimotzin was prifoner to Holguin, who 
was taking him to Cortes, Upon this he ordered his rowers to exert 
their utmoft to bring him up to Holguin’s veflel, and having arrived by 
the fide of it, he demanded Guatimotzin to be delivered to him as gene¬ 
ral of the whole force; but Holguin ref'ufed, alledging that he had no 
claim whatever. A veflel which went to carry the intelligence of the 
great event, brought allb to Cortes who was then on.the fummit of the 
great temple in the Taltclulco, very near the part of the lake where Gu¬ 
atimotzin was captured, an account of the difpute between his officers. 
Cortes inllarttly difpatchcd Captain Luis Marin and Francifeo dc Lugo, 
to bring the whole party together to his quarters, and thus to flop all 
litigation; but he enjoined them not to omit treating Guatimotzin and 
his queen with the greateft refpedt. During the interval, he employed 
Ivimfelf in arranging a flatc, as well as he could, with cloths and man¬ 
tles. He alfo prepared a table with refrcfhmcnts, to receive his prifo- 
ners. As foon as they appeared, he went forward to meet them, and 
embracing Guatimotzin, treated him and all his attendants with every 
mark of refpetfl. Tiie unfortunate monarch, with tears in his eyes, 
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ami finking under affli<n:ion, then addrclled him in the following 
words. “ Malintzin! 1 have done that which was my duty in the dc- 
‘ ‘ fence of my kingdom and people; my efforts have failed, and being 
“ now brought by force a prifoncr in your hands, draw that poinard 
“ from your fide, and fiab me to the heart.” Cortes embraced, and 
ufed every cx|>refiion to comfort him, by afiuranccs that he held him 
in high eftimation for the valour and firmnefs he had fhewn, and that 
he had required a fubmifiion from him and the people at the time that 
they could no longer rcafonably hope for fuccefs, in order to prevent 
further dcftrudlion; but that was all paft, and no more to be thought 
of; he fhould continue to reign over the people, aVhe had done before. 
Cortes then enquired after his queen, to which Guatimotzin replied,- 
that in confequence of the compliance of Sandoval with his requeft, flic 
and her women remained in the piraguas, until Cortes fliould decide as 
to their fate. The general then caufed them to be fent for, and treated 
them in the befl: manner his fituation afforded. The evening w'as drawl¬ 
ing on, and it appeared likely to rain; he therefore font the whole roy¬ 
al family to Cuyoacan, under the care of Sandoval. The reft of the 
troops then returned to their former quarters; we to ours of Tacuba, 
and Cortes, proceeding to Cuyoacan, took the command there, fending 
Sandoval to refume his ftation at Tepcaquilla. Thus was the fiegc of 
Mexico brought to a conclufion by the capture of Guatimotzin and his 
cliicfs, on the thirteenth of Auguft, at the hour of vefpers, being the 
day of St. Hyppolitus, in the year of our Lord one thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and twenty one. Glorified be our Lord Jefus Chri^, and our la¬ 
dy the Holy Virgin Mary his blefled jnothcr, ampnj^ 

In the night after Guatimotzin was made priforjer, there was the 
greateft tempeft of rain, thunder, and lightening, efpecially about mid¬ 
night, that ever was knowm; but all the foldiers were as deaf as if they 
liad been for an hour in a ftecplc, with the bells ringing about their 
ears. This w^as owing to the continual noife of the enemy for ninety 
three day's; fomc preparing their troops and bringing them on, fliout- 
ing, railing, and vvhiftling, as fignals to attack us on the caufewray; 
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others in the canoes coming to attack onr vcflels; fome again at work 
upon their pallifadocs, or opening the ditches and water cuts, and mak¬ 
ing ftonc parapets, or preparing their magazines of darts and arms, and 
the women fupplying the (lingers with their ammunition. Then from 
the temples and adoratories of their accurfed idols, the timbals and horns, 
and the mournful found of their great drum, and other difmal noifes, 
were inccffantly alTailing our ears, fo that day or night we could hardly 
hear each other fpcak. But thefe dins immediately ceafed on the cap¬ 
ture of Guatimotzin, for which rcafon as I have obferved, wc felt like 
fo many men juft efcaped from a fteeplc whery all ifhe Iwjls were ringing 
about our ears. 

Guatimotzin was of a noble appearance !x>th in perfon and counte¬ 
nance; his features were rather large, and chearful, with lively eyes. 
His age was about twenty three or four years, and his complexion ve¬ 
ry fair for an Indian. His queen the niece of Montezuma, was young, 
and very handfomc. 

In regard to the difpute between Sandoval and Holguin, Cortes 
related to them the circumftancc from the Roman hiftory, of the capture 
of Jugurtha, and the difpute of Marius and Sylla, about which of them 
fliould have the honor of it, and that this difpute was produd.ive of 
moft fatal civil wars; but faid that he would lay the whole affair before 
his Majefty, by whofe arbitration it ffiould be decided, which of the 
two fliould have the a<ftion emblazoned in his arms. In two years from 
this time the Emperor’s orders upon the fubjedl arrived; they were to 
this purpole; that Cortes fliould bear in his arms the feven kings, re- 
prefenting Montezuma, Guatimotzin, and the princes, of Tczcuco, 
Iztapalapa, Cuyoacan, Tacuba, and Matalzingo. 

What I am going to mention is truth, and I fwcar and fay amen 
to it. I have read of the deftruftion of Jcrufalem, but I cannot conceive 
that the mortality there exceeded this of Mexico; for all the people from 
the diftant provinces which belonged to this empire had concentrated 
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fliemfllvcs licrc, where they moftly died. The f^reets, the fquarc':, 
the houfes, and the courts of the Taltclulco were covered with dead bo¬ 
dies; we could not ftep witliout treading on them; the lake and canals 
were filled with them, and the flench was intolerable. For this rcalbn, 
our troops immediately after the capture of the royal family retired to 
their former quarters. Cortes himfclf was for fome time ill from tlie 
cfiedl of it. 

Tile veficls were now the beft fituation, thole on board carr)ung 
away all the plunder, for they had accefs to houfes in the water which 
were not in our reach. They alfo found what the Mexicans had con¬ 
cealed in the reeds, and on the borders of the lake, and intercepted that 
which was curried out of our reach by water. We on land gained no¬ 
thing but honor and wounds. The we:ilth our navy got was muclt 
more than we could guefs at; Guatimotzin and all his chiefs declaring, 
W'hcn enquiry was made as to the public treafure, that it had moflly 
fiillcn into their hands. 

To return to the flate of Mexico. Guatimotzin now requeued of 
Cortes, th)i^ pcrminion-4lio^xM'ijb<$ clear the city entirely of the 

inhabitants, in order to purify it, and reftorc its falubrity. Accordingly 
they were ordered to remove to the neighbouring towns, and for three 
days, and three nights, all the c'aufew’ays were full, from one end to 
the other, of men, women, and children, fo weak and fickly, fqualid 
and dirty, and peflilential, that it w'as mifery to behold them. When 
all thofc who were able had quitted the city, we went to examine the 
Rate of it, which was as 1 have deferibed. The llrccts, courts, and 
houfes were covered with dead bodies, and fome miferable wretches 
were creeping about, in the different flages of the mofl offenfive difor_ 
ders, the conl'equcnces of famine and improper food. The ground was 
all, broken up to get at the roots of fiich vegetation as it afforded, and 
the very trees were ff ripped of their bark! There was no frefh water in 
the town. During all their diftrefs however, though their conffant 
pra^^fice was to fcafl on fuch as they took prifoners, no inffance occurred 
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of their having preyed on each other; and certainly never cxifted lince 
the creation a people - wted y' fuiflered ib much from hunger, thiril, and 
warfare. 

After having returned thanks to God, Cortes determined to cele¬ 
brate his fuccefs by a fcftival in Cuyoacan; a veflel had arrived at Villa 
Rica with a cargo of wine, and hogs hatl been provided from the Idand 
of Cuba. To this entertainment he invited all the officers of his army, 
and alfo the foldiers of eftimation, and all things being prepared, on 
the day appointed, we waited on our general. When we came to fit 
down to dinner there were not tables for one half of iij,; this brought 
on great confufion among the company, and indeed for many reafons it 
would have been much better let alone. The plant of Noah was the 
caufc of.many fooleries and worlc things; it made fomc leap over the 
tables who afterwards could not go out at the doors, and many rolled 
down the fieps. The private foldiers fwore they would buy hoiles u’ith 
golden harnefs; the crofsbow-mcn W'ould ufe none but golden arrows; 
all were to have their fortunes made. When the tables w'cre taken aw^ay 
the foldiers danced in their armour, with the ladies, as many of tliem 
as there were, but the difproportion in numbers w'as very great. Tliis 
fcenc was truly ridiculous. I will not mention the names, fufficc it to 
fay a fair field was opened for fatire. Fray De Olmcdo thought what 
he obferved at the feaft, and in the dances too fcandalous, and com¬ 
plained to Sandoval; and the latter dircdlly told Cortes how the reverend 
father was fcolding and grumbling. Cortes, difcrcet in all his actions, 
then came to him and afiebling to difapprovc the whole, requefied thai 
he would order a folemn mafs and thankfgiving, and preach a fermon 
to the foldiers on the moral and religious duties. Fra Bartholome was 
highly pleafed at this, thinking it had originated fpontancoufly from 
Cortes, and not knowing that the hint had been given him by Sandoval. 
Accordingly, the crucifixes and the image of our Lady were borne in fb- 
Icmn procclfion, wdth drums and ftandards; the litany was fung during 
the ceremony. Fra Bartholome preached and adminifteied the facraineut, 
atid w'e returned thanks to God for our vi<5tor>'. 
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Cortes now took leave of his allies, the Tlafcalan chiefs, and alfo 
of Suchel otherwife Don Carlos, a very brave man, as was another, a 
captain of fomc city near the lake the name of which I forget; but he 
did wonders. Many others who had rendered us moft important fervi- 
ces departed at the fame time. Cortes difmifloi them all to their homes 
with many embraces, thanks, and compliments, promifing that he 
would foon make them rich, and great lords, and give them lands and 
vadals, fo that they took their departure in high fpirits. They had 
however fccurcd fomething more fubftantial than promifes, for they 
were well loadcn with the plunder of Mexico, nor were they behind the 
enemy in their cannibal feafts, carrying with them portions preferved, 
to fupply their friends on their return home. 

Now that I am paft thcle furious combats, through which, prai- 
fed be God he was plcafed to condudl me fafe, I have to mention a cer¬ 
tain particularity relative to myfelf, and it is this. When I fiiw the fa- 
crifice of our feventy two countrymen, and their hearts taken out and 
offiircd to the w'ar god of the Mexicans, I had a ienfation of fear. Some 
may confidcr this as want of fimmefsj but if they weigh it duly, they 
will find that it was in truth the refult of loo much courage, which 
caufed me to run into extreme and uncommon dangers; for in that day 
I confidcred myfelf a moll: valiant foldier, and was fo efteemed by all; 
and was uled to do that which was attempted by the boldell, and 1 was 
always under the eye of my captain. As I have before obferved, when 
I fawmy companions facrificed, their hearts taken out palpitating, and 
their legs and arms cut off and eaten, 1 feared it might one day or other 
be my own lot, for they had me in their hands twice, but it was God’s 
will that i (hould efcape; but I remembered, and thought on what I 
had leen, and from this time I feared that cruel daith; and this I men¬ 
tion, bccaulc before I went into battle, I felt a great depreihon and un- 
eaffnefs about my heart, and then recommending myfelf to God and his 
bleffcd mother our Lady, the'inffant I was engaged with the enemy it 
left me. Still I am furpriled that it came upon me when I Ihould have 
felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many !. I 
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had been engaged. But I declare I never knew what fear was, until 
1 faw the maflacre of the feventy two foldicrs. Let thofc cavaliers who 
have been in defperate battles and mortal dangers now decide what w’as 
the caufe of my fears; I fay that it was excefs of courage; and for this 
reafon; that 1 knew the gre-atnefs of the danger inti> which I was deter¬ 
mined to go, and knowingly, and voluntarily, encountered it. Many 
engagements are related in my hirtory Ix-'fides thofc I tvas at; but if my 
body were of iron, I could not have been at all; and I was much of- 
tener wounded than whole. 

r mull: obferve, that the Mexicans did not kill our foldicrs, bu» 
wounded, and carried them off, to facrificc alive, to their gods.’ 
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CHAPTER 1. 


TraiyfaElions and occurrences in New Spain JuhJequtnL 

to the conquejt. 

A.FTER the conqiicfl, as foon as Cortes had Icifurc to turn his 
mind to objc<5i:s of police and internal regulation, he dirctffed that the 
aqucdutls fliould be refVortd, and the city cleared of the dead, fo that 
within two months it might be inhabited as Ix-fore. 'I'hc palaces and 
houfes he ordered to be repaired, and pointed out that part which was 
to be inhabited by the natives, and that which was to be referved for 
the Spaniards. 

Guatimotzin now^ applied in the name of many of his principal 
nobility to Cortes, requefling that he would order fuch of their women 
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of rank as had ba;n taken by our foldicrs, to be delivered to their huf- 
bands, and fathers. The general found fome difficulty in this, but 
agreed to permit them to make ftarch, and fuch as wifhed to return, he 
allured them that he would caufc to be given up. They ibirched 
through every houfe, and though the women hid themfelves they found 
many, but very few were inclined to return; they declared that they 
detefted the idolatry of their countiy^mcn, and in addition they were 
many of them pregnant, fo tliat of the whole number three only went 
back to their families. 

One of the firft public works undertaken was an arfenal in the 
city, fo fituated as to include our flotilla. Alvarado was to the beft of 
my knowledge appointed alcalde, until the arrival of Salazar de la Pc- 
drada. All the gold, fllvcr, and jewels, which w'erc now collc<5lcd in 
Mexico, amounted to the paltry fum of three hundred and eighty thou- 
land crowns. It was reported that Guatimotzin had thrown great 
quantities into the lake four days before the furrender of the town, and 
it was well known that a confidcrable fliarc had fallen to our allies, and 
to thole vv ho ferved on board the fleet. Cortes was not forty to think 
Guatimotzin had it concealed, in hopes of obtaining it all for himfclf. 
It was then propofed to put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend 
the prince of Tacuba to the torture, to extort confelTion from them; this 
\vas certainly vcjy contrary to the inclination and difpofition of Cortes, 
who could not approve of fuch an adl of cruelty being committed on a 
perfon fo diflinguiflicd as Guatimotzin; one who was abfolute monarch 
of a country three times larger than Caftillc. In anfwer to all enquiries 
the king’s officers protefled that there was no more than what had been 
produced, which when melted and run into bars did not exceed three 
hundred and eighty thoufand crowns. From this the fifth for the Em¬ 
peror and another for Cortes were deducted; what remained did not at 
all fatisfy thofe of the conquerors of Mexico who were not before friends 
to Cortes. They fuggefted to the treafurer Alderetc that the general 
obje(ffed to Guatimotzin being tortured, in order to get the gold him- 
ielf. Cortes was therefore obliged to leave the unfortunate king at their 

difpofal. 
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dil'pofal, as well as the lord of Tacuba. What this inhuman procefs 
extorted from them was, a confeflion that they had, four days previous 
to the furrendcr, thrown treafurc into the lake, and alfo the mufqucts, 
bows, and other arms taken from us in our flight, and in the lafl defeat 
of Cortes. The place which Cluatimotzin pointed out was fc*arched by 
the befl: fwimmers, to no cfie<fl whatever. In a deep pond at his pa¬ 
lace was found a fun of folid gold, fimilar to that which Montezuma 
had given us, w’ith many ornaments of fmall value, the private pro¬ 
perty of Guatimotzin. On the torture the Prince of Tacuba declared 
that he had gold at fomc large houfes he pofl'efled four leagues from the 
town of Tacuba, and that, if there, he would point out to us where it 
was buried. Alvarado and fix foldicrs whereof I w^as one accompanied 
Irim thither; whai we arrived he declared he had faid fo in hopes of 
djjing on the road, for that he had no treafure wh.itever; fo we remain¬ 
ed without any more gold to melt. Tlie fadl is that the treafury was 
diminifhed to a mere trifle before it came intoGuatimotzin’s hands; and 
1 and many others who faw it at firfl knew it appeared to be then worth 
twice what it was when brought out to have his Majefly’s fhare deduct¬ 
ed: 1 obferved many articles of remarkable and curious workman- 
fliip miffing at that time; they were taken for the public fcrvice. 

I and fcveral good divers fearched that part of the lake which had 
been pointed out by Guatimotzin, and we found fome pieces of gold of 
little value, which were immediately claimed by Cortes and Alderete. 
They alfo fent down perfons and were themfelves prefent, but all tlnry 
obtained amounted to lefs than the value of ninety crowns. This made 
us very penfive and grave, when we found what mere trifles our fliares 
us they were called came to. For this reafon Fra Bartholome, and 
other cavaliers and captains, reprefented to Cortes that it would be befl. 
to divide that which fell to the lot of the whole army, among the 
wounded, the halt, the blind, the deaf, the fcorchcd, and the fick ; 
and that thofe who uad cfcaped found would renounce their claims. 
This they faid upon an expectation that it might draw out fome of the 
treafure which they fufpeCted was concealed. Cortes replied that he 
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enquire, and rtclify all. Our captains and foldicrs were then 
curi<Hts to know what the fliarcs came to fur each man. On carting it 
up it appeared, that to each liorfentan there came one hundred crow’ns, 
and to each infantry foldicr I forget how much, but no one would ac¬ 
cept it. This did not quiet the foldicrs; they murmured loudly and 
accufed the treafurer. He to exculpate himfelf faid, tliat they fitould 
blame Cortes, who had taken out a fecond fifth for himfelf, and alfo a 
dediurtion for lofs of horfes, and had retained from the common rtock 
many pieces of wrought gold to lend to his Majerty. The foldicrs of 
Narvaez who never liked Cortes thoroughly, would not take their pal¬ 
try rtiares, and as Cortes now lodged at Cuyoacan, in large buildings 
with white walls, very well adapted for fcribbling on, there appeared 
every morning libels ngainrt him in prole or verfe. The idea of one of 
them was, that as the planets fometimes wxnt a little out of their coui4c, 
but by the order of nature fpeedily reverted to it again, fo it was with 
Cortes and his ambition. Another faid we were more conquered by 
Cortes than Mexico by us, and that w'c wxre not the vi<rtors of New 
Spain, but the vanquirtied of Cortes. Some faid that he had taken his 
fifth as general, and a Iccond as king; and others again that Velafquez 
had incurred all the expence, and Cortes reaped all the profit. I rccol - 
Icirt the w'ords of one onl}': they were 

“ Que triftc efta el alma mea, 

“ Harta que la parte vea.’* 

Many were written in fuch a rtile as is not fit for me to relate, and 
fome had a turn and witty point in them which I am not able to give. 
Cortes was a poet, and prided himfelf on giving anfwers in that w'ay 
to fuch complimentary addrcllcs as he received; he alfo ufed to reply in 
pointed epigrams to thefe pafquinades which grew every day more in¬ 
decent. One day obferving the walls covered with them he wrote, “a 
white wall is paper for fools.** Next morning was found added, “and for 
truths.** At length Fra Bartholome told Cortes the thing was going too 

far 
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r.ir, and adviTcd iu'r; ,\j ili)p it, which he dui hy fhreats of fcvcrc pu 
jiiflimcivJ. 


Among the folviier- of our .irmy very l.cavy dehr.', were coe.traiflcd; 
a criif-i-bou' was fold for fifiy crowns, a mulvjuet coll one hundred, a 
liorfe eigiit luindrcd, one thouland, ai)d even more; ai\d j^’very thing 
»Ife wa-: in proportion. Then our furgeon MacHie Juan clttrged higli, 
.! > did a Dollor Murcia who was an apothecary and barber. I'hercwerc 
befidcs various other money traps, all which were to be fatisfied out (d 
our dividends. This required feme regulation; Cortes accordingly ap¬ 
pointed Sant^la Clara, a wry honorable perfon, and one I.erena, to aj>- 
preciatc each claim, which was to be paid according to tlieir avvaril, 
within two years. The value of tlie gold was alfo altered hy increafing 
tlie alloy; this was intended to ferve us in our dealing with the mer¬ 
chants from Europe or Cuba, but it had a contrary eftedt, as they were 
prepared, and added twice as much to the price of their goods. 'I'hc* 
alloy was copper, called here Tepuzque; for which reafon we call any 
one of an inferior degree to another of the fame name, Don Juan, or 
Don Alonzo Tepuzque, or the copper Don Juan &c. The abufes rc- 
fulting from this being made known to his Majefty, he was plcafcd to 
forbid the currency of this bafe metal, ordering it to J)c taken in duties 
until it was all drawn over to Caftille, and that no more of it (hould be 
made. At this time two gold-fmitbs were hanged here for running bale 
metal with the legal mark. 

I have digrefled for fomc time pafl, and will now return to the 
thread of my narrative. Cortes, as the befl w^ay to get rid of trouble- 
fome companions and demands, determined now to fend out colonics, 
and make fettlements at convenient lituations. For this purpofc Sando¬ 
val was ordered to Tuftepeque, and Guacacualco. Juan Velalquez was 
to go to Colima, one Villa Fuerte to Zacatula, Chriftoval dc Oii to 
Mechoacan, (he was at this time married to a Portugueze lady named 
Donna Phillipa dc Aranja,) and Francifeo ilc Orozra to Gua^.ua. 
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At this time the chiefs of the diftant provinces' could not bring 
thcmfclvcs to believe that Mexico was dcftrojxd: they therefore fent de¬ 
putations to afeertain the truth, and alfo to offer themfelves as vaffals to 
his Majcfty the Emperor. All made great prefents of gold to Cortes, 
and many came in perfon, and brought their children to fee the ftate of 
that powcEjpnce fo feared by them, and uled to exprefs themfelves as 
we fay, “ here Troy town flood.*** 

Curious readers will be defirous to know how it happened, that the 
conquerors of Mexico who had gone through fuch dangers to obtain 
pofTidlion of that city, fhould now quit it to fcarch for new fettlements. 
To this I reply, that the books which contained the accounts of Mon- 
tezuma*s revenues were examined to find from whence the gold, 
and other valuable articles of tribute, fuch as cacao, and cotton manu- 
fa<5lures, were fent; and it was to thefe produdlivc diflri<5ls that we 
wifhed to go. Efpecially, we were led by the example of Sandoval, 
who being known to be the particular friend of Cortes, it was not to be 
fuppofed would go upon an unprofitable enterprife. Wc alfo faw that 
the vicinity of the city of Mexico had neither mines, plantations, nor 
manufactures, but was intircly occupied by the cultivation of maize, 
and'of maguey, ^his we thought did not afford us profpeCts fuffici- 
cntly advantageous, and we went to other places where we were fudly 
difappointed. I waited upon Cortes to requefl permiflion to attend San¬ 
doval; “brother B. Diaz del Caflillo**faid the general to me, “by mycon- 
fcience you will find yourfclf miflaken; you had better flay with me, 
“ but if you are determined on going with your friend Sandoval, go in 
“ God*s name; I will always do my utmoil to take care of you, but 1 
“ tell you that you will repent of it.’* All the gold remained with the 
Emj)eror*s officers, the flavcs having been purchafed by the foldiers ac¬ 
cording to tlicir valuation at a public fale. The detachments were fent 
out to colonize the provinces at different periods, for two months after 
the capture of Mexico; however I will not any farther particularize 
them, not to trcfpafs unnecefisurily on my reader’s time. 


At 
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At this time arrived at the port of Villa Rica, Chriftoval de Tapia, 
vecdor of the Iflatid of St. Domiogo, with a commillion to take upon 
him the government of New Spain, by order of his Majcfty, and un¬ 
der the diredlion of the Bifliop of Burgos. He brought with him letters 
from the faid Bifhop of Burgos to Cortes and many others of his army, 
recommending him, to be honoureil by us as governor of New Spain, 
and befides thofe which were clofed and fcalcd, he had alfo with him 
letters filled up and which he was authorifed to addrefs as he faw occa- 
fion for hi.s own intereft. Great promifes were held out to fuch as 
would come over to the new governor, and violent threats of punifh- 
ment to thofe who made any oppofition to him. Tapia firft prefented 
his commiflion to Alvarado, then commandant in Villa Rica. Alvara¬ 
do received it with the higheft refpcdl, and faid that as he was not able 
of himfelf to decide any thing, it would be neceflary to aficmblc the 
alcaldes and regidors of the town, to have the commifiion verified be¬ 
fore them, and alfo to prove the manner in which it had been tranf- 
mitted, that they might know for a certainty that it came in a proper 
form from his Majefty’s hand. This did not cxadlly agree with the 
views of Tapia. Being advifed to proceed to Mexico and produce his 
commiflion to Cortes himfelf, he forwarded the letter of tlie bi/hop, 
and alfo wrote to Cortes upon the fubje<fl of his miflion. The flile of 
the letters was fmooth and perfuafive, but the anfwcr of Cortes was ten 
times more fo. Cortes immediately lent exprefles to fomc of the differ¬ 
ent oflicers he had detached, ordering them to go and meet Tapia who 
had already let out for Mexico, but was, in conlequencc of the direc¬ 
tion of Cortes, met on the road by Alvarado, Sandoval, Dc Soto, Val- 
denegro, Captain .Andres dc Tapia, and the reverend father Fra Maiga- 
rejo. Thefc gentlemen with much complements ami ceremony, induced 
Chriiloval de Tapia to go to Cempoalthey there requefted to lec his 
commiflion, which being verified, and acknowledged, they placed it 
on their heads in token of refped; and fubmiflion; but in regard to the 
admitting him as governor by the virtue of it, that was quite anotlicr 
affair; it was firfl: neceflary to know w'hat his Majeffy’s pleafurc was 
touching the affairs of New Spain, the true ftatc of ^^■hich had been 
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roncealctl from him by the Bifhop of Burgos, who did it to fcrve his 
own private views, and to favor Velafquez and Tapia, one of whom 
he intended Hiould marry his niece. By all this it was pretty evident to 
Tapia, that he wt>uld not ver)' fpeedily enter upon his office, and the 
difappointment affedted him to that degree that he fell fick. Our cap¬ 
tains wrote to Cortes letting him know all that had pafled, and recom¬ 
mending him to lend a good quantity of golden ingots, and try their 
cffe<5l in mollifying the f^ury of the would-jbc governor, Thefe arrived 
by tlie return of the exprefs, and with them they bought from him 
fomc negroes, three horles, and one of his Hiips; in the other Tapia 
embarked himfelf, and fet fail for the Ifland of St. Domingo, where 
he was very ill received by the court of royal audience and the brothers 
of the order of jeronymites, he having undertaken the bufinefs contrary 
to their exprefs command; but they would not exert their power far¬ 
ther againrt: one patronifed by the Bifliop of Burgos, his Majefty being 
at that time in Flanders. 

I have formerly made mention of fome particulars relative to an 
expexhtion fet on foot by one Garay. It was to colonizfr and fettle upon 
the river of Panuco, Cortes had received intelligence ol it, and rclblv- 
ed to anticipate him by fending thither a party for the fame purpofe. 
He alfo now again lent Rangel to Villa Rica as commandant, and or¬ 
dered Narvaez to be fent to him at Cuyoacan, where he refided until 
the palace which he was to inhabit in Mexico was complcated. The 
reafbn he lent for Narvaez was this; he w’as told that the latter had held 
a converfation wdth Tapia, in wdiich he advifed him to quit the country 
on as good terms as he could get, and go to his patron the Bifhop of 
Burgos in Caflille, to lay the^whole fbitc of affairs before him; telling 
him alfo to profit by the example w'hich his misfortunes fet him, as, if 
lie ffaid, he certainly would be put to death, and that fuccefs attended 
all the meafures of Cortes. When Naix'aez was brought before Cortes, 
he fell on his knees and attempted to kifs his hand, but our general 
would not permit it; he railed, and embracing Narvaez, treated hirxi 
witli all refpe<5t and regard, and made him fit by his fide. 


Cortes 
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Cortes now proceeded to take his rchdence in the ciry of Mexico, 
He divided the ground into lots for the churclics in the firft place, then 
for the monaftcries, the public buildings, and fquarcs. He dividctl the reft 
of the ground among the inhabitants that were to be, and not to walle 
more time upon the fubjedl, all thole who have feen the prefent city of 
Mexico agree, that there is not in Chriftendom one more populous, 
larger, or better built. 

While Cortes was thus employed, intelligence arrived that the pro¬ 
vince of Panuco w’as in arms. They are a warlike people, very nume¬ 
rous, and having rebelled, had killed many foldicrs of the party which 
Cortes had fent to form a colony there. He refolvcd thcref6re to go 
thither in perfon: indeed all his captains were now ablent on difRrent 
duties. Our numbers had by this time received a confiderable rein¬ 
forcement as well of thofe who had come with the veedor Tapia, as of 
fuch as luid been on the expedition to Florida with Vafqucz de Aillon, 
and of many others lately arrived from the iflands. He left a good gar- 
rifon in Mexico under Diego de Soto, and fet out on his march with 
one hundred and thirty cavalry, two hundred and fifty infantry, and 
ten thoufand Mexicans. Juft at this time De Oli returned from Me- 
choacan which he had reduced to a ftate of fubmiffion and peace, bring¬ 
ing with him the principal chief and feveral othtTS, and a quantity of 
gold. This expedition to Panuco was very expcnfivc; Cortes applied 
for a reimburfement from the crown, which could not be acceded to; 
his Majefty*s officers objected that it was undertaken on a private ac¬ 
count, to prevent the eftablifhment of a colony by Garay, and not for 
the public fcrvice. When he arrived at Panuco he found the people ve¬ 
ry rebellious. In the courfe of a few days he had two battles, in which 
lie loft three foldiers, four horfes, and above one hundred Mexicans. 
The number of the enemy amounted to above feventy thoufand warri¬ 
ors, but it was God*s will that we fhou-ld obtain the vi<5lory, with fuch 
a'ftaughtcr of the rebels as deprived them of all thoughts of making any 
head for the prefent. Thcfc people are called the Guaftecas, and Na- 
guatecas. After the laft battle Cortes again fent to fummon them to 
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fubmilTion. He employal for this purpofe fomc of the prifoners, and 
/ent with them Fra Bartholomew by whofc exhortations they were in¬ 
duced to fubmit. 

Cortes then went with one half of his trcK)ps to the river Chila, 
to reduce the Indians on tlie oppofitc fide. He fummoned them, but 
they murdered his melTengcrs. He then palled over one hundred and 
fifty infantry, and fifty cavalry, during the night. The enemy on their 
landing fell on them in great numbers, but thty were foon driven from 
the field, and our troops advancing took their quarters in a town where 
they found plenty of provifions. In the morning fome of them enter¬ 
ing the tefnplc found remains of the bodies and clothes of our country¬ 
men fomc of our foldiers thought they rccognifcd the features of their 
friends, and it was a melancholy fight to all; their remains we care¬ 
fully collected and buried. 

t 

From this place our detachment marched to another, where an 
out party reported, that great bodies of the enemy were polled in con- 
ctalmcnt in the houfes to fall upon our people when the cavalry had 
difmounted; their plan being dilcovered failed of fuccefs, but they 
fought valiantly for half an hour, and three of our foldiers died after¬ 
wards of their wounds. Thclc people contrary to the general practice 
of Indians, rallied no Icfs than three times. On the enfuing day our 
foldiers feoured the neighbourhood, and entering fome towns which 
had been abandoned, found a quantity of earthen vcllels, full of the 
wine of the country, in cellars under ground. After a Hay of five tiays 
they returned to the river of Chila. Cortes now again fummoned them, 
to which they returned for anfwer that they would come within four 
days; which Cortes waited out, but to no effcdl. He therefore deter¬ 
mined to punilh them, and during a dark and rainy night, embarking a 
large body of Mexicans, he fent them acrofs a lake to one of the enemy’s 
largell towns, which they totally dellroyed. This brought in moll of 
that country to fubmit, Cortes founded a town of one hundred and 
thirty houles, fixty three of tlie inhabitants whereof were foldiers. He 
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named it Villa de St. Eilcvan del Pucito. It is lltviitcil about a league 
from Chila. He ullott' d to it all tlv; neighbouring diflridls which had 
fiibmittcd, and gave the command to Pedro Valego. Cortes was in¬ 
formed that three difiridls which had been concerned in the murder of 
many Spaniards, but wdiich had been now received under allegiance, in¬ 
tended to fall on this port as foon as he quitted the countr)'. He in 
conleqiiencc marched againfl them and dcftroycd their towns, but they 
foon cftabliOicd them again. 

A velTcl which Cortes liad ordered to come to him with provifions 
and ncceflaries w'as at this time loft in fome ftrong gales from the north, 
whereby the new fcttlcmcnt was much diftrefled. 

Cortes on his return to Mexico was informed of depredations com¬ 
mitted on the peaceable diftridls, by fome of the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring mountains, whom he determined to chaftife in his way, 
but they anticipated him, by falling upon his rcjir and robbing the bag¬ 
gage in a bad pafs; our allies the Mexicans made them pay well tor 
this infult, and two of their chiefs were hanged. Cortes then ordered 
hoftilities to ccafe, and the people, on being fiimmoncd, came in and 
fubmitted. In the place of the chief, who was executed, Cortes ap¬ 
pointed his brother, after which he proceeded to Mexico. In all the 
provinces of New Spain ncyie was fo bad for favage and evil manners, 
as that of Panuco. They made human facrifices, and were cruel to an 
cxcefs, drunkards, filthy, and wicked, witii thirty other turpitudes. 
They were puniftied with fire and fvvord two or three times, and greater 
misfortunes befell them when Nuno dc Guzmari came to be their go¬ 
vernor, for he made them all flaves, and fold them in the iflands. 

Alonzo de Avila whom I have formerly mentioned, was now re¬ 
turned with powers from the court of royal audience :;nd the brothers of 
the order of St. Jeronymo, whereby w’c wxrc authorifed to purfue our 
conquefts, to mark flaves, and to make fettlcmcnts according to the 
practice in the Iflands of Hifpaniola and Cuba. I'h.cv alfu lent a report 
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of what ftcps they had taken, to Cailille. His Majefty was then in 
P'Jandcrs, where it was laid before him. Had Dc Avila been here’ at 
the time of Tapia’s arrival he might have been very troublefomc, for he 
was an adherent of the BiHiop of Burgos, and had been bred up in his 
houfe. For thefc rcafons, and by the advice of Almcdo, Cortes to put 
him in good humour gave him the diftrid: of Guatitlan, one of the 
richeft in that country. He alfo prefented him with a confidcrable 
quantity of gold, and a much greater of kind words and promifes, by 
which he won him fo completely over to his intereft that he afterwards 
fent him as his agent to Caftillc; at which time feveral gigantic human 
bones were tranfmittc'd, together with a quantity of gold, pearls, and 
valuable jewels. The bones were found in a temple at Cuyoacan; they 
were prodigioufly large, and hmilar to thole which we had procured in 
Tlafcala and fent to Caftillc. The agents alfo brought over with them 
three tigers, and many other things of a curious nature, which I do 
not recoiled. One part of their bufinefs was to tranfmit memorials to 
his Majefty from the council of Mexico, and from us the conquerors 
of New Spain, requefting that he would fend us over holy men of good 
life and example, as biftiops and clergymen. Alfo praying, that in 
confideration of our meritorious fervices, all offices of honour and emo¬ 
lument fhould be given amongft us, and the government to Cortes, as 
the only fit and proper perfon. Alfo that his Majefty would be plcafed 
not to fuffer any fcholars, or men of letters to come into this country, 
to throw us into confufion with their learning, quibbles, and books. 
We further reprefented the infufficiency of Chriftoval de Tapia, who 
was only lent by the Bifhop of Burgos to efied: a marriage be¬ 
tween the faid Tapia, and the bifhop’s niece, Donna Petronila de Fon- 
feca. We alfo deprecated the interference of the bifhop in the affiiirs of 
this country as being obftrudive of our plans of conquefts for his Ma- 
jefty’s fervicc, adding that we were ready to receive his Majefty’s com¬ 
mands, proftrate on the ground, but had thought it our duty to inform- 
him of thefc particulars, which had bc?en artfully kept from his know¬ 
ledge. All this, and more, was reprefented in the fulleft light, for his 
Majefty *s infonnation, and to do away the mifreprefentations of the faid 
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Bifliop of Burgos, whofe enmity was manifeft in his having prohibi¬ 
ted the Cafa dc Contradkation of Seville from femling us any fupplies. 
Cortes allb left nothing in his inkifand which could be of (crvice to our 
interefts, for he wrote a memorial of twenty one pages, which I read, 
and certify to be to the full tenor and effedt of what I have related. He 
alfo farther petitioned, that his Majefty would permit him to go to the 
illand of Cuba, to apprehend Velafquez the governor thereof, and fend 
him as a prifortcr to Cafkille, for the injuries done by him to the gene¬ 
ral Icrvicc, more cfpccially in (ending an order to put Cortes to 
death. 

Our agents failed from the port of Vera Cruz, on the twentieth of 
December one thoufand five hundred and twenty two, without any par¬ 
ticular occurrence on the voyage to the Terceras, except the breaking 
loofe of two tigers, who wounded feme failors, and their being obliged 
to kill the other on account of his ferocity. At the Ifland of Tcrccra 
Captain Anthonio de Quinones loft his life. He was very amorous, 
and in a quarrel concerning a lady there, as he piqued himfeif upon his 
valor a duel enfued, in which he received a fword wound on the head, 
and died in three days. Thus the bufinefs remained in the hands of 
Alonzo de Avila only. As he purfued his voyage to Europe, he fell in 
with a French privateer commanded by Juan Florin, who made prize 
of him, ‘his (hip, and all the trcafurc. This captain took another (hip 
from St. Domingo with a valuable cargo of fugar, and hides, as alfo 
twenty thoufand crowns of gold, and a quantity of pearls, fo that he 
returned to France very rich, and made great prefents to the King, and 
alfo to the admiral of France; the people whereof were aftonidicd at the 
magnificence of what we (Imt to our great Emperor. The King of 
France faid that the wealth we fupplicd was fufHcicnt alone to enable 
our Monarch to wage war againft him, and yet Peru was not at this 
time known. It is al(b reported that the King (ent to our Emperor, to 
fay, that he and the King of Portugal had divided the world between 
them, without giving him a (liare, and that he defired to fee the will 
of our father Adam, to know if he had made them exclufively his heirs. 

U u 2 Florin 
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Florin in his next expedition fell in with a ftrong Bifeayan fquadron, 
by which he was defeated arul made prifoner, and being tranfmitted to 
Spain, he was hangeti at the Ifland of Tcnerifle, Thus was an end of 
him, his (hips, and our treafurc. 

Avila \vas confined a clofc prifoner in France, but he fucccedtd in 
gaining the fricndlhip of the ofliccr in whofc cuftody he was, and ob¬ 
tained means of communicating with his friends in Spain, to whom he 
tranfmitted all the papers and documents with which he had been en- 
trufted, and which were laid before his Majefty by the means of the 
licentiate Nunez, coufin to Cortes and relator of the royal council, 
Martin Cortes his father, and Diego dc Ordaz. The Emperor w'as pica- 
fed on due confidcration to order, that all finer (hould be fiicwn to 
Cortes, and that farther proceedings (hould be fufpended until his Ma- 
jefly's return to Spain. 

The intclligc*nce of the lofs of the treafurc was received by us as a 
moft fcrioLis dilappointment. The diftridt nf Guatitlan was honorably 
referved by Cortes for Avila, notwithflanding his captivity, and his 
brother fucceeded to it three years after, Alonzo de Avila being then ap¬ 
pointed contador of Yucatan. 

Tire two captains, Sandoval and Alvarado, after the fcttlement with 
Tapia, returned to their detachments, and prcKccded on their expeditions, 
of which I will now give an account. 
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CHAPTER II. 

- — 


ILxpediiions of G. de Sandoval and P. de Alvarado. 

HEN our party (for I went with Sandoval) arrived at Tuftcpc- 
que, 1 took up my lodgings in the fummit of a tower in a very high 
temple, partly for the fielh air and to avoid the miifquitos which were 
ver)' troublcfome below, and partly to be near Sandoval’s quarters. It 
was here that feventy two foldicrs of thofc who came with Narvaez, 
and fix Callillian women had been put to death. The whole province 
on our arrival came in and fiibmitted, except the Mexican chief, who 
had been the caufc of the deaths of our foldier.c. Him Sandoval got ar- 
refted, and he was fhortly after executed, being burned alive. There 
were many more as guilty but this example was judged fufficient. After 
this was done a meffage was fent to the Zapotecan mountaineers to come 
in and fubmit. Their countly is about ten leagues diftant from Tufte- 
peque. On their refufal an expedition was ordered againft them, under 
the command of a Captain Briones, who according to his own account 
had been a great officer in Italy. He marched with one hundred infan¬ 
try and about the fame number of Indian allies; the enemy w'crc pre¬ 
pared for him, and laid a plan for a furprife, which they cffi'<51ed Ib 
completely that they drove our party over the rocks, rolling down to the 
bottom, and above a third of them were wounded, one of whom after¬ 
wards died. The diftridl is fo very dilRcult of accefs, that troops can 
only pafs in fingle file, and the climate is very mifty and humid.. The 
natives are armed with large lances with an ell of blade, with two edges 
of ftone as fliarp as a lazor, and pliable fliields which cover the w^holc 
body. They arc very nimble, and give their fignals by whifllings 
which echo among the rocks with inconceivable Ihrillncfs. This difiriA 
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is called Tiltcpcquc. After it had been brought to fubmiHion the go^ 
vernment of it was affigned to a foldier named Ojeda, who now lives in 
Sf. Ildcfonfo. Sandoval who was a good humoured man began to joke 
with Briones at his return, upon the bad fuccefs of his expedition, alk- 
ing him if ever he had feen the like in Italy; for Briones was always 
giving accounts how he had fevered men in two, and cut their heads 
off, &c. He was not plealed with Sandovars jocularity, and fworc he 
Jiad rather fight the Turks and Moors, than the Zapotecans. This 
expedition was of little u(c, but on the contrary injurious. There was 
another diftridl of the Zapotecans which was called Xaltcpcque, the 
people of which were at war with their neighbours, and immediately 
on being fummoned waited on Sandoval with handfome prefents, and a 
confiderablc quantity of gold partly formed into toys, and the reft in ten 
little tubes; their chiefs wore very long robes of cotton reaching to the 
feet, richly embroidered, and rcfcmbling the upper robes of the Moors. 
They applied to him for fomc of his foldiers to aflift them againft their 
enemies named the Minxes. This the ftate of his force did not permit 
him to comply with, but he promifed to tranfmit an application to Mex¬ 
ico for a reinforcement for them, and : ’ the interval would fend feme of 
his men to fix* the country and the nature of the prftes; but his real ob- 
jc<ft was to examine their mines. Thus he difmif.- ’ diem all except 
three, fending eight of us upon the bulmefs I have mentioned. 

There were two of the fame name in this party, for we had threx 
Caftillos in our army. I wlv at that time pridal mylelf upon my drefs, 
was named Caftillo “ the gallant. ” M > namefakc who went on his ex¬ 
pedition was a man of very flow fpeech, not replying to a queftion for 
a length of time, and then he came out with fome abfurdity; he was 
named Caftillo “the thoughtfull.” The other who was very fmart and 
ready in all he faid was called Caftillo “the prompt.” But to have done 
with our witticifms and proceed with my narrative. On our arrival, 
the Indians turned over the earth in three difterent rivers, and in each 
they found gold, filling four tubes of the fizc of the middle finger with 
it, and with thefe we returned. Sandoval thought that all our fortunes 

were 
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were now made; he took a diftridl to himfclf from which he immedi- 
ately procured fifteen tlioufund crowns. To Captain Luis Marin he 
gave Xaltepeque from whence vve had obtained the gold. This turned 
out however very indifferently. He gave me a very profitable diffrid: 
there; would to God I had kept it! it confifted of three places na¬ 
med Matallan, Ozotequipa, and Oriaca, where is now the ingenio of 
the viceroy: but I thought it more confiftent with my charader to go 
with Sandoval upon his expeditions. Sandoval called his town Medel¬ 
lin, after the birth place of (\>rtcs. The river De las Vanderas from 
which the fifteen thoufand crowns were procured is the port, and it was 
here .that the mcrcKandife from Caftille was difeharged until Vera Cruz 
became the emporium. 

Wc now proceeded on our route for Guac'acualco. ^Tlic province 
of Citla through which we paffed has themoft pleafant climate, and the 
greateff plenty of provifions, of any wc had feen in this continent; its 
extent is about twelve leagues, in length and breadth, and it is very po¬ 
pulous. The cliicfs immediately fubmitted. On our arrival at the ri¬ 
ver of Guacacualco, thofe of that diftrid, which is the head one of alL 
the neighbouring people, on being fummoned did not appear,, which 
we confidcred as a declaration of hoftility, and fuch in fad was their 
firfl: determination; but after five days had pafled, they waited on San¬ 
doval with a prefent of fomc trinkets of fine gold. By his diredions 
they colleded one hundred canoes, in which our troops crofled the river, 
after we had firft lent four foldiers to obferve and report the ftate of the 
people. The town which wc founded here we called Del Efpiritu Santo., 
which fublime name was given to it bccaufe it was on that day wc de¬ 
feated Narvaez; it was alfo our word in the battle, and it was on the 
fame day that we crofled this river. Here the flower of our army was 
eftabliftied, and it is certain that when wc went out to the fquare upoa 
a feftival or review, wc muflered eighty cavalrya greater, number in 
proportion than five hundred now, horfes were then fo fcarcc and dear. 
Sandoval having examined and confidered the fituation of the neigh¬ 
bouring diflxidts, made repartitions of them as mofl; coin cnicnt to the 

different: 



( 336 ) 

t . . 

diftcrtnt fctticmcnts. The diftridls he allotted to ids of Guaracualco 
were Guazpaltepcquc, Tepcca, Chinanta, the Zapotecas, Copilco, 
Cimatan, Talafco, Cachula, the Zoques, Ttchcapa, Cinacatan» 
the Quilencs and Papanahaufta. We h^ much trouble .afterwards on 
account of litigation with Vera Cruz concerning three of them, Guaz- 
paltepcque, Chinanta, andTcpeca; with the town of Tabafeo concern¬ 
ing two others, Cimatan, and Copilco, alfo with Chiapa concerning 
two, the Quilcncs and Zoques, and with St. Ildcfonfo about the Zapo¬ 
tecas. I was very fony I fixed myfelf here; the lands were very poor, 
and it turned out altogether to my difadvantage. Still we thould have 
done very well had we been left as we were at firfl; but when the new 
Icttlcmcnts w'ere formed our poflefTions were clipped, to accommodate 
them; whereby our colony fell to decay, from being the befl, and con¬ 
taining the gretteft number of the generous conquerors of Mexico; but 
it is at prefent a place of very few inhabitants. 

Sandoval now received intelligence of tlic arrival of Donna Catalina 
lady of our general Hernando Cortes, and her brother, at the river of 
Aguayalco. La Zambrana alfo and her family arrived with them, and 
Elvira Lopez .** the tall,” niarr,ied to Juan dc Palma who was afterwards 
hanged. We all fet out to pay our rtfpedls to thefe ladies, and I recol- 
Icdl the roiids were almoft impafiablc from the conftantand heavy rains. 
Donna Catalina and the reft were cfcortcd by us to our town of Guaca- 
cuako, and we fent word to Cortes of their arrival. After a fliort flay 
w'ith us they fet out for Mexico. Cortes was very forry for their com¬ 
ing, but he put the bcfl face upon it, and received them with great 
pomp and rejoicings. In about three months after the arrival of Don¬ 
na Catalina, we heard of her having died of an afthma. 

Villafucrte who had been fent to Zacatula,'and Alvarez Chico who 
had alfo gone to Colima, were unfucccfsful in their endeavours to bring 
thole provinces into fubmifllon. Cortes then fent a party thither com¬ 
manded by Chriftoval de OH; the natives attacked'him on his march, 
killing two of his foldiers; but he reached the flation of VUlafuerte who 
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was afraid to ftir out of it, and the enemy had even killed four of his 
men in the town. Dc Oli however before he departed reduced both 
thefc diftridls to fubmiHion. 1 do not know what became of Captain 
Juan Alvarez, but I bclicv'e he was killed in fomc of the atStions with 
the natives at this time. De Oli returned to Mexico, but had hardly 
got there when intelligence arrived of three provinces being again in re¬ 
bellion. Sandoval had at this time arrived at Mexico with the ladies. 
Cortes fent him with a fmall party of our veterans to take thefc diltiufls 
into his hands, which he did, and puniflicd, and regulated them in 
fuch a manner, that wc heard no more of their being refradlory. 

Several of the diftridls fubje<5l: to Guacacualco rebelled on the de¬ 
parture of Sandoval, killing the Spaniards employed in the manage¬ 
ment of the tribute; amongft others were the Xaltcpcque Zapotccas, 
Cimatan, and Copilco; the firfl of which is difficult of accefs on ac¬ 
count of its mountains, the two others on account of lakes and marfhes, 
and they were not brought to fubjetStion but with the greateft diffi¬ 
culty. 

• 

At this time, and while Captain Luis Marin was employed in 
fubjugating thdfc diftridts, arrived at our fcttlemcnt in a fmall veflcl 
which came up to the town, Juan Buono the Bifcayan. He immedi¬ 
ately fummoned us all to a meeting, where, after fome compliments on 
both (ides, he opened his bufinefs to us, which was, to induce us to 
accept as governor Chriftoval dc Tapia, of whofc return to St. Domin¬ 
go Buono was ignorant. Large offers were made by the Biffiop of Bur¬ 
gos in unaddrefled letters, which Buono liad a diferetionary power of 
dire<fting to fuch as would fupport his views. Thefe he accordingly 
fent to fuch as he found to hold offices; I was offered a regidor*s place. 
When Buono heard that Tapia was no longer in the countiy he was very 
much difappointed. We referred him to Cortes at Mexico, whither he 
went; 1 do not know what pafled between them, but I believe Cortes 
fent him back to Caftille with fomc money in his pocket. 
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Amongft others who courted the alliance of the Spaniards after tiw 
conqueft of Mexico, were the people called the Tutepeque Zapotc- 
cans. They applied very earneftly for our afliftance againft a nation 
which was in hoftility 'to them, named likewife the Tut^ques, w'hom 
they reprefented as pofleffing a very rich country. Accordingly in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and twenty tWo, Alvara'do, by the or¬ 
der of Cortes, marched from Mexico with one huridr^ and eighty fol- 
diers, infantry and cavalry, with an order to take twenty more in his 
march to the province of Guaxaca, and alfo to vifit certain rocky dif- 
tri€ls laid to be in rebellion. He was forty days upon his route from 
Mexico to Tutepeque; on his arrival he was hofpitably received, and 
lodged In the moft populous part of the city, where the houfes join¬ 
ed, and were roofed with ftraw, it not being the cuftom of that 
country to have terraces on their houfe-tops, as the climate is very* ful- 
try. By the advice of Olmedo it was determined that our troops fhould 
remove to a more open part of the town, left, in cafe of any treachery 
on the part of the people, their quarters fliould be fet fire to. When 
they were fixed the chief of the town brought them provifipns, and 
every day fome rich prefent of gold. Alvarado defired a pair of ftirrups 
of this metal, which was done according to the pattern. In a few days 
after, the chief was made prifoner, on an information from the Indi¬ 
ans of Tcgiiantcpeque, who were in hoftility to thefe, of his intention 
to burn the Spaniards in the quarters which they had firft affigned to 
them in the temples. Some of the Spaniards fay, it was to 
extort gold from him; however it was, he died in prifon, after Alva¬ 
rado had got from him to the value of thirty thoufand crowns. Appa¬ 
rently his death was owing to Vexation, though Fra Bartholomc did 
what he copld to confolc and encourage him. His fon was permitted 
to fuccead him in the chieftainry. Alvarado obtained from him more 
than he had got from the father, and then proceeded to eftablilh a co¬ 
lony which he named Segura, as the colonifts were moftly from Tepe- 
aca, named by us Segura dc la Frontera. 

Alvarado then fet out on his return, with all his wealth; for Cortes 

had 
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had written to him to collet what he could, to fend to Caftille. 
The foldiers being thus excluded from any (hare, fomc of them formed 
a confpiracy to ailaflinate Alvarado and his brothers. They were prin¬ 
cipally mufquetcers and crofsbow-men. A foldier of the name of Tri- 
bejo gave information to Fra l^rtholome, a few hours before it was to 
be attempted. The reverend father having called Alvarado afidc, and 
informed him of what he had heard, at the hour of vefpers, when the 
latter was riding out in company with fcveral of the confpirators, and 
pafling by fome houfes, he faid to them, .“gentlemen I am fuddcnly 
** taken ill with a pain in my (ide, let us return, and call a barber to bleed 
me.’* On his arrival he immediately fent for his brothers George and 
Gonzalo, together with the alcaldes and alguazils. He then ordered 
them to arreft the allaflins, two of whom were hanged; one was na¬ 
med Salamanca; he had been a pilot. The other was called Barnardino 
Levantilco. They both died like good chrillians, the reverend father 
taking great pains to bring them to a due (enie of their fituation. 

Alvarado now returned to Mexico, leaving a colony in this places 
but when the colonifts found that the gold had been drawn away, that • 
the climate was hot and unhealthy, and infefted with mufquitos, bugs, 
and other vermin, and that they and their flaves were dying faft, they 
determined to abandon it, fome going to Mexico, and fome to other 
places. Cortes on hearing of the fcttlemcnt being thus renounced, cau- 
fed an enquiry to be fet on foot, and found that it had been determined 
by the alcaldes and regidors in council, for which he condemned them 
to fuller death, which was afterwards mitigated at the interce/Tion of 
Olmedo to baniflimcnt. Thus fell to the ground the colony of Segura 
or Tutepeque, a very fertile country, but unhealthy. The cruelty and 
extortion of Alvarado alienated the minds of the people, and they threw 
of their allegiance; but that officer returning thither brought them again 
to fubmiffion, and they afterwards continued ptaccablc. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Armament oj Francifco de Garay. 


I HAVE already made mention of F.. dc Garay, who was governor 
of the liland of Jamaica. When he heard of the riches tliat had been 
acquired here by Diego Vclalquez, and of the fertile countries which 
had been difeovered, Simulated by hiS avaricc, and encouraged by tlie 
rcBeiStion on his wealth and means, Garray was induced to try his 
fortune. 

Having therefore fent for, and difeourfed with Alaminos our prin¬ 
cipal pilot upon the fubjc6l, his account was fo favorable that he de¬ 
termined on lending a confidential perfon one Juan de Torralva, to ob¬ 
tain from the Billie^ of Burgos the government of the country about 
the river Panuco. His application having been fuccefsful he latt an 
armament of three lliips, with two hundred and forty foldicrs, under 
the command of Alonzo Alvarez Pinedo or Pineda, which was defeated 
by the Indians of Panuco, one Ihip only cfcaping, and joining us at 
Villa Rica. 

t 

Garay receiving no. intelligence of his firll armament, fent a fecoiid, 
which alfo arrived at our port; and having now expended much trea- 
fure, and learning the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever 
/Hmulatcd to make exertions. He therefore fitted out a fleet of thirteen 
Ihips, and embarked one hundred and thirty fix cavalry, and eight hun¬ 
dred and forty foot foldiers, moftly mufquetecrs and crbfsbow-mcn. 
The fleet under his command failed from Jamaica in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty three, on the day of St. John, and arri¬ 
ved 



( .HI ) 

ved without any particular occurrence at a port called Xagua in the ll- 
land of Cuba. On his arrival here, he learned the news of Cortes having 
brought the province of Panuco under fubjc<5lion, and that he had lent 
a petition to his Majefty to be appointed to the government of it. He 
was alfo told of the heroic adtions of Cortes and lus companions in 
arms, and of our having defeated Narvaez with only two hundred and 
feventy foldicrs. He was therefore llruck with awe at the power of our 
chief, and the more fo when he was vifited by the Licentiate Zuazo. 
One day difeourfing with this gentleman on the fortunes of Cortes, he 
cxprellcd his apprehenfions of a diftcrcncc lietwcen them relative to the 
government of Panuco, and requefted that Zuazo would mediate with 
Cortes in his favor, to which the other alTcnted. 

Shortly after this, Garay with his armament fet out, and being 
forced by a ftorm into the river Palmas, he there difembarked and march¬ 
ed for Panuco. Knowing alfo that Cortes had made an eflablifhmcnt 
there, he thought it nccellary to take an oath of fidelity from thofe un¬ 
der his command, and he nominated the ofiicers requifite for the ella- 
blifhment of his colony,, which he meant to name the city of Garay- 
ana. 


Having advanced for two days march along the fea fliorc through 
an uninhabited and marfhy country, he with his troops arrived at feme 
villages, whofe inhabitants received and entertained; them hofpitably, 
but, many of the foldiers ftaying behind, robbed and injured the peo¬ 
ple. Garay continued his march and at length arrived at Panuex>, which 
the troops had painted to themfclves as the end of their labours, but 
were ladly undeceived by finding it almoft a defert, for the war of Cor¬ 
tes had wafted it, or what remained was concealed on the approach of 
the Spaniards, who found nothing but bare walls, where they were to 
fuftain the attack of flics, and vermin of every defeription. One mif- 
fortune following another, he could get no intelligence from his fleet, 
but learned by a Spaniard who having committed fomc crime was a 
fugitive among the Indians, that it had not arrived at the port. The 

fame 
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lame pcrfon gave a very unfavorable account of the country of Panuco; 
enhancing that of Mexico, and this making a ftrong impreflion on the 
minds of Garay’s foldiers, they began to difband, and went towards 
Mexico, robbing the natives in their way,. 

All thefe things combined reduced Garay to a bad fituation, and he 
fent one of liis officers named Diego dc Ocampo, to found the difpoti- 
tion of the governor under Cortes in the colony of Santiftevan, to whom 
he notified the appointment he had obtained from his Majcfty. Tiiis 
officer anfwcrcd Garay’s meflage politely, and returned a favorable an- 
fwer as to their reception, requefting that the foldiers might not out¬ 
rage the inhabitants; Pedro de Vallejo, for that was his name, at the 
fame time lent an exprefs to Cortes with Garay’s letter, and follicited a 
ftrong reinforcement, or the prcfcnce of Cortes himfelf. 

On the receipt of the intelligence from Vallejo, Cortes difpatched 
Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, Sandoval, and Gonzalo de Ocampo, bro¬ 
ther to the pcrfon of that name who was with Garay, and entrufted to 
them the inftrudlions he had rcceiveci, whereby his Majefty’s pleafure 
was ligniHed, that all his conquefts fhould be left under his command, 
until the matters in difputc between him and Vclafquez fhould bp 
brought judicially to an ifTue. 

I will now return to my relation of the fteps taken by Garay, who 
advanced with his force into the neighbourhood of St. Eftevan del Pu¬ 
erto. On receiving intelligence thereof, V’allejo concerted a plan with 
the inhabitants of the neighbourliood, and being guided by five defer- 
ters who told him that Gang’s troops were fcattered negligently in a 
large town called Nacoplan, he came upon them by furprife, and made 
forty of them prifoners, affigning as a reafon, their coming without pro¬ 
ducing any commiffion, and the outrages which they committed on the 
inhabitants. This being reported to Garay, he demanded the prifoners, 
threatening Vallgo with the vengeance of government. Vallejo replied, 
that when he faw his Majefty’s orders he would obey them with all 
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humility, and requefting that they Oiould be lent to him. At this mo- 
ment the perfons deputed by Cortes arrived, and Diego dc Ocampo be¬ 
ing at that time firil alcaide under Cortes in Mexico, began to remon- 
llrate againft the entrance of Garay’s force into that country, and fcvcral 
days were paded in rcmonftrances and replie.s. During tliis time num¬ 
bers of Garay’s foldicrs deferted from him; thus he faw every day his 
force diminilhing, and that of Cortes encrcafing. From his fleet he had 
intelligence, that two of his fliips had been loft in a tempeft, and that 
the remainder, which were at the mouth of the river, had received and 
rejedlcd a friendly invitation from Vallejo to remove higher up to a plactr 
of fecurity, threatening at the fame time, that in mfe of refufal he would 
confider them as pirates, 

Vallejo continued fccretly to ncgociate with the officers of the fleet, 
and having fucceeded with two of them, they went to the ftiip of the 
commodore Juan de Grijalva, and informed him that he ftiould either 
bring his vcffcl into the river, or quit the place entirely. To this Gri¬ 
jalva only anfwcred by difeharging his artillery, but on the receipt of 
certain letters from Alvarado and Fra Bartholomc, accompanied with 
promiies conveyed by a royal notary he was at laft induced to accede to 
the firft propolition. No fooner had he broUght his (hip into port than 
Vallejo declared all on board pyifoners to his general Cortes; he was 
perfuaded however by Fra Bartholomc to give them their liberty, from 
motives of humanity , which as he faid was the method of ailing moft 
agreeable to God and to Cscfar. 

The unfortunate Garay entreated the officers of Cortes to reftore his 
fliips, and to compel his troops to return to him, promifing to give 
up his intended eftablifhmcnt, and make the beft of his way to the river 
Palmas. This propofal was acceded to, and every meafurc taken to 
deliver up to him his deferters, though with little efledt; for the foldicrs 
defpifed Garay, and as to the oath of fcrvicc, they faid that they had 
complied with it in coming to Panuco. Garay was then in the utmoft 
defpair, and Anally agreed to adopt the mcafurc advKed by the officers of 
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Cortes, in writing to that general, /lating his fituatiofi, and praj^ng 
his protc^ion in contidcration of their former intimaqr. This requeft 
was acceded to by Cortes, w ho fent an invitation to him to come to 
Mexico. Garay fet out upon his journey, and when he approached the 
city of Mexico, he was OKt hy Cortes at the head of a number of Spa¬ 
ll^ gentlemen on horfelMidk, who conduced him to his newly built 
palace, and having heard the detail of his diilrefics, he promifed him 
redrefs, and referred the affair to Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, and San¬ 
doval. Fra Bartholome, to bind Cortes and Garay in ftronger ties of 
fricndfhip propofed an alliance between the daughter of Cortes, named 
Donna Catalina Cortes or Pizarro, and the ddeft fon of Garay, who 
then held a command in his fleet. Cortes accepting the propofal g^ve 
his daughter a liberal fortune, adding an aflent to Garay*s colonizing 
on the river of Palmas, and a promife to fupport the undertaking. 

Garay W’as now induced to intercede with the general, and obtained 
permiflion for Nan'acz to vifit the Ifland of Cuba; for which’favor Nar¬ 
vaez was very thankful) and took his leave of Cortes with many pro- 
fcflions of gratitude and fcrvice. As to Garay and his expedition, both 
one and theothcr approached their end, for he, attending Cortes to 
early mattins, and having walked about the church, and eaten his 
breakfafl, was fuddenly feized with a pleuriiy, which after a courfe of 
bleeding and purging was declared mortal. This was anounced to hun 
by Fra Bartholome, who accompanied the fatal news with cameft ex¬ 
hortations to him, to advert to the Date of his ibul, and not lofc that 
in the next world, as he had already thrown away his fortune in this. 
Garay was imprefled by the arguments of the good father, and having 
confefled, and had the rites of the church adminiflered, he made his 
will, leaving Cortes and Fira Bartholome his executors, and in four days 
from the time he was firft feized he gave up the ghofl:. This we ob- 
ferve peculiarly to belong to the climate of thefc countries ; that in four 
days pieurifles are fatal, of which we had many inflanccs amongil our 
feddiors, both in Tezcucq and in Cuyoacan. However Garay being 
now dead, God pardon him his flns! amen. He revived ^ honour¬ 
able 
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able funeral, and Cortes ami the other odicers put thcnjfelves into 
mourning. Thus died Garay in a diftant eountiy, a (trange houic, and 
far from his wife and children. As to his armament, being now left 
without any head a competition arofc for the command, between Juan 
dc Grigalva, Gonzalo dc Figueroa, Alonzo dc Mendoza, Ixjienzo dc 
/Mloa, Juan dc Medina, Juan de Villa, Anthonio de la Cerda, and a 
certain Tol)arda the moft feditious fellow in the whole army. The 
young Garay however w'as ultimately made general, contrary to the in¬ 
clination of every foldicT; the confequence of which was, that they fepa- 
rated in fmall bodies of fifteen or twenty, and went through the coun¬ 
try pillaging as if they had been amongft Moors. This enraging the 
Indians they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards off, which they fo ef- 
fe<5tually executed, that in a few days they liad facrificed and eaten more 
than five hundred of Garay’s foldicrs. In fbme towns upwards of a 
hundred Spaniards w'cre fiicrificcd together. In other places they fell on 
and maflacred thefe wanderers without refiftance, and encouraged there¬ 
by, they rofe againft the fettlcment of St. Eftevan in fuch numbers, 
that it was with great difficulty they could be kept out of it, nor would 
they have been, but for feven or eight of the veterans of Cortes, who 
fupported Vallejo, a brave man, and experienced officer. Thefe gallant 
veterans induced many of Garay’s Spaniards to abide by them in the 
open field, being, obliged to fight three battles, in one of which Vallejo 
was killed, and many were wounded. So defperate did the Indians 
grow, that one night they killed and burned forty Spaniards and fifteen 
horfes, and among the foldicrs who were killed were fevend of thofc 
of Cortes. 

Wlien the general heard of thefe outrages he was exceedingly dif- 
plcafcd, and determined to go in perfon to fupprefs them; but being at 
that moment prevented, having broken his arm by accident, he dif- 
patcl^ Gonzalo de Sandoval, with one hundred infantry, fifty cavalry, 
two pieces of artillery, and fifteen arcabufiers, to whom he joined eight 
ihoufknd Mexicans and Tlafcalans, with orders not to quit thofe dif- 
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trids until he had fo completely fubjugated them, as that it (liould not 
be in their power again to make difturbancc. Sandoval was a man who 
did not flcep at night when on any bufinefs of importance j of courfc 
he made no delay upon his route, towards the enemy, who expeded 
him in two narrow defiles, where they had concentrated the whole force 
of the refradory provinces. Sandoval on learning this divided his force 
into two bodies, and attacked each of thefc pofts. The Indians refifted 
with their darts and arrows, whereby many of our foldicrs were wound¬ 
ed, infomuch that he was obliged to halt the body which he command¬ 
ed in that bad pofition, and fend orders to his other detachment to do 
the fame for that night. The Indians retaining their firft pofition, San¬ 
doval recalled his detachment, and began his retreat towards Mexico. 
When the enemy perceived this, they thought theinfelvcs conquerors, 
and began to follow and furround the Spaniards from all parts, fhout- 
ing at, and reviling them. This Sandoval feemed not to regard, but 
continued his retreat, by which having completely deceived them, he 
made a fudden countermarch at midnight, m gain the pafles. This he 
cftedlcd, but not without the lofs of three dt his horfes, and confidera- 
ble danger to his whole army, many of whom were wounded. No 
fooncr were his two columns clear of the defiles, than he perceived in 
front vaft bodies of Indians, who had arrived there that very night, on 
hearing that he had countermarched. He therefore again brought his 
whole force into one body, and perceiving the defperation with which the 
Indians fought, and that they had aiSlually wrefted the lances out of the 
hands of fix of his foldicrs, while his cavalry was compofed of men 
unufed to fuch fcrvice, he gave them full inflrudtions how to ad, tel¬ 
ling them not to halt to give thrufis, becaufe the firfl thing 
that the Indian does when wounded is, to feize the lance. He farther 
direded, that if fuch a thing happened, the foldier fhould put fpurs 
to his horfc, and with the lance firmly grafped in his hand, and under 
his arm, wTcfl it from the enemy by the force of the horfe. Having 
then placed watches, guards, and patrolcs, he gave orders that the ca¬ 
valry fhould remain faddled all night, and the troops went to their re- 
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pofc on thu bank of a river. The Mexicans and Tlalcalans were polled 
at a little dillancc, for Sandoval knew by experience, that if the enemy 
attacked him in the night, he would Ik* little benefited by them. 

As foon as daylight appeared, Sandoval put his army into march, 
but had hardly advanced half a mile when he heard the found of the 
drums of the Indians, and he was fhortly after fronted by tlirec large 
bodies of their warriors, who attempted to furround him. As foon as 
Sandoval perceived this, he made an attack upon them with his cavalry 
in two fquadrons with fuch fpirit that he entirely broke and difpericd 
them. This was not however cffe(5lcd without the lofs of two foldieis 
and three horfes. Our allies then made confidcrable dcflrudlion, burn¬ 
ing all before them, until the army arrived at St. Eflcvan del Puerto, 
The remains of this colony Sandoval found in a wretched flatc, and he 
was received as one wdio faved them from dcflru<5lion, and the foldicrs 
of Garay who were there afTured him, that the prefervation of what re¬ 
mained was folely owing to our veterans. Sandoval then divided his 
cavalry, mufquctecrs, and crofsbow-mcn, into different bodies, and 
placed them under the command of the veterans, with orders to carry 
on the war with vigour againfl the neighbouring Indians, and to fend 
in what provifions they could collc<5t, for he was unable to go out, in 
conlequencc of a bad wound. During thrc‘e days his parties fent in a 
number of prifoners of the lower clafs, together with five chiefs, the 
former of whom Sandoval releafed. He then gave out an order to his 
troops not to fend in any but fuch as bad been prefenr at, or concerned, 
where the lives of Spaniards had been lofl. ‘ 

Sandoval now prepared for an expedition againfl the enemy, and 
on the day after, marched out with thofe troops which he had brought 
from Mexico, and by fkilful mcafurcs fuccccded in taking twenty ca¬ 
ciques, who had commanded where no Icfs than fix hundred Spaniards 
had been put to death. Purfuing mild and fevcrc mcafurcs at the fame 
time, according to the circumftanccs, he fumraoned the neighbouring 

Y y £ towns 



( ,W8 ) 

towns to a t!»eaty of peace. Some acceded to his propofals, but others 
ncgledted to attend. With the latter he diflimulated, thinking it bcfl 
not to notice their contumacy, and wrote to Cortes giving a full account 
of what he had done, and defiring to know how the prifoners fliould 
be difpofed of. Cortes on receiving thefe fatisfa<5tory accounts appoint¬ 
ed Sandoval to fucceed Vallejo, as commandant at St. Eftevun, and in¬ 
formed him, that for the fake of juftice, and to prevent future mifehief, 
it WMs neceffary to punifh with death thofe who had been any way con¬ 
cerned in, or who had abetted the murders of Spaniards, and he gave 
dire<5llons to the alcalde Diego dc Ocampo, to take the neceffary Heps 
againfi them, with orders to execute fuch as fliould be legally condemn¬ 
ed. lie gave orders that every ncccflary mcafure alfo fliould be taken 
to conciliate the natives of that province, and that proper fteps fliould be 
adopted to prevent any future outrages on the part of Garay*s troops. 
Thefe letters, the contents of which were highly fatisfaftory to Sando¬ 
val having reached him, he proceeded conjointly with Ocampo to put 
the orders of Cortes into execution. In two days after their receipt they 
proceeded to the trial of thofe caciques who were accufed, and many be¬ 
ing found guilty by evidence, or their own confeflion, were put to death. 
Some were burnt and others hanged; many alfo were pardoned, and 
the diflridis were given to the children and heirs of fuch as fuftered. 
Thefe adts of jufticc being done, Ocampo in compliance with the far¬ 
ther inftrudtions he had received from Cortes, proceeded againll all thofe 
Spaniards who had committed outrages, robberies, or murders; or who, 
going through the country in bands, had invited other foldiers to defert 
to them; and having feized and colledled together thefe public diftur- 
bers, he caufed them to embark for the Ifland of Cuba. To Juan de 
Grijalva Cortes oflferai the alternative of accepting a prefent of two 
thoufand crowns, and a paffage to Cuba, or if he preferred flaying in 
the country, an honorable reception at Mexico; Grijalva and all the 
others were anxious however to return and accordingly they fet fail for 
that ifland. 
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Sandoval and Ocampo having thus cleared the colony of thefc trou- 
blefomc inmates, returned to Mexico, leaving an officer of the name of 
Vallecillo governor of the fettlement. On their arrival they were received 
by Cortes and every one there as their fervices merited, for a general 
apprehenfion prevailed of fome misfortune occurring on that expedition. 
Such was the fuccefs of the mcafures purfued as I have above related, 
that there never was another infurrc<Slion in that province. 

The reader has been told how the Licentiate Zuazo met with Garay 
in the Ifland of Cuba, and that the latter made prefling invitations to 
him to take a part in his expedition. Zuazo agreed to this propofiil, 
and promifed to follow, as foon as he could give up his office. Hav¬ 
ing cffetlcd this he embarked, taking with him two brothers of the or¬ 
der of mercy. Fra Gonzalo de Pontevedra, and Fra Juan dc Varillas. 
Thefc three perfons purfuing their voyage, fell among fome fmall iflands 
named Las Viboras, very fatal to vcflcls. Here, they were obliged to 
throw overboard their provifions, and the pieces of pork attradlcd a 
number of fharks, one of which feized a faiior, and tore him to pieces, 
fo that the whole water round them was difeolourcd with his blood. 
They were then obliged to run the vefTel on (horc, and in this fituation 
they were left. Two Indians of Cuba who were with them had the art 
of obtaining fire by rubbing two dry flicks together; in the fund they 
found fome brackifh water, and a quantity of turtles came afhore to lay 
their eggs. Thus they obtained provifions fufficient to fuflain thirteen 
perfons. The failors alfo contrived to kill the fea wolves which in the 
night were frequently found on the fhore. Amongfl the crew were 
two fhip carpenters, who had preferved their working tools. Out of 
the wreck of the veflel they conflrudled a fmall failing boat in which 
three mariners and one Indian embarked for New Spain, and made the 
port of Calchocuca in the river Vandcras. From thence they went to 
Medellin, and informing the .governor of the fituation in which they 
had left the Licentiate, he fent a veflel in fearch of them. The vcfltl 
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arrived at the ifland but Fra Gonzalo died a few days before. The reft, 
ihortly arrived at Medellin; from whence they went to Mexico, 
where they had all reafon to be fatisfied with the reception they met 
with from Cortes, who made Zuazo his alcalde major. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Expeditions under various ojicers. 


A S the views of Cortes were always lofty and tending towards do¬ 
mination, and as he was well fupported by the talents and bravery of 
his captains and foldicrs, after having cftabiifhed his power in the great 
city of Mexico, and in Guaxaca, Zacatula, Colima, Vera Cruz, Pa- 
nuco, and Guacacualco, he learned that in the province of Guatimala, 
there were populous nations, and rich mines. He therefore determined 
to fend a force under Pedro de Alvarado, to conquer and colonize tlxit 
country, and having firll fent an embafly thither, ineffcidlually, Alva¬ 
rado at the head of three hundred infantry, and one hundred and thirty 
five cavalry, two hundred Tlafcalans and Cholulans, and one humlrcd 
Mexican allies, with four pieces of cannon, was ordered to march to 
that province. 

Cortes gave inftrudlions to Alvarad<i, that he fhould if pofhblc 
bring thofe nations over to him by peaceable methods, and that h'ra 
Bartholome fhould -preach to them upon the articles of our holy religion ; 
that all prifons and cages fhould be broken in pieces, and the prifoneis 
fet at lilx:rty. 

The expedition fet out from Mexico, on the thirteenth day of De¬ 
cember, one thoufand five hundred and twenty three. On his march 
Alvarado received the fubmiffion of the diftridt named the rocks of CJu- 
elamo, and there obtained many rich prefents of Gold. When the ar¬ 
my, pafling the provinces of the Zapotccas of Teguantepeque, and by 
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Soconufco, which laft place contained upwards of fifteen thoufand houfes, 
came into the neighbourhood of a place called Zapotitlan, at a river 
over which there was a bridge, they perceived a number of bodies ot 
warriors drawn up to difpute the paflage w'ith them. An action enfued 
in which many foldiers were wounded, and a horfe killed. So nume¬ 
rous were the Indians, that the Spaniards could not break or difperfe 
them without three very hard fought battles. 

From this place Alvarado continued his march, under conftant 
alarms from the neighbouring Indians of Quetzaltcnango, and after fomc 
time he arrived at a defile which afeends a mountain, for the Imgth of 
about a league and a half. When he arrived at the fummit, he found 
there an Indian woman, very fat, and having with her a dog of that 
fpecies which they breed in order to eat, and which do not bark. This 
Indian was a witch; flic was in the ad: of facrificing the dog, which 
is a fignal of hoflility. Shortly after, our army perceived multitudes of 
armed Indians advancing upon them on all fidcs, in a difficult broken 
trad of ground, where the cavalry could not charge. The infantry 
advanced, but our troops foon pcrccivc'd that thefe Indians aded upon a 
regular plan; for they retreated into the mofl rough and difficult ground, 
where above fix thoufand of the warriors of Utatlan, which is adjacent 
to Quetzaltenango, fell upon our people. They were howeve rfor the 
prefent put to flight, but foon rallied, being reinforced by frcfli troops 
in great numbers, who waited our advance, and fought our troops foot 
to foot parties of three or four of them feizing a horfe before and behind, 
and endeavouring to pull him to the ground.' During this time the ex¬ 
ertions of Alvarado, and the exhortations of Fra Bartholome, who re- 
prefented to our foldiers the fervicc which th^ owed to God, and that 
they mufl conquer or die, for the extenfion of our holy faith, never 
ceafed; thus animated, our troops completely fuccceded in difperfing the 
Indians. They then halted in the field and were unmolefted by the 
enemy for three days; after which they advanced to the town of Quet¬ 
zaltenango. 
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Meaning to give fonic rcpoll* to liis troop>, Alrarado was ilifap- 
pointed to find that the Indians were now adeinbled in greater force, 
and determined to attack him in his port. C>n Uieir approach, to the 
number of about flxtecn thoufand, for their army was comp(.>led of two 
Xiquipils, Alvarado drew out his troops in a plain, and advancing up¬ 
on the enemy, completely defeated them, with fuch lofs, that for a 
long time after, they remained completely under awe of the Spa¬ 
niards. 

The chiefs now' propofed to treat for a peace, and fent ambafladors 
to Alvarado who received them kindly, but they had at the fame time 
arranged a plan for the deftrii<5lion of the Spanifli force, and it w'as this. 
Not fiir dillant was a place callcii Utatlan, in a difficult countrj', and 
furrounded with defiles, whither they perfuaded him to march, 
and it was determined, that when the Spaniards were arrivetl, 
they fliould be fallen on by furprife witji the forces of both the diftridls. 
Alvarado marched for Utatlan, but on his arrival remarked the bad fitu- 
ation of the place. This town was of confiderable ftrength, having 
only two gates, to one of which was an afeent of about five and twenty 
fteps, and the other openal to a very bad and broken caulcway. The 
ftreets were very narrow, and the houfes joined; and in cafe of being 
attacked, the ground about the town w’as unfit for cavalry. The Spa¬ 
niards obferved alfo that the women and common people had difappeared; 
and fome Indians of the place which they had left told them, that warri¬ 
ors w^ere polled in ambufeade round the town, which it was intended 
that night to fet fire to, and that was to btf a fignal for a general 
attack. 

Alvarado therefore ordered his troops under arms, and marched 
out into the open country, telling the caciques that it v/as to give his 
horfes grafs. They did not feem plcafcd with this change, and as foon 
as Alvarado had his troops clear of the town he (cized the cacique wIkj 
governed it, and reproaefiing him for his treafon, ordered that he fliould 
be burnt alive, but Olmedo obtained a refpite and permiflion to ufe his 
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endeavours to convert him to our holy faith; he Accordingly preached 
an entire day, and at lafl fuccccdcd, and as an indulgence, inflcad of 
being burned he was hanged, and his territory given to his fon. Alva¬ 
rado now fell upon, and difperfed fuch of the natives as remained about 
the town, and his fuccefs Iiaving become known in Guatimala, pre¬ 
vious to his arrival on the frontiers of that nation which was in hoftility 
with the people of Utatlan, they determined to treat; for that purpofe 
they fent an embafly charged with a quantity of gold, and to declare 
their fubmiflion as vafl'als to his Majeffy; they offered at the fame 
time to ferve in his wars. Alvarado accepted their fubmiflion and their 
offlT of ferv'ice, defiring them to fend to him two thoufind of their war¬ 
riors, which requifition w'as immediately complied with. As the peo¬ 
ple had rebelled again, Alvarado continued in the irountry of Utatlan 
about eight days, colicdling a confiderable fpoil and many flaves, and 
then fetting forvvard on his march, he foon arrived at the city of C}ua- 
tiinala, where he w'as hofpirably received. 

During this time the greateft harmony prevailed between Alvarado 
and his troops, and the natives, the chiefs of whom informed him that 
in their neighbourhood was a nation called the Altitans, who poflefled 
fcvcral ffrong fortreffes on the fide of a lake, and who refufed to come 
in and make fubmiflion. They alfo reprefented them as a bad and ma¬ 
licious people. To thefc Alvarado fent an invitation, but they maltreat¬ 
ed the perfons who brought it, in confcqucncc of which, he found .it 
neceffary to go with an armed force, and taking wdth him one hundred 
arid forty Spanifh foldicrs, and two thoufand Guatimalans, he marched 
againfl them, renewing his offer, which was returned by a difeharge of 
arrow's from their warriors, who marched out armed in coats of mail, 
and founding warlike inffruments. Alvarado put them to flight, and 
purfiicd them, with confiderable lofs, to their fortreffes which were over 
the lake. He then drove them from thence, and making fcvcral pri- 
foners, compelled them to take to the water, ^d crofs over to an ifland. 
The principal perfons whcHn he had taken, he fet at liberty, and bid 
them go and ufc their endeavours to perfuade their countrymen to a peace. 
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Between threats and promifes /^varado at iumejed, after wliuh 

he rcturn(\l to (Juatimala. Kra Bartholome exertcil hinilclf with cfleCl 
in his holy oflice, for, eret‘tin^’: an altar ami an ima^’t of our 1/ady, he 
explained the myflerics of our faith to the natives, who imitated our ex¬ 
ample in adoring the Holy Virgin. ' 

A people who came from a diftance tt>wards the liiinh, to make 
luhntilTion, and who were named the Pipiles, told our chief, that in 
their way was a nation called the Izcuintepeques, of a very malignant 
and ohftinate difpolition, who maltreated all fuch as went through their 
country. To them he fent an invitation to come in and make fuhmii- 
iiou, which they negledling, he marched againfl them w ith. his whole 
force and a Iwdy of his allies of Guatimala, and coming on them by 
furprife he made great deftruClion among them. This w'as an unfortu¬ 
nate event, productive of mifehief, and direClly contrary to his Ma- 
jelly’’s orders. 1 have now given the rc*adcr a fummary account of the 
conqucO and pacification of Guatimala and its dcpcmlencics, but it may 
be found at full length as written by Gonzalo de Alvarado. I was not 
prefent at it, nor did I go into that province until my return from Hi- 
gueras. The Indians of this province arc not good foldiers; only wait¬ 
ing the attack in broken ground. 

Cortes had been informed that the provinces of Higucras and Hon¬ 
duras contained rich mines, and certain failors alfo told him, they had 
met with the natives fifhing, and that they ufevl nets which had weights 
of gold mixed wdth copper; as alfo, that a flraight, or paflage, was 
probably fomewhere about that coafl. In compliance with his Majefty’s 
orders, he therefore determined to fend a body of troops .thither urider 
Chriftoval dc Oli to fearch for this palTIigc to the Spice Iflands, and to 
make enquiry concerning the mines. As the way thither by land was 
very tedious and difHcult, it was determined he fhould go by fea, and 
accordingly fix fhips were provided, and three hundred and feventy fol¬ 
diers embarked, of whom one hundred were mufquctccrs and crofsbow— 
men, and twenty two, cavalry. Five alfo of the old conquerors of 
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Mexico, tile companions of Cortes and liis Majefty's veteran* fervants, 
who had retired to their houfes and repoic, were commanded to take 
lip arms again on this occafion; and it was of no ufe to tell Cortes that 
any one had ferved long enough, cw fuf^red hardfliips, for when Cor¬ 
tes ordered no rcmonftranccs availed. There was alfo one Briones, a 
fcafaring man, of a feditious difpofition, and a bitter enemy to Cortes, 
and many ol the I'oldiers who embarked thought they had been ill ufed 
in the diftribution of lands and property. 

The inftru^lions given to Dq Oli were, to fail to the liavannah, to 
receive proviftons and neceflarics, and purfuc his voyage to Higueras, 
where he was to make enquiry whether any Iiarbour, ilraight, or paf- 
fiige lay to the fouthward; alfo to fearch for mines of gold, and filver, 
and in fome commodious iituation to build a town, not neglecting the 
intcreits of the church, for the extcnlion whereof, two B eYC r F " d friars, 
one of w hom fpokc the Mexican language, were to attend the expedi¬ 
tion. 


Dc Oli embarked from Villa Rica, and arrived at the Havannah, 
where he took on board his provifions and horfes and alfo five perfons 
of thofc who had come out with Garay, and who had been expelleil 
from the fettlemcnt of Panuco for feditious conduCt. Thefe perfons at¬ 
tached themfelvcs to Dc Oli, and began to inflil their poifonous coun- 
fels in his mind, advifing him to renounce his obedience to Cortes. 
Briones alfo laboured in this, and having concerted matters with Velaf- 
quez the mortal enemy of Cortes, it was fettled amongft them, that De 
Oli fhould put himfelf under Vclafquez, who would fiipport him in 
his expedition, and alfo make fuch reprefentations at court, that the 
new fcttlement fhould be taken out of the hands of Cortes, and the go¬ 
vernment thereof given to Dc Oli. This man was of great peribnal va¬ 
lour, a veiy good fbldicr, but unfit to be a commander; he was at 
this time about thirty fix years of age, and was a native of Bieza^ or 
Linares; he had a good perfpn and countenance, a cleft in his under 
lip, and his voice was rough, and fierce; he w'as endued, with many 
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good qualities, being finccrc, and for a long time much attached to 
Cortes; until the ambition of governing, and diflikc of lK;ing governed, 
perverted his mind, by the influence of bad advifers. He had been 
brought up in the houfe of Vclafquez, but was under much greater 
obligations to Cortes. 

Dc Oli fet fail from the Havannah, and on the third of May arri¬ 
ved at his flation, which he on that account named K1 Triumpho dc la 
Cruz. Here he appointed his civil adminillration, making his alcaldes 
and regidors of thofe w'hom Cortes had recommended to him. He alfo 
took pofleflion of the country for his Majefty in the name of Cortes. 
His motive for doing this w'as, bccaufe he wifhed to conceal fi\)m theft: 
perfons his feceflion from his general, and wifhed tc keep them his 
friends until he could afeertain how the bufinefs was likely to turn out.; 
for, if the country was as rich as he had reafon to fuppofe, he intended 
to throw Cortes off and fet up an indepcmlent government; if on the 
other hand, it fhould appear not to be valuable, he could return to his 
pofleflions at Mexico, and glofs over to Cortes his negociations with 
Vclafquez, by pretending it was done in order to put him in good hu¬ 
mour, and induce him to give him the neceflary fupplies.. Thus was 
the new colony of El Triumpho dc la Cruz eflablifhed, from whence 
no, intelligence reached Cortes for upwards of eight months. 

In the town of Guacacualco were a confiderablc number of veterans, 
and Spaniards of quality, who w'crc entrufted with the government of 
the province of that name, together with thofe of Citla, Tabafeo, Ci- 
matan, Chontalpa, Cachula, Zoque, the l^uilcncs, Cinacatan, and 
Chamuela, Chiapa of the Indians, Papanaufta, Pinula, Xaltcpeque, 
Guazpaltcpeque, Chinanta, and Tepeque. In the whole of New Spain, 
the demand of tribute was the fignal for an infurred'tion, and tliofc who 
attempted the collection of it were killed, as indeed were all Spaniards 
who fell into the hands of the natives. In thofe provinces the rcliftancc 
was univerfal, and we were under the ncccflity of going round from one 
city or town to another with a company of foldiers, to preferve the 
peace.. The 
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'i'hc dinri<ft of Cimatan being partfcularly refra<Sloiy, and Captain 
I-ids Marin being unwilling at that time to fend a body of troops thi- 
tber, it was determined that four neighbours, whereof I was one, 
fhould he fent to try if we could bring the people to reafon. Accordingly, 
fctling out upon our journey, w'hen w'c approached the principal town, 
we difpatched melTcngcrs to acquaint the people with our bufinefs. 
When we came nearer to it we were met by a large body of Indians, 
armed with lances, and bows and arrows, who killed two of my com¬ 
rades, and w'ounded me defperately in the throat. My furviving com¬ 
panion after a few blow's provided for himfelf by making off to fomc 
canoes by the bank of the river Mac;^a, fo that 1 wa» left alone; I 
however retained fuificiently my fenfes, to creep into fomc buflies where 
recovering a little, I addrclled myfelf to heaven, and impload the aid 
of our Holy Virgin, bcfccching her not to let me die in the hands of 
thofc dogs of Indians. Then, feeling my powers return to me, I fal- 
lied out, and forcing my pafTage through the natives, giving many good 
cuts by the way, 1 made my cfcapc to where my comrade was in the 
canoes, with four Indians whom we had brought with us to carry our 
baggage, which they had thrown away, and which the natives quitted 
us, to pillage. As it was the will of God that we fhould not lofc our 
lives on this occafion, we then got acrofs the river* which is very broad 
and deep, and full of alligators. To avoid the Indians we were obliged 
to remain eight days concealed in tl»c woods, and from our not appear¬ 
ing, we were all concluded to be loft. As was the cuftom at that time, 
our property was forthwitlt divided amongft the other Spaniards, how¬ 
ever at the end of twenty three days we returned to our town, to the 
greab joy of our friends, and difappointment of thole who had gotten 
pofTcflian of our lands and Indians. 

Captain Marin now thought proper to go to Cortes to reprefent the ftatc 
of afiairs, and detnand more ibldicrs. He accordingly fet out and waited 
on Cortes, who gave him thirty foldicrs, commanded by Alonzo dc 
Grado, with orders for the whole body of Spaniards to march for the 
province of Chiapa which w as in a ftatc of war. Aocwdingly we fet out ■ 

for 
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for the purpole of reducing it, and of building a town there, to keep 
the inhabitants in check. 

The firft thing neccifary was to make a road through tlie wootls, 
in a very marfhy countr\' where we were obliged to make caiifcways for 
the horfes to pafs. Procealing thus, we arrived at a place called Tez- 
puztlan, and continued our route to another town named Cachula, from 
whence we proceeded, there being no pafiligc previous to our expedition, 
from the fear the other natives have of thofe of Chiapa, who undoubt- 
txlly were at that time the braveft warriors in America; they alfo robbed 
{wll'engcrs and travelling merchants, and brought off the inhabitants of 
thefc diflri<fls to colonize and till their grotmd, nor could the Mexicans 
ever fulxlue them. This our expedition took place in I.arnt, the year 1 
cannot bring to my recolledlion, but think it was one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty four. When we came nc”ar the city of Chiapa, 
we made a review ol our force, which confilled of twenty feven horfe- 
men, twenty three mufqiieteers, and a field piece umler the diicdtion of 
a gunner who told us that he had ferved in Italy; however that was, 
he w’as of no ufe, being a very cowardly fellow. We had feventy foot 
foldicrs armed with fword and target, and about eighty Mexicans, The 
cacique of Cachula with fomc of his principal people attended us, tremb¬ 
ling with fcarj four foldiers of the mofi active of our little army, of 
whom 1 was one, were alw'ays fent forward to reconnoitre; the ground 
not being fit for a horfe 1 left mine behind, and we were ufually in front 
of the army about half a league. The people of Chiapa being much 
accuftomed to hunting, fome of them who were thus employed perceiv¬ 
ing us at a diftance gave the alarm, and made fignals by fmokc. 

As we approached tlicir firrt: fcitlemcnt, which is called Efiapa, ancl 
is difiant four leagues from the principal town, w'c found the roads, 
which ran through cultivated grounds, wide and convenient; and on 
each fide were plentiful trops of corn, and vegetables. We entered this 
town, but the inh.abitants had quitted it, and having polled our guards and 
fent out patroles, the remainder went to reft; but we were foon roufed 
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hy tlic arrivnl of two of our out party, who came in at full fpeej to tell 
us, that thc'nativcs were colledling from all parts to attack us. We 
ftood to our arms, and advanced to'^ mc»;t them out of the town, where 
a very fevere adlion enfued, for they were provided with darts hardened 
in fire, war clubs, and lances larger than ours, and alfo a good defen- 
llvc armour made of cotton. As the field of battle was very Ifoncy, their 
fiingers did us infinite mifehief. They approached us fo clofc that in 
the firft attack they killed two of our foldiers, and four Iiorfes, wound¬ 
ed our reverend father. Fra Juan, and thirteen foldicj and deflroyed 
many of our allies.. Our captain, Marin, allu wa* n ouuil ’ 1 two pla¬ 
ces. This a<5lion lafled till dark ni; i, uhei having m. .k i utifitif- 
fartory experiment of (he fharpnc(s Our fwonh and the tPl.l ot oui 
mufijuetiy, the enemy retired, leaving behind them (iftei;. killed, and 
many w'ounded, from tw'o of w'hom, apparently principal people, we 
Icarnetl, that on the next day a general attack was intended upon 
us. 


The manner in which the enemy had fought convinced us that 
.they were no defpicablc warriors: for when a cavalry man halted to 
make a thrulf the Indians feized the horil', and wrefted the lance out of 
tlic horfeman’s hand, or pulled him to the ground. 

On the next day W'e purfued our route to the city of Chiapa, and 
a city it might truly be called, from the regularity of its ftrects and 
lioulcs. It contained not lefs than four thouiand families, not reckoning 
the population of the many dependent towns in its neighbourhood. At 
the difence of about a quarter of a league from Jbhe place which we 
had left, we found the whole force of Chiapa drawn up to receive 
us. Their troops were adorned with plumage, and well armed, often- 
Cvely and ilcfcnfively, and the hills refounded with their fhouts on our 
appearance. It xvas dreadful to behold the fury with which they threw 
thcmfclves upon us like enraged Jionsj as for our black artillery man, 
and black he was indeed to us^ he was fo jftupified with fear, that he 
ilood trembling and unable to put the match to the gun, and when at 
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lad \vc fuccccdcd in roufing liii'A, lie iircd the piece with no ether cficdl 
tlian that of wounding three of our own men. Our captain gave orders 
to the cavalr)' to form in fmall bodies, and the mufquctccrs, crofsbow- 
men, and fword and buckler men, to clofc into one compact battalion, 
whereby the cavalry and infantry fupported each other. I’hc enemy 
were fo numerous that had we not been the men we were, it would 
have gone very hard with us, and we ourfelves were aftoniflicd at the 
liravcry of oui idvcriarics ; but good father Bartholomc flood firmly 
by Ub, and .bred comfort to us by his exhortations, promifing 

that we O;'!. ' • b- tv .Ui : u -ui exertions, both by God and by Ca:- 
i:u Out ^ •.•.Cl // i.!» Okew di frequently encouraged us, calling 
'v;r I ) ch.iTg' them >;i(. i .une vW St Jago. We at length forced them 
to fly beion .. , ili- it were buid by, tradls of very rocky ground 

where the La\.airy CDuid not follow them, freQi bodies of Indians fell 
upon us by furprife, while we, thinking the day our own, were return¬ 
ing thanks to God and our Lady. Of thefc troops a number were pre¬ 
pared with long thongs to twill round the horfes, and throw them 
down, and they had alfo llrctchcd out the nets which they ufed in hunt¬ 
ing, for the fame purpofe. The enemy attacked us here fo defperately 
that hardly one of our foldiers efcaped without a wound; they wrefted 
the i.in^es from fomc of our cavalry, and killed two foldiers and five 
horfe . In the centre of their army was a woman, aged, and immode¬ 
rately fai, who was efteemed by them a goddfcfs, and had promifed 
them t).\c vuSlory. fhey had alfo incenfe in a pan, and certain idols 
made of (lone. This woman, who had her body painted, and cotton 
mixed with the paint, advanced without any fear among our allies, 
who were formed by companies, and by whom this infernal deity was 
in a very fliort time tom to pieces. 

During this time the battle raged, and we and our captain recom¬ 
mending ourfelves to our Lady, and befeeching the reverend father to 
pray for us, threw ourfelves into the thickefl of it, and forced the ene¬ 
my to fly, fome to the rocks, others to the river, whereby they cflc*<^led 
their efcape, being excellent fwimmers. We then halted to take breath, 
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anJ oiir good friar, joined by the foldiers, fang the hymn which begin? 

Salve &c,*’ and we returned thanks to God for the vidlory. Our 
army then advanced towards a town by the fide of a river, where w';; 
remained the entire day and night, paying particular attention to the 
concealment of our dead. 

About midnight, ten chieftains of the neighbouring difiri<5ls came 
down the river which is very broad and deep in five canoes; they dif- 
embarked at one of our ports, and were made prifoners. Being brought 
before our captain, they told him they l>cl<Migcd to a nation called the 
XaltejKqucs, againrt whom the people of Chiapa had made war; their 
obje<5l; was, to ortcr their fupport, and to obtain from us a promile, 
tliat in cafe of fuccefs againrt the Chiapans, we rtiould fet free from 
them the nations to which thefe Indians belonged; in the hopes of 
which, they promifed us artirtance to pafs the river, which could not 
otherwife be done. This was very fatisfadlory to us, and therefore 
leaving two of their party behind, the rert went immediately to provide 
twenty canoes. The remainder of the night was parted under a rtri<5l 
W'atch, for the drums and horns of the enemy were heard, from the 
banks of the river, where they wxtc colle<rting to attack us. As foon 
as it was light we law our friends arrive with the canoes; they alfb 
fhewed us a ford, though a very dangerous one, and were urgent to 
us to lofc no time in parting, to fave the lives of ibmc of their coun¬ 
trymen who had been made prifoners. Accordingly we parted the river, 
formed into a folid ctdumn, at the ford, which took us up to our arm- 
pits, and where we loft one of our cavalry. On the oppofite bank 
we were artfailed by the enemy with fuch a difeharge of darts and arrows, 
that not one of our party eicaped without two or three wounds before 
we could get out of the water, but vaft bodies of other Indians appear¬ 
ing in our rear, and declaring for us, by attacking the Chiapans, they 
were foon forced to turn their backs and fly towards their city, whither 
we advanced in good order, with colours flying, and accompanied by 
our allies. On our arrival there, we found it too clofc built to be lafely 
occupied by us, and wo.therefore pitched our camp in the open field. 

Our 
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Our captain now fent mcflengcss inviting them to peace, and fliortly 
after, they fent a deputation of their chiefs, praying forgivc- 
nefs, and requefting to be admitted fubjedts to his Majedy'. They 
alfo defired that the neighbouring nations might not be permitted tode- 
ilroy their houfes and plantations, whicli requeft was readily granted. 
When we went into this town we found many prifoners confined in 
wooden cages, who had been feized by them when travelling. All 
thefe were releafed and fent to their homes, in their temples we found 
idols of horrid figure, which I'ra Juan broke to pieces, and alfo many 
remains of men and boys jull lacrificed, and other traces of their moft 
abominable ciifloms. 

Our captain tlicn fent orders to all the neighbouring nations to come 
in; amongft the fiifl who obeyed were thefe of Chinacatan, Gopa- 
nauflla, Pinola, Gucguiztlan, Chamula, the Q^iilcncs, and others of 
the Zoquo language, with many more which I do not recollc<5t. Thefe 
people were muclr furprifed when they perceived with Iiow rm;dl a body 
we had ventured to attack the warlike nation of the Chiapans, whom 
the Mexicans never could conquer, h'ra Juan preached to them w'ith 
great fuccefs, and many came to him to be baptifed. 

While this was palling, a certain Spanifh foldier, attended by eight 
Mexicans, went to a town called Chamula, and there demanded with¬ 
out any authority a contribution of gold in the name of his captain. A 
portion was colledtcd for him, but not fatisfied therewith he attempted 
to feizc the cacique, which caufed an infurredtion in that and a neigh¬ 
bouring town named Guehuiftlan. As foon as our captain got intelli¬ 
gence of it, he caufed him to be feized, and immediately lent him oft 
by exprefs, prifoner, to Mexico. This man was one who confidercd 
himfelf of confcquencc amongft us, very evil difpofcd, and cruel to the 
Indians. 

We then proceeded to Chamula, which in confequcnce of the above 
related outrage continued in rebellion. We were afTiftcd on our march 
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by »hc people of Cinacatan, a poliflied and mercantile nation, and ar¬ 
riving at Chamula, we found this place (frongly fortified by nature, 
and the inhabitants well armed, having a large kind of fhield with 
which they could cover the whole body, and which when not wanted 
was rolled up. When w'c approached we were attacked with Ihow'ers 
of arrows, upon which our captain ordered the cavalry to go into the 
plain, there to watch the infurgents of the neighbouring diftridls of 
^uiabuitlan. Our mufquctcers then fired upon the enemy, but with ve¬ 
ry little whereas their mifiilc weapons injured us who were unco¬ 

vered, materially. We were during this whole day fighting thus, to 
very little purpofe, and when we attempted to force the ramparts, we 
found them guarded by above two thouiand men armed with lanccs. 
Finding our endeavours incffc(ftual, it was determined to procure tim¬ 
ber from another towm which w’^as depopulated, and to conftrutSt of it 
the machines named burros or mantas, under cover of which twenty 
men or more could approach, and remain under the walls, fo as to 
work an entrance. We therefore drew off for that time, and having 
procured the timber and conftrudfed thefe machines, we again proceeded 
to the attack. Under cover of them our men endeavoured to undermine 
the w'ali, the enemy throwing down upon us fcalding w’ater mixed with 
blood, fire, and heavy ftones, infomuch that we were quite in delpair, 
and forced to retreat to repair the rruichincs, which having done, we 
again brought them to the walls, and working under them we made 
different breaches. As foon as the enemy perceived this, they fent up 
to the top of their ramparts four of their principal perfbns, priefts, and 
others, who addrefled us covered with their thick fliiclds, and told us, 
that lince we wanted gold we might have it; and therewith threw over 
feven crowns of fine gold, together with a quantity of gold trinkets, 
and other things made of that metal, caft in the fonns of (hells and 
birds; and they alfo at the fame time fent among us frefh (bowers of 
arrows, darts, and ((ones. We had fuccceded in making two confidc- 
rablc breaches in the walls, but it was now dark, and a heavy rain be¬ 
gan to fall i we were therefore obliged to defifi; for that night, keeping 
good watch all round our poll;, and the cavalry remaining on the plain 
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ground, faddlcd and bridled. '*Thc enemy during the whole night were 
founding their warlike inftruments, fuch as timbals, and fmall trum¬ 
pets, yelling, and threatening us with dcftru<5l:ion on the next day, 
which they faid had been promifed to them by their gods. 

At day break we again brought forward our machines, to work 
at their walls, which the enemy defended with the greateft obftinacy, 
wounding five of our people, and amongft them myfclf by a thruft, 
and were it not for the ftrength of my cotton quilted armour, the lance 
would have gone through me. Thus we were employed during the 
whole day, and the evening was drawing on, with a heavy fall of rain 
and a very thick miil, as is frequently the cafe in that mountainous 
country. In confcqucncc of this our captain called us off'from the en¬ 
gagement, and about the fame time the enemy ceafing to fliout and 
make the noifes they had hitherto done, I, who was accufiomed tobu- 
finefs of the kinil, and alfo perceived that their lances were refled againfi: 
the walls, barbicans, and battlements, except about two hundred that 
fiill appeared to be in hand, began to fufpedt they were going to aban¬ 
don the place; in confcqucncc whereof, 1 and one of my comratlcs get¬ 
ting in at a fmall breach in the wall, to fee what they were doing, fell 
fuddenly in upon upwards of two hundred of than in arms, who at¬ 
tacked us with their lances, and would fpeedily have put an end to us, 
but that feme of our Indian allies who perceived our fituation, called 
out to the reft of our foldicrs, who crouded in to where we were fur- 
rounded by thefe Indians, who only compofed the rear guard of the 
garrifon, for all the reft, men, women, and children, had evacuated 
the place by the other gate.^ 

« 

Thefe who remained we quickly put to flight, and purfuing them, 
we came up with many of the others, and made prifoners Icvcral men, 
women, and children. We now quitted the town, and purfued our 
route towards Chinacatan, halting for that night at a place, w'herc at 
prefent the city of Chiapa de los Efpanoles is built. Being arrived licrc, 
our captain difeharged fix of his prifoners, with orders to inform their 
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countryriicn that if they fubmittcd, he would deliver up to them the 
whole of thofe he liad taken, which mdlage was delivered, and chcar~ 
fully complied with. 

In confcqucncc of the orders which Cortes had given to our cap¬ 
tain, who was alfo my particular friend, to give me feme good fituation, 
I was appointed to the command of this encomienda which I held for 
eight years. The firft thing I did was, to get a reverend father to 
prcacli to the Indians, and convert them to the chriftian faith; we ac¬ 
cordingly crcdlcd an altar and crucifix, and he preached to them to good 
efted:. The firft day we baptifed fifteen, to my great fatisfadion, for 
1 loved and wifhed well to them, they being now my own. There was 
in this neighbourhood a people who inhabited three fortified towns, and 
were in rebellion againft us, named the Guegucftitlans, and it became 
necelTary to march againft and reduce them. Leaving therefore our 
wounded and baggage behind, the moll: ftout and adivc among us pro¬ 
ceeded againft them; they had barricaded all their approaches with fall¬ 
en trees, which W'c cleared by the aftiftance of our Indian allies, and 
arrived under their fortrefles, w hich appeared likely to give us enough 
to <!o, for the firft we came to was full of warriors who were well ap¬ 
pointed, oflfenfivcly and defenfively. When we mounted to the aflault 
they all fled and left the place to us, but our allies made two of them 
prifoners, who were immediately releafed, and fent with offers of peace 
and good treatment to their friends, on fubmiflion. Thefe conditions 
they accepted and came in, bringing with them fome trifling prefents 
of gold, and feathers of the quetzal. 

paving thus cff^cd our bufinefs here, we proceeded according to 
the direiftions of Cortes, to eftablifh a colony. Hereupon there was a 
difference of opinion amongft us, for fome were for it, but others who 
had plantations and Indians in Guacacualco were adverfe, objecting to it 
as an unfit fituation for cavalry, and faying alfo that our force in its 
prefont reduced ftate wjEis infufficient, the diftritft being populous, and 
the towns built in the faftneifos of the mountains. Thus our party fell 
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into difputes upon this and otMcr fubjedls, for our captain, Marin, and 
Diego de Godoy who was a royal notary and a very bufy perfon, were 
adverfc to the plan. That troublefomc fdlow Alonzo de Grado, allb 
it appeared, was poflefled of a patent from Cortes, giving him anenco- 
mienda in the province of Chiapa, when it was reduced to obedience. 
By virtue of this he demanded from Marin the gold which had been 
obtained from the Indians of Chiapa, and alfo that which had been 
found in the temples, amounting to one thoufand five hundred crowns. 
This Marin refufed, allcdging that it was neceflary to employ it in re¬ 
placing the horfes which had been killed in the expedition. All thefe 
differences together brought matters to fuch an extremity, that our cap- 
tiin put both of them in irons, determining to fend Dc Grado to Mex¬ 
ico; as to Godoy, by dint of intercefilon and promifes he obtained his 
rclcafe. Godoy made but a very bad return to Marin for his lenity, for 
he immediately entered into a cabal witli De Grado, and it was agreed 
between them to make a formal complaint to Cortes againfl him. I 
was applied to alfo to write to him in exculpation of Dc Grado, bccaufe 
they faid tliat Cortes would believe my reprefentations. 1 did write in¬ 
deed, but it was to let Cortes know the true (late of the cafe, and by no 
means charging Marin with any impropriety. Dc Grado was fent to 
Mexico under an oath to prefent himfclf to Cortes within eighty days; 
that time being allowed on account of the diftance, which is upwards 
of one hundred and ninety leagues. 

It was now determined by us, to chaftife thofc people who killed 
the two foldiers of that party wherewith I was fent, as formerly men¬ 
tioned. In our way we marched through a diftridl fo very rugged, that 
the paffage was impoiliblc to our horfes without, affiilance, which, on 
an application to the caciques was readily afforded us. Thefe people are 
named Tapelola. Continuing our route by the Si!o, Suchiapa, and 
Coyumelapa difIridU we came to thofc of the Tecomayatacal and Atca- 
pan Indians. The houfes in the chief town, which belonged to my dif- 
tri^, joined each other, and formed a very populous and extenfive place. 
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Near this was a large and deep riVer, wKich it was ncccflary to pafs, 
and here we were oppofed by the people of the town and vicinity, but 
after a (harp adion, wherein we had (ix foldicrs wounded and three hor- 
(es killed, we put them to flight, they all taking to the mountains and 
woods, having firfl (ct fire to their town. We flayed here five days 
taking care of the w'oundcd, and having made many of the women of 
this place prifoners, our captain fent to invite the people to peace, which 
was accepted, and they returned to their homes. Godoy was avcr(e 
from this lenity, and told our captain that thefe people who had revolt¬ 
ed without any reafon (houil be punilhed, or at any rate made to pay 
for the horfes which were killed in- the adlion. 1 was of a different 
opinion, and thought that fince they came pcarv-ably they (hould not 
be made to fuffirr; and giving my opinion freely, Godoy became enra¬ 
ged and broke out into angry words, from which we came to blows, 
and drew our fwords. A good many cuts pafled between us before we 
could be parted, and if we had not been fo, one or other of us would 
have loft his life. Marin, who was a good and mild man, faw the 
impropriety of ufing harfh mcafures with thefe people, and reftoring all 
their property to them, left them in peace. 

We continued our march, and puffing by other diftri<5ls of Cima- 
tlan, and Talatiopan, we were aftailed by a number of their archers, 
who gave us a volley whereby above twenty ot our foldicrs were wound¬ 
ed, and two horfes killed; and but that we immediately attacked and 
drove them from their poft, they would have done us much mifehief. 
I muft oblcrve, that thefe arc the ftrongeft archers that ever I met with, 
for they drive their arrows through two fuits of cotton mail well quilted; 
which is a wonderful force. Their country is in great part marfh, 
which (hakes when a foot-man walks upon it. It was therefore in vain 
to piirfuc the natives, and as for our offers of peace they treated them 
with neglect. We therefore thought it heft to make our ftiortefl way 
to our town of Guacacualco. We took our route for it by the difl:ri(5l 
of Guimango, Naeax^, Xuica, Tcotitlan, Copilco, and others which 
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1 do not rccolledt, to Ulapa« altd acrofs the rivers Agaqualulco, and 
Tonab, to Guacacualco, where the killed horfes were paid for at a 
penny a pound. 

As to De Grade, when he arrived at Mexico and waited on Cortes, 
the general was highly difpleafed with him, telling him to take three 
thoufand crowns and go to the Ifland of Cuba, and give him and others 
no farther trouble. De Grade however nude fuch apologies that they 
were afterwards good friends 
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CHAPTER V. 


TranJaMions in Old Spain, 


In the year one thouiknd five hundred and twenty one, our moft Ho¬ 
ly Father Pope Adrian of Lobayana fucceeded to the fovcrcign pontifi¬ 
cate. He was then governor of Caftillc, and refidcd in the city oi 
Vittoria, where our agents waited upon him to kifs the foot of his ho- 
Hnefs. At the fame time arrived a great nobleman from Germany, 
called Mofiur de Lafoa, chamberlain to his Majcfty, by whom he was 
lent to congratulate his holinefs on his cledlion. This M. dc Lafoa, 
having heard the heroical adtions of the conquerors of Mexico, and the 
great works they had done for the extenfion of our holy faith, by the 
converfion and baptifm of fo many thoufands of Indians, was interefied 
in our behalf, and applied to the Holy Pontiff, requeiling him to acce¬ 
lerate the bufinefs wherein our agents were employed. This requeil 
was readily granted, for independent of what was laid before him by 
our agents, our holy father had received many complaints againfi the 
Biihop of Burgos from perfons of high honour and quality, whereby 
our agents were encouraged tc^ proceed in a formal accufation againil 
him. Thofe who were mofi adtive in the bufinefs were. Francifeo dc 
Montejo, Diego de Ordas, the licentiate Francifeo Nunez coufin to 
Cortes, and Martin Cortes our generaPs father, who were afiificd by 
many great and powerful noblemen, but principally by the Duke dc 
Bgar; and thus counteneuiced, they brought forward their charges with 
great ei&dt. 

The firft was, that Velafquez had bribed him with a diilridt, with 
die people of which he worked gold mines. Secondly, that in the 
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year one thoufand five hundred ^nd feventeen, when one hundred and 
ten of us procured vcflcis at our own cxpcncc and fet out for the difeo- 
very of New Spain* the Bifhop of Burgos informed his Majefly that it 
was Diego dc Velafqucz who had done fo* contrary to the truth. 

t 

Thirdly that Vdafquez had iimt twenty thoufand crowns in gold* 
which his nephew Juan dc Grijalva had obtained* to the bifhop* and 
no part to his Majcfly; and that when Cortes fent a prefent of gold the 
bifhop feized it. fupprdting our letters, and fubiliituting t^hers* aferib- 
ing the faid prefent to Velafquez. Alfo that the bifhop retained one 
half of the treafure, and when Puertocarrero applied to him for per- 
miflion to wait upon his Majefty, he caufed him to be feized and thrown 
into prifon, where he died. Alfo, that he fent orders to the officers of 
the Cafa de Contra<5tacion of Seville, that they fhould not give any af- 
fiftance to Cortes. Farther, that he appointed as officers to the military 
fervice in New Spain, fuch as were not fit for it, as was the cafe in re¬ 
gard to one Tapia, to whom, in order to bring about a marriage between 
his niece and the faid Tapia, he. promifed the government of New l^pain. 
Alfo, that he approved for good, the l.dfc relations tranfmitted by the 
agents of Velafqucz, which* he forwarded to his Majcfty, fupprefting 
thofe of Cortes which were the true ones. There were bcfldcs many 
other charges, all very well fubfiantiated, and which he could not 
deny. 

Thefe things being all brought to light, his holinefs was pleafed 
to order, that the Bifhop of Buigos fhould have no fiuthcr authority in 
New Spain, that Cortes fhould be declared governor thereof, and that 
Velafqucz fhould receive compenfation for the expenccs he had been 
at, and could duly prove. His holinefs fent alfo to New Spain a num¬ 
ber of indulgences for the hofpitals and churches, and was pleafed to 
dire(5l Cortes and us the conquerors to pay unremitting attention to the 
converfion of the Indians, adding how much it was the duty of himfclf 
and all Chriilendom to pray for thofe who had done fo much for the 
advancement of our holy faith. He alfo was pleafed to fend to us his 
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holy bulls of abfolution. All this his Jl^ajefty gracioufly thought pro* 
per to confirm, fo far as relates to the civil and military cftabliflimcnt, 
adding thereto his order to Velafqucz to give up his government of Cuba, 
on account of his having font out the armament under NarvaesJ in de¬ 
fiance of the peremptory orders of the royal chamber of audience, and 
y>f the brethren of the order of St. Jerome. The Bifliop of Burgos was 
fo afi^cd 1^ the cenfure which his holinefs the Pope palled upon his 
Conduift, and by his Majcfty*s orders in confequcnce thereof, that when 
he retired to his country feat at Toro he fell dangcroufly ill. 

At this period arrived in Old Caftillc, Pamphilo dc Narvaez, and 
Chriftoval dc Tapia, whom the Bifhop of Burgos had created governor 
of New Spain, together with the pilots Umbria and Cardenas. Thefc 
perfons waited on the bilhop to demand his permiflion to lay their accu- 
fations againft Cortes before his Majcfiy, and as the bilhop delired no¬ 
thing better than to hear complaints of Cortes and of us, he fhewed 
them every favour in his power. When the agents of Velafqucz per¬ 
ceived this, they gladly joined the party, and all together went to prefer 
their charges before the Emperor. 

They made ftrong accufations againft Cortes; firft, that Velafqucz 
fitted out armaments three times to his own great coft, and entrufted 
the command of the laft to Cortes, who broke his engagement. Far¬ 
ther, that when Velafqucz fern Narvaez with his Majefty*s commiftion 
as governor general of New Spain, Cortes made war upon, and defeated 
him. Allb, that when the Bilhop of Burgos fent Tapia to take the go¬ 
vernment of thofe countries in his Majefty*s name, he refuied to obey, 
and by imin force compelled him to reimbark. Th^ alfo accufed Cortes 
of having obtained a quantity of gold in the name of his Majefty, aud 
converting it to his own ufc; of having taken to himfelf a fifth of ali 
prizage ; of having burnt the feet of Guatimotzin; of retaining the ibl- 
diers (hares; and building palaces and fortified houies that were as large 
as whole villages, making the inhabitants round Mexico work at them, 
and forcing them to draw large cyprefs trees, and ftones, from a great 
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diftancc; and that he had given poifon to Francirco de Garay, to get 
from him his troops and Hiipping. There were many other accu&tions 
brought forward, fo that his Majcfty was at laft tired of bearing them, 
believing them to be true. 

Narvafcz, when admitted into the Emperor’s profence addreflcd him 
in his pompous tone of voice, as follows. “ Your Majcfty muft fur- 
** thcr know, that on the night I was taken prifoncr, having your 
•* royal commifhon in my pocket, my eye put out, and in apprehenfion 
“ of being burnt alive, for the apartment was in flames, one of Cor- 
“ tes’s captains, Alonzo dc Avila at prefent prifoncr in France, violcnt- 
** ly fore your commifTion out of my pocket, and when J claimed it, 
“ declaring what it was, he denied the fa<5t, and faid that they were 
** bonds for money owing me by Spaniards in Mexico, and which I 
“ was coming to enforce.” At this the Emperor could not refrain from 
laughing. In regard to the charges, his Majcfty faid, he would give 
orders that ftriiH: jullicc fliould be done; and he forthwith commanded, 
that certain perfons of his royal privy council fliould be formed into a 
court of enquiry to hear and decide upon thefe allegations. The per¬ 
fons who compofed this court were Mcrcurio Catarinario grand chan¬ 
cellor of Italy, DcIaSoa, and Do<5l:or Dc la Roche, Flemings, Hernando 
dc Vega lord of Grajalcs, the Dodor Dc Garavajal, and the Licentiate 
Vargas. 

This court gave notice to the parties to come forward, and accord- 
ingly they produced their charges in the fame form that they had been 
laid before his Majefty. To the charges brought by Velafqucz it was 
replied, that Dc Cordova was the difeoverer of New Spain, who did it 
with his companions at their own coft, and that Velafqucz was here 
alfo criminal, in that he ordered him to go to the Ifland of Los Gua- 
najes, to take Indians by force, and make flaves of them. Farther, that 
admitting he fent Juan dc Grijalva thither, it was not for the purpofe 
of colonization but only for trade. That for the expences incurred, the 
principal part was born by the different captains, and not by Velafqucz, 
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and theie captains had there co11e<£^ed tu'enty thoufand crownct. the 
principal part of which went to Vclafquez. Farther, that Velafquez 
gave the Biihop of Burgos liidians in the liland of Cuba to procure^ 
gold, ncgledling his duty to his Majeily. Alfo, that admitting it was 
he who fent Cortes, it was by the approbation of his Majefty, and by 
the providence of Godi for that any other commander would have fail¬ 
ed in an undertaking of fuch danger, and that Cortes was not fent by 
him to colonize, but to barter j and that his eftablifhment in the coun¬ 
try WM owing, not to the inllru^tions of Vclafquez, but the inilances 
of his companions, for the fcrvice of God, and his Majelly. Alfo 
that it was well, known, that Cortes reported the whole of his proceed¬ 
ings to his Majcfty, fending therewith all the gold he had been able to 
procure, he, and his companions, awaiting his Majcfly's further orders, 
proilrate on the earth. It was alfo reprefented, how the Biihop of Bur¬ 
gos fuppreifed tin: faid letters, and feized the prefents, concealing from 
his Majefey our meritorious fervicse; and when our agents wanted to 
obtain permiflion to wait on his Majeily, he threw one of them, Puer- 
tocarrero, into prifon, where he died-; and that he forbid the officers of 
his Majefty at Seville, to furnifh us with what we required. All which 
was done by the laid biihop, from a corrupt motive, as he wanted to 
procure a marriage between either Vclafquez or Tapia, and his niece 
named Donna Petronila de Fonfeca, as he had promifed that his ibn-in<« 
law ihould be governor of Mexico. In fupport of all which accufations 
th^ were ready to produce proofs. As to the expedition of Narvaez, 
our agents replied, that in the hril plaCe Velafquez deferved to fuffec 
death for diibbedience of his Majeily's orders; ai^ alio, that he applied 
himfelf folely to the biihop, neglecting his Majeily, which was a high 
difrefpeCt; in confequcncc therefore of the above mifdemcanors and 
crimes, our agents, prayed that the court would be pleafed to award 
puniihmcnt; to which the court replied that they would take it into 
confideration. 

In reply to the charges brought againft Cortes by Narvaez it was 
reprefented, that on his coming to New Spain he fent word to the great 
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King Montezuma, that he came to lefcue him, an<3 themby cauied fuch 
a difturbance in the country, as produced a dangerous war. That on 
his arrival at Vera Cruz, Cortes had written to him a friendly letter, de- 
(iring to fee his commiihon, to which Narvaez would makenoanfwer, 
but declared war againfe Cortes and his companions, notwithlbainding 
that Cortes invited him to, and repiefented the neoefitty of, an amicable 
jundlion, for the good of his Majcfty*s fervic*, left ail ihould be loft. 
But Cortes Ending that all his offers were ncgie<fted, and Narvaez not 
(hewing him his Majcfty V commiihon, and knowing the mifcondu€t 
of Narvaez in feizing his Majcfty*s oydor, to bring him CO puniftlment 
for fo doing, went to him, determined to fee his authority, and to know 
the rcafon of his condiidt, and that Narvaez had then attempted to fur- 
prife and feizc him, of which he could adduce proofs and witneftes, 
amongft others Andrez dc Ducro, who was at that time with Narvaez. 
In regard to his caiifing the failure of Garay, and poifoning him at 
breakfaft, it was replied that the failure of the expedition was owing to 
Garay's own mifcondiuft, and ignorance of the countiy. That when 
Garay found his (ituation hopelcfs, he accepted the friendly offer which 
Cortes had made him, of an hofpitablc reception at Mexico; where an 
alliance was agreed upon between the families, and Garay was to have 
^ad aftiftance to cftablilh a colony on the river Palmas j and that if it 
was God's will to take him from this life, according to the oaths of 
the phyiicians, by a pleurify, it was not in the power of Cortes to pre* 
vent it. Cortes alfo proved in anfwcr to the charge of having retained 
his Majefty's fifth, that he had fairly expended it in the fcrvice, toge¬ 
ther with fix thouland crowns of his own property:' that the fifth which 
he deducted for himfelf was surcording to compad:, and in regard to the 
charge of detaining the-foldiers prize money it was replied, that in the 
capture of Mexico very little gold remained to be divided, inafinuch as 
the wealth of the place was sdmoft all fallen into the hands of the Haf- 
calan and Tezcucan allies. In regard to burning the feet of Guatimot- 
zin, it was done contrary to the inclination of Cortes, by his Majefty’s 
officers, to force him to difeover where Montezuma's treafure was cont 
cealed. In anftvcr to the charge of his buildings it was ftated, that they 
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were truly fumptuous, and that the cypift^Hcs and ftones were brought 
from a great diihmcc, But that the faid buildings were for the ufe and 
honor of his Majelly and his fuccefTors: that the materials were brought 
tl^c principal part of the way by water, and that the work was carried 
on by the general labour of the Indians, under the order of Guatimotzin, 
as is always the cafe in building the houfes of the great in that country. 
As to the complaint of Alonzo de Avila forcibly taking the commiflion 
frewn Narvaez, it appeared upon infpc<5lion that there was no commif¬ 
lion whatever in thoib papers, the whole of which were receipts for the 
purchafe of horfes, and other things fimilar; but that Cortes never faw 
them, nor was it done by his order. In regard to the complaints of the 
pilots againft Cortes, the feet of Umbria were cut off by the hand ot 
jufticc, as a punilhment for running away with his Ihip, and Car¬ 
denas had refufed to take his Iharc in the divilion of the gold, confent- 
ing that the whole Ihould be fent to his Majefty, but that Cortes had 
given him out of his own purlc throe hundred crowns, which was as 
much as he deferved, being a peribn of little confidcration, and no fol- 
dicr. In regard to the charge relative to Tapia, it was alledged that had 
he come to*Mexico and produced his Majefty*s orders, they Ihould have 
been received by* Cortes, proftratc on the ground,' with all refpedt, and 
humility; but his incapacity w'as fo notorious, that it was the univcrfal 
defire, and advice, of the Spaniards then in New Spain, that Cortes 
Ihould remain in the command. Thefe charges and exculpations hav¬ 
ing been duly weighed by the court for five days, it was determined to 
lay the whole of tlic proceedings before his Majefty, together with their 
dtscifion, which was accordingly done. The fentcnce which th^ gave 
was entirely in favonr of Cortes: the merit and valour of him and the old 
conquerors of Mexico were highly praifed, anji filcncc was impofed on 
Vclafquez as to bis complaints, he being told that if he looked for a re¬ 
muneration of his expences he muft feck it from Cortes by courie of 
law. Cortes was alfo declared governor general of New Spain, accord¬ 
ing to the orders of his holinefs the Pope. The court alfo approved of 
the arrangements made’ by him in that country, and authorized him to 
make the divifions of the diflri^s in fuch a manner as he thought fit. 
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Narvaez was referred for retire!? to France, where Avila who had Seiz¬ 
ed his papers was at prefent prifontr; the piK>ts Umbria and Cardenas 
obtained royal ceJules, granting to them property in New Spain to the 
amount of one thoufand crowns in rent; and it was ordained, that Cor- 
tcS*s veterans (hould all have immaliate and ample gratifications, in 
lands and Indians, and fliould enjoy pre-eminence and prcccdcncy^ fuefv 
as their valour deferved. The fentcncc thus given was taken to Valla¬ 
dolid to be confirmed by his Majefty, who was then on his way to 
Inlanders, and who did confirm and ratify it accordingly. His Majefty 
alfo gave orders relative to the hanifhmcnt of lapfed converts in that 
ci)untry, and forbid the admifllon of fcholars for a term of years. Mis 
Majefiy and the King of Hungary were alfo plcafed to write to Cortes 
and to us, tlianking us for the fcrvices we had rcmicrcd. The afiiiir 
being thus decided in our favour, the documents were intruded to R(3- 
dohgo dc Paz, eoufin to Cortes, and to another relation of his, named 
Francifeo dc la-* Caliis, who arrived at St. Jago in Cuba, the rcfidence 
of Velafquez the governor, wlieiv the fcntencc being mailc known to 
him, and proclaimed by founvl of trumpit. Ire fell ill from vexation, 
and fhortly after died very poor and milerable. Montejo was gi\en by 
his Majefiy the government of 'Y ucatan and Cozumel, with the lord- 
fliip and title of Don. To Diego de Ordaz he confirmed his poflefTions 
in New' Spain, and ennobled him giving him for a coat of arms the 
Volcano of Cuaxocingo, and with thefe honours and emoluments tlu*y 
returned to Mexico, from whence in two or three years Dc Ordas went 
back to Caftille, to obtain from his Majefty pcrmiftion to conquer tl:e 
province of Maranion, in which undertaking he loft: his life and all his 
property. The Biftiop of Burgos was reduced to defpair when he learn¬ 
ed the manner in which the affair had gone, and that all his tranfatSlions 
with Velafquez had come to light. 

When Las Cafas and Rodrigo de Paz brought the intelligence to 
Mexico, that Cortes w'as appointed governor of that country, there was 
iinivcrfal rejoicing. The mclTengcrs were liberally rewarded, I>as Cafas 
being made captain and pr<^Icntcd with a good diftri<5l called Anquitlan, 
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and De Paz obtained other valuable poiHilions, and was appointed by 
Cortes his major domo and Iccretary. To all thofe who came from his 
country of Medellin, Cortes gave Indians, and to the captain of the 
velTe] a liberal reward in gold. 

Some readers may be curious to learn how thefc matters came to 
my knowledge; to which I reply, that the conquerors received infor¬ 
mation of the proceedings of our agents or procuradors, in four or five 
letters written by them from Caftillc; but I ufed then to fay often, that 
it appeared to me that they procured only for Cortes and thcmfeivcs, and 
during all that time, we who had made Cortes what he was, remained 
encountering one danger and hardfliip after another. May God grant 
us his protedtion, and infiil into the mind of our great Caclar the de¬ 
termination to caufe his true and juft intentions to be carried into eftedt. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


TranfaElions and occurrences i# Old and New Spain. 
Expedition again/l the Zapotecans. 


It appeared to us, the mofl: ancient, wife, and experienced conque¬ 
rors of Mexico, that Cortes ought now to confider duly who were his 
friends, and flood by him through fhe whole of his difficulties and 
ilangcrs, from the firft, and to fettle his accounts with Pedro, with 
Sancho, and with Marlin, according to their deferts; which was to he 
done by recalling to him thofe who were low, and poor, and unfortu¬ 
nate, and by placing them in good fituations, according to their deferts, 
and his Majefiy’s orders. All this Cortes was hound in duty to do, as 
alfo to procure for us and our cluldren all the good ofiices, and emolu¬ 
ments, that were to be had in this country of New Spain. But, ** that 
“ which does not grow from the (kin, hangs loofely to it;*’ and fo it 
appeared, for inflcad of doing this he procured fuch for no one but 
himfelf, as in the firfl place the government, and afterwards when he 
went to Caftille, and got his title. But to advert to other matters. In 
regard to the divifion of the country, it was decided by many of the 
mofl experienced, brave, and fage conquerors thereof, that the proper 
method would be, to divide it into five parts, one whereof fhould go to 
his Majefly, another to be for the cflablifhment and revenues of our ho¬ 
ly church, and the other three to be given to Cortes, and the reft of us, 
the true original conquerors of the country; that each fliould have, a 
(hare in perpetuity, and in proportion to his rank and deferts, and that 
we, for our parts, who had ferved his Majefly here, without putting 
him to the leafl cofl, and as one may fay without his knowledge, he be¬ 
ing in Flanders, would be well fatisfied therewith, and contented, and 
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at our cafe, not wandering about the whrld as is at prefcnt the cafe, and 
•ialling /rom bad to worfc j for many of us at this moment arc without 
a morfel of bread to eat, and God knows what will hccomfe of our 
children. 

I will now relate what Cortes did, and which I call a very unt'air 
diftribution. To the Veedor tbhirinos, the Factor Salazar, J, dc Ri¬ 
bera and all thofe who came from Medellin, and to the dependents ot 
great men who flattered and told him pleafing things, he refufed no¬ 
thing. Not that 1 blame him for being generous, for there was enough 
for all; but I fay that he ought to have firft confidcrcd thofe who ferved 
his Majcfly, and whofc valour and blood made him what he was. 
But enough of this, and now to other matters, for it is ufdcfs detailing 
our misfortunes, and how he treated us like vaflals, and how we were 
obliged to take to our old trade of expeditions and battles; for though 
he forgot us in his diflribiition of property, he never failed to call on 
us when he wanted our afliftancc. However before I take leave of the 
fubjedt let me mention, that when Luis Ponce dc Leon came to fuper- 
cede Cortes, we went to the general, to reqiicfl that he would give us 
fomc part of that property which his Majefly had at that time ordered 
that he (hould refign. He then told us, and fwore it, that if he return¬ 
ed to his government lie would provide for us all, and not do as he had 
done, for which he was very fony. As if we were to be fatisfied with 
promifes and fmooth words. 

There had lately arrived certain oflicers of his Majefly from Old 
Caflille, amongfl whom were Alonzo de Eflrada the treafurcr, Conzalo 
de Salazar the fadtor, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan dc Aldc- 
retc being dead,) Pedro Almindes Chirinos the Veedor, and many 
others. 

One Rodrigo Rangel whom I have already mentioned, now came 
to Qortes, telling him that he had hitherto acquired no fame in the 
“ifnts, and wilhed to have a command given him, wherewith to go and 
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conquer the Zapotecans who were in rebellion, and to take with him 
Pedro de Ircio as his private couiifcllor and director. Cortes knew vciy 
well this man was not fit for any fervicc, being a poor difeafed mifera- 
blc objedt, from the efledls of his fins; he therefore put him off, telling 
him that nation was n<jt cafily to be conquered on account of the high 
rugged mountains which they inhabit, and which arc always covered 
w’ith mifts and cloud?; as alfo that cavalry' could not be brought againfi:. 
them, on account of the bad and narrow roads which it was neceflary 
to climb like ladders, each foldicr*s head at the heels of his file leader. 
However at lafl; Cortes agreed to the propofal of this rmn who was a 
fellow of a very flanderous tongue, and one whom he would have been 
glad to have got rid of in this way where he w’as likely to lofc his life. 
The grtieral in confcqiKncc wrote to ten or twelve of us who were in 
Cuacacualco, deliring that we fhould go with him, and I was one of 
the number tlius felcdtcd. Thefe Indians arc a light and very adlivc 
people, and when in the field have a way of whillling and fhouting, 
which makes the hills and woods refound again. Having this man 
with us it was impofliblc to cftlrd: any thing, and as we advanced under 
a very heavy rain, we came to a village of feattered houfes, fume being 
upon a ridge, *and others in the valley. Poor Rangel whined andcom> 
plained all the way of the pain of his limbs, to our great annoyance; 
knowing it was entirely ufclefs trouble anil danger, and that the Indians 
who were fo nimble would dcflroy us climbing the rocks in one file, 
if they made a ftand any where. It was at laft agreed, as Rangel grew 
worfe and worfc, to abandon the black expedition as we ufed to call it, 
and return to our homes. His counfcllor alfo as he called him, Pedro 
de Ircio, was the firfi; to advife him to it, and fetting the example by 
following his own advice, went home to his t^n of Villa Rica. Ran¬ 
gel however preferred accompanying us to CTuacacualco, wliich w’as 
more grief to us than going with him in his expedition. He had hopes 
that the hot clirrute of that country, as he faid, would relieve him of 
his pains. 


No fooncr had we arrived at this place then he took in liis liead to 
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go upon an expedition againfl the Indians of Cimaton and Tatupatan, 
who were rebellious, for they thought themfelves fccurc amongfl their 
great rivers and trembling marfhes. They were alfo formidable warri¬ 
ors, ufing very large and ftrong bows. Rangel however produced his 
commifTion-from Cortes, and we dare not but to obey and march with 
him, to the number of one hundred liorfc and foot. We accordingly 
fet out, and arrived at a pafs between the marflics and lakes, where the 
whole force of the Indians was drawn up to receive us, having made 
circular barricades of very grofs timber, with fpike holes to (hoot through, 
and pallifadoes. Here they gave us a hearty welcome with a flight of 
arrows and darts, killing feven horfes and wounding Rangel and eight 
foldicrs. We had often told him what flout warriors thefc Indians were, 
and as he was a prating fellow he now exclaimed, by heaven, if he had 
lielieved us, he would not have been in that jeopardy now, and that in 
future we the old conquerors of the country Ihould be his captains and 
not he ours. As foon as our wounded men and horfes were drefled, he 
bcggdd I would go forward to reconoitre. I took with me a very fierce 
greyhound W'hich belonged to him, and ielediing two other foldiers for 
my comrades, defired the infantry to follow us clofe, and for Rangel 
and the cavalry, that they Ihould keep a good diflance iii the rear. Pur- 
fuing our route towards Cimaton, we fell in with another poft fortified 
like the preceding one, and defended as ftrongly, frewn whence we re¬ 
ceived a volley, which killed the dog, and w^ounded me and each of 
my comrades. I received an arrow in my leg, and feven more remain¬ 
ed in my cotton armour. 1 called immediately to fome of our Indian 
allies who were a little in rear of us, to go and bring up all the infantiy^ 
but to order the cavalr)^ not to advance, as all their horfes would furely 
be killed. When the infantry came up we attacked the barricades, and 
forced the Indians from them, driving them to their marflies where it 
was impoflible to follow them a ftep, without danger of finking and 
being fmothered. We then advanced, and halted at a village. On the 
next day we proceeded, and were encountered by a large body of Indians^ 
pofledr in a marfli. This was an inftance of the addrefs of the natives, 
in chufing to meet us in the plain, hoping that they could draw our 
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cavalry to charge them, in expe\5kation that galloping full fpeed they 
Oiould run into the marfli, ami fo it happened; for in fpite of all we 
could fay to Rangel of their art and ftratagem, and how ncccflary it was 
to be w’ary, he ran his cavalry full at them, and tumbled in himfclfthc 
firfl:, head foremoft into the marHi, where the Indians began to dole 
iipon him, in order to feizc him aliyc for facrificc. 

By great exertions, we got him, badly wounded, out of their 
hands, half drowned, and his poor fore head expofed and broken. As 
•this country is very populous, we found a village hard by, whither we 
went to take repofe and drefs the wounded. It was abandoned on our 
approach, but we hat! hardly beeu there a quarter of an hour when we 
were attacked with fuch violcrice, that in the fiifl onfet they killed one 
of our Ibldiers and two horfes, and we had much to do to drive them 
off. All this time Rangel was complaining of his wounds and bruifes, 
and the mufquitos got about him in clouds. The vermin alio with 
which that country is infelled, bit him to fuch a degree that his life 
was infupportablc, for he could get no reft day or night, and the rain 
fell incellantly. He, and fome of Garay’s foldicrs whom he had brought 
willi him, feeing that nothing had been got but three very hard fought 
battles, and that eleven horfes and two foldicrs had been killed and ma¬ 
ny more wounded, ^’gan to grow very lick of the bulinefs, and to 
wilh to be quickly at home. But Rangel did not wiftx to have it ap¬ 
pear that this retreat was a choice of his, and therefore fumtpoiied a 
council of fuch as he knew were of his own opinion. 

About twenty of us had at this time gone to fee if we could make 
any prifoners among fome gardens and plantations hard by; we took 
five, and on my return Rangel called me alide and told me that the 
council had determined to retre-at, defiring me to bring over the reft to 
it. Having known the man before, I hud a kindnefs for him. How 
fir, laid I to him can you now think of returning? What will Cortes 
and the world fay of you, when they hear of your retreat without cf- 

fetfting any thing in thefe two expeditions? You furely cannot think of 
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returning till yon have reached the head town of thefc Indians! I will 
go forward on foot and rcconoitrc with the infantry, give my horfc to 
another ibldier, and do you follow in the rear with tlic cavalry. By 
heavens cries out Rangel, for he was a very loud talker, Bernal Dia/ 
gives good advice; the lot is caft and wc will march on. This w'as ac¬ 
cordingly done, contrary,to the inclination of feveral, and wc advancai 
in good order to Cimaton, the principal town, where wc were fainted 
as ufual with a flight of arrows, and then, on entry, found it abandon* 
cd.. We burned it in part, and took feveral Indians whom wc difmif- 
fed, defiring them to invite their neighbours to peace and amity; but 
thofe we fent never returned to us. This enraged Rangel againft me, 
and he fwore I fiiould procure him Indians in the place of thofe w ho 
had been liberated. To pacify him I was fain to go with thirty IbiJicrs, 
and wc picked up fome among the marfhes, whom I brought to him and 
he difmifibJ, in hopes of inducing the reft to come in, but without ef- 
fc(ft. Thus ended the famous expedition againft the Zapotecans, and 
fuch was all the fame Rangel acquired in the wars. In two years after¬ 
wards wc cffedled the conqueft of thefe countries, the natives whereof 
w’cre converted to our holy faith, through the grace of God, and the 
exertions of the reverend father Bartholome dc Olmedo, w ho poor man 
was at that time grown weak and infirm. Pity it was, for lie was an 
excellent miniftcr of the gofpel. 

Cortes had now colletfted eighty thoufand crowns in gold, and 
a golden culverin, which he named the Phoenix, and had caufed to 
be made as a prefent for the Emperor, was finifhed. It w as a fuperb 
piece of workmanfhip. The following motto was engraved on it. 


“ Efta Ave nacio fin par; Yo en fervir os fin f^imdo; 
•* Y VOS fin igual en cl Mundo. 


The 
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“ TTie immortal Phcenix pecrlefs fwecps the air; 
“ To Charles is given boundlefs rule to bear; 

Zealous ro ronquer, at my King’s command,^ 
' ’ i?i mv (erviccs unrivalled {land. 


'i'his {' dent wa. ! r* r,>’*'ope under the care of Diego dc Soto. 
I .un nea curfain ii J. u ’ Ribera, formerly {^retary to Cortes, wen* 
with ii. I always thought him a bad kind of man, from what .1 ob- 
Icrvcd in him at play, either with cards or dice: belides this he had 
many ill qualities. > 

He however was fent to Caftillc, and took a fum of money with 
him for the general’s father; which money he appropriated to his own 
ufc, and then, unmindful of the obligations he had received, faid much 
ill of Cortes; and being veiy flippant and fluent of fpeech, and having 
been inis fccrctary, he obtained credit for what he faid, and combining 
with the Bilhop of Burgos and others, did him much harm; and 
would have done more had it not been for the interference of the Duke 
of Bcjar, who protedlcd Cortes on account of a treaty of marriage which 
was then on foot, between our general and a niece of that Duke, na¬ 
med Donna Juana dc Zuniga. This, combined with the fcafonable ar¬ 
rival of the prefent, gave a favourable turn to the affairs of Cortes, 

In regard to the golden Phoenix, I muR obferve, that the motto 
gave great oflence to many, as they thought it prefumption in Cortes 
to fay he had no equal in his ferviccs. But his friends juftly defended 
him; for who had extended fo far the fame and power of his Majclfy, 
or brought fo many thoufands of fouls to the dominion of our holy 
church? They alfo did not forget us his alTociates, but declared that we 
alfo were intitled to honours and emoluments, having earned them, as 
the Caflillian nobility did thofe enjoyed by their defeendants. 
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As to the culverin, it went no farther than the citjr of Seville i his 
Majeily was pleaied to make a prcfent of it to Don Frandfco dc los 
Cohos, commendador major of Leon, who melted it down. Its value 
amounted to twenty thouiand ducats. 

A fuit was commenced by Martin Cortes againfl Ribera, on ac> 
count of the money of which the latter had defrauded him. While it 
was yet.pending, and as Ribera was on a journey, he flopped to dine 
at the town of Cadahalfa, where, eating fume broiled meat, he fell 
down dead fuddcnly, and without confcfllon. God pardon his fins! 
Amen. 

Cortes continued to rebuild and embcllifh the city of Mexico. It 
was now as well peopled by the natives as it had ever been before. He 
gave them privileges, exempting them from all tribute to his Majefly 
until their houfes were completed^ as alfo the caufeways, bridges, pub¬ 
lic edifices, and aquedu^s. In the Spaniflt quarter churches and hof- 
pitals were cre€ted, under the care of the good father Bartholome de 
Olmedo, as vicar and fuperior. This reverend. father had alfo efla- 
blifhed an hofpiul for the natives, to whom he paid the utmofl 
attention. 

In compliance with our petition to his Majefly, as formerly rela¬ 
ted, Don Francifeo de los Angeles, general of the Francifeans, fent 
twelve of his order under the vicarage of father Martin dc Valencia. 
Amongfl them c'ame father Toribio dc Motolinea ; this firname, the 
meaning of which is, the poor brother, was given him by the Mexicans, 
becaufe all that he got in chsu'ity he diflributed in the fame manner, and 
was frequently without a morfel to eat. He alfo always went barefoou 
ed, and wore a tattered habit, and.conflantly presurhing to the natives, 
was very popular among them. As foon as Cortes was informed of 
their arrival at Villa Rica, he gave diredlions for the road to Mexico to 
be put in good order, houfes to be built at proper Rations for them to 
refrefh in, and the inhabitants of all the towns to go out to receive them 
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With reverence, ringing the befls, bearing crucifixes and lighted wax 
candles, and the Spaniards to kneel down and kifs their hands. When 
they approached Mexico, he went out to meet them and as foon as they 
appeared, Cortes threw himfclf from his horfe to kifs the hands of the 
reverend vicar. When the natives faw the general on his knees to thoie 
reverend fathers, with bare feet and in tattered habits, they were alio- 
niflied, and confidering them as gotls, they all followed his example* 
and have continued to do fo ever fincc. 

Cortes at this time thought it ncccflary to inform his Majefly of 
his proceedings in the converfion of the natives, the rebuilding of the 
city, and the expedition which he had lent againfl the province of Hon¬ 
duras under the command of De Oli, who had deferted, and embraced 
the party of Velafqucz, on which account he had determined to fend a 
force againll him. He alfo complained of the proceedings of V^clafquez, 
and of the injury his Majefty’s fcrvice liad fullaincd thereby, as alfo by 
the partiality of the BiOiop of Burgos. He remitted at the fame time 
thirty thoufiind crowns in gold to his Majcfly’s treafury, and lamented 
the unfortunate efi^s of thofe abufes, as having prevented him from 
making an ampler contribution of gold. He at the fame time com¬ 
plained of one Rodrigo de Albornos, contador in Mexico, who afper- 
fed him from private motives, bccaufc he had refufed to give him in 
marriage the daughter of the Indian lord of Tcfcuco, adding that he 
underftood that this Albornos was attached to the intcreft of the Biihop 
of Burgos, and was accuftomed to write to him in cyphers* 

At this time the news of the bifhop*s removal had not reached 
Mexico. Albornos, before mentioned, fent by the fame vcflTcl his accu- 
iations againil Cortes, charging him with levying cxccfllve contribu¬ 
tions of gold for his own ulc. That he. w'as fortifying cafiles, and mar¬ 
rying the daughters of great lords to his private foldicrs, infinuating 
that Cortes was endeavouring to fet himfclf up as an independent king, 
and ftrongly reprefenting the necelTity of fending an officer with a great 
force, to fupercede him. Thefe letters came to the hands of the Bifhop 
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of Burgos, who laid them before the wKoIe junto of the enemies of Cor¬ 
tes, ard this new matter was immediately brought before his Majc%. 
They ccmplained of the partiality which they alledged was (hewn to¬ 
wards him ort former occafions, and his Magcfty, deceived by thele 
srtifrepreftntations, which were enforced by the bold and lofty tone of 
Nflr^ear, n6w iffued an order for the admiral of St. Domingo to go with 
hurktred ibldtcrs to arreft Cortes, and make him anfwer if he found 
him culpable, with his head. Alfo to punifh all thofe of us who had 
been concerned in the attack upon Narvaez. As an encouragement, 
this ofRccr was promifed the admiralty of New Spain, the right of which 
was now under litigation in the courts. 

The admiral, either from want of money, or being apprehenfive 
of ferioQS confcquenccs from committing himfclf againfl fo able and fo 
fucccfsful a leader as Cortes, delayed fetting out upon his expedition fo 
long, that it gave time to the friends and agents of Cortes to make a 
full explanation of the circumflanccs, and alfo of the condu<5t of Albor- 
nos, to the Duke of Bcjar, who immediately went to wait upon the 
Emperor , to reprefent the true ilatc of the cafe, and to offer his life as 
a fecurity for the loyalty and good condu^ of Coites. 

His Majcfly being upon due confideration convinced of the juftice 
of our caufe, determined to fend a perfon of high quality and found 
judgment, and one who feared the Lord, to hold a fupreme court of 
jufeioe in New Spain. Such a peribn he found in' the licentiate Luis 
Ponce de Leon, coufin to the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him 
his Majefty intruded the bufinefs of enquiry into the conduct of Cortes, 
with full power to infliid the greateft punifhnnent, in cafe he (hould 
find him guilty. It was however two years and an half before this 
gentleman arrived in New Spain. 

I have now gone beyond the date of my narrative two yeirs in ad¬ 
vance, to inform the reader of this circumflance i and 1 may now alfo 
mention, that during the viceroyalty of Don Anthonio de Mendoza, 
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that moft ilUiftrious nobicmant worthy of eternal memory and heavenly 
glory, for his wife and juil govermneot^ thia fanrie Albomos wrote 
flanderous and malignant letters of him, as'he had done before of Cor¬ 
tes. The letters which related to Dm Anthonio were all returned from 
CaAille, into the hands of That nobleman, aftd when he had read them, 
with all the pcrfonal abufe of himfclf that they contained, he font for 
Albornos, and (hewing them to him, faid in his mild and flow man¬ 
ner of fpcaking, “whenever you choofc to make me the fubje^k of 
•* your letters to his Majefty, mind that in future you tcii the truth i 
** and now go about your buflnefs, for a knave as you arc.’* Thus he 
left the ctmtador, overwhelmed with confuflon. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Expedition oj Cortes to Higueras* 


De OLl I have already mentioned as having revolted. When Cor¬ 
tes received intelligence of this, it made him very penfive; but as he 
was one not to be trifled with in fuch cales, he determined to fend a 
gentleman who was his relation, by name Francifeo de las Cafas, 
with five (hips, and one hundred well provided foldiers, having with 
them fome of the original veteran conquerors of Mexico. 

Las Cafas (et out from the port of Vera Cruz, with his good (hips, 
and his pennants flying, and with fair wmds arrived at the bay named 
El Triumpho dc la Cruz, where Dc Oli had eftabli(hcd his port. Al¬ 
though I^s Cafas hoifled the fignal of peace, De Oli determined upon 
making refifiance, and embarking a number of (bldiers in two armed 
vcflcls, he (ent them to oppo(c Las Ca(as, who being a brave man was 
determined to land at all events i he therefore ordered out his boats and 
arming them with fwivcls and miifquetry, attacked the other party, and 
funk one of their veflels, killing four foldiers and wounding many. 
When Dc Oli (aw this he thoqght it advilable to propo(c terms of peace, 
for a confiderable part of his (bldiers were detached up the country, in 
(carch of another body of troops which was making conquefis there, 
about the river Pechin. This laft n^ntioned party was commanded by 
a Captain Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 

De Oli as I have already related being in expe<Sl;ation of the return 
of his detachment, wilhed for a truce with Las Cafas, which the latter 
for his misfortune agreed to, and remained at (ca, partly in the inten¬ 
tion 
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tion of looking out for fbme o(lH(^i||||||||ce of dliambarkation, and portly 
induced by letters from the fricnda^T Cortes who were in the troops 
commanded by De Oli. On that night a hard gale fprung up, by 
which our vcflcls were driven pn (bore and entirely loft, with above 
thirty of the foldiers. The reft were made prifoners, after being two 
days without food, and almoft dying with cold, being thoroughly foak^ 
ed in the (alt water and with rain which at that (eaibn fell very heavily. 
De Oli was very triumphant on this occafion. He made his prifoners 
fwear fidelity to him againft Cortes, rcleafing them all except Las Cafas. 
The parties he had fent out againft Gonzalez de Avila returned about 
this time. It (eems that Avila came there as governor of Golfo Dolce, 
and had founded a town which he named St. Gil de Buena Vifta. De 
Oli on hearing of it font his troops .againft him,* who in their firft attack 
had taken Avila prifoner, killed his nephew, and alfo eight of his fol¬ 
diers. De Oli was now in great ftate with two captains as his prifo- 
ners, and that ail m ght know his valour which certainly was very great 
fo far as his own perfon was concerned, he wrote a full account of his 
exploits to his friend Vclafquez. He afterwards marched up the coun¬ 
try to a place called Naco, in a very populous diftridt, the whole of 
which is now deftroyed. While De Oli remained here, he (ent out 
troops on difterent excurfions; among others he (ent a party under one 
Captain Briones who was the firft to inftigate him to revolt. He was 
a feditious fellow, and the lower parts of his cars had been cut off, as 
he ufed to tell us, for refufing, together with other officers, to furren- 
dcr themfeivcs in a certain fortrefs. This man was afterwards hanged 
in Guatimala for mutiny. To return to my narrative, intelligence came 
to De Oli, that Briones with his whole body had revolted from him, 
and gone to New Spain, which turned out to be the cafe. 

Las Cafas and De Avila being at large, though prifoners, for Dc 
Oli Was too brave to be unckr any apprehenfions. from them, concerted 
a plan with fbme foldiers to put him to death, the fignal for which was 
to be the words, “To me, friends of the King and Cortes, kill the ty¬ 
rant! * Las Cafas^half in jeft as it were, and laughing, then afked 
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liim for Ifocrty to return to Corf^J|Bfe;#h De OM rqplkd, that fee 
win too Imppy to have fo brave etoS for his companion, and did run 
chopie.fo part with him. “Then," (aid Las Cafas in the fame man¬ 
ner, **take care that one of theft days I do not kill you/* All this the 
other conitdered as a joke; but the meafures were taken, and one night 
after fuppert ^hen the cloths were taken away, and the io^nts and 
{mges had fat down in their apartment, as Juan Nunez de Mercado and 
other foldiers of the party of Cortes, Las Cafas, and Avila, were con- 
verfing,with De Oli upon the afftirs of Mexico, and the fortune of 
Cortes, he being entirely unfufptcious of their deiigns, the confpirators 
fuddenly dr^ out penknives and fcH upon him. Las Cafas feizing 
him by the beard made a cut at his throat, and the others gave him fe- 
vcral wounds; but fuch was his ftrength and ai^ivity of body, that he 
efcaped out of their hands for the preftnt, calling aloud to his people 
for aihilancc, but they were all too bufily employed at their fuppers to 
hear him. He then fled, and concealed himftlf among fomc buflies, 
in hopes of affiftance. NHny were in the a£t of coming to him for the 
jjurpoft, but were deterred by the cries of Las Cafas not to aflift the ty¬ 
rant, bat to rally on the fide of their* King, and his general Cortes. 
They ■firll helitated, and then obeyed; and Las Cafas immediately gave 
notice, that whoever knew where Dc OU was, and did not immediately 
reveal It, (hould fuiftr .death. Information was i^n given, in confe- 
quence of which he ^as made prifoncr, arid, kff fentence of the two 
captains, beheaded m town of Naco, thus paying with his lift for 
having followed evil counfds;. being a very brov^ man, but of no fore- 
(ight. Cortes had conferred many favours on him; he held a commif- 
hon of Maeftrc de Campo, had valuable eihitet, and was married to 
Donna Philip{» dc Aranja, a handfomc Portugueze lady, by whom he 
had one daughter. 

Las Cafts and Avila being now free and tlieir enemy dead, joined 
their troops together, and a<2:ed in concert. Las Caias colonized Trux- 
illoin Eftremadura; Avila ftnl ai meifage to his lieutenant in Buena 
YifU, orderiqg himioxesnain as Ire was, and he (hould fliortly 
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receive, fcinforcementt which Ife ingoing to rcqtieil from 
Mad0p. The two captains having fet <^t fof that city, 1 
take my leave of them for the piefent. 

Cortes, in fome months aftcr^hc departure of Las Ca^» l^gatt 
to grow a^rehdciiive of a difafler; not that he'entertained the leaQ^ doubt 
of the valour or conduct of that officer, but he repented, under the 
cumilanccs of the cafe, that he had not taken the command himielf.* 
11c was alfu anxious to examine the ftatc of that province, mop: ef|»p* 
ci^iy Its mines, and for thefe rcafons now determinedr to fet out upon 
liis journey thither. He appointed a good garrifon to take charge of 
the city of Mexico during his abienoe, and provided the diHerent polls 
with artillery, Icav ing as his deputies in the government, the treafurer 
Alonzo dc Eilrada, and the contador Alborno 2 a'*^Trortcs did not know 
the fecrct fcrvices the latter had been rendering him^at court,* or he pro¬ 
bably .would not have left him in power, although dn the other hand 
It is poffible, that he could not have avoided it* He appointed the li¬ 
centiate Zuazo alguazil major of the city, and as alguazih major and 
agent in his private concerns, Rodrigo de Paz, To thefe he ftrongly * 
infilled on the ihritEhell attention, both to-the interdlof )us Majdly, and 
the converfion of the natives. This he alfo recommended to the worthy 
fathcrS'Motolinea and Olmedo, both holy men* > 

•I 4 \ 

In order to deprive the Mexicans of eafe they Ihould at¬ 
tempt to rife, he Um Guathnajbhi the late king, the chief 

of Tacuha, Vehdquez an Indian and oiptain under Guatimotzin, and 
fcveral others. .71}uere pme alfo witH us Era Juan dc las Varillas, ano¬ 
ther clergyman, t^ fathers* Flemings, and good theologians, 

-to preach the iaithVadd Ihe captains De Sandoval and Luis Marin, with 
many other cavaliers. The fuitc, or officers who attended the perlbn 
of Cortes were as follows j a ^ward and paymalter* a keeper of the'^late, 
a major domo, %v9o the houlehold, ^ butler, a confedbioner, 

a chamberlain, a phydeian, ,a mrgcon^^.a ji^^tpl^oCp^gcs of his houl(> 
hold, ambngR whom waa^D; ‘ Fiancilbo M<^B^ afterwards captaiiif^ 

Eec in 



( 394 ) 

in Yucatan, two armour bearers^ eigl** grooms, two falconers., five 
thufiaans, a ftage dancer, a jugler and puppet player, a mailer of the 
Hdrie,'.three Spaniih muletecrr. The general brought a great fervicc of 
plate,, and a large drove of fwinc for his table followed 
feeding by the way. Three thoufand Mexican warriors attended their 
■chiefs, befides a numerous train of domcAics. 

When the party was on the point of fitting out, the fad or Salazar, 
and the vccdor Chirinos, either feeing or affeding to fee much danger 
likely to refult from Cortes quiting the feat of government, and finding 
ilib that they had not bccrwlcft in any Aation during his abfcnce, remon- 
Arated with him, but finding it to he to no purpofc, they then rcqucAcd 
permiAion to accompany him as far as Guacacualco. To this he gave 
his confent, and they accordingly let out. Cortes was received in all 
the places iipon his way with fuch pomp and rejoicing as is not in my 
power to defcribc. Above fifty foldicrs and Araggling travellers newly 
arrived from CaAille joined him upon the road, and the general divided 
his troops in two parties, until their arrival at Guacacualco, for the 
greater convenience of obtaining provifions. 

During the journey, the vccdor a^d fador kept thcmfclvcs clofe 
to Cortes, efpecially^^he latter, playing a hundred tricks of fervility and 
obfequioufnefs, and^cycry word he fpoke, he .iras cap in hand, and 
with his fluent fpeech, afid fihooth words, as it were trying to get him 
back to Mexico, and exprefling his folicitude for his fafety. Somo- 
tiihes when he was riding by the fide of the general .he would ling, 
“ Ay tio bolvamonos, ay tio bolvamonos.*' Then Cortes would laugh 
at him and reply linging, 

** Adelante mi fobrino, adclante mi Ibbrino, 

. , • ■ • » . 1 •■ 

*• Y no crcais in agueros, que ieia Ip que dios quifiere. 

‘V Adelante mi fobrino. . 
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Oil good ,uncle let u|prctuni. 

** Forwj^rd, dear nephe^'forward* 

“ Truft in God and never heed auguries. 


Quitting the fubjed: of our fador and his delicate fpcechcs, 1 have 
now to mention how a marriage took place on the arrival 'of the party 
at the town of Ojeda, which is near that of Orizava, between our lin- 
guift Donna Marina, and Juan Xaramillo. The next place they came 
to was Guazpakepeque, in the diftrid of Sandoval. As foon as intel¬ 
ligence reached Guacacualco of the advance of Cortes to Guazpaltcpcque, 
all the Spaniards of that fcttlcment came thirty three leagues to receive 
him. This I mention that the reader may fee what fear and refped he 
was held in by us. Proceeding beyond the place laft mentioned, intrrof-" 
ing a large river, fortune began to frown upon us, for three of our ca¬ 
noes overfet, whereby fomc^platc* and other valuables were loft, fpr 
that river is fo full of alligators that there was no recovering any thing. 
Pafling llluta, when we came to the river by Guacacualco we found 
three hundred canoes faftened two and two to carry us over; here we 
were received under triumphal arches, and with various feftivities repre- 
fenting ikirmifhes of Chriftians and Moors, together with fireworks 
and other (hows of that kind. • . 

’ I 1 I .r 

Here Cortes remained fix days, during which time the fador was 
continually founding in his cars the burthen of his old fong. He aWb 
told him of (ccret pradices of fhe contador and the treafurer, who boaft- 
cd that he was the fon of his catholic Majefty, and in Ihorr a number 
of ftories, the dVift of all which was, to induce Cortes to fuperrcde the 
prelent deputies, and put him, and the vecdor, in their places. In this 
he too well fucceeded; for by his arts he obtained from the general a 
deputation for himfclf |;nd his afTociate the veedor, to hold the govern¬ 
ment of Mexico, in cafe they (hould judge that the preient deputies 
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ji|| jthev dt;^. Theie^^igiits canied much trbuble afterwards 
as I will .lels^ at-proper time. The* reverend father bk- 
mn^^pltes for what bo had.Shie, and forefaw the confequenccs that 
follow^, i The veedor and fadlor now took their leaves, with fucb teh- 
demds adjfl tho latter pretending to fob and cry with forrow 

at pariing, that it was ridiculous to f<e it. The fellow had by the tricks 
of his. fnehd Valiente the Iccretary, got at that time in his pocket the 
documents Jic wanted for the furtherance of his views in Mexico, of 
which as I before obferved I will fay no more for the prefent, but con¬ 
tinue the narrative of our painful journey, for I left this place with the 
general, and attended him throughout. 


Cortes now ient orders to one of his major domos, Simon de Cu¬ 
enca, at Villa Rica, tp freight two light vcflels with bifeuit of maiz, 
(for at that time there was no wheat in New Spain,) fix pipes of wine, 
oil, vinegar, pork, iron, and other neccfliiry articles, and to proceed 
with them along the coaR, nor thw ard, until he fhould receive further 
directions. The general jthen ordered all the fettlcrs of Guacacualco 
who were, fit for fejrvice to join his expedition. I have already mention¬ 
ed how this colony was fbhrned. out < of the moft refpeClable hidalgos, 
and ancient conquerors of the country; and now that we had reafon to 
expeCt to be left in quiet^pofTefbon of our> hard earned properties, our 


houfes and fa^s,. W<^<c>bliged to undert^e an hoftilc expedition 
. to the diftance of five tijinidri^ leagues,'and whiejh tQok jup the time of 
above two years and a bali".;?daired'^tt^^J^yJ no"/'neithcr would 
it avail us. We therefore armed ourfclvcs, and. rnounting our horfes, 
joined the expedition, making in the wliollP above two hundred and 
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were cavalry, befidcs 
many Spaniards newly arrived frpm Europe. 


.1 was immediately ordered to nriarcb at^hc^h^Mjthirty Spaniards 
axkf three thoufand Mexicans, to a diAfidl which was 

in rebellion, with directions to quarter my treieps ypn the natives, and 
if I found them fubmiflive^ to do no fiuther injuiy> but if refraCtory, 
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they were to be fummoned imelligibly, three times, in preiimee of a 
royal notary and proper witneiTcs, and th^ perfiilcd, t 

make war on, and compel them to fubm^. The orders which lO** 
ceived from the general I now have in my po0ci!ion, ligned and 
by him, and counterfigned by his fccrctary, A. Valiente. I found the 
people peaceable, but in a few months after, in cbnfcquencc.of the fet- 
tlcrs of Guacacualco being withdrawn, they broke out again. Howe¬ 
ver they being in the Hate that I have mentioned, I made no delay, but 
fet out with my detachment to rejoin Cortes at Iquinapa. 

The general, with the reft of his troops, leaving Guacacualco, 
proceeded to Tonala, crofted a river to Ayaqiialulco, crofted another river., 
and, feven leagues diftant an ami of the (ea, upon a bridge of half a 
quarter of a league in length; a moft aftoniftiing work in fuch a fitua- 
tion, and conftru<fted by the natives of the country under the infpc6lion 
of two captains, fettlcrs of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large 
river named Mazapa, which flows by Chiapa, and is named by mari¬ 
ners Rio de dos Bocas ; this they crofted in double canoes; and proceed¬ 
ing through fome villages, came to Iquinapa, where my detachment 
joined them. -Wc then crolTed another river on wooden bridges, alfo 
ariarm of the lea, and came to a great town named Copilco, where the 
province of Chontalpa begins, whichvwas vdry populous, covered with, 
plantations of cocoa, and perfc^ly tranquiL 

From Copilco wfr-marched to NicUxuxuica, and to Zagutan, paf- 
fing another river, in- which the general loft fome articles of his bag¬ 
gage. The laft mentioned town was found by us in a ftate of peace, 
but the inhabitants fled during the night. Cortes ordered patties out 
-to ftarch the woods and. make prifoners, which was a very inconlidcratc 
thing, and produdlive of badconfcquences; we found, it is true, after 
much trouble, feyen chiefs-and fome others, but they all made their 
cfcape from us again during the night, and wc were thus left -withoui 
guides.. At this period arrived at our quarters fifty canoes from Tabafeo, 
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loaded with providons, alfo fome from a* place named Teapan in my 
cncomieoda. 

Wc proceeded on our^march to Tepciitan and Iztapa, crofling a 
great river named Chilapa, at which we were detained four days mak« 
ing^ barks. 1 propofed to Cortes, to fend five of our Indian guides to a 
town of the fame name, which 1 underilood to be on the banks of this 
riW, to dciire the people to aflift us with their canoes. Cortes airentcd, 
and It was done; we procured fix large canoes,*and alfo provilions. Wc 
were four days in palling. 

From this wc went on to Tepetitan which was depopulated and 
burnt, in confcqucncc of a civil war. For three days of o.ur march 
from the river of Chilapa, our horfes were almofi conftantly up to the 
girths in the marihy grounds which wc had to pafs. Wc then reached 
a plan; named Iztapa, the inhabitants of which had fied. We fent in 
fearch of them, and lieveral chiefs and others were brought in, who be¬ 
ing treated kindly, made theg<;neral a prefent of fomc trifling articles in 
gold. We halted here for three days on account of the plenty of com 
and grafs; Cortes alfo approved of it for the feite of a colony, it being 
furrounded by msuiy towns which^might be attached to it as dependen¬ 
cies. From the travelling merchants here, CoitM obtained information 
as to his future route, producing t 9 *^hem a map painted on cloth, 
whereon was reprefentod the ^y which he was to take to reach Huy- 
acala, ^which means great Acala; it being lb call^to difiinguifli it from 
another place of that xuune. They told him t.hai' the way he was to 
take was much interfe<fled by rivers, tmd that in.order to reach a place 
named Tamaztepeque, three days. joum^' diftant, three rivers* and an 
arm of the fen were to be crofled. The general in coniequence; gave or¬ 
ders to the chiefs to conflru(5l bridges at the proper places, and aUb to 
bring canoes; neither of which >vas -obeyed. . 

. • The three days y^hich the na^jiycs afiured ,U8 the journey would 
take up, turncdl out to be no lef$’than feven; but th^ fuccccdcd in 
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getting rid of us, and wc fet* out, providai only with roail^ maiz 
and roots fufHcient for three days. We were obliged to condruft bridg¬ 
es of timber, at which all laboured from the general downwardsi which 
detained us three days, during whic h time wc had nothing tp cat b\it 
a certain wild plant named ^iicxqucxquc, which inflames the mouth 
and tongue. When wc had eroded this inlet wc found no road what¬ 
ever, and we were obligc-d to open our way througft the woods, as it 
were, fword in hand. After* labouring thus for two days in hopes of 
reaching the place which wc were in fearch of, we became totally in 
dcfpair. The trees were fo thick that wc could not fee the fun, and 
when wc afeended to the top of one wc could not difeover to any dif- 
tance. Of our thro: guides alfo two had fled, and the third was inca¬ 
pable of rendering any fcrvice. • Gortes, whole refburces wen: inexhaiifl- 
iblc, guided himfelf by a mariners comptifs, and by his Indian map, 
according'to which, the town we werc in que{| of, lay to the caft. 
Cortes himfelf was However forceil to acknowledge, that if wc were 
one day more without difcovcring it, he did not know what wc 
fhould do. 


Fortunately we at this time perceived the remains of trees which 
had been formerly cut, and alfo a fmall lane or path, and Lopez the 
pilot and I returned to report our difcoveiy to th( general. Our news 
revived the fpirits of the ann)^* ^nd we puOied forward to a village on 
the oppoiitc fide of a river, where, though'^ the inhabitants had aban¬ 
doned it, we Found fufiicicncy of prdvifionsfor ourfelves and our horfes. 
Parties were imrhediately lent out in queft of the natives, anu they Toon 
returned, bringing wkh them many chiMs and priefts, who being well 
treated, procured us a plentiful-fupply of provifions, end pointed out. 
our way to Izguantepeque, which was three days journey, or fixteen 
leagues diflant from this town.of Tamaztepeque. During our journey 
hither we loft our flkge dancer by fatigue, as alfo three of the newly 
arrived Spaniards, and many of the Mexicans were left to die upon the 
road. It came alfo to b^ difeovered that fomc of their chiefs had leized 


two or three of the natives’ of. the places throujgh which we pafled, and 
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concealed them with the luggage, until through hunger they had killed 
and.caten them, drefling the bodies in their manner, which is, by a 
kind o^ oven made with heated ftoncs which are put under ground. 
On enquiiy it was alfo found out.that they had done the fame with two 
of our guid^ who had fled from us, but were retaken. Cortes fcvercly 
rcprcheiiidcd all thofc concerned, and one of the reverend father Fran- 
cilrans preached a holy and wife fermon on the occafion, after which, 
by .way of example, the general caufed one againft whom it was mofl 
clearly proved to be burnt j for though all were equally guilty, yet in 
the prefcnl circumftanccs one example was judged fufficient. As for 
our poor mulkians with their inftruments, their fackbuts, and dulci¬ 
mers, they felt tltc lofs of the regales and feafts of Caftille, and n^v./ 
their harmony was flopt, excepting ond only, whom the foldters ufed 
to curfc whenever he ftruckf-up, fayipg it was maiz and not mufle that 
they wanted. Some perfons have afked me how it happened that fince 
ncceflity has no law, we did not, rather than ilarve, lay our hand» on 
the herd of pigs which Cortes brought with him. To this I reply that 
they were not within our fight pr roach, aii^'the general’s fleward, who 
w'as a fly artful fellow* faid that they had-all been eaten by the alliga¬ 
tors in crofling the river. But in re^ty they had them four days march 
behind the army. On our route^we nnadc crofles in the living trees, 
and put inferiptions on them .faying, ‘**.harc palled Cortes, and his army 
** at fuch a time. 

The Indians of Taniaztepeque fent forward our next flation, 
Ciguatepccad, to inform the ptxtple of ouy appioai^, and remove their 
apprehenfions. They alfo, to the number of twenty attended us thither, 
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes was, anxious to, know the courfe 
of a large river which flows by that town. Upon. enquiry he found 
that it difeharged itfelf in certain inlets of the fea, ne^x^thc towns named 
Gu^tafla, and Xicalango, ami thereby he thought that he could 
conveniently fend two Spaniards to the north cksafl, to obtain informa¬ 
tion revive to his (hips.. One pf hi| ,mefl^gers was Francifeo dc 
Mediiia, to wliom he gave a joiht Cj^miflioni oif captain with Simon de 
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i-’iicnca, his ofhcer whom he hid employed to freight and command 
tlic fliips. Dc Medina was an able and diligent man, and well ac- 
i]uainted with the country; it would have been better however on the 
prclent occafion if lie hail not been entrufted with fuch powers; as will 
appear. De Medina lia\ing gone down the river to meet the vefllls, and 
having arrived at Xicalonga where they were at anchor, waiting to hear 
from Cortes, prefented tlie general’s letters to Cuenca, and alfo pro¬ 
duced his own commifTion as captain. A difpute immediately enfued 
between thefe two officers relative to the chief command, and each being 
lujiported by a party, they had rccoiirfc to arms, and fought until there 
were not eight Spaniards on both fides left alive. When the neighbour¬ 
ing Indians perceived this they fell upon the furvivors, put them to 
death, and deftroyed the two fliips, fo that we did not, for two years 
and a half, know what was become of them. 

We were informed at our prefent quarters, that the town of Gucy- 
acala was diflant three days march from us, and that our ivay was aerols 
deep rivers and trembling marches. Cortes accordingly fent two Ibldiers 
to examine them, who, founding and trying the rivers, came h.ick and 
reported that they w’ere paflable by conftrudling wocxlcn bridges acrofs 
them, but as to the marfhes, which lay more diflant, and which were 
the mod material, they made no examination at all. Cortes alfo lent 
me and one (ironzalo de Mexia forward to Gucyacala, with fome guides 
who oflered themfelves from our prefent quarters. We fet out accord¬ 
ingly, but in the night our Indians left us, for it feemed that the t\^'o 
nations were at war, and we were now forced to rely entirely on our- 
fclves. When we arrived at the firft town belonging to the clidric!:! of 
tjueyacala, which is the chief over about twenty others, the inhabitants 
of it dicw'cd fome figns of jealoiify, but we foon reconciled them. This 
didridl is much interfedled by lakes, rivers, and trembling marfhes. 
.Some of the dependent towns arc in iflands, and all the communication 
is by canoes. We invited the chiefs to go and wait upon Cortes, huf 
this they declined on account of the hodility between the two nations. 
It feems that on the fird day of our arrival they had no idea of our force, 
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but on the next they had received further intdUigence concerning it, and 
treated us with more deference. They promifed that th^ would provide 
every ajxomodation for our people on their arrival, and while we were 
engaged in difeourfe with them on thefe rubjed:s, two Spaniards fent 
by Cortes brought me letters, wherein he ordered, that I fhoiild within 
throe'days meet him with all the proviHons that I could colledb, for 
that he had been deferted by the natives, and was on his way to -Guey* 
acala without any neceflaries whatever. Thefe Spaniards alfo informed 
me, that four of our foldiers who had been detached by Cortes higher 
up the river had not returned, and were fuppofed to be murdered, as 
afterwards .appeared to be the cafe. 

Cortes purfued his march, and was for four days employed in con- 
ibrudling his bridge acrofs the great river, during which time the army 
fullered dreadfully from hunger, having left their laft quarters without 
any provilions whatever. Some old foldiers cut down trees refcmbling 
the palm, and procured nuts which they roalbed and cat. ‘ A very poor 
refource for fo many. On the night that the bridge was hniOied I arri¬ 
ved with one hundred and thirty loads of com, honey, fruit, and felt, 
and eighty fowls. It was dark, and Cortes had made mention of his 
cxpcdlation of my arrival. The confequoice was, that the foldiers 
waited for me, and immediately laid violent hands on every atom of 
provilions which I had brought, not leaving any thing for Cortes or 
the other officers. The gaieral’s ileward «id miqor domo cried out, 
** this is for the general,** and <*'do not touch tlut,** but it was to no 
avail, the foldiers feid (hat the general and the'others had been eating 
their hogs, while the poor foldiers were fanulhing, and neither entrea¬ 
ties nor arguments cxiuld induce them to leave him fo much as a fingle 
load of com. Cortes loll all patience when he heard of it, and fwore 
that he would make enquiry and punilh thofe who had committed the 
outrage, and who had talked about the hogs. But he foon found that 
this was merely crying in the defert. He then blamed me, but 1 told 
him that a guard fhould have been ap^nted to receive the provilions 
whtih they wore brought in, for. that hunger knows no law. As he 
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faw there was no remedy he retlirncd to me, and. Captain De ^ndoval 
being prefent, addieffed me with good words faying, my dear friend 
Del Cailillo I am furc tliat you have left fimiething behind you on 
*' the road for yourfelf and our friend here; do let us go together, and 
permit me to (hare it with you.'* Sandoval alfo faid that he vowed to 
his God he had not fo much as a handful of maiz. When thus ap¬ 
plied to I could not rcfulc them. “ Well,” faid I, ** when the 
* * fuldiers arc all a/lcep, come with me, and take fharcs of what I pro- 
“ vided for myfclf and thofc with mcj” which was, twelve loads of 
maiz, twenty fowls, three jars of honey, fruits, and fait; I had alfo 
fomc women to make bread. They both thanked and embraced me, 
and fo we cfcaped famine for this time. Cortes enquired how the reve¬ 
rend fathers had fared, but there was no cauic of apprehenlion fur 
them, as each foldier gave them a portion of what he had obtained. 
Such arc the hardships attendant upon expeditions in uncxplorol coun> 
tries! our general, feared as he was by the foldiers, had his proviilons 
pillaged, and was in danger of ilarving, and Captain Dc Sandoval 
would not truft any one, but went himlelf to get his ration from me. 
On continuing our march, when we had advanced about a league from 
the river, we came to thofe defperatc trembling marfhes. Here our hor- 
fes w^re near being all fmothei^; but as the diftance was not above 
half a bow fhot betweeri the firm ground on each fide, we contrived to 
draw them through it by main force, and when we had gotten acrofs, 
after returning thanks to God, Cortes fent to Gueyacala for a frclh fup- 
ply of provifio^s, of which he took care not to be plundered as on the 
former occafion, and on the enfuing day the whole of onr party arrived, 
at an early hour, in the town of Gueyacala, where the chiefs attended, 
and had m%ie ample preparations for our reception. 

Cortes, having done whatever was neccffary to conciliate the good 
will of thefe people, enquired of them relative to his future march, and 
alfo, if they had ever received any intelligence of fliips being on the 
coafi;, or of any fettlosient of Europeans there. They told him, that 
at the diftance of eight days journey there were many men with beards 
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like ouiielves, who had horfes, and thiec (hips with them. Tiiey alfo 
furnilhed him with a map of his route, and offi:red their ailiilance du* 
ring the march; but in anfwer to his demand that they would open the 
way for us, they reprcfented to him the difobedience of fome of their 
dependencies, and expreiled their wifhes to reduce them to fubmiflion 
by our n\eans. This duty he g^ve to Diego de Mazariegos, a relation 
of the treafurer Alonzo de Edrada, as a compliment to him, and call¬ 
ing me alide, he defired that 1 would attend him upon the occadon as 
his counfellor, from my experience in the af&irs of the country. This 
I (hould not now mention, nor do I as a boad, but it is my duty as an 
hidorian, and further, it was well known to the whole army, and his 
Majcdy was informed of it in the letters written to him by Cortes. 
About eighty of us went with Mazariegos upon this occaiion. When 
we arrived, we found the didritd in the bed difpoiition poiliblcj the 
chiefs returned with us to wait on Cortes, and brought with them a mod 
plentiful fupply of provisions. In about four days after this, all the 
native chiefs deferted us, and we were left with only three guides, to 
purfuc our route, which we did, eroding two rivers, to another town 
in the didridt of Gueyacola, which wc found abandoned. 

Here was the feene of the death of Guatimotzin, lad native king 
of the Mexicans. It appeared that a plot had beoi entered into by this 
unfortunate man, together with many others of his nobility, to murder 
the Spaniards, and return to Mexico j and that on their arrival, they 
intended to make a junction of all their forces, at^ attajgk the Spanilh 
garrifon. Their treafon was oanmunicated to the'genetal by two lords 
named Tapia and Juan Velafquez, who had commanded under Guati¬ 
motzin during the degc. As focm as Cortes got the knowledge of it he 
took the informations, not only of theft two, but alio of ftveral others 
concerned; their confedion was, that perceiving we marched without 
precaution, that difeontent prevailed, that many of our foldiers were 
lick, and provifions fo fcarce that ten Spaniards had died of hunger ab- 
folutely, and others had returned to MexitP* ogipiiidering alfo the uncer¬ 
tainty of our fiUe and deilination they had decit^’, that dying at once 
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was preferable to going with u! any farther. They had therefore idol* 
ved to try their fortunes, and fall upon us at the paflage of fotno river 
or marih, their numbers being an encouragement to the attempt, as they 
exceeded three thoufand well armed men. Guatimotzin denied that the 
whole of the Mexican force was concerned in this plot, or that it would 
have ever been, to his knowledge, carried into But he admit¬ 

ted that it had been heard though never approved of by him. The 
prince of Tacuba declared that all which had ever pafl^ between Gua¬ 
timotzin and him was, frequent declarations that to lolc their liv^ at 
once would be preferable to wailing in the manner they were, in a flow 
death, by hunger and fatigue, and feeing the diflrefles of their friends 
fuficring around them. Without any more proofs whatever, Cortes 
ordered Guatimotzin and his couiin the prince of Tacuba to be hanged 
immediately, and the preparations for the execution being made, th^ 
were brought to the place attended by the reverend fathers. Before he 
was executoi, the king turning round to Cortes laid, ** Malintzinl now 
“ 1 find in what your falfe words and promifes have ended j-—in my 
** death.—-Better that 1 had fallen by my own hands than trull myfelf 
“ in your power in my city, of Mexico.—-Why do you thus unjuflly 
** take my life? May God demand of you this innocent blood!** The 
prince of Tacuba only faid that he was happy to die by the fide of his 
lawful fovereign. TThus ended the lives of theie two great men, and 1 
mufl fay like good chriflians, and for Indiansi,‘Snofl pioufly; and I 
heartily pitied Guatimotzin and his coiifin, having feen them in fuch 
great fortune and fltuattons. They behaved very kindly to me during 
our march, doing me many icrvices, eipectally giving me Indians to 
carry grafs for my horfe; and I alio declare that they fullered their deaths 
moil undefervingly, and fo it appeared to us all, amongil whom there 
was but one opinion upon the fubjc<5l; that it was a moil unjuil and 
cruel ientence. 

We continued our march afterwards with great caution, from ap- 
preheniions of a mutiny among the Mexicans on account of the execu¬ 
tion of ;hcir chiefs; but the wretches were fo exhaufled by famiiir, 

iicknefs. 
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dckncfs, and fatigue* that they did not*laippear even to think about the 
m^Uter. At night wc arrived at a village which was abandoned by the 
inhabitants* but on fearching we found eight prieAs who readily attend* 
ed U8 to Cortes. He defired them to call back their neighbours, and 
chat they (hould receive no injury. This the priefts readily promiicd, 
requefHng at the fame time* that their idols which werc^in a temple ad¬ 
joining the building wherein were the quarters of Cortes* fhould not be 
touched i which the general agreed to. but took the opportunity of cx- 
poflulating with them upon the abfurdity of venerating what was in 
reality no more than clay and timber. The priefts leemed very willing 
to embrace the true doctrine* and brought us twenty loads of fowls Mid 
maiz. To the queftion put to them by Cortes, how many days jour¬ 
ney, or funs, it w'as, to the place where were the men with beards on 
their faces and who rode horfes they replied, feven; that the place was 
named Nito, and they oHered to be our guides thither. 

Cortes caufed a crofs to be fixed in a large ceiba tree clofe to their 
temple, which as I have before mentioned joined to the building where¬ 
in he had taken his quarters. ' He ivas at this time very ill tempered, 
and fad. He was veueed by the difficulties and misfortunes which had 
attended his march, and his dsnfcience upbraided him with the death 
of the unfortunate Gujttimotzin. He was fo diflra^ed by thefe thoughts 
that he could not ref^ in his bed at night, and getting up in the dark to 
walk about, as a rdtcf from his uixietics, he went into a large apart¬ 
ment where fome of the Idols ‘ were worfhipped. Here, he milTed his 
way, and fell from the height of twelve feet, to the ground, receiving 
a defperate wound and contuflons in his head. This circumftance he 
tried to conceal, keeping his fufhsrings to himfelf, and getting his hurts 
cured as well as he could. 

Quitting this place we arrived in two days at a diftri<!^ the people 
of which are called the Mazotccas, and found a newly built town, for- 
tifiedand barricaded, with very ifrong pallifadoes in two circles, one 
of which was like a barbican, with loop holes* and trenches funk 

before 
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before it. The part which waft not fortified in this manner was defend¬ 
ed by a perpendicujar rock, the top of which was piled with floncs Hiapv 
ed for the iling. It had alfb a parapet, and there was on one fide of 
the town an impafiablc marfh. On entry we found every hotifc filled 
with provifions of wliatcver kind the country aflSbrded, and a magazine 
ftocked with s^nns of all forts, but not a fingle human being. While 
we were expreffing our aftoniflimetit at thefe circumfiances, fifteen In¬ 
dians came out of the marfh, and addrcfling us with great fubmiffion, 
informed us that they had been driven to the conftrudfcion of this for- 
trefs, as a lafi refourcc in an unfuccefsfui war, in which they had been 
engaged with Come of their neighbours, whom, as well as I recollect, 
they called the Lazandones. It feemed to be a warfare of plunder on 
each fide. The name of this diflridt means in their language a country 
abounding with game, which it was very well intitled to lx: called. 
Two of the Indians attended us from this place, and communicated to 
Cortes what they knew of the fettkment of the Spaniards. 

We now travelled through a country entirely open, confiding of 
vaft plains without a tree. The heat of the fun was cxccfTive, and the 
deer which fed over this extenfive rang^ of cliampaign were innumerable, 
and fo tame as almoft to come to our hands. The horfemcn took them 
after the fhorted purfuit, and we had in a very little fpace of time above 
twenty killed. Alking our guides the rcaibn of thefe animals not being 
alarmed at the approach of men, we found that it was owing to a fuper- 
fiition of the people,. who confidered them to. be divinities, as they faid 
that their gods appeared to them in their forms; andalfo that their idols 
had commanded that they fhould be neither killed nor frightened. The 
heat of the weather was now fo great, that a relation of the gencrars, 
named Palacios Rubios, Icrfl his hprfc by purfuing the game. Purfu- 
ing our journey by villages where war had left its deftrudlivc marks, 
we met fome Indians on their return from hunting. They had witli 
them a huge lion which they had jufi killed, and fome iguanas, a fpe- 
cies of fmall ferpent, vciy good to eat. They Jed us to their town, be¬ 
ing obliged to wade up to our middles in a lake of frefh water with 

which 
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which it was furrounded. In this town fvas a large pond of freOi water, 
which was quite full of fiihcs, reionbling what we call in Europe the 
fhad fiOi, but enormoufly large, with prickles on their backs. We 
procured fome nets, and took above a thoufand, which afforded us a 
plentiful meal. We alfo procured here five Indians, who on uurenqui- 
ry by defeription for our countrymen, readily undertook to guide us to 
their fettlemcnt, for they at firft thought that we came to put them to 
death, and were happy to find that they were likely to be rid of us on 
fuch eafy terms. 

Wc proceeded towards a place named Tayafal, fituated on an iflaiid, 
the white temples, turrets, and houfes of which, gliflened from a diftance. 
It was the chief town of a diflri<fl. As the road grew very narrow wc 
thought it beft to halt for the night, four companies of foldicrs being 
detached to the fhore, to fcarch for a palfagc. Luckily they took two 
canoes, in which wxre ten men and two women who were conveying 
flit and maize. Being brought to Cortes and queilioned, they faid, 
that they belonged to the town before us, which was diflant about four 
leagues. Cortes detained oiu: canoe and fome of the people, particular¬ 
ly the women, and fent the others with two Spaniards to the chief, to 
demand from him canoes to crofs the water. Our whole party then fet 
out towards the river, and arriving there, wc found the cacique waiting 
for us. He invited the g^eral to his town, and Cortes embarked with 
thirty crofsbow-men, and arriving there, was preiented with fome tri¬ 
fles of gold much alloyed, and a few mantle. They here informed 
him that they knew of Spaniards being at two different places, one of 

which it leems was Nito, the other S^ Gil de Buena Vifla. He alfo 

> 

learned that many more were at Naco, which is up the country, and 
diflant ten days journey from Nito, which lafl mentioned pl^ lies on 
the northern coafl. The general on hearing this obferved to us, that 
probably De Oli had divided his force, for as yet we knew nothing of 
Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 

Our whole body having crofled the river,, wc halted at the diflance 

of 
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of two leagues from tt» to wait %he return of Cwtcs. Here a 
two Indians, and throe Spanifh ioldlers'delcitedj the lattor preferring th|i*« 
taking their chance among enemies, to the repetition of the fatigues’!' 
they had gone through. This day 1 was fun fbruck and fell ill of a 
calenture. The weather alfo at this time clmiged,‘ and for three dayt^; 
and nights it ntpter ccaibi raining; but we wore oldi]^ to continueout;;^ 
journey under it, from the apprehenfitm that our provifiom (hould 
Hiurt. After two days march we came to a ridge of rocks, the ftottes 
%vhcrcof cut like knives; we lent foldiers a league's diflance on' each fide 
to fcarch fur fomc other road, but to no eflfeA. Our horfes fell here at 
every flep, and cut thonfeives to pieces, and the farther wc proceeded 
on the defeent, the worie it was. We left eight horfes dead upon the 
fpot, and moll of the reft were fo %voundcd as not to be able to keep 


up with us. Amongft others who received hurts the general’s relation 
Palacios Rubios broke his leg by a fall. We called this place La Sierra 
dc los Pedernales. When wc had gotten over it wc did not fail to re¬ 
turn thanks to God for his mercy id extricating us from that difficulty. 


We then advanced chearfuHy towards a town* named Taica, which lay 
before us, and where we hoped to find a'fufficieftcy of cvciy thing; but 
we were fuddenly and unexpCdledly' ftopp^ by an enormous torrent, 
which, being fwelled by the heavy between great 

precipices with a noife which cahld’ bc^'^ey^la diftance of two 

leagues. Here we were obliged to halt (6r three complete days, in or¬ 
der to make a bridge from one precipi^ to 't!itf''blbei', and when at the 
end of the third day we began to ]^s wc found that the people 
on the other fide takm advantage delay, to remove them- 

fclves and all thdi*'pix>vi1^5 but of yuri^ 


. . , 1 

When we learned th^ after all our fatigues hunger was to be our 
portion,, we feemed as it wfcrc thundb ftruck. I own I never in my 
life felt my heart fo deprefled as when 1 found nothing to be had for 
myfelf or my pecple; and tMs too on the eve of our Lord's refurreftion ? 
a pretty feftival wc had of it trtflyi Cortes, after fending out his fer- 
vants every where, procured about a bufhdi of maiz. When he faw 
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the diibefs which wie wcite ih, 1 m cali|d together the colonifts of Gua- 
cacualco, as the of his army, md eaurh^y folicito! us to do our 
utmofl to procuiv icKne Ptdro dc Ircio"Who’'was prefcnt 

afltod to be appo^ted to thc ommand, to which Cones aflented; but 
I, who knew tw De Ircio .was more of a talking, than a marching 
Ipldierr md that he^wbuld lag hy the way and retaird'us,. whifpered Cor¬ 
tes and. Sandoval to prevent his going, for he being duck legg«l, could 
not. get. through the deep ground and mire like us, and would be obli¬ 
ged to fit down. C<mcs. therefore ordered him to fiay, and five of us 
ictting out together, with two guides^ ]^and crofllng rivers and marfhes, 
came to fome Indian houfes where'^found provifions in plenty. Here 
we abb took fome priibners, and with dieir fruit, fowls, and com, we 
celebrated the fcaft of the refurredtion lic«tily. Oh the fame night ar¬ 
rived a thoufarid Mexicans,, whom Cortes l^d ordered to follow u%. 
We joyfully loaded thftnqi^^^ith ^ the, corri t|5rt we could procure, and 
twenty fowls for Cortes and Sandoval, and thm ftill remained fome 
corn in the jtown which we ilaid tp guard. ‘ On the next day wc advan¬ 
ced to other yilkgcs, vm found fuch a plenty of corn that wc 
wrote a billet tp. C^Cs^ ^kh inl^whtcli 'we made, and cai a piece of a 

^um head, defiripjii|i||.Vtcndtil Bte lfidiaiis that hc could, tocarry 
it to our pwpic. 


Thirty feldtcti fi^^uhd^ Indians in a ihbrt time ar¬ 

rived. And thusy>;thaip^|(^gri^' 'wl^ere amply presided for the re¬ 
mainder of thc^fivc' days, krtiich wc fbtid at Taica. I muft 

bridg^wlffili^ confirudeddn this^march, remained 
perfc(£tly gt^Jot^many yc^ —^ . l 

fed th^ uied,?S fay, “tli^ 
ufed to be faid, “here arc the 
march for two days, to a placM nam^ TaniC throi^h a country intcr- 
fc€ted with rivers and rivulets,-and where all the were abandoned! 
^ during the lught, pur guidcs,^png thtrufised ttf the care of Ibmc 
of ^ newly arrived Spaniards wfi^I upon their polls, 

,|nade^thcur ^caj^. l^us wc wdb^kft in a difficult country, and not 

knowing 
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knowing which way to turn. |^n addition to this, it mined moft 
vily. Cortes was out of humour ^nd iud, Pedto de Irdo and rmnf 
more being by, that he wiihed others hetides the fettlers of Guacactkl^. 
CO would beftir thcmfelvcs, and do fomc good, in fearching for guides.' 
Dc ireio, Marmolejo a perfon of quality,' and Burgales afterwards 
dor of Mexico, each ofh:rcd their fcrvias, and 'taking iiit foldiers a" 
piece, were out three days in fearch of Indians, add ^1 rettumed wlth^"^ 
out any fuccefs, having met with nothing but rivers,' and waters, and 
obilrudlions. Cortes was in deUpair at this, and dedred Sandwal to 
apply to me, aiktng as a favour that I would .take the budnefs on liw. 
When addrci&d in this manner, I ccKild not refufe, though very ill;*and 
taking with me two friends, rhen capable of enduring hunger and third, 
we fet out together, and following a dream, the marks of boughs be¬ 
ing cut from the trees pointed out a way to fomc houfes, from whence 
wc /aw corn delds and hou/cs with people about them. We remained 
concealed until wc dippo/^ the people to be' ^eep, and then, taking 
the inhabitants by furprile^ made prifonm three men, two Indian girls 
who were very handfoinc,V^nd They had a few fowls 

and a littic corn. The .^hple, >vc bfpught to our quarters. 

Sandoval was overjoyed at iufairri^T *^h6w/* fai3 hctoPcdrode Ireio, 
in the pre/ence of Cortes, ** was Etel Cafhllj?^gl>t when he indded on 
*• having none but adive mcnlwith to'take p^^ who 

•* hobble along, ^ffentmes that hapijcned to 

,* the count Dc Urena, and his /bh Don^^nl'^^n.” Thefo dories Dc 
Ireio uled to pedear iM"with,,oyer,,lot “which rcafon all 
who were prefen^ laughed heartilyiatSandoval who 
kn^ tl^ De Ireio and I wemnot Irimd^. Cortm returned me thanks, 
and paid me many complih|i^S‘^^BJihty coiidj^, but I will drop this. 
fubje(d, for w'hat is prw& "butyemptinefs and unprodtablenefs, and 
what advantage is it to ni* that'people in Mexico (hould tdl wl^t wc 
endured, or that, fortes /hould fay when he wanted to perdiade^ me to 
go on this lad exp^tion^.t^. ijext to God itJwas me on whom he 
placed his reliance to 
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- J’rom the prifoncrs ^hom wc hadftakcn wc learned, that it was 
fieceflaiy to defeend the river for two days journey, to a place of above 
two hundred houies named Oculiztli; which we accordingly did, paf- 
iiing on our road fome large buildings where the travelling merchants of 
the Indians are ufed to ilop. At the clofc of the fccond day. we arrived 
at the place, to which wc had been diredted, where we found plenty of 
proKrifions. We alfo found in one of the temples an old red cap, and a 
iandal, as oih^rings to their idols. Some of our foldiers brouglit t<> 
Cortes two old men and four women, whom they took in the maiz 
fields: Cortes aAced them what diftance the Spanifh fcttlcmcnt was from 
this place; to which they replied tl^t it was two days Journe}', being 
clofc by the fca fide, and that no town intervened. Upon this Cortes 
ordered Sandoval immediately to fet out on foot, with fix foldiers, and 
get down to the coafl:, in order to afc«tain what number of men Dc Oli 
had with him, for as yet wc were entirely ignorant of all that had hap¬ 
pened there, and Cortes required this information in order to effedt what 
he had determined, which was, to fall upon, and furprife De Oli and 
his troops during the night. 

Sandoval taking three guides reached the Tea fide, and going north¬ 
wards, foon percciv^,ai otnoe, and oMipealing bimiclf where he expedt- 
cd it to anchor for the yi^ fortunate «aoug1i to get poficnion 

of it, and upon examination, found k to hdong to Indian merchants 
who were bringing, fait I^ce. S^doval embaiiccd on board 

this canoe with a part of his f^di^s, and fending the red by land, he 
purfued his route for the great river. ’dAs fortune would have it, on his 
voyage he fell in with a canoe jyii . which, come ibur Spanifh fettlers, 
who were fcarching for fruit near the mw^ of the river, being in great 
diftrefs from the hofVilitics of the Indi^^^and the ravages made by dif- 
cafe. Two of theic being up in a tr^, 'were afionilh^ at the fight of 
Sandoval and the refl, and reported to their companies what they had 
(ben... When they met, Sandoval was jhfonried .by than of their pre- 
(ent 4i0xels, and how they had hanged ,the officer left there by Avila. 
Upon this he determined to bring them to Cortes,.; which having dccia- 
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red, a foldicr named Alonzo Ortiz obtained from him permiinon Co 
off with the news, in order to get a reward. He accordingly in a fh(^ 
time reached us, and by his intelligence rejoiced us all. Cortes pro* 
fented him with an excellent horfe named Moor's-hcad. and each of US 
gave him fomething proportionate to oar abilities. Sandoval arrived ^ 
Ihort time after, and informed us that they were preparing to embark 
for the Ifland of Cuba, and how they had hanged their commanding 
ofHccr, for oppofing them and alfo bccaufc he had hanged a turbulent 
pricfli as alfb that they had elected one Anthonio Niotc in his 
place. 

Cortes ifllied an order to march immediately for the {ez coail, 
which was diflant fix leagues, and wc had an inlet of the Tea to pafs. 
Wc were therefore obliged to wait till low water, and then crofs it, 
wading and fwimming. Cortes pufhed forwards with his attendants, 
and crofTcd the river in the two canoes, fwimming the horfes by the flde 
of them; but he found it fo dangerous from the violence of the current, 
that he feat word to us not to attempt to follow him until further 
orders. 

The pbcc where Avila's fettkrs now were, was about two leagues 
diflant from where Cortes landed* Thqr were greatly furprifed at the 
appearance of Europeans, and more fb when , th^ found that it was the 
general fo renowned thmugh all thefc countries^ Cortes received their 
congratulations in the moil gracious manner, and defired them to bring 
together what canoes they could colk^l, as alfb the boats belonging to 
their (hips, and to provide bread for the ufc of his people. Of tliis lufl 
article only fifty pounds could be procured, for th% lived almoft entire¬ 
ly on fapofes, vegetables, and wbat fifh they caught. Wc were four 
days paffing the river, witb'the greauft danger. One foldier with his 
^orfe went to the bottom, and never appeared afterwards. Two other 
horfes were alfo loftj one of them belonged to a foldier named Cafquctc, 
who heartily curfcd Cortes; and bis expedition, fur the ill fortune he had 
brought upon him.. 

The 
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The general truHed the care of the <tnbarkation to Sandoval. One 
Saavedra, prefuming upon his relationlhip vrjth Cortes, would not pay 
refpedt to the captain's orders,' and endeavouring to force his paflage, 
laid his hand to his poniard with difrefpe^lful cxpreflions to Sandoval. 
The latter made few words, but feizing him inftantly, threw him into 
the water; where he was nearly drowned. Our fuf&ring at this time 
from hunger was beyond my expreflion. For thefc four days we had 
literally nothing but the few nuts that wc could gather, and fomc wild 
fruits; and when we arrived on the other fide our condition was not 
bettered. 

Wc found this colony to confi/l of forty men and fix women, all 
yellow and fickly, and without any thing to cat. Of courfc wc were 
anxious for the moment of fetting out in order to fcarch the country tor 
provifions. About eighty of us went on foot, under the command of 
Captain Luis Marin, to a town at the difiance of eight leagues, w'hcrc 
wc found provifioi|S of all kinds, cocoa in the greatefi quantity, and 
plenty of com, and vegetables. This place was cxadily on the route of 
Naco, whither it was of Cortes to go. On receiving our 

intelligence, he difpatclif^^l^U^pyal 'iVith the principal part of his troops 
to join us. Wc fent jpt^lhtiful fupply of maiz to our wretched colo- 
nifis, who having fo il^ig cat to fuch an cxccfi that Ic- 

ven of them died immediately , At this tinric alfo a veflel arrived there, 
with feven horfes, fot^ hogs, fight pipes of falte4 meat, bifeuit, and 
fifteen pafiengers, sulventurers^ from thflfiand of Cul». All the pro^ 
vifi'ons Cortes bought immediatdy, and difirihuted. them, amongfi the 
colonifis, with an eqt^ly fatal;;feful|,,.,,They «t of the falted meat to 
fnch ah excefs that it gave them dianh^s, iwjhi^ in a very few days 
carried off fouiteoi. 

Cortes how determined to examine this great river, for which pur-« 
p<^ he fitted out one of the brigantines of Avfia whidi had been firand- 
ed, and with this veffel, a boat, and four,dov£)le canoes, in which he 
embarked thirty ibldiers, ^ith eight failors of the* veffel which lately 

arrived, 
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arrived, he proceedal up the i^vcr to a (pacious lake with good anchor¬ 
age, which extended to the diftance of fix leagues, and the whole ol 
the adjacent country was liable to be inundated. Proceeding higher he 
found the current more ftrong, and at length came to fome (hallows 
which his vefllls could not pafs; he accordingly difembarked, and pro¬ 
ceeding by a narrow road, pafled through different villages. In the 
firft he took fome lutives to ferve as guides, and in the fccond he found 
plenty of corn, and fowls, amongft w’hich were pheafants, pidgeons, 
and partridges. Thefc lad 1 have frequently obferved doinedicatcd 
among the Indians. Purfuing his route, he came tKar a large town 
named Cinacan Tencintlc, fituatoi amongd fine cocoa plantations, and 
in which he heard the found of mufic, the Indians being engaged in 
a drunken fedival. Cortes waited until a (it opportunity, concealed in 
a wooii, and then fuddenly rufhing out, made ten men and fifteen wo¬ 
men prifoners. The reft attacked him with arrows and darts, but our 
people clofcd with them and cut to pieces eight of their chiefs. When 
the natives found that the af&ir was going againft them they thought 
it high time to fubmit; and accordingly four old men, two of whom 
were priefts, came, apparently very much tamed, to petition Cortes for 
the prifoners, and brought with them a few trifles of gold. Cortes pro- 
mifed to deliver his prifoners on receiving ai good fupply of provifions 
which they aft'ured him of, and he pointol^out to them where the ftiips 
lay. It appears that a ihifunderf^sding afterwards happened between 
Cortes and the natives, rehuive to the wUveiy of his captives, he wi(h- 
ing to retain three women to make bread,'' 'Diey in confequence pro¬ 
ceeded to hoftilities again; Cortes received a woimd in. the face, twelve 
alfo of his foldiei^ were wounded, and a boat deftre^ed. He then re¬ 
turned after an abfence of tweiity fix days. Airing dreadfully by the 
mofquitos. He wrote to Sandoval giving him an account of all that 
had occurred ^ Cinacan, which is diftant from Guatimala (eventy 
leagues, and ordered him to proceed to Naco; Cortes himfcif intending 
to eftablifh a fettlement at the place w hich was named Puerto de Cavallos, 
for which purpofe he defired ten of the veterans of Guacacualco with¬ 
out whofe ailiftancc nothing was conducted properly. 


Cortes 
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Cortes taking with him all the Spaniards that remained at St. Gil 
dc Buena Vida, embarked in two 0iips« and after eight days fail arrived 
at Puerto dc Cavallos, in order to plant a colony there, the iituation be¬ 
ing anfwcrable. and the harbour good. He appointed Diego de Godoy 
coinn)ancUu)t of this fettlcment. which he nanKd Natividad. He 
thougl^ that by this time Sandoval had arrived ^ Naco w'hich was not 
far difnnt. and wrote to him there, dcliring ten of the foldiers of Gua- 
cacualco to reinforce him. as he. intended to proceed to the bay of Hon¬ 
duras. This letter reached us in the quarters which 1 lall mentioned, 
for we had not arrived at Naco. I will fay no more of the proceedings 
of Cortes, nor how the flics bit him day and night, and prevented his 
reff. fo that as wc afterwards heard lie Irad like to have died or loll his 
lenfcs. from want of fleep. 

Sandoval on receiving the general’s letter prefled forwards towards 
Naco. but was obliged to halt at a place called Cuyocan. in order to 
bring up his ilragglcrs who had quitted him in fearch of provillons. 
We had alfo a river to pafs. and the natives all round were hoflilp. As 
our line of march was fo very long by the number of invalids who 
came llraggling after us. elpecially of the Mexicans, it became neceflary 
to eftablifh a poll at'the ferry on this river, for which purpofc Sandoval 
left me with the command .of eight, moi. 

One night a body of the natives fell upon^rs. but wc were prepa¬ 
red for them. They fet fire to the houie in >vhich we were, and thought 
to have brought ofi’our omoci but we. with the afiifiance of a few 
Mexicans, beat them oflT fur thsU time, and knowing that there were 
fome invalids lodged upon the road behind us. we on the next day 
brought them over and all together fix . out to join Sandoval. One man 
died upon the road; he was a Genoefe, had been fome time ill, and at 
length funk under poverty of diet, I was obliged to leave the body be¬ 
hind. for which Sandoval blamed me when 1 made my report. 1 tuld 
him wc had two invalids bn each hc»ie. and my companion Bartholome 
dc Villa Nueva haughtily iaid^ that it was difficult enough for us to 
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bring ourlclves, without carrying dead men. Sandoval immediately 
ordered me and Villanueva to return am! bury him, which we accord¬ 
ingly did, and pLiccd a crofs over the grave. We found in his pocket 
a purfc containing a quantity of dice, and a memorandum of his fam^ 
iv .ind cfFeCls in 'IVncriftc. Kdl his foul ’ Amen, 

In about two tlays we anived at \aco, liaving pafled a place where 
•nines have been finte difeovered, and alfo a town named Quiniilan. 
On arriving at Naeo we found it to be a go«xl town, but it was aband¬ 
oned by its inhabitants; however we obtained plenty of provilions and 
(alt whicli we mucli wanted. We took our quarters in fomc very large 
tpiadranglcs, the fame place where !>; Oli I)ccn executed, ami fixed 
ourftlvcs as if we had been to remain here for ever. In this j>laee is the 
fined water that we had met with in New Spain, as alfo a tree, which 
at the time of the fiefta, let the heat of the fun be as great as it will, 
has a tlclightfiil refrething coidnefs in its fhade, and there firms to de- 
fiend from it a kind of dew, of the moft delicate nature, which is good 
for the head. The place is well fituated, the neighbourhood fertile anti* 
producing btjth the red and the fmall fapotc, and it was at tlirit time 
populous. 

Sandoval having obtained pofleflion of three of the principal na¬ 
tives of the diftriifl, treated them kindly, and we continued in peat cable 
terms with them, but the inhabitants could not be induced to return to 
the town. It was now time to fend the reinforcement Cortes liadrequi- 
red, of ten Spanish fettlcrs of Guacacualco. I was an invalid and una¬ 
ble to go, and Sandoval wifhed to keep me with him; eight valiant 
folditrs were however lent, who fet out heartily curfing Cortes and his 
expetiition at every ftep. They had feme rcafon, for they did not know 
the lead of the date of the country through which they were to go. 
Sandoval took the precaution of fending five principal perfons of the na¬ 
tives with them, and gave it to be underdood that if any injury was 
done to them the country fhould be fc\'erely punifhed. They arrived at 
the place where Cortes w'as, in fafety, and he immediately embarked 
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for Truxillo, leaving Godoy in the coAimand at Puerto dc Cavallo*, 
with forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of tlic fcttlers who 
came with Avila, and thofe newly arrived from the IHarid of Cuba. 

For fome time Godoy maintained himfclf in the neighbouring 
country, but as his men were continually dropping off by difeafe, the 
Indians began to defpife and neglcft them, and in a Ihort time they lofl; 
by /Ickncfs and famine above half their number, atid three of them dc- 
Icrtcd and joined Sandoval. Such was, the rcfult of the colonization of 
Puerto dc Cavallos. Sandoval, by different expeditions to the neigh¬ 
bouring di(lri<fts, named Cirimongo, Acalaco, Quizmitan, and four 
others, and by judiciousj|acafurcs, brought the whole of the country 
to peace and l'ubjc<Slion, around Naco, and as far as Godoy’s let- 
tlcmcnt. 

After fix days fiiil Cortes arrived at the port of Truxillo. This 
place had been colonized by Francifeo dc las Cafas, but there were allb 
amongft them many of the mutineers who had ferved under Dc Oli, 
and who had been banifhed frCMtn Panuco. All thefe, confeious of their 
guilt, waited on Cortes upon his arrival, to fupplicatc his pardon for 
their offences. This Cortes granted them; he alfo continued thofe who 
had been appointed to offices, and put at the head of all thofe provinces 
as captain general, his relation Saavedra. Cortes having now fummon- 
ed the chiefs and prieffs of the Indians, made an harangue to them, 
wherein he told them of the object of his coming thither, which 
;.was, to induce them to quit the unnatural and cruel pnuflices of their 
falfe religion, and to embrace the true one. He alfo dwelt upon the 
power and dignity of his Majefty the Emj^or Don Carlos, to whom 
he required their fubmiffion. This together with the holy exhortations - 
of our reverend fathers being explained to thefc people they readily pro- 
mifed to (^Ky him, in becoming his Majcfiy*s vafials; whereupon 
Cor^ fignified to them, that they fhould provide the fettlemcnt with 
all articles of food, cfpccially fifh, of which there was a great plenty 
in the lea about the Iflands of Los Guanajes, and alfo he defired them 
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f.i icnd laboiirors to clear th^ woods in front of the town, and 
<»pcn the view to tlic fc:i. All this being readily undertaken by them, 
C'ortes ordered a numljcr of fows in young to be turned out on theft; 
iHands, to (lock them, which they did in the courfc of a few 
.years. The reverend fathers Krancifeans alfo preached to the Indians 
many holy things very edifying to hear. The natives applied them- 
fclves to labour fo carncftly, that ii\ two days they cleared the wood* 
towards the Tea, and built fifteen houfes one of which was for Cortes, 
aiui a very' good habitation. The renown of our general made him 
feared through all thefe diftri^ts, as far as Olancho where arc the rich 
mines; the Indians called him the captain Hue-hue of Marina, that is 
the old captain who brings Donna Marina, and his prefence reduced flu 
whole country to fubmiflion, two or three diflridls in the mountains 
only holding out. Againll thefe, the names of which were given to 
him by the chief of Paj»yeca, then a populous diftriif but now almofl 
uninhabited, he fent Captain Saavedra with a party of foldicrs wJio 
brought moll of them under fubjcdlion, the only one that held out be¬ 
ing that people named the Acaltccans. 


As many of the fuite of Cortes began now to fall lick from the cf- 
ledks of the climate, he lent them on board a vefTcl to St. Domingo or 
Cuba, and by this opportunity he alfo lent letters to the reverend latficis 
of the order of St. Jerome, and the court of royal audience, informing 
them of all the events that hail happened; of his refigning the govern¬ 
ment of Mexico into the hands of deputies, to proceed againfl 
De Oli in perfon, and alfo of his future intentions. He nqiiclflcd from 
them a reinforcement of foldiers,' and, to attach credit to his report, 
he lent a valuable prefent of gold, taken in reality from his ftde 


board, but in fuch a mazuier that it Ihould appear to them the produce 
of this fettlcment^ This bulinefs he cntrullcil to a relation named Ava¬ 
los, with orders,^n his way, to take up twenty five foldicrs, w’ho, he 


had received intelligence, were left in tlie Illand of Cuzumcl, to kid¬ 


nap Indians. This veflfel was wrecked about feventy leagues from tlie 
Havannah; the Captain, Avalos, and many paUcngers pcriHiecl, and 
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thofe few who efcaped, amongft whom<(was the licentiate Pedro Lopez, 
were the firft who brought to the iflands intelligence of the cxiftcncc of 
Cortes and his army, for it had been hitherto imivcrfally believed that 
we had all periihed. As foon as it was known where Cortes then was, 
two old (hips were freighted with horfes and colts, and fent out to us. . 
Except thefe, and one pipe of wine, all the reft of the cargo confifted 
of fhirts, caps, and ufclcfs trumpery of various kinds. 

Some Indians of the iflands called the Guanajes, which arc about 
tbe diflancc of eight leagues from Truxillo, came at this time to com¬ 
plain to Cortes, that it had been a pradlicc of the Spaniards to come to 
their iflands, and kidnap the natives and their ma^guales, or (laves, 
and that a vcflel was now there, as fuppofed for that phMrpofe. Corte> 
on hearing this ordered out one of his (hips, which came in view of the 
veflel, but (he immediately hoifted fail, and made her efcape. It after¬ 
wards appeared that the commander of her was the bachelor Moreno, 
who bad been fent on bufinefs to Nombre dc Dios, by the royal court 
of audience of St, Domingo. 

Whilft Sandoval remained at Naco, the chiefs of two diftridls in 
that vicinity named Quecufpan, and Tanchinalchapa, came to him to 
complain of a party of Spaniards who maltreated their people, robbing 
them, and putting them in chains, and who were now at the diftance 
of about one day’s march from his pt>ft. He accordingly fet out againft 
them with feventy men, and arrived at the plaa: where thefe people 
were, perfectly at their cafe, and not expelling any attack. They were 
furprifed at feeing us, and ran to their arms; but we foon feized the 
captain and feveral more, thus getting t|te better of them without any 
blood being drawn on either fide. Sandoval cenfured them in very ftrong 
terms for their mifeondudb, and ordered thofe India^i^hom they had 
made prifoners to be immediately rclcafed: The cajmmv of this party 
was one Pedro dc C^rro; he and his men were marched prifoners to our 
feetlement. From the manner in which they were mounted and atrcrtclt-d, 
they feemed to be lords, in comparifon of us who were dirt) and w'orn 
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down with fcrvicc. Several o([ them were perfons of quality or gen¬ 
tlemen, ami after they hail repofed a day amongft us they grew per- 
fcdly contented. 

The reafon of their heino in thefe countries is as follows. Pedro 
Arias de Avila, who had the government of Tierra Firina, fent a cap¬ 
tain named Francillo Hernandez to make conquefts in the province of 
Nicafagua and Leon. Tiiis he did, reducing the natives to obedience, 
and efVablifliing a colony there. When Hernandez found hiinfelf ad- 
vantageoufly fettleil, he determined to throw off his dependency upon 
Pedro Arias, to which I believe he was incited by the bachelor Moreno, 
,ind the reafon of it to the beft of my judgment w as this. Arias had 
beheaded V. N, do Ball>oa, who married his ilaughfcr Donna Ifiibella 
Arias de I'cnofa. This atrocious ffrctch of power he lommitted 
moft unwarrantably, and it was on this occufion that the bachelor 
Moreno had been fmt hither by the royal court of audience. The 
bachelor meeting with Hernandez, advifed him to renounce his con¬ 
nexion with Pedro Arias, who had condu<5led himfelf fo badly, and to 
effablifh a diffindl government in that province, immediately under his 
Majeffy; and Hernandez taking his founfel, fent this party to make 
their way to the north coaft, thereby to open a communication with 
the mother country. 

All this being explained to Sandoval, was by him communicated 
to Cortes, in expectation of his fupporting the views of Hernandez, by 
Captain Luis Marin, whom I attended upon this occafion. Our whole 
party confiffed of ten foldicrs, and a moll defperatc journey it was. 
the Indians were hoftilc and attacked us with large heavy lances „ wound¬ 
ing two of our foldicrs. The rivers which we croffed were fwoUen and 
rapid, and fo frequent, that in one day we paffed three of them; one 
river named Xagua, ten leagues from Triumpho de la Cruz, detained 
us for two days, and the inlets and lagoons were infefted by alligators. 
By the fide of the river Xagua we found the fkcletons of feven lior/csi 
they had belonged to De 01i*s troops, and died from eating poifonous 
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herbs. Faffing El Triumpho dc la Cru^, and a place named Qucmara» 
at length we arrived in the neighbourhood of Truxiilo about the hour 
of vcfpcrs, and faw five cavaliers riding along the coafl. Tlicfe were, 
Cortes and four of his friends, who were taking cxcrcifc. When he 
recognifed us, after the firfl furprife at the unexpcdlcd meeting, he dif- 
mounted from his horfe, and running up, embraced us all with tears in 
his eyes, fo overjoyed was he to fee us. It made me melancholy to 
find him fo weak and reduectl. Difirefs and difeafe had worn ‘him 
down; indeed he cxpcdled death, and had gotten a Francifean habit 
made to be buried in. He had not at this time received any intelligence 
from Mexico fincc he quitted that city. He walked into the town with 
us, and we fuppeJ with him, wretchedly enough. I had not my fill 
even of bread or bifeuit. When he had read over the letters relative to 
the bufinefs of Hernandez, he promifed that he would do all he could 
to fupport Itim. The vefTcls from St. Domingo had arrived here three 
days before us. I have already mentioned, that except the horfes .and 
one pipe of xvinc, their cargoes were nothing but frippciy'; it would 
have been much better that they had not come, fincc it induced us all 
to run ourfelvcs in debt buying their ul^efs trafh. 

While we were relating to Cortes the hardfhips ivc had fuflained 
^.luring our late journey, a (hip was deferied at a diftance, making for 
our port. This veflel failed from the Havannah, with letters for the 
general from the licentiate Zuazo, alcalde major of Mexico. The hi¬ 
dalgo who was captain of the veflel came direiftly to kifs the liands of 
Cortes, and prefented his letters, the fubflance of which the reader (hall 
be informed of. As foon as Cortes read them he was overwhelmed with 
forrow and diftrefs. He retired to his private apartment, where we 
could hear that he was fuflering unde^ the greatefl agitation. He did 
not (lir out for an entire day; at night he confefled and ordered a ma(s 
for the enfuing morning, after which he called us together, and read to 
us the intelligence he h.ijj received, and whereby we learned, that it 
had been univcrfally reported and believed in New Spain that we were 
all dead, and our properties had in confequence been fold by public 
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aiidlion. From his father in f-’allillc he was informed, of the death of 
the Bifhop of Burgos, that Albornoz had !>een laborioufly undermining 
us at court, and alfo of what I have before related, in regard to his Ma- 
jelly’s orders to the admiral, and the interference of the duke of Btjar; 
alfo that Narvaez had been appointed to the government of the river 
Palmas, and that the government of Panuco had been given to one Nu- 
no de Guzman. 

In regard to the affairs of New Spain thefe letters further added, 
that in confequenee of the powers which Cortes hail given to the factor 
Gonzalo de Salazar, and the veedor Pedro Almindcs Chiiinos, to luper- 
cede the deputies he had left in Mexico, viz. the trcai'uirr Alonzo de 
Jiffrada, and the contador Albornoz, and to take the ailminiff ration up¬ 
on thcmfelves in cafe of mifcondudl on the part of the deputies, thefe 
two officers having on their return to Mexico formed a ftrong party, 
amongff wliom was the licentiate Zuazo alcalde major, Rodrigo de Paz 
alguazil major, A. de Tapia, Jorge do Alvarado, and the reft of the 
ancient conquerors, attempted to take the government into their 
hands by mam force, and the confcqucnce of the ftrugglc of the two 
parties was, much diffurbance, and bioodffied. I'hc factor and veedor 
however carried their point, and had made prifoners the two fornur de¬ 
puties and many of their friends. Still however there was fighting eve¬ 
ry day, the predominating party confifeating the property of their oppon¬ 
ents, to diftributc it among their own adherents. They had, we 
learned, completely fuperceded Zuazo in his office, and had impri- 
foned Rodrigo de Paz the alguazil major, but that the licentiate Zuazo 
had effedlcd a temporary rcconciii^on between the parties. During 
thefe diffurbanccs, three diflridts, viz. tlie Zapotccans, Minxes, and 
thofc in the vicinity of a fortified jock named had rebelled, and 

a force going againft them under the veedor Chirinos, inftcad of attend¬ 
ing to their bulinefs, the troops thought of nothing but card playing, 
in confcqucnce of which the natives furprifed them in their camp, and 
did them much mifehief. The fbdor had then fenfeBi veteran captain 
named Andrez dc Monjaraz, to aflift the veedor, and advife lum; but. 
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tJiis officer was unable to exert himfelf properly, being an invalid. 
As to the city of Mexico, there was danger every hour of ah infur- 
rcfSlion. 

The letters alfo informed us that the fa<flor conftantly remitted gold 
to his Majefly’s treafurer, Don Fraiicifco dc los Cobos, to make an 
intcreft for himfelf at court, reporting that we were all dead at Xica- 
longa, the belief of which was corroborated by Diego de Ordas who, 
to get out of the fa<Slions and troubles of Mexico had failed with 
two vclfels to learch for us, and arriving at the place called Xicalonga, 
where the captains Simon dc Cuenca and Francifeo dc Medina had been 
killed, healing tlic account of their misfortunes, and not knowing tlic 
particulars, had taken it for granted that it could be no others than 
Cortes aiul his party who were thus deftroyed, and rcportcil fo in his 
letters to Mexico which he fent by certain palTcngcrs, and then, with¬ 
out landing, hoillal fliil for Cuba. The father fhewed hi.s letter to our 
relations, and put on mourning; and a monument was crcdled, and fu¬ 
neral fervice performed for the honour of Cortes, in the great church 
of Mexico. The factor then proclaimed himfelf governor, and captain 
general of New Spain, with the (bund of kettle drums ami trumpets, 
and ifllied out an order, that all women who had any regard for their 
fouls, and whole hufbands had gone with Cortes, Ihould confider them 
dead in law, and marry again forthwith. And bccaufc a woman nam¬ 
ed Juana dc Manfilla did not chufe to take his advice, but infiftcd on 
waiting the return of her hulband Alonzo Valiente, faying that we 
wcie not people who would let' ourlclves be fo cafily beaten as the veedor 
Chirinos and his party, the fatflor tiered her to Ite publicly whipped 
through the directs of Mexico for a^witch. 

As there are in al^laces flattcrihg traitors, one of this defeription, 
whom we once cxpcdlcd better from, and whofc name I will not men¬ 
tion, folcmnly alTurcd ,tkc factor, before many witnefles, that going 
one night by the ihurch of St. Jago, which is built on the Icitc of the 
great temple of the Mexicans, and looking into the church yard, he 
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i'aw the fouls of Cortes, Don«a Marina, and Sandoval, burning in 
flames of fire; and that he had been fo terrified thereat, as to have re¬ 
mained ill ever fince. Another man of good reputation alfo came to 
the factor, and told him that tlic t]uadranglcs of Tefcuco were haunted 
by evil fpirits, which the natives faid were the fouls of Donna Marina 
and Cortes. All thofe fiilfehoods they invented to in|;ratiate themfelvcs 
with the fad:or. 

At this time arrived in Mexico the captains Krancifeo dc las Cafas, 
and Oil Gonzales dc Avila, the fame who beheaded Chrifioval de Oli. 
Las Cafas on his arrival publicly afferted the exigence of Cortes, and 
reprobated the conduct of the faCtor, but declared that flioiild if be. the 
eale, as tlicn believed, that we were all dead, Alvarado wa% the only 
proper man to put in the place of Cortes, until his Majefiy’-, further 
pleafurc fliould be known. ^ Alvarado being written to on the fubjcift 
fet out for Mexico, but growing apprehenfive of fbme attempt upon 
his life, lie thought it moft prudent to return to his diflric^. The fadlor 
had at this time collcdlcd what gold he could lay his hands upon,,to 
fupport his negotiations at court. In this he was oppofed by almofl: 
every other officer of the government of New Spain, who determined 
among themfelvcs, not to permit him cxdufivcly to make reprefenta- 
tions of the tranfadlions there, but to fend likewife their own fiati-mcnts 
at the fame time, and by the fame opportunity with his. Wlien the 
faiftor found that he could not bring over Las Cafas, Gonzak/. dc Avila, 
and the licentiate, to fupport his views, he caufed the two former to be 
arrefltd and profecuted for the alleged murder of !>: Oli; ami hy his 
wickednefs, and the preponderance of his power, procuring their con¬ 
demnation, it was with the greateft difficulty that their immediate exe¬ 
cution could be prevented, by appealing to his Majefiy. He was 
obliged however to content himfclf with fending them prifoners to Caf- 
tille. He then fell upon the licentiate Zuazo, and fent him off to Vera 
Cruz, and there embarked him for the Ifland of Cuba, as was alleged, 
to anfwer for his condudl while he was judge there. He next fcized 
Rodrigo dc Paz, and demanded of him an account ami furrendcr of the 
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ttrafiirc of Cortes, whofe major domo he had been, and bccaulc 1^ 
could not, or would not declare, or make dilcover)'' concerning it, he 
caufed his feet and part of his legs to be burnt; and not content with 
giving him the torture, and knowing alfo that if left alive he miglit 
complain to his Majefty, he ordered him to he hanged, which wa'. 
accordingly done.* He alfo arrefted moft of the friends of Cortes. Ih- 
pia and Jorge dc Alvarado, however, took fin^luary with the Franed- 
can fathers; but fevernl of tliem went over to him, partly bccaiifc he 
gave them Indians, and partly becanfc it is natural to wifli to Ik’ with 
the ftrongeft power, or, as the faying is, to ciy', “fuccefs to the con- 
“ querors.” He emptied the arfenal of arms, and brought them to his 
palace, in the front of whicli he alfo planted all the artillery, which was 
commanded by Captain Don Luis dc Guzman, fon in law to the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body guard for his owm protec¬ 
tion, compofed in part of the foldiers of Cortes, to the command of 
which he appointed one Artiaga. 

. Zuazo alfo wrote to Cortes to inform him, that he had reported 
many fcandals of liim to his Majeily, fuch as defrauding liim of the 
duty upon gold; and as an inftance to what extent he carried his tyran¬ 
ny, he mentioned a circumftancc of a travelling Spaniard having in¬ 
formed a woman, and given her proofs, that her hulband who w^as 
gone with Cortes was alive. This coming to the cars of the faiilor, he 
caufed him to be feized by four alguazils, and would have hanged him, 
but that he, to cxcufe himfclf, declared tliat what he had faid 
was all a fallehood, and that he liad only invented it to comfort the 
poor w’oman, feeing her weeping for the lofs of her hulband. The 
bufinefs which brought this man to Mexico was, to obtain a plantation, 
this was immediately fettled to his latisfadlion, and he was difmiffcd 
with a hint to hold his tongue, as he valued his life. This letter alfo 
informed Cortes of the death of the reverend father Bartholomc, a holy 
man, and much regretted by all the natives of Mexico, w-ho in token 
of their refpe^t faded from the time of his death, until he was buried. 
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/1117:0 concludivl by laying, th^t he feared Mexico was loft, am! that 
he had been fent a prifoncr in irons to the place from whence he dated 
hl^ letter. 

* 

This intelligence made u*. all very fad. It was difficult to fay which 
f)i tlic two, Cortes or the fadlor, we curled moft heartily in our own 
minds. We fecrctly gave them ten thoufand malediclicsns, and 
v>iir lic.irts funk within us. Cortes retired to his chamber, and did not 
appear to us till evening, when we entreated him immediately to haften 
to Mexico. Me replied to us kindly and gently, faying, “dearfriends 
“ and companions, this villain of a fadtor is powerful. If i go and you 
“ accompany me he may lay hamls upon us by the road, ami murder us 
“ all. It were better that I went privately with three or lour of you, aiul 
came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let the reft rejoin Sandoval, 
and proceed with him to Mexico.’* Cortes now wrote to Caiptain 1 ler- 
nandez, promifing him every fiipport; he fent him aifo two mules 
loaded with prefents of fuch things as he knew he wanted, entrufting 
them to the care of a gentleman named Cabrera, a brave officer who 
was on the ftaft' under Blafco Nunez Vclo, and was killed in the fame 
battle with the Viceroy. When 1 faw that Cortes was determined to go 
to Mexico, I requefted «f him that he w'ould jxjrmit me, who had heen 
in all difficulties and dangers by his fide, to attend him upou this tx ca- 
fion. He embraced me and faid, “ I jrequeft you my fon to remain with 
“ Sandoval. I promife you, and i fwcar by this beard, that I confidcr 
“ myfclf much beholden to you, and have long done fo.” However 
he w'ould not permit me to attend him. 

I remember when we were in the town of Truxillo, a gentleman 
named Koderigo Manucca, a principal officer in the general’s houfehold, 
to divert Cortes, feeing him diftrefl&d, as he w'as with good rcafon, 
laid a wager with feme other cavaliers, t^hat he would climb in his ar¬ 
mour to the top of the rock, whereon ftood the houfc which the Indi¬ 
ans had built for the head quarters. When he had got a confiderabJe 
way up he miffed his hold, and falling to the ground, was killed. 

lii 2 Some 



( 428 ) 

Some of the fettlers of this place now began to grow mutinous, on find¬ 
ing that Cortes had omitted to name them to any office. He however 
found means to pacify them, hy promifes not to forget them on his 
arrival at Mexico. Previous to liis departure, he ordered Captain Diego 
dc Godoy with his fettlers to quit the colony of Puerto dc Cavallos, 
where it was impoffiblc for them to keep their ground, on account of 
fleas, mufqiiitob, and other vermin, and to relieve us at the good fettlc- 
ment of Naco. He alfo ordered us to take the province of Nicaragua 
in our way to Mexico, as the government of it was an ohjc<^ worth 
applying for. Accordingly we took our leave of Cortes who was em¬ 
barked, and fet out chcarfully upon our journey as Mexico was to be 
the ciui of it. It was as ufual attended with extreme diftrefs. How¬ 
ever w'c reached Naco, and found that Captain Dc Garro had before 
our arrival gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez, ot 
the promife which Cortes had made, and we fet out on the enfuing 
day for Mexico. 

Two confidential friends of the governor Arias dc Avila, having 
gotten the knowledge that a private correfpondcncc was going on 
between Hernandez and Cortes, began to fufpetl the view of the former 
to furrendcr his province, and detach himfclf from Avila. Thefe fol- 
diers were named Garruito and Zamorrano. The former was urged on 
particularly by an old enmity to Cortes, on account of a rival-fhip about 
a lady in St. Domingo when they were both youths, and which had 
ended in a duel. Thefe perfons informed Avila of the whole that they 
knew, and he, immediately on receipt of the intelligence, haflened off 
to feize the parties concerned. Garro, alarmed in time, made his cf- 
cape to us ; but Hernandez, relying upon their former intimacy and 
friendfhip, thought that Avila would not proceed to extremities, and 
did not attempt to avoid him. He was however ladly undeceived, for 
after a very ftimmary procefs he was executed as a traitor to his lupcrior 
officer, in the town which he Urns colonizing, and thus ended the nego- 
jUation between him and Cortes. 


The 
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The firft time that Cortcii lailed from Tiuxillo for Vera Cruz, he 
was obliged to put batk by contrary winds, the fecond time from an 
accident which happened to tlic vtilel. He was difpirited by ficknefs, 
the voyage alfo added to Ids mental depreihon, and he was apprehendve 
of the power of the factor. On his return he ordered a folemn mafs, 
and prayed fervently to the lioly Chofl to enlighten him as to his future 
proceedings. It appears that he became infpired with an inclination to 
flay and coloidzc the country where he then was; for he fent three cx- 
prefles as hard as they could poll to recall us, and bring us back to 
Truxillo. In his letters he exprefled his determination, which he attri¬ 
buted to the infpiration of his guardian angel. When we received this 
rrK'lTagc we beflowcd a thoufand maledicflions on Cortes ami the ill for¬ 
tune which attended him, and told Sandoval, that if he chofc to remain 
it mufl be by himfelf, for that vve were determined to proceed to Mex¬ 
ico. Sandoval was alfo of our opinion; we therefore returned an ,an- 
fwer to this efledl, figned by us all, and in a few days received another 
letter from him, which contained great ofFers to fuch as fhould be indu¬ 
ced to remain, and concluded by faying, that if we refufed, there ftill 
remained foldicrs in Caftillc and elfewhcrc. On receiving this letter 
we were if poffible more determined than ever to proceed, but Sandoval 
carncflly entrtated, and perfuaded us to halt for a few days, until he 
could fee Cortes, in the hope of perfuading lum to undertake the jour¬ 
ney to Mexico. We wrote back in reply, that as he laid he could find 
Ibldicrs in Caflille, fo could we governors and generals in Mexico, who 
would give us plantations for our ferviccs, and that we had fufferal 
misfortunes enough already by him. With this anfwer S.indoval fit of!*, 
attended by a foldier named Sauzedo, and a farrier, and mounted on his 
good horfe Motilla, fwearing by his beard that he would not return 
until he had put Cortes on board the fhip for Mexico. 

Now I nnention Sandoval's horfe, I mufl ohferve of him, that lu* 
was the fwifteft, and the beft dreffed, and fincfl figure of any horfe in 
New Spain: he was of a dark chefnut colour, and fuch was tlie fiimc 
of Motilla, that it reached the tar of his Majelly, to whom Sandoval 
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intended to prefent him. Sandoval applied to me at this time for my 
horfe, an excellent animal for career, cxcrcifc, or road. He coft me 
fix hundred crowns to one Avalos brother to Saavedra, my former one, 
which had coft me a greater fum, being killed in an adlion at a place 
called Zulaco. However Sandoval exchanged with me one of his, 
which was killed under me in Icfs than two months; after which I re¬ 
mained with nothing better than a vicious colt, which I bought a bad 
bargain of from amongft thofc brought to Truxillo in the two vcflfels, 
as I have licforc related. Sandoval at parting from us defired us to wait 
his return at a large Indian town named Acalteca. When he reached 
Truxillo, his friend Cortes was rejoiced to fee him, but neither our 
letter, nor the prefting inftanccs of Sandoval, nor of the reverend father 
Varillas, could induce him to furmount his averfion to proceed to 
Mexico. 

When Sandoval found it jinpofliblc to induce Cortes to go to Mex- 
icx>, he prevailed upon him to fend a confidential forvant named Martin 
dc Orantes, with a commiflion to Pedro dc Alvarado, and Francifeo de las 
Cafas, to take upon them the government during his abfcnce, in cafe 
thole officers were in Mexico, and ftiould they not be found there, the 
fame power was to be exercifed by the treafurer Alonzo dc Eftrada, and 
the contador Albomoz, confomiably to the deputation given by Cortes 
to them, previous to his departure from Mexico, thofe delegated to the 
fad.or and vccdor being revoked. Cortes having agreed to this, and 
given his orders and inftru£tions, dire<fted Orantes to land in a bay be¬ 
tween Vera Cruz and Panuco, and to fufter no one to go on ffiore but 
himfelf; and the veftcl was immediately to hoift: ftnl,' and proceed for 
Panuco. Thefe kift inftru£tions w'ere given, that the arrival of 
his officer (hould be kq>t as private as poffible until the proper time. 
He alfo lent letters by him to all his friends in New Spain, and to the 
treafurer and omtador, although he knew them in reality not to belong 
to the number. 


The wind and weather beings favourable, in a few days the veffi;! 

arrived 
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Arrived At its deAination, anviOrantes on landing difguifcd himlclf as a 
lahiiurcr. On his journey he avoided the Spaniards, lodging and mix¬ 
ing only with the natives. Thofe who had known him before could 
not have recognized him, aftci*an abfcncc of two years and three months. 
'] o fuch as quclhoned him he laid, that his name was Juan de Flcch- 
illa; in this manner, being an adlivc man, he arrived in. four days at 
Mexico, and entering the city after dark, he proceeded dirctlly to the 
lodgings of tlu; reverend fathers Francifeans. On being admitted, lie 
there found the Alvarados and icvcral of the friends of Cortes, conceal¬ 
ed. When he had explained who he was, and produced the general's 
letters, all prefent, the reverend fathers not excepted, danced for joy; 
they immediately locked the gates of tlic monaftery, to exclude the 
oblervation of the traitorous party, and at midnight the intclligencx was 
communicated to the treafurer, the contador, and many of the friends 
of Cortes, who immediately alTemblcd at the Francifeans. 

It was then determined by them, as the firft Hep, to feize on the 
perfon of tlie fadlor in the morning. All the intermediate time was 
employed in collc<5ting arms and frieiwis, and making other preparations 
for the purpofe. The vccdor was at that period at the rcx:k of Coatlan. 
At day break the whole party marched to the palace inhabited by the 
faiHor, crying, “long live his MajeHy, and Hernando Cortes." When 
this was heard by the citizens, they all took to their arms, thinking it 
fomething wherein government called for their alTiftancc, and numbers 
under that idea joined the treafurer on his march. As to the contador, 
lie played a double part, giving intelligence to the fa<51or to put him on 
his guard, and EHrada reproached him Axongly for his conduiH. 

When the party of Cortes approached the refidence of the faiflor, 
they found that he?*was alretuly well prepared, owing to the information 
that he had received. His artillery under Don Luis de Guzman was 
planted in front of the houfe, and he had a flrong garrifon within lide. 
Thofe with the treafurer forcing their way in, fome by the different 
doors, others by the terraces and wherever they could get accefs, all at 
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the fame time, and Hioufing for his M.ijtffly and Cortes, tiie adherents 
of the fadlor became difmayed, and tin artillciy-men abandoning the 
guns, the other foldiers alfo made oft'and hid thcmfcivcs, one of tFiem 
Gines Nortes, leaping down from a corredor, fo that there onlv remain^ 
od with the fadlor, Pedro Gonzalez Sabiotc, and f^’ir fers ants \Vh» « 
he found himfelf thus abandoned, he became defpei u, and eiuitav >.i' 
cd himfclf to fire ofl'thc gun?, ins\hK*!i attempt was feized, and 
made prifoncr. A large cage timber was conllruclcd to receive i)im, 
and thus terminated his career as governor of New Spain. Circulai 
notice was fent to all the pro\inccs of this revolution, by which each 
individual was pleafed or dilTutisheJ as his particular intcreft iw.wvA 
him. W'licn the vecdor licard it he was fo diitrcfled that he fell Tu k. 
He left his command with Captain De Monjaraz, and got himf-lf con¬ 
veyed towards Mexico, and reaching the monaftery of St. Francis in 
Tezcuco, he there fliut himfelf up, aud was fliortly after made prilbncr 
and Itcured in another wooden cage. 

Immediate intelligence of .til tliat had happened was forwarded to 
Pedro lie Alvarado, wdth direiilions to him to proceed m Truxillo, and 
ivait upon Cortes. The next thing 'hat tin- new d<putiic (hd was. tu 
pay their refpedls to Juanna dc M.iidilla, tiie woman *- no h.id been 
whipped for a w’itch. The treufurer pl.ie'cd in. on hoi/ebac'k behind 
him, and thus, attended by all the cavaliers in proceftion, flic was pu- 
raeled through the ftrevts of Mexico like a Roman matron, and was ever 
after calk'd Donna Juanna, in honour of her conihuu v, in n fuling to 
comply W’ith the orders of the fiuftor, to m.niy' again, w hile flie was 
convinced that her hufband was living. 

The fttuation of Mexico evidently requiring the prcfencc of Cortes, 
Fray Diego dc Altamirano was pitched on by his fnends to w'ait upon 
him, and reprefent to him the neceflity of his immediately fetting out. 
This father had been in 'the military profeflioii before he entered the 
church, and was a man of buftnefs and abilities. The condudt purfued 
by the veedor and fadtor, and efpccially their confifeations and diftribu- 
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t .i j.iuji.it) amoiifi flivir ^wcuv lupportcri, iud gair.v-J tl'.wiu man)' 
...iici -M. •, anJ, il not iViciKlj, :u Icaft pcrfuiis intcrcftcd in the nuul> 

■ •. . , tl'.eu ;'u\(?ir.ineiit. The/l*, cqnipofcd principally of rljc low 

.-..I is-.ii!; ... tteicuption, hut mixed with foina of quality, with the 
p .'rt a;j.| coiitrivaru'c of the conMdor who dreaded the arrival of 
(.'•'Mes,- h.ul formed a pl.in to kill the treafurer, and rcinioUc the fadtor 
•iii.i vecdor in their oliiees. For the piirpofc of rcleafing them froftl' 
pnlhii, they had recouifc to one Guzman, .\ whitc-finithi a fellow of 
low eharacler, and a riviiculous afleClcr of wit. To him tliey applied 
to make t!ie keys, giving him a piece of gold whereon was marked the 
fonn in winch .they were to be wrought, and charging him at the feme 
tiinc to keep the jflridfeft feciecy. All this he readily unckrtook and 
promifed, fpeaking as if he had the liberation of the piifoncrs finccrcly 
.a heart. Tluy then told him all the particulars why^h his inquifitive-.. 
ncls induced hj:n to queftion them about, and he proceeded in his work, 
but n 'u!y .i.id ai.kwardly, in order to ir.d.uce them to repeat their vifits, 
to huny inn. u; and he thus obtaiiad from the coiifpirators the know¬ 
ledge tliat he required. I'lie keys being fiiiiflted, and the party ready 
to make th;- attempt, he fuddcnly went to the hou(c of the treafurer, 
and gave him an account of the whnlc. The treafurer, aflcrnbling the 
friends of t-ortcb on the inllant, proceeded to the place of meeting, 
where he found twenty confpirators armed, and in waiting for the fig- 
nal. 'I'hefc he feized, but many others, made their cfcapc. Among 
thefe apprelu nded were fume notorious charadlcrs; one of them had 
lately committed violence on a Caftillian womam They were tried be¬ 
fore the bachelor Ortega alcalde major, and wang convi<ftcd, three 
were hanged, and feveral whipped. 


1 mull now make a confiderable digrcfliop,^ from my narrative, 
though it comes in properly in point of matter, to mention how the 
fimc vcffel which conveyed the letters tranfmitted by the fadlEor to his 
Majelly in Caftillc, conveyed others, fo artfully Wt^alcd ^at lie h;ui 
no fulpicion of them, wherein was giVi?^,a true account of all 
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his opprp/Tions, and unlawful proceedings. Thefc fads iiad alfo been 
already reported by the courts of St. Domingo, which contradided the 
accounts of the death of Cortes, and informed his MajcfVy how that 
officer was employed for his fcrvicc. The Emperor is reported to ha\'c 
declared his indignation attfve manner in wliich Cortes had been treated, 
and his, /^termination to fupport him. 


When Fra.Altamirano arrived at Truxillo, am! explained his bufi- 
nefs to Cortes, ihe i^tcr returned thanks fo heaven for having granted 
P^ace to th'at,€oUtttily.' ‘ He alfo dccUred his intention of going thither, 
iitut, that it inuft be by land, on account of the cofttrariety of the currents 
and his own bad fi:atc‘ of health. The pilots however rcprcfcntcd to 
him that the fcafon w^ favourable, it being then the month of April, 
aftd prevailed upon*him to give up his firft determination, but ftili he 
could not leave that place until the return' of Sandoval,'whom he had 
detached againft a Captain Roxas, who ferved tinder Arias, and againft 
%vhom complaints had been lodged by the natives of a diftri<9: named 
Olancho, which was difiant about fifty five leagues from Truxillo. 
Sandoval had been detached thither with feventy foldicrs; at firft the 
two parties were'upon the brink of* hoftilitics, but became afterwards 
reconciled and parted ^unicably, Roxas' and his ibldiers quitting that 
countr>% 


Sandoval was immcdiatdy rec^^ in conicqucncc of the meftage 
brought by Altamirantg^ The general appointed Captain Saavedra his 
lieutenant , in that province, and wrote at the fame time to Captain 
Luis Marin, to m^h our whold party by Itlw road of Guatimala, 
and. Captain Godoy . hc ordered to Naco^^ThcTe’ietters Saavedra mali- 
cioully TuppirdTed, for,they never hands. Cortes previous 

to his embarkation confefled to Fm jfuffi'a^^ reived the facrament, 
for he To ill th^^^ thought himfelf at the point of death. The 
wind fayourbg to he foon arrived there, 

and 
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and was joyfully received by* his former friends and acquatnhuicesi 
and a vcilel from New Spain which arrived abQUt the fame tinw» 
brought intelligence tlwt the rountry was at peace, for that the Indians 
hearing that Cortes, and wc his conquerors were living, had come 
in and fubmitted. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


6f C&rtes to Mexico; occurrences there, 
of^Jthe author to Mexico, 


Return 



l^ve itt tlic Havannah, Cortes embarked, 

and iii twelve days arrived. At the Port of Medellin,. oppofitc to the If- 
land De los 3acrifiriosi wl^Jhc difemba^ked with twenty foldicrs, and 
proceeding to the towft^itf dc tflua, wWch was diftant about 

half a league, it vgah his fortune to Kght upon u’firing of horfes and 
mules which had cphvi^ed travellers to the coaft, and which he engag¬ 
ed to take him tp Vera Cruz. He ordered thole about him to give no 
hint to any hp was, and two hours before day break arriving 

at the towni’ ihie tl^siSHy to the church the doors of which were 
juft opened. Wh^ & the chiirth filled with' people 

whom he did riot"knQiv,'-4le'b^n^ ran into the ftrcct. 

calling to the civil power to alfift him. The*alcildes, three alguazils 
and fome of the neighbours eame with arms inccmfequence Of the noife. 
Cortes was fqualid, tuid the white liabit of the reyeiend father wa:> 
dirty,.from the fea voyage, nor did any one recoUedb them until Cortes 
beg^i tp ^peaki hut as fbon as he was recognized by thenv they all 
fdllti^on theiy knees, killed his hands, and bid ham and his attendant s 
All hss old fellow fi^diors around him, and after 

sn^s, efcoittd him to the quarters of l^edro Moreno Medrano, where 
hi^ llimain^ for eight days, dunng Which time he.:was fcafted and cn- 
tciWied the inhtjbio^ Int^^g^ei^^ was to Mexico to 

git^l^^he people th^ tioejoyful Wjn^^^and Cortes Wiote to his friends 
to the fame brought hiir 

abundant 
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1 prrfjnts, and when Uc fet out for the city of Mexico 

j'Kj-Mra.i j.i was made for his accommodation. The inhabitlaints of Mefl(Er 
ic >. and of all the places roun 1 the lake ccl^ratcd hi$ return ...with fes¬ 
tivals, and thofe of Tiafcala did the (ame. ' 


Wlien he arrived at Tefciiro, where the contador caipe to wait 
upon him, bethought it proper to remain thtre for that night, and^ 
the next morning but one he entered the city, being ipbeti by ah the offi¬ 
cers, cavaliers, and other inliabitai^ts, in gtea^ ifete. ...The natives* in 
their beft drefl'es, and armed as warriprs, filial tfic lakc witb their, ca¬ 
noes; the dancing continued' in every ftr^ during the day, and at night 
the city W'as illuminated with, lights at every door. Immcdi.itely on his 
arrival he went to the monaflery of St. Frapeifeo, to Rturn thanks to 
God for all his mercies to hipfi. Fromi that he went to his magnifi¬ 
cent palace, where he was ferved and cficcmed, and feared, as a fover- 
cign prince, all the provinces making their fubmiffions, and fending* 
prefents and congratulations to him. The entry of Cortes into Mexico 
was in the month of June. He immediately ordered the arreft of thofe 
who had been moft eminent for fedition, and' faftibn, -and caufed an 
enquiry to be inftituted into thc, cbndu<51^, of,th€ two great culprits. He 
alfo arrefted one Ocapapo, who,^ been con^tpi^ in drfamatory libels, 
and a perfon of the name ol" 0<»na a .fcjiycncr. ’"This maii .who was 
very old was called the body, and foul o>f the fador. He now intended 
to proceed immediately to briPijg the fist^or to jufticc for their 

crimes, and if he had done fo no oric could have faid againft it, and it 
would have met his Majc%'Vaj^robation. This I hmrd faid by fome 
mcmliers of the royal cqui^iipl' the Indies, the Biffipp de las Cafas be¬ 
ing prefenr, in the ycaV c^pur Lord onedhoufand five hiindi^ and forty,. 
when I w.'is attending ci?'^y”owtf (^ but i^|^his infiance Cortes 
may be j uftly taxed with %bienetfpf c^ndudl. ‘ 


The reader has alhady been informed ^^i^e chlrgea brought 

s'niinft Cortes in Ciuftaie.'iiiiS of the'^s'i^Utfe Wmnil of St. 
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Domingo, of the mtct^Htlon of the D^ike of Bcjar, and the appoint¬ 
ment of Luis Ponce dc Leon. The liccritiatc at this priod of which I 
am writing, had awrivc^ at Medellin. The fuddennefs of his coming 
rather furprifeiJ Cortes, wl^ when he received the intelligence, was 
performing his devotions in the churcii of St. Francis. Me earnellly 
prayed to the Lord to guide him as (earned bcH to his holy wifdom, and 
6n coming out of the church lent an exprefs to bring him information 
t>f an particularii. In two days after, the licentiate lint him his Ma- 
je]^*s orders to leceive 'him as reiident judge in Mexico, and Cortes in 
confequfmcc.lhcrTOf difpatch<^ a prfon with a meflage of compliment, 
and dedring to. know’which of the two roads to the city he intended to 
take," that he might make fu'ch preparations as were propr for the rc- 
cepidn of a perfon of his rank.. The licentiate lent hirn back an anfwcr, 
thanking hind fqr his plite bfiers, and declaring his intention to repofe 
after the fatigues of hii Voyage for a little time, where he was. This 
* intcr\'al was biifily employed by the enemies of Cortes, who reprefented 
to the licentiate that it was his determination to put the fador and vee- 
dor to death, befoffe'his arrival, and that it was neccflliry for him to 
take good care as toiiis pwn perfon, for as to all thefe civilities of Cor¬ 
tes, they tVcrc only jitilxafidcd, by aj^rtaining the road that he intended 
to take, im j |^h e colour of prepaiation to do him honour, the more 
cffcdually toTwrcecdin his intention to aflaiTinate him. They"alfo 
mifreprefented isvcry tmifadiop"in which Cortes had been concerned. 

The perfons whom the licentiate" principally confulted were the 
alcalde major, Proano, a native of Cordova, and his brother the alcalde 
of the citadd,. named Salazar dc la Pdiradar^whb (hortly after his arri¬ 
val died of a plcurify, Marcos de Agui]^ a jiiQaitiatc or bachelor, a fol- 
dier named Bocamgra de CoHova,, l^^c^rtam fathers of the order of 
St. Domingo, the provincial of wBotii was. one Fray Thomas Ortiz. 
He had been a prior fonae where tlat i do mot mow ;.rccolled, and all 
thofc who ca]^;^tli him deJS^bid, Jun^ to be a man more fit for world¬ 
ly afiairs,tto th(^c whicli fendbrn^ his holy office. With 
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thcfc perfons the licentiate confiiltcd as to his proceeding to Mexico* 
which they all were of opinion fhould not be delayed an infbnt. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the laft meflengers difpatched by Cortes met him on the raid 
at Iztapalapa. A fumptuous banquet \vas here prepared for them* at 
which, after fevcral abundant and iViagniHcent fervices, fomc cheeie- 
cakes and cullards were placed upon the table* as great delicacies. They, 
were fo much approNcd of, and fome of the company cat of them, in 
fuch quantities, that they made them lick; but thofe who cat of them 
in moticration were not at all aficiSted, However this prior. Fray Thot- 
mas Ortiz, afferted tliat they liad been poifoned with arfenic* and that 
he had not eaten of them from a fufpicion that they were fo; but others 
'who were prefent declared, that he fhiffvd himlclf heartily with them, 
and faid that they were the bell he had ever tailed. Tin's n^w charge 
w as immediately feized on arid circulated by the enemies of Cortes, 
to throw an otliurti upon him. 

During .this time Cortes remained in Mexico; mport laid that he 
had fent a good prelent of gold to the licentiate; this 1 cannot warrant; 
but as he had ixrrfohs Aationed to bring him intelligence* on his quit-. 
ting Iztapalapa Cortes fet out to meet him, with a grand and numerous 
retinue of all the officers.and gcndehien of the city. When the two 
parties met, many civilities palled between the great men; the licentiate 
feerned to me to be well acquainted with the rules of politenefs. It was 
with great difficulty that ’Cortes could prevail upon him to take the 
right hand. On his entry into the city he proceeded to the monallcry 
of St. Francifeo, bulinefs bcipg deferred till the enfuing day. Cortes 
attended the licentiate to the palace prepared for him, where he enter¬ 
tained him moll lumptuoully, but his politenefs and graniicur of man¬ 
ner was moie linking than all thej^* infomuch that, the licentiate ob- 
ferved privately to 111*1 friends, that Cortes mull have been for a long 
time pail exercifirig himfelf in the manners of a gre^t man. . ,. 

On the enfuing day* the council of JMt^xico, and all the ci^ il and 
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fnilitaty office^,'ai3^ '^cV|Ctcr» foldtcrsf Vcre afleinblcd by order; and 

Ponce de Lcbfi produced his authority Trorn 
hiTMajcfty/Vhifch Coltfcs having'kiHcd, and placed upon his head in 
token of iUbrnifllbh/W^ idl ci^ our .obedience to, as in duty 
boun^.'iVl^he licentiate theti r^nved'and returned back the rod of juftice, 
ii^ of the fujrrcnder of the government into his hand;>, faying to 



|hat he wga alwayisf hkjppy in obeying, his Majeft>''s commands, and 
' ilu^it'was alfo a fati$la(£lidn to him, thiu be would be thereby enabled 
td'^riSv^thc falltdibod aniof his enemies. * The licentiate in 
anlwer'^'4^^^f%idt.whei^^wi^ good men, theie were alfo bad, and fuch 
was the w'dfld; bnf that to would be repaid in kind. * This was 
^ill the matcrid bufihefs ^ the day: 40n“the next, Cortes attended the 
Yummon of the Be|#, gov%nori whp,f««t it w much refpciSt, and 
they bad a confci^cc;’’att'^’hich ho one: was 'prclcnt except the prior 
Thomas Ortiiit? but'h is faid and believed that the licentiate addrclicd 



for thsCt they had b^^t^WedJ while;j:ip^$^ewly%riVed had wealth 
'htoped tipon them,; XVitlibbt ahy.Juitrp^ Cortes, to this, re¬ 

plied, th^f all bad'got Hurcs, but tliat fome of thefe it was true turned 
out much inferior to othtoPt; luiwcver it Wtt^ih his power as governor 
JlpW to fcdtfy that." The governor thet^'jaflclid tiim Iiow it happened 
that he had left Luis de Godoy w^nt in a diAant fettkment, 

when the ve^efans^'ought to hav^lxiall^'i^red to'remain and enjoy the 
comforts of^ablilhfcd uofilfllonl^ Mexico, and'^e,hew colonizations 
have Qiqrilrdd'hdy Captain Lui^ 

Marra, BeSwSd 3« Caikli^appioved Ibldicrs 

“ * * had 
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liiui Urn r.iko:i c.rc of. Currr* rcplicJ, that for bufincfs of dinner it 
V M*. urd'.r> to employ any but liis vctir.irii; but tliat tiny wouKI foon 
he cxpetflci! return to Mexico, being tltcn upon tlu ir ri»aJ tlu'ther. TIu* 
governor next aJioxl bun, rather Ibarply, about his iiupriuleiit march 
againf^ Chridoval (le Oli, un-lertakcn without his M.ii>dv’s onleis or 
pcrmifllon. To wliiclt Coitcs anfwered, that lie conii I ud it to lx* 
neceflary for liis Majelh ’s jii\icc, as the dangerous tfilets ot fuch ex¬ 
ample among ofiiiers intruded witli feparate commands might be very 
rxtenfive, and fiiat he liad, previous to fetting out, reported to his Ma- 
jedy his intention fo to do. He tlicn qucilioned Cortes as to the affair: 
of Narvaez, Garay, and Tapia, to all which Cortes gave fuch fatis- 
factory anfwcrs that the governor feemed to be well contented there¬ 
with. 

Adtr Cortex liad retired. Fray Thoma: Oitiz called on tlirce pci- 
Ton'; intimate fiieiid>. of the general, and wjtli great carnednefs told them 
the fame which he on the enfuing morning told to Cortes iumrelf; for 
coming to him at that time, and definng to fpeak to him in private, he 
tlicn aflUred him, with many protedations of friendftiip, and wiflies to 
ierve him, that the governor had fccrct orders from his Majcfty, imme¬ 
diately to behead him, and that he had thought it proper, in conform¬ 
ity with tlic duty of his facred fundlion, as well as from his private 
regard, to give him early intelligence. This friendly communication 
It may be fiippofcd gave Cortes a good deal to rededf upon; he had been 
informed of the intriguing and fimulating character of the frtar, ^nd 
was induced to think that this might he done fo induce him 
to give a bribe for his intcrccfiion. Others laid aftcrwardi that Ortiz 
a^led by the diredlions of the governor. Cortes, however, received his 
pretended friendly information with many thanks, declaring his hopes 
that his Majcfty had a different opinion of his fcrvices, tlian to proceed 
againll him in that manner, and that he had too high an opinion of the 
governor, to fuppofc he would do any thing without warrant. 
When the friar found that his tricks were not attended by the cfKct 
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that he had flattered himfelf with, heercmalned much confufcd, and 
did not know what to fay. 

The new governor iflued public notice, that all who had complaints 
to make agatnfl the former adminiflration of the country, fhould bring 
them forward, whether th^ were concerning Cortes, the civil, or the 
military officers.. In confequence of this a hoft of accufers, litigants, 
and claimants, flarted up. All the general’s private enemies brought 
accufations againfl; him; others who had really jufticc on their fide laid 
claim to what was due to them. Some alledgcd that they had not re¬ 
ceived their proper (hares of gold, others that they had not been fuffici- 
cntly rewarded, and others demanded remuneration for their horfes kil¬ 
led in the wars, although they had gotten ten times the value in gold; 
and fome demanded fatisfa€tion for pcrfonal injuries. Juft at the period 
when the governor had opened his court to give a hearing to all 
the parties, it was God’s will, and for our (ins and misfortunes, that 
he (hould be taken fuddcnly ill of a fever, and a lethargy coming on 
him he remained in that flatc four days. His thre^ phyficians then ad- 
vifed him to confefs and receive the facrament, wliich he did with 
great devotion, and appointed as his fucceflbr in the government, Mar¬ 
cos de Aguilar who had come with, him from Caflille. Some faid that 
the latter was only a bachelor and not a licentiate, and therefore incapa¬ 
ble of acSting •, however the governor left him onlers not to proceed fur¬ 
ther with the buiincis of the court, but that all (hould be laid before 
his Majefly. On the ninth day from the time he was taken ill, the 
governor gave up his bieath to our Lord. The whole city went into 
mourning on the occaflon. The military deplored his lofs with parti¬ 
cular reafon, for he certainly intended to redicfs all abufes, and to re¬ 
ward us according to our merits. 

I heard an anecdote of him, at the tinne of his death, and it was 
this. He was of a gay difpofition and fond of mu(icj to divert his 
lethargy, his attendants brought a lute, and played upon it in his apart¬ 
ment; 
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incnt; ami they faid that while they played him a favourite air, he beat 
nme to it, and jurt as it was hnifhe'd he expired. What malignities 
and Handers were now circulated againfl Cortes, by his enemies in Mex¬ 
ico ! they laid that he and Sandoval had poifoned the governor, as he 
had before done Garay. The moil bufy in this malicious af&ir was the 
friar Ortiz. It appeared as if the vclfel which brought them had been 
infected with the difeafe of which the governor died; above a hundred of 
tliofe who came in it having died at iea or after landing. All the friars 
except a very few were fwept off, and the contagion pervaded the city 
)f Mexico. 

It was the wiih of thofe who were enemies to Cortes, that the 
enquiry Oiould be proceeded on in the fame manner as was intended be¬ 
fore the death of the late governor. Cortes aiTerted his rcadinefs, pro¬ 
vided th.at the new governor Aguilar would take upon him the refpon- 
lil)iliry of adling contrary to the teftamcnf of his predccdlbr. The coun¬ 
cil ol' Mexico however infilled that Aguilar Was ineligible to that high 
fituation, on account of his age, infirmities, and other incapacities, 
which indeed were pretty evident. They therefore recommended that 
Cortes Ihould be afTociated with him, but he infilled on adhering ftri<5l- 
ly to the letter of the tdlamcnt of his predeccflbr, and Cortes was alfo 
entirely adverfe to taking any fharc of the authority, for private rcafons, 
fo that the whole weight rcfled on this poor hciflic old man, who was 
obliged to drink goat's milk, and to be fuckicd by a Caflillian woman 
to keep him alive. 

I will now go to a diilance both in time and place, to relate that 
which happened to us on our journey to Mexico from Naco, where 
we were waiting to hear from Sandoval, who was to fend us notice of 
the failing of Cortes, which intelligence we never received, Saavedra, 
I have already mentioned, malicioufly fuppreffing the letters with u hich 
he was intruflcd. 
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When our captain Marin and the teft of us found that wc were 
difappointed, in the receipt of our expected intelligence, wc determin¬ 
ed to fend a party to Truxillo to learn the truth. Accordingly ten of 
the cavalry, of which I was one, fet o.jt, and on our arrival at a place 
named Olancho, wc learned from fome Spaniards that Cortes had failed. 
This intelligence was fuun after confirmed to us in a communication we 
had with Saavedra; we therefore returned to our Captain Marin with 
the good news, and foon after wc all fet out with joyful hearts 
for Mexico. I recollcdt we threw Hones at the country wc left be¬ 
hind us. ■ 

On our way, at a placx: called Maniani, we met five foldicrs who 
had been font by Alvarado in fearch of us. They were commanded by 
one of our veterans named Diego de Villanueva, a brave foldicr. As 
foon as wc had recognized each other and ialutcd, we enquired for 
his Captain Alvarado, who, he informed us was not far diftant, and 
whom accordingly, after two days march farther, we fell in with. 
Our meeting took place at the town of Cholulteca Malalaca, and a third 
party joined us there, compofed of captains under Pedro Arias de- 
Avila, who met Alvarado’s party to adjuH fome difference aboin 
bounds. Wc remained here together for three days. Alvarado at this 
lime font one Gafpar Arias de .Avila, a confidential friend -of his to 
treat with Captain Pedro Arias, about fome particular biifinefs, 1 be¬ 
lieve relative to a marriage; for Captain P. A. de Avila feemed much 
devoted to Alvarado. 

Continuing our march, wc crofled a hoftilc country where the 
natives killed one of our foldicrs, and wounded three others. The 
want of time prevented our puniffiing them as they deferved. Further 
on, in Guatimala, they had alfo manned the paffes againft us, and wc 
were detained three days in forcing our way; here 1 received a wound 
of an arrow, but it was of little conicqucnce. Wc then arrived at the 
valley -vs here the city of Guatimala is how built, the people of which 

were 
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were all hoftilc; I rccolledl th.i; here we haJ a number of (hocks of an 
earthquake, very long in their duration, and fo violent as to throw fc* 
veral of the fuldicrs to the ground. 

When we pafled old Guatimahi, the natives had afTcmblcd to give 
us an hoftilc reception, but we drove them away before us, and took 
pofleffion of their magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that 
night, and on the enfuing day we hutted ourfelvcs on the plain, where' 
we halted for ten days; during which time Alvarado fent funtmons to 
the neighlK>uring Indians, to come in and fubmit. We delayed here 
to receive their anfwcrs, which none of them thought proper to fend. 
We then proceeded on our journey by long marches, until we rcached 
the ftation cjf Alvarado's main force, at Olintepeque. After halting 
there for fotne days we procaded on towards Mexico, by Soconuzco, 
and Teguantepeque. On this march we loft two of our Spaitiards, and 
the Mexican lord Juan Vehfqucz who h id been a chief under Guati- 
xnotzin. 

When we arrived at Guaxaca, we learned the news of the dcaiii 
of the governor Ponce de Leon. Anxioufly prefTing forward for Mex¬ 
ico, we arrived at Chaleo, from whence we fent forward mcficngcrs to 
Cortes to inform him of our approaclt, and rcqucfling that he would 
provide us good quarters, which we much required, for it was now 
two years and three months lincc we fet out upon our expedition. As 
Cortes knew of our approach, he rode out with many cavaliers to meet 
us on the caufeway, and accompany us into the city. We went on 
our arrival, to the great church, to return our thanks fo God. From 
thence we attended the general to his palace, where he had a fumptu- 
ous entertainment provided for us. Alvarado went to his rcfidcnce in 
the fortrtfs, of which he had been appointed alcalde. Luis Marin 
went to lodge with Sandoval, and I and another friend named Captain 
Ivuis Sanchez, were taken by Andrez de Tapia to his houie. Sandoval 

and 



( ) 


and all our friends, and Cortes among the reft, fent us prefents of 
neceftarics, as alfo gold and cocoa for our cxpenccs. 

On the next day my friend and I, accompanied by Sandoval and 
Andres dc Tapia, proceeded to wait upon the governor Aguilar, who 
received us with much politencfs, but declared his inability to make 
any new arrangements, the whole being left to his Majcfty*s arbitration; 

’ but that if he was authorifed, he w'ould do every thing that lay in his 
power to’givc us fatisfa^tion. At this time arrived from the Iftand of 
Cuba, Diego de Ordaz whom I have already mentioned as the circulat¬ 
or of the report of our deaths; he was feverely taxed for his impropri¬ 
ety, but moft folcmnly denied it to us, averring that he had only written 
an account of the unfortunate aftair at Xicalonga as it really happened, 
and any mifteprefentation that was made, the factor was accountable 
for; and for the truth of what he afterted he referred to his letters. 
Cortes had at this time too much bufinefs on his hands to embarrafs 
himfclf any further with this; he therefore thought proper to drop it, 
and endeavour to refeue his property, which had been difpofed of upon 
the fuppuiition of his death. A great part of it had been appropriated 
to the expences of celebrating his funeral fervice, and to the faying maf- 
ics for his foul and ours, to give credit to the report; and thefc 
perpetual mafles which had been fo purchafi:d out of the property of 
Cortes upon the fuppofttion of his death, and for Ihe good of his foul, 
were now that he was found to be alive, and no longer to be in need of 
them, purchafed by one Juan de Caccres, for the benefit of his own 
foul, whenever he was to die; fo that Cortes was more removed from 
the re-attainment of his property than ever. 

Ordas who was a wife man and one of experience in worldly aftairs, 
feeing that Cortes was neglcdlcd and had fallen in public eftimation 
fince his being fuperceded by the governor Pones de Leon, advifed him 
to afturae more confequence and a more ftately appearance than his na- 
tiual difpofition prompted him to, in order to maintain the refpe<ft that 

was 



( %A1 ) 

was due to him; but fuch wa%his natural plainncfs of manners^ that he 
never at any time liked to be called otherwilc than (imply, Cortes, and 
truly it was a great and noble name in itfeif, and as much revered as 
Caefar’s and Pompey’s in the time of the Romans, Mannibal’s among 
the Carthaginians, or in our time that of Gonzalo 1 Icrnandcz, or the moft 
valiant and ever invincible Diego Garcia de Paredes. Ordaz alfo in* 
formed Cortes of tlie report that was circulated through Mexico, of its 
being his intention to put the fadtor to death privately in jail; and he 
w'arncd him of the nun being powerfully patronifed. 

The treafurer ERrada at this time married off two of his daughters^ 
one to Jorge de Alvarado, another to Don Luis de Guzman fun to the 
Count De Cailellar. It w’as then fettled that Pedro de Alvarado Oiould 
go to Cadille to folicit the government of Guatimala, and he in the 
mean time fent his brother Jorge to that province with a force of our 
allies of different lutions, to reduce it. The governor alfo about that 
period fent a force againft the province of Chiapa under the command 
of Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman, a near relation of the duke of Me¬ 
dina Sidonia; an other to the province of Talufco under Balthafar Offb- 
rio, and a third againff the Zapotccan mountaineers under AIoqzo de 
Herrera, one of our veterans. 

After lingering for eight months, the governor Marcos de Aguilar 
gave up the ghoft, leaving by teftament the treafurer Alonzo de Eftrada 
his iucceffbr. At this time, the council of Mexico and many principal 
Spaniards were folicitous that Cortes fhould be affuciated with the trea¬ 
furer in the government, the latter appearing entirely incompetent at the 
prefent jundture, more particularly for the following rcafon. Nuno 
de Guzman who had for two years governed the province of Panuco, 
was a man of a moff; furious and tyrannical difpofftion, arbitrarily extend¬ 
ing the bounds of his jurifdidlion, and putting to death all who dared 
to oppofe his will. Thus Pedro Gonzalez de Truxillo, a perfon of no¬ 
ble condition, aflerting with truth that his dilVridt was a dependency of 

Mexico, 



( 448 ) 

Mexico, the other without any cercmoijy ordered hmi to be immedi¬ 
ately hanged, whicli was accordingly done, contmiy to all jufticc. 
He alfo put many other Spaniards to death, apparently for no rcafon 
except to make himfclf feared, and fet the authority of the governor of 
Mexico at defiance. In order therefore to curb the infolencc of Guz¬ 
man, it was the wifli of many that Cortes fliould take a fliarc in the 
government, but he was utterly adverfe to it, knowing tlic difHcultics, 
and the dangerous power and more dangerous malignity of his enemies, 
for as ufual, upon the death of Aguilar the flory was again induflri- 
oully circulated, that it was owing to poifon given him by Cortes. 

It was determined on the peremptory rcfufal of the latter, that 
Sandoval who was alguazil major, ftiould adl conjointly with the trea- 
furer, and lie was wdllingly accepted as an affociate by him. His firft 
bufinefs on entering into ofhcc was, to endeavour to bring to jufticc one 
Ruano, who had fled from Mexico for fomc crime. He fince became 
a rieli man, for, cTcaping for the prefent, he eluded jufticc altogether, 
thcmgli Sandoval did his utmoft to apprehend him. 

Certain perfons, the inveterate and atftive enemies of Cortes, now 
perfuaded the treafurer to write to Caftillc, to reprefent at court, that he 
had been compelled by the influence of Cortes, to ailbciatc Sandoval with 
him in the government, contrary to his inclination, and to his Majef- 
ty*s fervice. They by the fame opportunity tranfmitted a volume of 
malignant fulfehoods, which they had raked up againft the general, 
fuch as that he hail poifoned I.uis Ponce dc Leon, and Marcos dc Agui¬ 
lar the governors, as alfo the Addaiitado Garay, and that.he had en¬ 
deavoured to adminiftcr arftnic in cheefccakcs to a number of people at 
a fcaft. Alfo that he was plotting the fccret murders of the veedorand 
fadtor in jail. All W'hich lies were fupported by the induftry of the 
contador Albornoz, who was then in Caftillc. He was alfo charged 
ftrongly as to the death of his firft wife, and thefe things being thus 
urged, Cortes was in part judged imheard, an order being fent to releafe 
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the vccdor and fad:or, and an officer named Don Pedro dc la Cueva 
commendador major of Alcantara, was ordered to go with three hun¬ 
dred foldicrs, at the coft of Cortes, and in cafe of his guilt being prov¬ 
ed, to inftidt the punifliment of death upon him, and diftribiitc his 
property amongfl the veteran conquerors of Mexico. This was how¬ 
ever to be done under the judgment of a royal court of audience, to Ik 
prefent upon the fpot for the purpofe. All thefe pa*parations however 
ended in nothing; for neither Don Pedro de la Cueva, nor the court of 
royal audience ever arrival. 

The treafurer was -now greatly elevated by the countenance which 
he reccivcxl at court, and which he attributed to his being confidcred a 
fon of the catholic king. He difpofed of governments at his pleafure, 
fending his relation Mazariejos to make enquiry into the condiid; of 
Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman in Chiapa, where they fay more pil¬ 
lage and plunder took place than ought to have done. He alfo fent a 
force againft the Zapotccans and Minxes under one Dc Barrios, faid to 
be a brave foldier, and who had ferved in Italy. 1 do not mean Barrios 
of Seville, the brother-in-law of Cortes. This officer marched againll 
them with a hundred foldicrs, but the natives furprifed him one 
night, and killed him with feven more of the party. Such was the 
difference between us the veteran conquerors, and thefe raw half formed 
foldicrs, who did not know the arts and ftratagems of the enemy. The 
governor alfo fent a hundred of the new foldicrs, under the command 
of a particular friend named Figucro, to the province of Giwixaca. On 
his route by the Zapotccans, Figucro fell in with a captain left in com¬ 
mand there by Marcos de Aguilar, named Alonzo Herrera, and fomc 
difpute ariffng between them, fwords were drawn, Herrera wounding 
Ji^igucro, and three other foldicrs who were with him. Figucro find¬ 
ing himfelf not able to go into the field, and his foldiers not being fit 
for expeditions in the mountains, thought proper to fcarch for and 
break open the fepulchres, in which the ancient chiefs of thofe coun¬ 
tries were interred, to make ^ prize of the gold, which according to 

Mmm cuftom 



( 45<5 ) 

ciiftom was buried witli them. In this manner he colkclcd to the 
value of above one hundred thoufand crowns, and with this wealth, 
which was increafed by presents, lie fet off for Mexico, leaving the 
provinces in a worfe ftatc than he found them. From Mexico he went 
to Vera Cruz, and embarking for Caftille, the velTel in which he failed 
was loA in a gale of wind, and he ^d all his wealth went to the bot- 
ton. The bufinefs of fubjedling thefe Indians was finally left to us, the 
conquerors of Guacacualco, who at length brought them to peace, for 
their cuAolb was to fubmit during the fummer, and to break into rebel¬ 
lion as foon as the torrents made their country inacceflible. I was on 
three expeditions againA them. The town of St. Alfonfo is now built 
there, to keep them in AibjeiStion. 

When the governor heard how his friend had been maltreated by 
Figucro, he fent the officers of juAice to apprehend him; he however 
cfcaped to the rocks and woods, but they took a foldier who ufed to 
accompany him, and brought him prifoncr to Mexico, where, without 
a hearing, the governor ordered his right hand to be Aruck oA’. His 
name was Cortejo, and by birth lie was a gentleman. 

A fervant of Sandoval allb at this time wounded a fervant of the 
treafurer, in a quarrel. The treafurcr had him arrcAed, and command¬ 
ed his right hand to be cut oA*. Cortes and Sandoval Were at this time 
at a place called Quemavaca, partly from motives of prudence. On 
hearing of this infult they poAed oA' to Mexico, and it is ikid that Cor¬ 
tes ufed fuch expreffions to the treafurcr upon the fubjed;, as to put the 
latter in fear of his life. He called his friends about him to form a 
guard for his perfon, and immediately releafed the veedor and fador 
from jail. By their advice the governor was then induced to iAue an 
order, for the inAant cxpulfion of Cortes from Mexico. This being 
reprefented to Cortes, he declared his leadinefs to obey, fince it was the 
will of God, that he who had gained that city, at the expence of 
bcA blood, by day and by night, Aiould be banifhed from it, by the 
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Iiafc and unworthy; and that ht would fct out immediately, and de¬ 
mand juflicc from his Majcfty. 

Inftantly therefore quitting the city, he went to one of iiis country 
rcfidences at Cuyoacan, from whence in a few days he procecdcvi to¬ 
wards the coaft. At tins time the lady of tiu: (rcafurer, a perfon well 
worthy of memory for lur many virtues, feeing the dangerous confe- 
qu ‘nccs likely to refult from his ahfurd and arbitrar}' conditcfl, expt»ftu- 
latcd with him on it, reminding him of the many favours he had re¬ 
ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he had repaid him, and 
the many fiiends that Cortes hail. TIuTc Rprefentations arc faid to have 
operated on the mind of tlie treafurer, fo as to caulc finccrc repentance 
of the Ihps that he liaJ taken. 

At this time arrived in New Spain Fray Julian Garrios, firfl bilhop 
of Tlafcala, and w'ho in honour to our lord the moft chriftian Empenjr 
was reimed Carolenfc. When this reverend pnflatc heard of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the governor againft Cortes, he was highly difplcafed with 
them, and two days after his arrival in Mexico where he was received 
with great pomp, at the requeft of the governor, he undertook to me¬ 
diate betwixt them. M^y of thefe feditious perfons fuch as there are 
in all focicties, knowing the diflatisfadlion of Cortes, offered him their 
ferviccs if he would fet himfclf up as an independent monarch, in New 
Spain. Thefe people he immediately arreffed, threatening to put them 
to death, and he wrote dircdily to the bifhop of Tlafcala, to inform 
him of the treafon. He had alfo received ffmilar offers from Mexico, 
which hcjreated in the fame manner. The reports of wh.it was going 
on howdliK fo terrified the veedor and factor, who did not know to 
what extent Cortes might be induced to go, that they became inceffant 
in their folicitations to the governor to accelerate the departure of the 
bifhop of Tlafcala. This prelate having waited upon Cortes, and found 
every part of his condudl pcrfeAly to his fatisfadion, wrote back to 
Mexico tp inform the government there of the refult of his obfervations; 
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the unalterable determination of Cortes t® go to Old Spain, and a fevere 
cenfure from himfelf, upon the mifeondudt of thofc who had been the 
caufc of his quitting Mexico. 1 do not know whether Cortes returned 
to that city in order to arrange his private concerns, but he appointed 
feveral agents for that purpofe, tlie principal of whom was the licenti¬ 
ate Altamirano. He brought with him from Mexico many curiofitics 
of the country for his Majefty, fuch as various kinds of birds unknown 
in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of ambergris and indurated balfarn, 
and another kind that refembied oil, four Indians expert at playing the 
flick with their feet, other Indian danceis who had a manner of appear¬ 
ing as if they flew in the air, three humpbacked dwarh '»f extra* iiiiary 
deformity, and alfo fbme male and female Indians who/c- fkins were 
remarkable for their whitenefs, and who have a natural defc<51 of vifion. 
He was alfo attended by feveral young chiefs of the Tlafcalan and Mex¬ 
ican nations, whom he ronfented to take to Europe with him^ at then 
own requcfls. 
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CHAPTFR IX 






CorUs goes to Europe-, created Marquis of the Valley 
of Guaxac£L* Account of variov v IranfaEtions and occurrences 
in Old and Nexo Spain, Death and charcMcr of the Marquis- 
of the Valley. 

O^ORTICS noxv receiveil kittv-tom the prefident of the InJics, the 
Duke of Bcjar, and feveral other of his friends, informing him of the 
necclTity of his appearance in CaiVillc, to do away the malignant acciifa- 
tions of his enemies. Others alfo informed him of the death of his father 
Martin Cortes. Having performed the funeral obiequics to his father, 
he ordered two rtiips to be purchafed, which he ftored with fuch quan« 
tities of provifions of every kind, that the overplus when he arrived in 
Spain, would have fufliced for a two years voyage. 

For making then' preparations he employed his major domo who 
was named Efquival. This ofHccr crofTing the lake of Mexico to Ajrot-. 
eingo in a large canoe with fix Indian rowers and one Negro, and hav¬ 
ing fomc ingots of gold in his poflidlion, was way-laid and murdered 
tbmewhere on the lake. The in mncr of his death never was known, 
neither canoe, Indians, or Negro, ever being traced. The body of 
Efquival was found four days after in a fmall iiland, half eaten by birds 
of pny. There were many fufpicions entertained about this aB^r; the 
man was faid to be a great boaftcr of the favours he received from the 
ladies. There were alfo other bad (lories told of him, which gave rife 
lo fufpicions of fuch a nature as 1 caimot relate; no great enquiry was 
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fnade as to his death, God pardon him his (ins! Cortes appointed other 
officers to omiplete the preparations for his voyage. He oficred by pro- 
damation a free |»ilage to all fuch Spaniards as obtained a permifllon 
from the government to go to Caftille, and a fupply provifions to 
them on the vc^ge. 

All things being ready, and having confefled and comulgated, he 
embarked in company with Sandoval, Tapia, and other cavaliers, and 
after a voyage of forty one days arrived in Europe, difembarking near 
the town of Palos i as foon as he fet his foot on (hoK he fell on his 
knees, to return thanks to God for his mercies. His arrival in Old 
Spain was in the month of December in the year one thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and twenty (even. To good fortune fucceeded grief, by the death 
of the brave Captain Sandoval, after a lingering ilcknefs, at his lodg¬ 
ings in the houfe of a rope maker at Palos, who, in his prefence, rob¬ 
bed him of thirteen bars of gold. This rogue perceiving his weak (itu- 
ation, (ent his (ervants on a pretended medage from Sandoval to Cortes, 
who w^ then at Nuedra Senora de la Ravida, and having the houfe to 
himfelf, went into Sandoval’s room, and breaking open his ched, took 
out the gold, while our poor friend lay in bed unable to redd him, and 
apprehendve, if he made any outcry, that the fellow would fmother 
him in the bedclothes. As foon as he had got the gold he made his 
efcape with it into Portugal, where he could not be purfued. Cortes 
(hordy after arrived, and wis informed of what had happened, but 
purfuit was too late. Sandoval then grew vforfe every hour, and the 
phydeians recommended confeidon; which being done, and having 
received the holy facrament, in a diort time after he gave up the ghod, 
but not before he had made a will, whereby he left his property to a 
ffikr who afterwards married a natural fon of the Count de Mcdelin. 
Sandoval died univerfally regretted. His funeral was attended by a great 
train of mourners, among whom was Cortes. God pardon him his 
dnsl amen. 


Cortes 
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Cort'js font an cxprcfs to |^is Majcfty, and alfo to his patrons at 
court, informing them of his arrival, and alfo of the death of his friend 
Sandoval, whofc merits and fervicca were known to his Majefty, and 
for whofe lofs he was plcafcd to cxprcfs great regret. The Duke of 
Bejar and the Count of Aguilar, on receiving the intelligence, waited 
on his Majefty, but found him in poflcfTion of it by the letter of Cortes. 
His Majefty feemed to have at prefent a convi«5lion of that officer’s loy¬ 
alty, for which his friend the Duke of Bejar had been three times obli¬ 
ged to engage his life, for he was pleal'ed to order that in all the cities 
and towns through which Cortes pafled, he fliould be*rcecLvcd with 
the higheft honour. 

When he arrived at Seville he was entertained there by the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia, who made him a prefent of feveral beautiful horles. 
From thence he proceeded, to aticnti the nine days devotions to our Lady 
of Guadeloupe. Donna Maria, wife of the commendador Don Fran- 
eifeo de los Cobos, with many other ladies of great rank arrived at the 
fame time. As foon as Cortes had paid his ilevotions, given charity to 
the poor, and ordered mafs to be faid, he went attended by all his re¬ 
tinue of cavaliers to pay his refpeifts to Donna Maria, the beautiful lady 
her lifter, and the many others of diftinguiftied rank who were in her 
company. Here Cortes had an opportunity of exhibiting that polite- 
nefs, gallantry, and gencrolity, in which he furpafleJ all men. Ho 
made prefents of golden ornaments of great value, to all, but more cf- 
pecialiy to Donna Maria and her filler: and to each lady he gave a pen- 
ache of green feathers, richly ornamented with gold. He then produ¬ 
ced his Indian dancers who threw the Hick from one foot to another, 
to tiie altontliimcnt of the fpet^lators, and in addition to all this, undcr- 
llanding that one of the mules belonging to the lifter of Donna Maria 
was unable to travel, he caulcd to be purchafed for her two of the fincll 
that could be procured for money. He allb waited the departure of thofe. 
ladies for the court, attending them upon the journey and providing 
magnificent entertainments for them, the honours of which he did 
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with a grace peculiar to himfelf, inromu|;:h that Donna Maria dc Men* 
doza began to entertain thoughts of an alliance between her (ifler and 
Cortes. However in marriages as in other cafes it is the hand of God 
which leads us, and therefore no more need be faid upon the fubjeft. 
Donna Maria was fo taken with the politenefs and generofity of Cortes, 
that (he wrote to the commendador of Leon faying, that the fame of 
Cortes and his heroic actions was far fhort of the judgment which muft 
be formed of him, by thofe who had the good fortune of his acquain* 
tance, and brought over her hulband completely to his intcreft. 

When our general arrived at court, his Majefty was pleafed to 
appoint the apartments to receive him, and his friends came out in a 
body to meet him on the road. On the enfuing day he went by per- 
mifllon to throw himfelf at his Majefty’s feet, being attended by the 
Duke of Bejar, the admiral of the Indies, and the commendador of 
Leon. His Majefty commanded him to rife, and Cortes, after a ftiort 
enumeration of his fcrvices, and vindication of his condud: from the 
afperfions of his enemies, prefented a memorial wherein the whole was 
fully detailed. His Majefty having received it, commanded him to 
rife, and immediately honoured him with the title of Marquis del Valle, 
and the order of St. Jago. He alfo gave him an eftatc to maintain his 
new dignity, and confirmed him captain general of New Spain and of 
the fouth feas. Cortes, thus loaded with honours, retired from the 
royal prcfencc to receive in a few days a ftill greater than all. Shortly 
after his arrival in Toledo he fell dangeroufly ill; when the Emperor 
heard it, he did him the honour of paying him a vifit in perfon. He 
however recovered in a fhort time, and the particular favour of his 
Majefty encouraged him to alTume a rank and character equal to his 
high title. One funday that his Majefty was at mafs in the cathedral, 
and feated according to cuftom with his nobility each in his proper fla- 
tion, Cortes, dcfignedly as it is faid, came there late, and after all were 
feated; and palling before the whole of them, took his place next to 
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the Ct)unt (Ic Nafao, who waj ncarcfl to the F.mfvror. This gave 
great offence to many though others faid it was by the Kmperor’s ilrffrc. 
Indeed Cortes began to feel his elevation fo much, that it made him 
not hold fomc of his former patrons in the effimation he ought, 
all his attention being beffowed on the Duke ofjkjar, the Count dc 
Nafio, and the admiral. Thinking that now the ball was at lus foot 
with the fupport of fuch great men, he applied to the Emperor for the 
government of New Spain; this requeff, though fupported by liis 
patrons, did not fuccccd, his Majeffy thinking he had done fufli- 
cicntly and that fomc of his attention was due to thofc conquerors, by 
whole affiflanee he had gained that country. From this time Coifes 
did not feem fo much in favour as bcfoie. 

His Majeffy was then proceeding on his Journey to hd.inder''. After 
his departure, the marriage took place between the Marquis del Valle, 
and Donna Juana dc Zuniga, t)u which ocrafion he prefented his lady 
with the moft: magnificent jewels that ever had b(x*n in Caffillc. Her 
Majeffy Que-en Ifabclla, from the account given by the lapidaries, cx- 
prelTed a wifh to have fome, which Cortes accortlingly prefented her 
w'ith, but it is (aid that they were not fo fine or fo valuable as thofc 
which he gave to his lady. 

I will now relate fomc other circumftanccs, fuch as I have heard 
concerning him while he refided in Caffillc. One was, that Queen 
Ifabclla was not his friend on account of the appearances of ingratitude 
in his condiuff to his patrons, and alfo in confequcnce of the inferiority 
of the prefents which he made her. However ffie ordered in the Em¬ 
peror’s abfcncc, that he ffiould have every fupport from the council of 
the Indies. Cortes at this time obtained permiflion to fit out two ffiips 
on a voyage of difcovery to the fouth fcas, with a condition' that he 
ffiould enjoy certain rights and revenues from whatever lands were acqui¬ 
red to the crown of Spain. Don Pedro de la Cueva was at this time at 
court; this was the officer who was to have gone to Mexico to try, and 
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if found guilty, to execute Cortes. Th^ were now on the moA ami¬ 
cable and intimate footing. Don Pedro told him that even his innocence 
would have been fufficiently expcnlivc to him, as the coAs of the expe¬ 
dition, which he mu A have paid, amounted to upwards of three hun¬ 
dred thoufand crowns. All thofe, and other particulars we received an 
account of in private letters, as w'cll from the Marquis del Valle, as from 
other perfons. He now fent a gentleman to Rome, to kifs tlic feet of 
his Holincfs Pope Ckment, and with a rich prefent of gold, filver, and 
Jewels. He allb fent fomc of the Indians who played with the Aick, 
and a full memorial ortdl circumAanccs concerning the newly difeovered 
country. He alfo took this opportunity to fupplicatc for a partial remif- 
Aon of the tithes of New Spain. 

This gentleman, Juan dc Herrada, was a brave foldicr, who at¬ 
tended Cortes in Ins expedition to Honduras. After he returned from 
Europe he went to Peru, where Don Diego de Almagro left him in the 
oAicc of governor to his fon. He was highly in the cwfidencc of this 
family, and ferved as MacAre de Campo to the young Almagro; he 
w'as alfo captain of the party which killed Don Krancifeo Pizajro the 
elder. 


His Holincfs on the receipt of the letters returned thanks to God 
for the opportunity of making fo many thoufand converts to the holy 
faith. He alAi praifed the ferviccs rendered by us, to the church and 
our monarch, and fent us bulls of indulgence from penalties of our tins, 
with others for churches and hufpitals. In regard to the tithes, I do 
not know what was done. The Indians were brought to dance before 
his Holinefs and the cardinals, who cxpreAcd their high latisfadion at 
their performances. After Herrada had concluded bis bulinefs at Rome, 
he returned with a liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him 
the title and rank of count palatine, and wrote by him, AronglyrcqueA- 
ing for him a grant of a con/iderable plantation in New Spain, which 
ire never received, and in conlcquence went to Peru. 


While 
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While Cortes was ill Caftillc, the inciiikTs t>f the royal court of 
aiulicnce arrived in Mexico. *Nuno dc Guzman fimneily governor of 
Panuco was the prcfidcnt. The Oydors were, foiii liantiates, hy name 
Matienzo, Delgadillo, Maldonado, (I do not mean Alonzo Maldonado 
the good who was governor of Guatimala) and Parada. Thefe magir> 
tmtes from their lirft arri\al fhewed a determination to do jufticc. They 
were armed with greater powers than any officers ever fent by his 
Majefty to New Spain. Tlicy were alfo intruHed witli the manage¬ 
ment of the final partition of landed property, wherein his Majefty had 
particidarly charged them to take care of the intcrcfVs of the conquerors. 
On their arrwal, they iffiicd a proclamation, requiring the attendance 
of an agent from each fettlcmcnt, with memorials and returns of the 
fcvcral diftridfs. The agents all arrived in the courfc of a few ebys. I 
was then in Mexico on my office of procurador findico of the town of 
Cuacacualco j I polled off to the laft mentioned place, in order to at¬ 
tend at the cledlion of the agents, about which- there was a violent con* 
tcfl but plurality of voices decided it in favour of Captain Luis Marin 
and myfelf. When we arrived at Mexico we found that two of the 
oydors were dead of pleuriilcs, and that the faiffor Salazar had acquired 
fo complete an afccndency over the others, that they did nothing but as 
he advifed them. It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico ; 
the death of the two oydors w'ould have been certainly laid to his 
charge. 

The agents now called loudly for a final repartition; but the factor 
had perfuaded the prefident and oydors, not to agree to that which 
would be a diminution of their influence, hy taking fo much patronage 
out of their hands. It was alfo fettle, that Salazar fliould go to Europe 
to folkit the government of New Spain for tlie prcfidcnt Guzman. He 
aiflually failed, but being overtaken by a ftorm was fhlpwrecktxl on the 
coall near Guacacualco, from whence he returned ta Mexico. The 
treafuier Ellrada died in a (hort time after his being fuperfeded, which 
he was more by his own tamenefs than from any right they could prove 
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from his Majcfty’s orders, for they were, that he fhould govern fulcly; 
nor was any thing faid of aiTociaring Guzman with him; whereas the 
latter ufurped the government to himfclf entirely, from the time he was 
appointed prefident of^ the court. He was much regretted by all, hav¬ 
ing conduced himfclf in fuch a manner as to give univerfal fatisfa€lion, 
nor would he jiave wanted fupport if he had inliilcd on maintaining 
his office, 

A commiffion was appointed at Guatimala, where Jorge dc Alva¬ 
rado was ellablifhcd, but 1 do not know the rcfult of it. 

In Mexico they proceeded with giwit feverity againft the Marquis 
del Valle. The fadlor cfpecially took the opportunity to revile and 
flander him in the grofleft manner, and fouleft expreffions. The Mar¬ 
quis’s friend the licentiate Altamarano remonftrated with the court uj)on 
thefc indecencies, but to no good effect, for the fadlor, countenanced 
by Guzman and the reft, became more abufive than before. The court 
w'as thereby thrown into confufton; for Altamirano was at laft fo pro¬ 
voked as to draw his poniard, and would have put the factor to death 
had it not been for the interference of thofc prefent. Altimirano was 
carried to the fortrefs, the other was lent to his houfe, and the whole 
city was in an uproar. The licentiate, upon our fupplication, was at 
the end of three days rclcaied from confinement, and the prefent matter 
was made up; but a greater ftorm fucceeded, for at this time there arri¬ 
ved in Mexico one Zavalos, a relation of the Captain Pamtillo de 
Narv'aez, who had been fent by the wife of the latter in quell of her 
hufband, who had gone as governor to the river of Palmas, and was 
fuppofed to have been loft or dead. When Zavalos arrived in Mexico, 
inftigated as is fuppofed by the members of the court, he lodged inform¬ 
ations againft all the foldiers of Cortes who had been concerned in the 
attack upon Narvaez. Of courfc nearly the whole of us who were m 
the city, and myfelf amongft the reft, amounting in all to about two 
hundred and fifty, were appahended, brought to trial, and convicted. 

We 



( ) 

Wc were fcntcnced to pay a finj: of a certain quantify of gold, and to be 
banifhed to the diftance of five leagues from Mexico. I lowevcr the 
fcntencc was but flightly enforced, the banifhmcnt being reitiittcd and 
very tew paying the fine. 

The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a new ground of 
attack againfl him, whicli was, that he had embezzled the treafurc of 
Montezuma and Guatimotzin, and that he was anfwcrablc to the fol- 
tliers, not only for tlwt which he had appropriated to his own ufe, but 
alfo for that which he had font to Europe as a prefent to his Majefty, 
and which had been captured by the corfair Juan Florin. A long ca¬ 
talogue o.^ otlier demands followeil, every one of which lie W'as con¬ 
demned up.ju, and his property fold for the payment. One Juan Xu- 
arci his bnaher-in-law was alfo at this time brought forward, to demand 
jiifiicc in open court for the murder of his fifter Donna Catalina, offer¬ 
ing to produce witneffes of the manner of her death. Many of us the 
friends of the Marquis, fixing the attacks that were made againfl him, 
met by appointpaent and under the licence of an alcalde, at the houfeof 
one Garcia Holguin, where we entered into a refolution to renounce all 
claim to the treafurc; but when tlic oydors heard our bufiuefs, they 
ordered us all to be arrelied, as they alleged, for meeting v.'ithout per- 
mifilon. We produced to them the licence which we had obtaincxi 
for the purpofe, hut the)', to keep up appearances, banifhed us to the 
diilance of five leagvics from Mexico. Wc w'erc however allowed to re¬ 
turn ; though we flill thought ourfclvcs hardly treated enough. 

New matter for confufion was now brought forward; a proclama¬ 
tion was iffued that all perfons of Indian defeent, or of that of Moors, 
who had been burned or * enfanlicnited by the holy inquifition, as far as 
the fourth degree from their anctfrors who had thus fufflrcd, fhould 
quit New Spain within four months from the date thereof, on pain of 
lofing one half of their properties. It was mofl wonderful to fee what 
hofts of accufers and informers flartcd up at once on this occafion, and 
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what flanders and infamies were brougI)t forward. At iaft it ended in 
the cxptiliion of two individuals. 

The court was generous in fulfilling his Majdly's comnunds. in 
rcj^rd to the old conquerors, who were all well provided for; the great- 
ell error it committed was, the cxcelTivc liccnfe given to the branding 
(laves. So many were made in the province of Panuco that it Ixxamc 
almoft depopulated. The prefident Guzman, who was of a noble and 
liberal difpolition, made a new year's gift of a whole diftridl named 
<Tuazpaltcpcquc, to Albornoz who was newly returned from Spain. 
He brought with him his Majclly's patent, under which he created 
feme fugar works in Cempoal, which went to ruin after a few years. 
The oydor Delgadillo was cenfured on account of his free gifts, for it 
was noticed tliat fome rent was referved to himfclf in them, and the 
confequent extortions and oppreflions of thofe he patronifed were excef- 
live. The condud: of Guzman was equally rcprehenfible; as to the 
other oydor, Matienzo, he was fuperannuated. The abufes of this court 
came at length to fuch an excefs, that it was thought^ proper by the 
higher powers in Europe, completely to fupcrcedc it, and fubflitute 
one compofetl of perfons of more diicretion. Old Matienzo who was 
the lead objcdionable, was font to Panuco to enquire into and remedy 
the abuf^ which had been. committed there. This officer ordered 
accounts or lifts of the ilavcs to be drawn out, to prevent them 
from being arbitrarily tranfpurtcd from one province to another, and he 
revoked the grants which the prefident and the other oydor had made 
to their friends and clients, beftovving the plantations upon thofe per¬ 
fons who were pointed out by his Majefty's inftriwftions. Every one 
then who had acquired the plantations which the)' were to deliver ■ up, 
infifted that they had been granted as a reward of former merits, the 
proofs of which they endeavoured to adduce, and utterly difdaimed all 
patronage or protedion from the prefident and oydor. The confufion 
was extreme. However many if not almoft all fuccccded in keeping 
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what they had got, the only perfons deprived being Albomoz of' iu^ 
new year’s gift, one V^illarocl, and Villegas. 

As foon as the members of the court licard that they were to Ik 
iuperceded, they rcfolvcd to difpatch agents to Caflillc with plenty of 
wjtncflcs, fuch as were fit and well prepared for their purpofe, to vouch 
for the propriety of their conduct. It was determined to proceed to the 
election of the agents who were to be font cm this occafion, and for this 
purpofe all the veteran conquerors, with many other perfons of confidcr- 
ation, met in the great church, where the perfon was to be chofen by 
vote. Guzman and the oydors recommended the fatSkor Salazar, and 
althougli they had committed fbmc improprieties, yet as they liad ^j^n 
the main adtal fo well by us in the diftribution of property, we were 
nil well inclined to vote for the perfon recommended by them, and 
which they expedked us to do. When we had all afTcmbled for the 
purpofe in the great church, there tvas fuch a noife and outcry fet up 
by perfons who had no huhnefs there, but had crouded in, that it w'as 
hardly pofiiblc to proceed to the cledkion. It was ordered tliat all who 
had not been fummoned fliould quit the place, but it was to no efiedk; 
they would not go, and at lafk the qiicfkion was obliged to be put to the 
whole. Sine*: thofc who had no bufinefs there would neither quit the 
place nor be filent, it may he judged what kind of an eledkion it was. 
When we perceived how matters were going, it was agret^ amongfl 
us to adjourn until the following day, at the houfc of the prcfldent of 
the council, and none were fummoned but perfons of one way of think¬ 
ing. Of courfe it was amicably decided. In confcqucnce of an adjiifk - 
ment, two agents were to be chofen, one, Anthonio de*CarvajaI, on 
the part of the oydors, and another, Bernardino Vafqucz de Tapia, on 
that of Cortes. However it appeared, to me that both were equally de¬ 
voted to the views of the prefident; and. it was natural enough, for 
the latter had rendered much more fervicc to our interefl in his fhort 
time, than Cortes had.done during the long period of his power. But 
fuch is the xutural loyalty of the Spaniards, that we were more attached 
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to Cortes, from liis having been our captain, than he was to our inter- 
t/ls, although he had his Mujtily’s orders to attend to them. Ot this 
a proof now occurred, for the prc/idcnt and oydors intrigued tor an ap¬ 
plication to be made to his MajcAy, in maimer of a petition, againll 
the appointment or return of Cortes to New Spain, at any tutiue tune. 
The grounds upon which they moved it were, the dangers tliat would 
occur from public diAjurbanccs and factions, which might end m tl\e 
lof. t)f the Csiuntry. This we oppofal with all oiur might, and Alva¬ 
rado, being at this time arrived in Mexico with the oflicc of govern >r 
and adelantado of Guatimala, and a commandcry of St. Jago, it wa-= 
agreed iKtwien him and the friends of Cortes, to lay before his Niajtfty 
a JJatement of the wlioJe aflair, with the views of the members of the 
ciumcil; and it hereby appearing to the fiipreme court of the Indies, 
that all thele meafurcs were guided by paflion and intereA, it confirmed 
the original determination to fupcrccde Guzman and the oydors. The 
prefence ot Cortes in Spain alfo at this period was highly favourable 
to his inteieAs, and he now was rapidly proceeding to the pinnacle of 
his fortune. 

When Nuno dc Guzman had received certain intelligence from 
Old Spain of his being fuperceded, he determined to go upon an expe¬ 
dition to the province of Xalifco, now called New Gallicia. For this 
purpofc he colledlcd the grcatcA force that he was able in Mexico, partly 
of volunteers, and partly of fuch as he compelled to join him by the 
weight of power of which he was not yet deprived. Thofe who did 
not Arrve pcrfonally he compelled to find, or pay for fubAitutc.s, and 
thofe who had horfes were obliged to give them for half their value. 
He brought with him a number of Mexicans as foldiers, or to convey 
his baggage, and cruelly opprcAed the provinces through which he 
paAcxi. In Mcchoacan he obtained a great quantity of gold, which 
the inhabitants liad colleifled and amaAcd for ages paA; it was much 
lowered in value by a mixture of fiivcr. The unfortunate chief of the 
province, not being able to gratify his avarice to its full extent, he firA 
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commanded him to be put to tbp torture by burning his feet, and after¬ 
wards upon foinc trifling and falfc allegations caufed him to l>c hanged, 
which was one of the wickedefl: and crucllcfl adtions ever commiltni 
by an oflicer, and as fuch it was confldcred by every Spaniard in his 
army. I fc brought from this province alfo a number of natives loaded 
with booty, to the city of Compoflcllo, which he founded at a heavy 
expence to his Majefly and the inhabitants of Mexico. Here Gu/man 
remained until his arreft. 

As I have before related, in confcquencc of the injuflicc pradtifed 
by the former court of audience, his Majefly was plcafed to fupprefs it 
and cancel all its grants. He alfo appointed a new one, compofed of 
wife and upright members, whereof D. Sebaflian Ramirez dc Villacf- 
cafa bijfhop of St. Domingo w'as prefident, and the licentiates Maldo¬ 
nado dc Salamanca, Zainos dc Toro, V^afeo dc Quiroga dc Mad»igal 
afterwards bifliop of Mcchoacan, and Solomon dc Madrid wcrcoydors. 
Thefe officers being arrived, the court opened its fittings, which was 
notified by a proclamation, in confcquencc whereof there aflcmbled fuch 
crouds of complainants, from city, towns, and country, of all deferip- 
tions, fettlcrs, agents, and native chiefs, allcdging a^ls of partiality 
and opprcfifion againfl the former court, and demanding jufticc, that 
the members were quite aftoniflicd. The demands of the agents of 
Cortes for what had been unjuftly alienated from him, if they had 
been all to be now repaid, would have amounted to above two hundred 
thoufand crowns. Nuno dc Guzman being abfent, the whole blame 
was laid upon him by the other members of the old court, whoallcdged 
that they were compelled to adb as he thought proper to order them. 
He was accordingly fummoned to appear, which he did not think pro¬ 
per to do, and in the prefent circumfenccs it was judged moft expedi¬ 
ent to refer the affeir to the fupreme court in Europe; which being 
done, a civil officer named Torre, a licentiate and native of Badajos, 
was fent with full power, to the province of Xalifco, and with orders 
to tianfmit Guzman to Mexico and commit him to the common goal. 
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He had alfo a commiffion lo indemnify^ us in the cofts which we Iwul 
l)ccn fined upon the affair of Narvaez, and thofc at the time that we 
were arrefted, as I have already related. But 1 will now take leave for 
the prefent of tlic licentiate Torre, and return to the affairs of the 
court. 

The properties of Delgadillo and Matienzo were fold to pay iIjc 
damages of tht)fe who had gained their caufci againft them, atul their 
perfons were imprifoned for the deficiency. A brother of Delgadillo 
wlio was alcalde major in Guaxaca, was fined and imprifoned for tlu 
fame rcaf«)ii; he died in jail, as did another who was alcalde amongft 
the Zapotecans, and ccrtiiinly the new judges were fo wife and juft, 
that they confidered nothing but what was in compliance with the will 
of God arul his Majefty, They alfo (hewed a laudable anxiety for the 
converfion of the Indians to our holy faith, and immediately prohibited 
the branding them for (laves, ami made many other good regulations. 
After four years thus employed, the oydors Solomon and Zaynos peti¬ 
tioned for leave to retire, being both of an advanced age, and very 
wealthy, and his Majefty in confidcration of their eminent (crviccs, 
W'as pleaiied to grant their requeflt. The prefident alfo, by command o( 
his MajcAy, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the affairs of 
this country. He was then bilhop of St. Domingo, but was advanced 
in fucccinon through the fees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenm, with fuch 
celerity, that the bulls had hardly a day’s interval between them. He 
was alfo prefident of the royal chancery of Valladolid, and while in pof- 
feffion of thelc honours he was feized by death, and placed in glory 
among tlic virtuous, according to the promife of our holy faith, for he 
was a true and upright judge. He had been before his promotion to a 
bilhopric, inquifitor in Seville, The good c<mdu€t of the oydor Mal¬ 
donado was rew arded with the government of the provinces of Guati- 
mala, Honduras, and Viragua, and with the title of adelantado of 
Yucatan, and the oydor Quiroga obtained the bi(hopric of Mechoacan. 
Such were the rewards of the good judges! Delgadillo sind Matienzo 
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jetlirncil u> CaOillc in poverty, whcic, as 1 have lic;ird, they di-jd iii 
the courfc of two or thicc years. 

At tills time his Majerty was ple-afcti to appoint to the vuv-royalty 
of New Spain, thc-nuift illuilrioiis and woithy cavalier of praife worthy 
memory, D. Anthonio de Mendoza brother to the Marquis of Mon- 
tejar. I’hcre allb came as oydors the do(5lor Quefada, the licentiate 
Tejada de Lo^rono, and the licentiate Loayfa native of Cuidad Keal; 
he was an old man, and flayed three or four years in Mexico; and du¬ 
ring that time ha\ ing colledled a gfx>d fum of money, he took his leave 
of the countiy at the expiration of it, and returned to his home, 'I’herc 
was .alfo another licentiate who came out as oytior, who was named 
Santillana; but the licentiate Maldonado had not then vacated liis ofKcr. 
All were excellent magiflratcs. As foon as they had o|x.*ned the court, 
free enquiry was proclaimed into the conducM of their predecefl'ors, which 
was found to be in every rcfpeil: confonmble to juflice. 

The Viceroy, on his arrival, knowing that the licentiate Torre was 
lent out with orders to arreft Nuno de Guzman, to favc Guzman from 
that infult fent to him to come to Mexico, which he having complied 
with, the V^iccroy affigned him apartments in his palace, and treated 
him with much politenefs. Juft about this time Torre arrived with 
his Majefty’s orders to arreft Guzman, but with diredtions to commu¬ 
nicate them to the Viceroy. It fc^ms that the licentiate did not find the 
fupport to his ftrong mcafures that he expedted, and this exafperating 
his natural violence, he in coniequence went to the Viceroy's palace, and 
there furioufly feized, and dragged Guzman to the common jail, faying 
he did it by his Majefty’s order, and that he cared for nothing further. 
Here Guzman remained for fcveral days, and was at laft releafed on the 
interceflion of the Viceroy. It was well known that Torre had ftrong 
powers given to him to a<ft diferetionarily in regard to Guzman. 


This licentiate w'as much addidted to card playing, although he 
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did not game deeply, playing only at triumpho and primero for paftime. 
His propenfity being however well known, fome friend of Guzman’s 
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into ridicule, and the 
method which was taken to do it was as follows. The civilians at 
that time wore gowns with loolc hanging fleeves, into one of w hith 
fomebody malicioufly put a pack of cards, and contrived it in fuch a 
manner, that as Torre was walking acrofs the crouded fquarc of Mexico, 
in company with fcveral perfons of qualit)>', a dexterous twitch being 
given, the cards began to drop from his fleeve, leaving a long trail of 
them after liim as he went on. Thofe who faw it laujjhcd and called 
the attention of others to the cards corning out of the licentiate’s fleeve; 
but when lie found out what the joke was, and that he was the fubjcdl 
of it, being naturally choleric, it enraged him exceedingly, and he 
went oft faying lie faw clearly it was their intention to prevent his do- 
ing jufticc, but he would, though he died for it; and that his Majefty 
fhould know the indignity that had been offered to his officer. Either 
from vexation, or a calenture natural to the climate, with which he was 
feized juft after this, he died in the coiirfe of a few days, w’hereby 
the affair of Guzman, luckily for him, w'as refpited for the prefent. 

Cortes having now been a long time in Caflillc, married to the 
niece of the Duke of Bejar, advanced to the rank of marquis, captain ge¬ 
neral of New Spain, and admiral of the South Seas, be^mc anxious to 
return to his eftates in this country. He now embarked from Old Spain 
with his family and twelve reverend fathers of the order of mercy, and 
after a profperous voyage arrived at the port of Vera Cruz, where he 
did not experience the kind of reception he formerly met with. From 
thence he proceeded to Mexico, to prefent his patents to the Viceroy, 
and enter upon his offices. He alfo at this time made application upon 
a particular point relative to his Majefty’s grant of lands and towns. 
This point, which I do not well underftand, I muft: leave to better 
judges. The grant ran thus; mentioning the diftri^, it enumerated 
the inhabitants, by thd word “vecinos,” or neighbours, confidered to 
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belong to it, and who were to be his tributaries. Cortes iinderilood 
that the head of the family only was conlidcrcd as the vaHal or vecino,” 
or that one only ftiould be counted for each houfc, but the oydor, do<5lor 
Quezawia wlio was fent to allot his dirtridl, infifled that every male 
adult, mailer or head of family, fon, fervant, or flave, was to lx* counted 
in the number, and as there were frequently twelve or fifteen of thofc 
to one lioufe, the Marquis was much difappointed, and fevcral lawfuits 
enfued. The matter was reported to his Maje/ly, but continued in 
fufpcncc for fevcral years, during which time the Marquis received his 
lull rents, without any molellation. He retired lo a place upon his 
eftate namcil Qucrnavav''a, where he cHablilhed his refidenee, never 
returning to Mexico. 

While Marcos de Aguilar had the government of New Spain, the 
Marquis del Valle fitted out four Ihips at Zacatula. They were well 
provided, loaded with various articles of merchandize, and commanded 
hy .'Mvarado de Sa.ivedra, who with two hundred and fifty foldiers took 
his courfc for the Molucca and Spice Iflands, and China. This was by 
his MajeAy's command, as I can tellify, the royal letters having been 
flrjwn to me and many others. He was further ordered to caufe fcarch 
to be made during the courfc of his voyage, for a fquadron which had 
failed from CaAillc for China, under tlic command of Don Garcia de 
Loayfa, commander of Sr. John of R hodcs. At the time that Saave¬ 
dra was preparing for his expedition, a vdlcl arrived belonging to this 
Acer, from the pilot and crew of which Saavedra acquired all the infor¬ 
mation he wanted, and taking one pilot and two lailors from this vcAcl 
with him, he fet (ail in December, of one thoufind five hundred and 
twenty feven or twenty eight, and fuAained many misfortunes, hard- 
fliips, and Ioffes, in the way to the Molucca Iflands. I do not know the 
particulars, but in three years afterwards I met with a failor who had 
been on board this fleet, and who told me many Arange and furprifing 
things of the cities and nations he had feen, during his voyage. Thefe 
are the countries to which they are now fending expeditions from 
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Mexico. I alfo heard that the Portugueze had made prifoncr Saavedra 
or fume of his people, and brought them to CaftilJc. 

In the month of May, one thoufand five hundred and thirty two, 
the Marquis del Valle fent two fhips from the port of Acapulco, to 
make difeoverics in the S<mth Seas. They were commanded by a cap¬ 
tain named Diego Hurtado dc Mendoza, who, without going far to 
fest, or doing any thing worlliy of relating, had the misfortune of a 
mutiny among the troops, in confequcnce whereof, one (hip, of which 
the mutineers took poflrefllon, as is faid, but very improbably, by the 
approbation of Hurtado himfelf, returned to New Spain, to the great 
difnppointment of Cortes. As for Hurtado, neither he nor his vcflcl 
were ever more heard of. 

After this, Cortes fent off two other vcflcls, one of wiiit h was 
commanded by a gentleman named Diego Bezerra de Mendoza; he was 
of the Bezerras of Badajos or Merida; the other was commanded by 
one Hernando de Grijalva. The principal pilot was one Ximenes, a 
Bifeayan, and a great colniographer. The orders from the Marquis 
were, firft to go in fearch of Hurtado, and in cafe of not finding him, 
to go upon a voyage of difeovery of new iflands, cfpecially thofe which 
were reported to be rich in pearls. The Bifeayan pilot, before they 
failed, was always telling the others how he would bring them to coun¬ 
tries where they (liould all make their fortunes. Many were weak 
enough to believe him. The firft night after they left the port of Gu- 
antepeque, a gale of w ind rofe and feparated the veflcls, which never 
.afterwards joined company, Grijalva not choofing to be under the com¬ 
mand of Bezerra, who was very Iraughty. He had alfo another motive, 
in wilhing to keep the merit of any difeoverics he fhould make, to him¬ 
felf. After failing two hundred leagues, he came to an ifland which 
was uninhabited, and which he named Santo Tomci Bezerro and his 
pilot Ximines had a quar,rcl upon their voyage, and the former having 
made himfelf very odious by his domineering difpofition, the pilot 
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fomutl a plot for the analllnation of him atul fcveral more, which he 
put ill execution one night as the captain aiivl the othcrsi were fleeping. 
I'he languinary views of the confpir.itors went much farther, but the 
intercefhon of two Francilcan friars faved the lives of many who were 
already bleeding from their treachery, but whom, together with the 
friars, they determined to land in Xalifeo. Ximines taking the com- 
marul upon the death of Bezerra, and continuing his route, dil'eovercd 
an ifland to which he gave the name of Santa Cruz. It was faid that 
pearls were found on its coafts. It was inhabiteti by favages, and here 
he determined to put the friars and thofc whofe lives had been fpared at- 
their interceflion on fliorc, which he accordingly did, and being in want 
of water, he went to the fhorc at the fame tiiiu- in fearch of it; they 
)iad been on the ifland but a very fhort time when the natives came 
down upon them, and put every perfon they found to duith,. in view 
of thofc on board the fhip. 

This gave the Marquis great vexation. He now detennined not 
to truft any one, but to go in perfon, having three (hips ready to launch 
in the port of Guantepeque. When the Spaniards of thofc countries 
faw that he intended to embark upon a voyage of difeovery, they 
thought fuccefs was certain, and numbers prepared to follow him as 
foldiers, above one hundred and thirty of whom were married men, 
and brought their wives with them. They were in all above three 
hundred and twenty, the women included. The Marquis left Mexico 
accompanied by Andres dc Tapia and fcveral other officers, fornc ccclc- 
iiaflics, phyficians, furgeons, and an apotliccory, and having embarked, 
in the month of May, one thoufand five hundred and thirty fix, or feven, 
he fet fail for the Ifland of Santa Cruz, with as many colonifls and 
foldiers as the vcflcls could contain; and having arrived there after a 
profperous voyage, he lent back the fhips to bring the remainder of his 
people. The fecond voyage w'as not lb fortunate. They met with 
gales of wind, in which they were feparated near the river of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, one veflU only arriving at the Ifland of Santa Cruz, 
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%v)iere the Marquis anxioudy expede^ them, as the proviHons, of 
which he began to be in great want, were on board. Of thofe vcflels 
which did n(^ join him at Santa Cruz, one was {Irandcd on the coaif 
of Xalifco, and the people on board being tired of the buHnefs quitted 
her there, moft of them returning to New Spain. This was the one 
which contained the proviHons. The other came to a bay which they 
named, from the quantity of guayavas, Guayaval. 

During this time the Marquis and thofe with him were famidiing 
tiprm this xincultivatcd ifland. Twenty three of the foldicrs died from 
abiolute diftrefs, and the reft were finking every day, and curfing hi*' 
expeditions and difcovcrics. Tlicir dtuation and murmurs compelled 
him at length to go in fcarch of his fhips, and he accordingly embark¬ 
ed with fifty foldiers, and judging that they muft have been driven on 
the coaft in the ftorms, he fearched in that diredfion, and after feme 
time found one as before mentioned, (branded on the coall of Xalifco, 
and abandoned by the people. The other was met with by hifn amongft 
fome rocks. Having got them irpaired and afioat, with much trou¬ 
ble, he brought them to his Ifland of Santa Cruz, and a quantity of 
proviflons being now ferved out to the familhed foldiers, they cat there¬ 
of in fuch a manner that the half of them died. 

The Marquis, in order to avoid fuch a fccne of diflrefs, embarked 
in purfiiit of new difcovcrics, and during this voyage fell in with the 
land of California. He was by that time as heartily tired of the bufi- 
nefs as any one, but he could not bear the thoughts of returning after 
fuch cxpcnccs and lofics, without having ciiedlcd fomething, left his 
misfortunes ftiould be aferibed to the curfes of the conquerors of Mexico, 
his ancient companions. 

The Marchionefs del Valle, hearing of the lofs of one of the vef- 
fels on the coaft, grew very apprehenfive, and accordingly fitted out 
(WO (hips, whkh (ailed under the command of one Ulloa, in fearch of 
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the marquis and his fquadron, ^with letters from his ladl* ind the Vice¬ 
roy carneftly folicittng hk return. Ulloa was fortunate onougli to light 
upon him, and die Marquis fufifeied hitnfdf to be prevailed upon, and 
returned to Mexico by the port of Acapulco, leaving Ulloa in command 
of the fquadron. His return rejoiced the Spamiida» who feared always 
tlut the native chiefs, not being awed by him, would break dut into 
revolt. In a fhort time afier his arrival, the people whom he had lell 
in California returned, but 1 caimot fay whether in confcquence of or¬ 
ders from the government or not. 

After the Marquis had rcpoled for a few mwithSk he fttod out 
another expedition of two (hips under the command of Francifeo dc 
Ulloa, already named by me, who failed from the port of Natividad in 
the month of June, of I forget wliat year, with orders to examine the 
coaft of California, and to fcarch for Captain Hurtado who never had 
been heard of. Ulloa employed in this voyage about feven months, at 
the expiration of which he returned to Xalifco, without having cf&dlcd 
any thing; and going for a few days on fiiorc to lepofc^ a foldicr who 
bore a malice againil him took an opptMrtuni^ to way-lay and ailaflinate 
him, and thus ended the difaweries of the Mkiquis ddi Valle, in which 
he expended, as 1 have heard him declare, above three hundM thou- 
fand crowns. 

In order to get fame allowance frewa his Majeily for this lofs, he 
determined to go to CaftiUcj he had tdfe other faufineft which called 
him there, fuch as the dilptite abomt his yaflals, and the leftitutton of 
his property which had been fetacd by Nuno de Ouaman, now priio- 
ner in Old Spain. 1 will condude this accowit by obionving, that it 
appears that the Marquis^mver profpered &om the time of his firftcon- 
queft of New Spain, and his ill Smiac is ^ cur&t with 
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ibrce commanded bf aff\ officer .qamcd;Francirco Vafquez Coronado, 
who married the virtuous and fair daugbter nf the tr^urer Eftradu. 
Coronado left his gdvemmoit of Xalifco to an officer named Onate, and 
after he had been for fomc months in the country to which he was lent, 
and which vi^s named Celibola or the (even cities, a Francifean friar 
named Marcos de Nica, returned from thence to Mexied to gi\^ an ac¬ 
count of the country to the Viceroy. . He d^flhrihed it as conffiling of 
hnc plains full of hisrds of cattle, tnlt which were quite diffirent in 
their iippearai»Xi The houfes he deferibed as hav¬ 

ing two ftorics and llaiii^ i ahd’ the towns as being populous. ^ He alfo 
reprefented, that as it lay near tiw Pacific Ocean, a fupply of ncccffiiries"' 
could be lent to the Spanilh force, conveniently, in that,direction. It 
was for this reafon that three Ihips were fent thither under the command 
of Hernando de Alarco, aii officer, in. the Viceroy *s houfchold. 

1 muft not omit-to mention the particulars of the great armament 
prepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado, in the year one thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and thitly feven, in the port .of Aouatla on the Pacific Ocean. 
This fleet was fitted out by Alvarado in confluence of permiffion ob¬ 
tained from his IMbrjefiy, . by whom he wdl granted certain rents, and 
advantages, in fuch countries as he fhould difeover towards the weH; 
that is to fay China, the Mduca, and Spice Iflands. 

Alvarado being always Jealous for his Majcfty*s fervice, as appear¬ 
ed by his conduct; in Mexico and Peru, was anxious that this expoii- 
tion fhould fixrwd any nthcr ithat had cvcr been fitted out. It confifled 
of thirteen fail, tqnpfy pioyided. The port at which the preparations 
were made was above t^ hundred leagues diflant firoht that of Vera 
Cmx, from which all the iron, and mofl ot^ neceffiuy articles were 
to be brought by land can&ge. Tlie. confequeiice. was, that the money 
expended woiiki have built eighty: fuclK^ps in Seville. All the wealth 
J^varado brought'froni^^., .what:diiin from the mines^ of Guati- 
soala, with the leiits of his cibttes and w piofeotti of his friends and 
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relations were inAifHcientt alth 9 Ugh the merchandi^ was taken iipqn 
credit. The expence attending the fhips was nothing in coinparifoQ .to 
that of his army, conlifting of fix hundred and fifty foldiers with their 
ofiicers, and a number of horfes, of which latter a good one could not 
be procured for kfs than three hundred crowns. . Alyaiado fiukd fome, 
time in the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty eight, for the' 
harbour of the PurificatitXCdn the province of.Xaiiico, where he was to 
take in water, and embark more foldiers. Whdi the Viceroy heard of 
this great armament, he became, anxious to hdve a (hare in it, and went 
Avith Alvarado to view his fleet, after which thty rctumcdlto Mexico, 

Alvarado wiihed to have a relation of his own. named Juan, (not 
the Juan de Alvarado of Chiribito) as general, and the Viceroy was 
anxious that an oiHa’r named Villalobos (houid have the command, - 
conjointly with him. Things were in this flatc when Alvarado was 
obliged to return to his fleet at the'port of Natividad; and being there, 
and juft ready to (et fail, lie retxrived a letter from Chriftoval de Onate 
who was left in command at Xalifco, in the ablence of Francifeo Co¬ 
ronado, requefting his immediate afliftance to (aw him and the fcttle- 
ment from the deftrudbion With which thqr were threatened, by the 
force of the neighbouring Indians of Cochitian. Alvarado (et off’ with 
his troops to their relief, and found them in a moft defperate fituation 
inde^. The infurgents rather dccrcafed the violence of their attacka 
upon the appearance of Alvarado’s force^ but ftill hoftilities were carried 
-pn, and one day that Alvarado was purfuing fenne of the ervsmy among 
the rocks and mountains where the^ had a fn]dier who was 

on horfe-back Bt a cpnflderable height above him pn the fide of a moun¬ 
tain, and whole horfe had loft his footing, ca^,. horfe and all, roUiog 
down the precipice, and Hiking Alvarado, bwo^ht him down with 
them. By this aeddent he was fo^mueh bruifed, that in a>nfequencc 
thereof, and of being removal too fudderily to the town of the Pacifica¬ 
tion, he was feifiied with fainting'fits, fuid in the couHe of a few days 
gave up the ghdt God ^lardon his fins! fome fay that he made a 
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will previous to his death, but it never jippeared. ^ He was buried with 
as much ceremony as cotdd be bcilcmed upon his funeral, and his re> 
mains were, as I have heard, afterwards ronoved to the town of Piri- 
pito hf Juan dc Alvarado his relation. 

As foon as the news of his death was known to his fleet and army, 
numbers dilchai|[ed themfelvcs, and returned to their homes with what 
th^ had received. In Mocico he was greatly regretted. The Viceroy 
ibit off immediatdy the licentiate h^donado, to take proper fleps to 
prevent any ccMifuflon likely to enfue, and fhortly after following in 
perfon, colle^ed what remained of the foldiers, and marcbnig againfl 
the inflirgents in the rocks, after a tedious expedition fucco^ded ii\ redu¬ 
cing them. The lois of Alvarado was fevCrely felt in his family. As 
ff>on as the fatd iiuelligena: arrived in Guatimala, the Bifliop D. Fran- 
ciifco Marroguin of exodlent memory, and all the clergy, aflifled in 
yendcring him the funeral honouis. His majordomo alfo, to (hew his 
ibrrow, cauied the walls of his houfe to be painted black, which colour 
they remained ever after. Many cavaliers waited upon his lady Donna 
Beatrix de la Cueva and her family, in order to confole them, for their 
diflrefs was very great. Th^ tdd her that (he (hould give thanks to 
God, fince it was hi'- wiH to t^e her huibond, to which (he as a good 
chriftian ailented, bt;t obferved, that (he wUh^ to be free from this 
snelancholy world, and all its misfortunes. 

Thefe^drcumihixices I menticxi, becaufe the hiilorian Gomara attri¬ 
butes the unfortunate event which ihortly afterwards befell her, to her 
having (pokea blafphemoafly, in faying that God could do her no 
mose injury than (he had alr^y fuf^d. She met with her death in 
^ following manner. A deluge of water and mud broke from the 
Volcanojvhich is at the diflance of abovu half a league from Guatimala, 
and bringing with, it great quantities of large ftones and trees, over- 
udielmed the hmife of Dpnna Beatrix, who was stk the time praying 
with her women. As to the words which Gomara afciibes to her, (he 
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never uttered them, nor was h^r death a judgment of God in any icf- 
pc(ft. But I muft dbiorve the particularities of the fate of this family. 
Although Alvarado and his four brothers had ferved his Majefty ^ 
zcaloufly, not any part of his property defeended to his childr^. D. 
Pedro de Alvarado died as I have related, by an uncommon accident in 
Cochitlan; his brother George died in the city of Madrid, in the year 
one tboufand five hundred and forty, being then foUdting his Majeily 
for fome reward; Gomez dc Alvarado dieii in Peru, Gonzalo dc Alva¬ 
rado in Mexico or Guaxaca, I forget which, and Juan on his voyage 
to tlic Ifland «3f Cuba. His eldcft Ton going with his relation Juan dc 
Alvarado the younger to wait on his Majcfly, and folicit a reconr^nce 
for his father's ff.i i' os, the fhip wherein they went was loft, and nei¬ 
ther they nor it ever heard of after they fet fail. Don Diego the 
younger fon, feting his fortunes defperatc, returned to Peru, where he 
died in battle, and tlu: lady of Pedro dc Alvarado, with the female part 
of his fiimily, one only cxccptcd, were drownol by a torrent from a 
Volcano. Now curious readers refledl on what 1 have related of the 
fate of this fhmily, and may our Lord jefus Chrift take them into his 
holy glory! amen. Tlic only furvivor, fktnna Leonora one of his 
daughters who was faved from the torrent, bis caufed to be built two 
iepulchres in the great church of this city of Guatimala, to receive the 
bones of her relations. 

In about a year after the death ot D. Pedro de Alvarado, the Vi¬ 
ceroy colle<5lcd the beft of the thirti%;n (hips which compofed his fleet, 
and lent them under the command of an officer named Villalobos, to 
make difeoveries to the weftward, but what the refult was, 1 never 
heard. As to the expenccs incurred by Alvarado he never recovered 
any part of them, nor his family after him. 

The Marquis del* Valle being in Spain at the time of the expe¬ 
dition againft Algiers, and attending his Majefty in it, with h/s 
ddeft fon, and alfo Dpn Martin his fon by Donna Marina^ the fleet 

was 



r 47& ) . 

was lUrperfed in a dorm. The vcffd onjboard which the Marquis was 
being (banded, he, his fons, and the other cmliers reached the (hore 
with very great difHcui^. His (ervants have related, that before he 
quitted the veflci, he bed round his arm in a handkerchief a quantity 
of jewels of tnedimable value, which he wore according to the cudom 
of great lords, as we (ay "para no pneneder,” or becaufe they arc not 
wanting, biit in the confudon of quitting the*'ve(]H 1^ fomc accident 
they were all lod., On-account of this difader to the fleet, the council 
of war were of opinion to Iraife the (iege immediately. To this council 
thjs Marquis was not fumthbned, but he is faid to have declared, that 
had he been prefent at it he would have given his vote for the continu¬ 
ation of the dege, and that if it had been his fortune to have had fucli 
brave foldiers as'thoie who flrd accompanied him to Mexico, he 
would entertain no doubt of fuctiefs. 

The Marquis was .how grown dd, and he was worn down by fa¬ 
tigues; he was therefore very anxious to return to New Spain., but a 
treaty of marriage was on foot between his elded daughter Donna Maria 
Cortes, for whom‘'hc had fent to M^co, and Don Alvaro Pinez Ofo- 
rio fon and heir, to the Marquis of Adorga; The lady was to have a 
fortune of a hundred thoufa^ ducats, and the Marquis had gone as far 
as Seville to n^ her on her arrival in S(mn, but the match was bro¬ 
ken ofi; as it is (aid, by the dmlt of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was 
greatly difpleafed, and being in a bad fltate of health before, he da:liiied 
ib rapidly that he found it necd&ry to retire from Seville to Cadileja de 
la Cueda, to attend to his foul, and make his lad tedament. Having 
arranged all his idlairs for tliis; and the next world, it was the Lord’s 
will to take him from this troublefbmc date, on the (ixond day of 
cember one thoi^iuid flve hundred and forty feven. He was buried 
with great pomp in the chapel of the Dukes of Medina Sidonia, but 
his remains were afterwards, according to his will, brought to New 
Spain, and interred in Cuyoacan or Tezeuco, I am uncertain which. 
In regard to his age, I will give the bed account that I am able. In 
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the year one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, when we went with 
iiim from Cuba to New Spain, he ufed to tell lu that he was thirty 
four years of age j from one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, to one 
thoufand. five hundred and forty fiwen, is a pcrioii of twenty eight years, 
which makes him at the time of his death cxa^ly lixty tyro years old. 

The legitimate childien of the Marquis del Valle were, Don Mar¬ 
tin the prefent Marquis, Donna MsLrh before mtmtioned who married 
the Count de Luna de Leon. Donna Juana, who married IX)n Hernan¬ 
do Enriquez heir to the Marquis of Tarif&,. and Donna Catalina dc 
Arrcllano, who died in Seville. - Thefc kidies came ^ivith the Marchi- 
onefs.from Mexico; her brotlier Fray Anthonio de Zuniga being fent 
for them. One daughter named Donna Leonora, vim marri^ in Mex¬ 
ico, to a rich Bifcayan namoi Juanes dc Tolofa, which alliance gave 
great offence to the young Marquis. He alfo left two natural fons, one 
by Donna Marina, named Don Martin, who was commander of the or¬ 
der of St. Jago. The other, Don Luis, who was a commander of the 
fame order, was the fon of a lady, by name, De Hermofilla. He had 
alfo three natural daughters, one by an Indian woman of Cuba, was 
named Donna—Pizarro ; the others were by a Mexican woman. Thefc 
ladies were all left great fortunes. The Marquis alfo. having due time, 
took care of his foul, by difeharging his fins; endowing an hofpitai 
in Mexico, and a monailery of nuns.in his own town of Cuyoacan. - 

The motto and arms which were granted to him were well adapted 
to a valiant warrior.* The former being in Latin I will fay^ nothing 
about, becaufe I do not underftand that language. His arms were the 
heads of feven kings in a chain, rcprefcnting Montezuma, Cacamatzin, 
Guatimotzin, Tulapa, Coadlavaca, and the princes of Tacuba and 
Cuyoacan. 

I will now proceed to deferibe the pcrfbii and difpofition of the 
Marquis. He was of a good ftature and firong built,, of a rather pale 
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complexioti, and fcrious countenance. , His features were» if faulty, 
rather too fmallj his eyes mild and grav^. His beard was black, thin, 
and fcanty; his hair in the fame manner. His breaft and Ihoulders 
were bco^, and his body very thin; He was very well limbed, and 
his l^s rather bowed n an excellent iiorfiaman, and dexterous in the uic 
of arms. He allb poS&fftd the heai^ and mind, which is the princi¬ 
pal part oi the buiinefsi . 1 have heard that when he was a lad in Hif- 
paniola, he was very^^v^,idx>ut women, and that he had feveral duels 
with able fwordfm^^;^^ which he always came off with victory. He 
had the fear of a fwordrwound'near his under lip, which appeared 
through his beanfisf clojfely 'exiainined, and which he received in fome 
of thoie ai&jrs. In his^ appeaiance, manners, tranfadlions, converfa- 
tion, table, and drefs, every, thing bore the appearance of a great lord. 
His deaths were according to. the falhion.of the time; he was not fond 
of fiikst danudks, or vdvetsv btit evoy thing plain, and very hand- 
f^c; nor did he wear large chains of gold, but a fmall one of prime 
workmanihip, bearing the imag^ of our Lady the Blei&d Virgin with 
her precious fon in her arms, and a Latin motto; and on the reverfe, 
St. John the Baptii): with another motto. He wore on his finger a ring 
with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, which according to the falh- 
ion of that day was of velvet, he bore a medal, the head and motto of 
which 1 do not recoiled; but latterly he wore a plain doth cap, with¬ 
out any ornament. 

His table was always tftagnificently attended and ferved, with 
four major domos dr principal officers, a numbo: of pages, and a great 
quantity of plate both gold and filver. . He dined heartily at mid-day, 
znd drank a glafs of wine mixed with water, of about half a pint. He 
was not nice in his food* expeniive, except on particular occafions 
where he faw the propriety of it. He was very aifiible with all his 
diptains and fddiers, cfp^ally thofe who accompanied him in his firft 
es^^edition from Cuba. “ Nb was a Latintft,* and as i have been told, 
hachdor in laws. He was aUb fpmethiog of a poet, and a voy good 
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.rhetorician; very devout to our.HoI) Virgin, and his advocates St. Peter, 
8t. Jago, and St. John the Baptiil in particular; and charitable to the 
poor. When he fworc he ufed to lay, “by my confcicncc!” and when 
he was angry with any of us, his friends, he would fay, ^*ohl may 
you repent it.** When he w'as very angry, the veins in his throat and 
forehead ufed to fwell, and when in great wrath, he would not utter a 
(yliable to any one. He was very patient under infults or injuries; for 
feme of the foldicrs were at times very rude and abulivc with him; but 
he never refented their condudt, although he had often great reafon to 
do fo.^ In fuch cafes he ufed only to fay, “be filent,** or, “ go away 
“ iii^ipd's name and take care not to repeat thiscondudl, or I will have 
“ you punilhed.’* He was very determined and headftrong in ali bu- 
lincfs of war, not attending to any remonftrances on account of danger; 
an inilance of which he (hewed in the attack of thofe fortieses called 
the rocks of the Marquis; wliich he forced us to fcale, contrary to our 
opinions, and where neither courage, counicl, or wifdom, could give 
any rational hope of fuccefs. Another in(hincc was given by him of 
his obftinacy in regard to the expedition againil De Oii. I repeatedly 
advifed him to go by the mountains; but he perflfled in adhering to the 
coaft, whereas if he had gone in the dirc<5tion that I propofed he would 
have found towns the whole way, of which the following route is a 
proof; Guacacualco, the high road to Chiapa, from that to Guatimala, 
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to credl a fortrefs, Cortes 
w'as the hardeft labourer in the trenches; when we were going into 
battle, he w^as as forward as any. 

Cortes w'as very fond of play, both at cards and dice, and while 
playing he was very afhible and good humoured. He ufed frequently 
at fuch times, thofe cant expreflions which perfons who game arc ac- 
cu(lom(xi to do. In military fervicc he ptadifed the mod llridl atten¬ 
tion to difeipline, conftantly going the rounds in perfon during the 
night, viiiting the quarters of the foldiers, and feverely reprehend¬ 
ing thofe whom he found without their armour and appointments, and 
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•not ready to turn out j repeating to then* the proverb^ that **it is a bad 
' •* Cheep which cannot cany its own wool.** ^ oui expedition to Higu- 
eras 1 perceived that he had acquired a habit which I had never before 
obierved in him, and it was this; after eating, if he did not get his 
iiclla or lleep, his ftomach was aifedfced, and he fell lick. For this 
tcaibn, wh^ on the journey, let thcrain be ever fo heavy, or the fun 
ever fo hot, he always repofed for a Chort time after his repaft, a carpet 
or dook being fpread undfer a tree, on which he lay down, and having 
dept a Choit time he mounted his horfc and proceeded on his journey. 
When we were engaged in the wars during the conqueft of New Spain, 
he "was vciy thin and ilender, but after his return from Higucras lie 
grew fat, and acquired a belly. He at this time trimmed his beard 
which had not begun to grow white, in the fliort fafhion. In his early 
life he was very liberal, but grew clofc, latterly; fomc of his fo-vants 
complaining that he did not {»y them as he ought, and I have alfo to 
obCcrvc that in his latter undertakings he never fucceeded. Perhaps fuch 
was the will of heaven, his reward being referved for another place; 
for he was a good cavalier, and very devout to the Holy Virgin, and 
alfo to St. Paul and other Holy Saints. God pardon him his fins; and 
me mine; and give me a good end which is better than all conquells 
and vidlorics over Imlians. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Enumeraiion and account of the valiant companions loho paf 
fed over to the conquejl of New Spain with the mofh adventu^ 
rous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes Marquis of 
the Valley, Advantages refultingfrom^ the conquejt—Tranf 
aElions at court. Concluding obfcrvatwns of the author. 


In the lift of the conquerors of Mexico the iirft is the Marquis Don 
H. Cortes; with him came the following oiHoers and foldiers. Don 
P. de Alvarado, commander of St. Jago, adelantado and governor of 
Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiapa; he was about thirty four years 
of age when he came to this country, of a handibme perfon, very chear- 
ful countenance, and mild look; for which reafon he was called by the 
Mexicans, **Tonatio,'* which ftgnifies the fun; he was very aiftive, and 
a good horfeman; of a generous difpoftticHi, and courteous manners, 
very fplcndid in his drefs, wearing a gold chain with a medal round 
his neck, and a diamond ring on his fing^. 

F. de Montejo was of the middle ftature, of a chearful counto* 
nance, and gay difpofition; at the,time of his arrival here he was about 
thirty five years of age; he was fitter for buftnefs than war, and of a 
liberid turn, expending more than he received; he arrived to the dignity 
of addantado and governor of Yucatan, and died in Cafiillc. 

Captain G. de Sandoval was at the time of his arrival here about 
twenty two years of age; he was joint governor of New Spain for about 
eleven months; in this officer courage and judgment were combined; 
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he was robuft in body, his legs rather ^bowed, and his countenance 
mafculine; his hair and beard were curled, and of a light brown; his 
voice was rough, and fomewhat terrible, and he iUmmered a little; he 
was a plain man, and one who did not know much of letters, not 
avaritious of g^ld, but attentive to his buiinefs like a good officer, fee¬ 
ing that his foldlers did their duty well, and taking good care of them. 
He was not fond of rich diefTes, but went plain and like a Ibldicr. He 
had the beft horfe that ever was fecn ;^e was a cheftnut, with a ftar 
in his forehead, and his near foot white; his name was Motilla; he 
became a proverb, fo that when any horfe was extraordinarily good, we 
uied to fay he was as good as Motilla. Sandoval was an officer fit for 
any fbition; he was a native of Medellin, and an hidalgo; his father 
was an alcalde of a calllc. 

Don C. de Oli Hedtor in battle, but his judgment was 

not equal to his valour, and he required to be kept under command. 
The captains Dc Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De Oli, were in 
high eflimation with his Majefly, who was pleafed to fay that he had 
tlirec in New Spain who might be compared with the greateft the world 
had produced. Cortes alfo uied to talk highly of his officers and fol- 
diers, but what Bernal Diaz del Cailillo thinks upon the lubjedl is this; 
that if what Cortes afterwards faid in their favour, he had written at 
firft to- his Majeffy, he would have done right; but at that time he 
made no mention of our valiant adtions, nor even our names; but only 
laid, **this 1 did; this I ordered to be done;** whereas I think the leaft 
he fhould have done w’as to make mention of us. I will now return to 
my enumeration of our officers and fddiers. 

J. V. de Leon, native of Old CafBlle, was about twenty ieven 
years of age, well proportioned, and rbbuft; his beard, was red and 
^curledv hk voice rough and fierce, and he ilairaiwred a little; he was 
arcayalier of good manners, and genarous, fharing what he had with 
his cOikhl^Vons; 1^ killed a perfon of confluence in the Bland of Hif- 

paniola, 



( ) 

paniola, for which he was obliged to conceal himlclf, and the officers 
of juftice never were able to apprehend him, he matle fuch rcHihuicc 
He was moft valiant both on horfcback and on foot; he died at the 
bridge. 

D. de Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, was about 
forty yairs of age; he was captain of the foldiers armed with fword 
and buckler, not being a horfeman; he was very valiant, and wife, 
ftrong, and of good Ihture, of a mafculinc countenance, and black 
thin beard. In fpeaking there were certain words which he could not 
pronounce; he was generous, and of good manners. He was 
mander of St. Jago, and governor of Maranioh, where he died. 

Captain L. Marin was valiant, and ftout built; bow legged, with 
a red beard, and a full and chearful countenance, flightly marked with 
the fmall pox. He was about thirty years of age, and a native of Si. 
Lucar, lifping a little, like the Sevillians. He was a good horfeman, 
and of mild manners; he died in Mechoacan. 

Captain P. dc Ircio was of middle flaturc, chcarfuI countenance, 
and duck legged; a great boaftcr of his exploits, but by what we could 
perceive in him good for very little; he was always repeating certain 
ftories of the Count dc Urena, and Don Pedro Giron; we ufed to call 
him Agrages without deeds; he was for a time captain under Sandoval 
during the liege, and died in Mexico. 

A. de Avila was of a good perfon and countenance, clear and fen- 
fiblc in his converfation, very valiant, and llbout thirty three years of 
age. He was free with his companions, but proud, fond of command¬ 
ing, and impatient of controll, with a. confiderable (hare of envy, and 
turbulence, infomuch that Cortes could not bear to have him.near him; 
he therefore took care that he ftiould be employed in fuch affairs as 
would draw him to a diftance; he w’as uncle to the cavaliers the Tons of 
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Benavides, who were beheaded in Mexicoj he died in that city or in 
Yucatan. 


A. de Monjarez was of middling ftature, and a good countenance; 
he a<ftcd as capmin during the flege, hut was always an invalid; he 
was aged about thirty years, and di«i a natural death. 

C. de CHca was a native of Medina Dd Campo, and a moft va¬ 
liant foldicr; he was about twenty fix years of age, of the middle fta- 
ture, with a mafeuline but pleafing countenance; his hair and beard a 
littib^rlcd, and a dear voice; this foldier*s bravery was fuch that we 
all^ld him in the highdt honour; he fared the life of Cortes at Suchi- 
millico, when the enemy had feized and were carrying him off to fa> 
crifice; and a fecond time upon the caufeway of Mexico when he was 
in a {till more defperate fituation, .being wounded and in the hands of 
a number of the Indians, the brave De Olea, though mortally wound¬ 
ed, with his fword killed and beat off every one of thefe who were up¬ 
on Cortes, thus faving his gcneral*s life, and lofing his own at the 
fame time. When the perfon of this valiant foldicr recurs to my mind, 
and the manner he ufed to fight at our fides, the tears flow from my 
eyes, for he was my towns-man, and we were related to the fame 
families. 

G. Dominguez, and Lares, were foldiers of high renown, and 
might be put in comparifon with Olca; the firil died by the fall of his 
Iiorfe, the fecond at the battle of Otumba. 

A. dc Tapia was aged about twenty four years, of a pale com¬ 
plexion and grave countenance:; he was a valiant captain, and died in 
Mexico, a luitural death. 

J. de Efcalante was a captain; he died at Villa Rica. F. de 
Lugo, a brave officer, as captain occafionally; he was the natu¬ 
ral 
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ral Ton of a wealthy gentleman at Medina del Campo j he died a tutu* 
nil death. Gregorio de Monjaraz; a good foldier; loft his hearing 
during the ftcge, and died a natural death. Four brothers of Don P. dc 
Alvarado. J. XaramiUo was an officer of merit; he dial a natural 
death. Chriftoval FIotcs, a worthy foldier. Chhftoval de Gamboa, 
equerry to Cortes. One Calcedo, a wealthy man. Francifeo dc Bona], 
a good foldier. Maldonado, furnamed '*thc broad,** a good foldier. Fran¬ 
cifeo Alvarez Chico, a man of buiinefs. Francifeo dc Torrazas, ma¬ 
jor domo to Cortes, a perfon of merit. Chriftoval del Corral, our 
enfign; an officer of merit. Anthonio dc Villarocl, fomc time cnftgn. 
Alonzo de Crado; one fitter for bufinefs than war; by his importunities 
he induced Cortes to give him the daughter of Montezuma in marriage. 
Francifeo Flores, a very noble perfon. !>: Solis. There were four of 
this name; one was furnamed, “cafquctc,” or “rattlc-lkullanother 
called himfelf “ De la Huertabut*we called him “filk coat,’* bc- 
caufe he prided himfelf on his drefs. Another was named ** Efe atras 
la Puerta,” bccaiifc he always fit behind the door of his houlc, obferv- 
ing the paflengers in the.ftrect. Bernardino Vafqiiez de Tapia; a perfon 
of wealth and confequcncc. Juan Lopez de Ximeiia, alcalde major of 
Vera Cruz. Juan dc Cuellar, a good hurfanan, married the handfome 
daughter of the Lord of Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Another Cu¬ 
ellar related Lo F. V'erdugo. Santos Hernandez, whom wc ufed to call 
** the good old ranger.” Pedro Moreno Medrano, alcalde in Vera 
Cruz, a good foldier, and an upright judge. Roman Lopez, a perfon 
of eminence. Juan de Limpias Caravajal, grew deaf during the fiegc, 
where he was captain of a veflel. Mclchor dc Galvez. Villandrando, 
faid to have been related to the Count of Ribadeo. Oftbrio, a good 
foldier. Rodrigo dc Caftaneda, a g<xxl foldier. Juan de Naxara, a 
good foldier. Ojeda, who loft an eye during the fiegc. Alonzo Her¬ 
nandez Pucrtocarrero, couftn to the Count of Mcdelliii. Hemando' 
Burgueno, a good foldier. Tirado dc la Puebla, a man of bufinefs. 
.Hcrnandcs de Alanis, a very brave foldier. Navarrctc. Juan Flamenco. 
Francifeo del Barco, promoted to be a captain. Juan Perez, who killed 
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his wife, the daughter of La Baguera. , Najara, **thc hump backed,** 
a moil valiant ibldier. Madrid, **the hump backed ;** a very valiant fol- 
dicr. Juan de Inhieik. Dc Alamilla, a good crofsbow*man. Moron; 
a fine muiician. De Varela; a good foldier. De Villafuertc; a perfon 
of confequence, married to a relation of the firft wife of Cortes. Gu¬ 
tierrez. Pacheco; a perfon of diilindfcion. Hernando dc Lcrma, or 
de Lcma; a captain. Suarez the elder, who killed his wife with a 
blow of a hand-mill. I^iios, who had a fuit about his diftridt. Garc: 
Caro. One Ximenes. Amaya. Two Carmenos, brothers. One 
Vargas. Polanco. Juan, de Aragon. St. Eilevan. Bernardino dc 
Coria. Rotlorigo Rangel. Almodova, his fon, and nephew. A 
revcmid father of the order of mercy, named Fra Bartholomc dc Olmc- 
do; a great theologian, a fine linger, and a virtuous man. Two ne¬ 
phews of Alonzo Hernandez dc Palo. Chriftoval Diaz j a good crofs- 
bow-man. Juan Siciliano. Diego dc Coria. Juan Sedeno. Sara- 
golTa, father to the ferivener in Mexico. Diego Martin dc Agamante, 
a good foldier. Diego Hernandez, loft his fight; he was an aftiftant 
ihipwright. Alvaro Lopez. One Yanez who went to Higueras; du¬ 
ring his ablcncc his wife took another hujQmnd with whom he left her. 
Martin dc Alpedrino, Juan Alvarez Rubazo, Gonzalez Sanchez, brave 
men, all Portugueze. One Avila. One Efpinoia, furnamed **De la 
** buena bencdicion,** from his often ufing the word. Peron de Toledo, 
One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Izguierdo; a good foldier. Mor- 
rales, an old man, lame of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, and 
a ftriift doer of juftice. Arevalo, Juan Leon, Madrigal; inhabitants 
of Villa Rica; never were on fervicc. Navarro. Manzanilla, an In¬ 
dian of the illands. Benito Vejcl, a drummer who had ferved in Italy. 
Alonzo Romero. Pedro Lopez; a good foldier. Juan Garcia, Her- 
nan Martin, and another; fmiths. Alvaro Gallego. Pedro de Tapia. 
Lorenzo Ginoves. Ochoa; a rich and eminent perfon. Martin Vaf- 
quez, a man of eminence. Sebaftian Rodriguez, a crofsbow-man and 
Trumpeter. Penalofa. Juan Perez Artiaga, furnamed “Malintzin;** 
a rich man. Pedip Gonzalez &ibiote, a good ibldi^. Aguilar whon;p 
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w'c foinui at the point of Cotoijic; a good foldicr. Pedro Valcndano. 
OncTariffa. Another of that name called hy us “the nieritoriinis,’* 
l)craiife he was always bragging ol what he had ilone, and that he had 
not been properly rewarded; a prating fellow. IVdro Sanchez Kirfan; 
a brave foldicr; he aCled as captain, hdeobar the bachelor, apolhec.iry, 
furgeon, and phytician; he went niaJ. Juan de C'aceres the rich. 
Conzalo Hurones. Ramirez the elder. Allorga. 'J'oftatlo. Pedro 
\’alencia. Fray juan dc las V'arillas, of the order of mercy; a good 
theologian, and a virtuous man. Thofe enumerated above all died 
naturally. Francifco de Saucedo, called “the gallant.*’ Francifeo de 
Morla, a very brave foldicr. De Lares, a good foldicr and horfeinan. 
Another of that name. De Solis, an old man. Ui'nitcz, a braxc 
man. Juan Ruano, a gt)od foldicr. Two nephews ot Cionzales ili* 
Najara. (jJonzalo Dominguez, very brave and an excellent hoifenian. 
One De Mora, a good foldicr. Juan Alvarez Chico. A good foldicr 
who had loft one liand in Caftille hy the courfe of juftice. One To- 
hillo, lame, as he laid by a wound received while ferving under the 
great captain. Conzalo Lopez dc Ximena. One Pilar, a good liiiguift. 
.Alonzo Luis, a good foldicr; being very tall he was called “the infant.” 
Alonzo dc Monroy, a good loldicr, fon of a commander of St. Stephen; 
he went under the name of Salamanca. Juan Rico de Alanis, a good 
foldicr. Martin de Vcndabal, Pedro Gallego. Tliree fohliers of the 
name of Truxillo, brave men. Dc Valladolid. De Anguh'. Fran¬ 
cifeo Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximenes. Two brothers of the 
name of Florin. One Vargas. One Dc Cheza, remarkable for pitch¬ 
ing a bar. Bartholomc Pardo. ArhoIancJie, a very br.ive lbl(.licr. A 
nephew of one Almodovar. Two brothers by name Martinez; brave 
men. Sancho dc Avila who is faid to have brought fix thouland crowms 
in gold to Caftille from St. Domingo, having had the luck to fall on 
fome very rich mines there; he loft the whole at play and then joined 
us. Alonzo Hernandez dc I’alo, Alonzo de la Mcfta, and Rahanal 
Montanez, good fbldicrs. Rctamales: Clines Norfes, a brave foldicr. 
Luis Alonzo, an excellent fwordl'man. Alonzo Catalan, a gooil /oldier. 
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Canillas, a drummer, and a good foldici;, having fcrvcd in Italy. Her¬ 
nandez, fccrctary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the general’s houfe- 
hold. Balnor. Cardenas, who faid he was fon to a commander. 
Arguello, a good foldier. Vafqucz, a brave foldicr. Arroyuclo. Pizarro; 
a relation of Cortes, a^lcd as captain; his name was not then remarkable, 
nor had Peru been heard of. Magellanes, a brave foldicr, a Portugueze, 
as was another, a goldfmilh. One Avila. Two of the name of Efpi- 
nofa. One of the name of San Juan, called “the lofty,” from hit 
j>refumptuoufncfs. Caccres, a good foldicr. Efcanola the younger. 
Alonzo de Talavcra, a gooti foldicr. An Indian of the iflands named 
Manzanilla. Galleguillo, a very little man. A fmith whofe name I 
forget, Paredes. Gonzalo Mexia Rapapello, who faid he wj^ dc- 
feended from the corfair of that name in the reign of King John. Lu¬ 
cas Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzo Perez Maite, 
a brave foldicr, married to a handfomc Indian of the iflands. Alonzo 
de Elcobar, a perfon of confideration, formerly page to Vclafqucz. 
Ponce. Mendez. An old crofsbovv-man a great card player whofe 
name I forget. The page Orieguilla and his father. Gaona. Luis 
Farfan. Morillas. One of the Toftados. Porras, a fine finger, W'ith 
a very fair complexion. Ortiz; he played on the fiddle and taught 
dancing. Serrano, a good foldier. Quintero. Andres de Mola. 
Albcrza, a good foldier. Moft of thefe loft their lives at the bridge, were 
iacrificed, or fell in battle. 


Simon de Cuenca veas killed at Xicalonga, with ten more Ibldiers. 
Francifeo de Medina died in the hands of the Indians with fifteen more. 
One De la Serna, who difeovered filver mines, I do not know what is 
become of him. Martin Lopez, the fliip carpenter w'ho rendered fuch 
eminent fervices; he is now living in Mexico. One Granado is now 
living in Mexico. Villa Lobos returned rich to Caftillc. Juan del Rio 
returned to Caftillc. Juan Gomez returned rich to Caftille. Herman 
Lopez de Avila, a truftee of the effetfts of the dead, returned veiy rich 
to Caftillc. Pedit) Efeudiro, Juan Cermeno, and his brother, all good 

foldiers. 



( ) 


/oldicrs. Gonzalo dc limbria^a pilot. Fraiicifco dc Orozco; liad bcm 
a foldicr in Italy, and adtcd as captain during the liege of Mc.\ico; 1 
know nothing more of him. Mefa had been a canonier in Italy; was 
drowned in ertrffing a river, after the conqueft. Luis Velafquez, andi 
Martin Valcnciano, died in the expedition to Higucras. Alonzo dc 
Barrientos, Juan del Puerto a good foldicr, died of difeafe. Pedro dc 
Guzman, a brave foldicr; it is laid that on his journey to Peru, he and 
his whole family, fervants and horfes, were frozen to death. Carde¬ 
nas; this was he w'ho talked of the two kings; he was very trouble- 
fomc to Cortes. The Emperor made him a grant of lands worth a 
thoiriand crowns a year, w'ith which he returned to Mexico, but Ihortly 
after, died. Los Villanuevas; two brothers; Portugueze; 1 do not 
know what became of them. Villocinda, a brave foklier, put on the 
Francifean habit. Alonzo dc Herrera, a good foldicr, he fought with 
Captain Figuero, and to avoid the vengeance of the ircafurer, fled to the 
Indians of Maronon, by whom he w^as killaf. Figuero was drowned 
going to Caftille. Maldonado dc Medellin, 1 do not know what be¬ 
came of him. 

Lenccro, a good foldicr, had an inn on the road to Vera Cruz, 
turned friar. Sindos dc Portillo, poflcfled large eftates, which he fokf, 
giving the money to the poor, and taking orders, led a lioly life. 
Quintero a good foldicr, attained grciit w’calth, which he renounced for 
God’s fake, and taking the Francifean habit, led a holy life. Alonzo 
dc Aguilar owned the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla; a rich 
man; he fold all his property for the ferviceof God, and putting on the 
Dominican habit, led a holy life. Burguillos, a rich man, renounced 
his property, and entered the order of St. Francis, which he afterwards 
quitted. Efcalante, a good foldicr, of a gay difpofition; he put on the 
Francifean habit, but afterwards quitted the monaftery, iuid entered 
again into the military fcrvice; but, in the courfe of a month, refumed 
his friar’s habit, and led a holy life. Gafpar Diaz, a wealthy mm., 
renounced all for God's fake, and retired to the pine woods of Guaxo. 
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cin^',o, where, in the moft retired part,'Jic macic a hermitage for him- 
Itlf; in tiiis coiirfe of life he reduced his V>ody to a very weak (late, by 
fading and penance, and the fame of his aiifteritics reaching the Bifliop 
Juan de Zuniarraga, he entreateil him not to carry them to fuch an ex¬ 
treme. Several other perfons alfo joined him, being induced by his 
example to lead holy lives; at the end of about four years, it was Clod’s 
will to take them all from this world, to his heavenly glory. Lerma; 
a very valiant foldier; it was he who rendered fuch eflential fervice to 
Cortes, in once laving his life; Lerma was afterwards obliged to fly, 
and feek refuge among the Indians from tins very Cortes whom he had 
preferved, and who was exafperated againft him, for rcalbiis which, 
from reganl to his honour, 1 will not mention; we never knew what 
became of him, but our fufpicions were very bad. Pinedo, a good 
foldier, hiul been educated in the hoiife of Velafqucz; on the arrival of 
Narvaez, quitting Mexico to join him, he was way-laid and killed on 
the road by Indians; Cortes was fufpeiled of having a hand in his 
death. 

One Lopez, returned to Hifpaniola. Alaminos and his fon, Ca¬ 
macho dc Triano, Alvarez dc Huelva, Sopuerto del Condado, Cardi- 
nas, Umbria, Galdin, and fcveral others, all pilots; Sopuerto, only, 
remained in Mexico; the reft being in dread of Cortes, becaufe they 
had offered their fcrvices to Garray. Enreque, drowned himfelf, from 
defpair and fatigue on a march. Zemudio, a very brave foldier, re¬ 
turned to Old Spain, on account of having wounded fcveral perfons in 
frays; he was there given the command of a company; he died in 
LocaffU with many other Spanifh cavaliers. Tariffa, the third of that 
name, called by us “of the white hands,” bccaufe he was not fit cither for 
war or labour; or any thing elfc except to prate about what had hap¬ 
pened to him in Seville; he and His horfe were drowned on the march 
to Higueras, Eicobar, a brave man but very turbulent; he was hang¬ 
ed for fediiion and for violating a married woman. St. jago, returned 
i[ich to Caiblle. Alonzo de Efcobar, a perfon of effimation, formerly 
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pap;c to Wlalqucz. Saldanb^ and two more whole name-. 1 t'orpii 
wt'ic killal in labafeo. Dc Rojas, went to Peru. Guillen ile la I.oa, 
Andrez Nunez, Maiffc Pedro el de la liarp.i, and three more; the lirll 
died by a cannoji Ihot, the otlurs by the enemv, or courle of nature. 
Alonzo Rodriguez, left good mines in Cuba; was killed at tlte roeks, 
together with Gafpar Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to tin treafiirer 
of Cuba, and llx of the foldiers of Narvaez. Pedro de Palma, firO 
hulband of Klviia Lopez “the tall," was hanged logcihn- iviih a lol- 
dier named Trebtjo, and a priell, for fedition, by Avila or La^ C'afa-., 
alter the death of De Oli, under whom they ferved; 1 was lliewn the 
tree w'hcrcon they were executed, when returning from lligueras with 
Captain Marin. Many fea-faring men allb came with us, ami Ixh.i- 
ved very braVely in the war.->, but not rccolleiihr.g their names I do nor 
put them down; I (hould run indeed into too great prolivit) if I wav 
enumerate and deferibe all the valiant foldiers who palled over with Cu¬ 
tes ; but they were worthy to be recorded in letters of goKI. 

Lafl of all I put down myfelf, having been in thi^ country ante¬ 
cedent to the coming of Cortes twice, and the tliinl time with him, aj 
1 have related; and I give thanks and praife to our I,oril Got!, and hi: 
Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, who preferved me from being faeri/Iee(.l 
like the moft of my companions, that 1 might now relate and make 
manited: our heroic adions, and enumerate by name our valiant captains 
and foldiers, who conquered this new world, thereby tir prevent all 
the honour and merit from being unjuftly aferibed to one perlon. 

Of thofe who came with Narvaez, although fevcral were very va¬ 
liant men, 1 will fay nothing, becaulc- my intention in writing tliis 
hillory, was but to record the heroic adtions of the foldiers of Cortes. 
I will therefore only deferibe Narvaez himfclf. 

Narvaez was about forty two years of age, of tall Ifature and large 
limbs, a full face, and red beard, and agreeable prcfenccj very /bnorous 
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anJ lofty in his fpccch, as ii the found rumc out of a sau’.r; a ^ood 
liurfeinutu and (iiid to Ik* valiant. He was a native of VallaOolid, or 
Tudela dc Ducr«j, and married to a lady named Maria do Vaienzuela. 
He had a confidcrahio property in the Idand of Cuba, where he wa- u 
taptain. One of liis eyes was beaten out in the attack which we made 
upon him. This gentleman was faid to be very clofc in his difpofition. 
I le went to Caftille to lay his complaints agamll us before his Majelly, 
and obtained a ro)'al grant of a government in Florida, w’hcrc he was 
lofl and all his property. Thofe wdio read the particulars of fo many 
gallant oflieers and Ibldiers, inch as I have now^ deferibed them, Ire- 
(jucntly aflv me bow it happened that I Ihould remember them per- 
fedlly, alter the laple of fo many years. To which 1 repiy, that it is 
natural enough that I Ihould recollect tlic names of five hundred and 
fifty companions wiio w'ere always together, in expeditions, in watches, 
in battles, and in fkirmiflies, and converfing with each other how Inch 
a one had iK-en killed at I'ucli a place, and how others w ere carried off 
fo be facrificed. h'or tins vsas tire manricr in which we communicated 
with each other, cfpecially alter we had come out of a bloody and 
doubtful battle. And there have been generals who knew the Ibldiers 
of their armies pcrfonally, even when there w'crc as many as thirty 
thoufand men; fo lays hiftor)' of Mithridates king of Pontus, and 
another king of the Fpirots, and of Alexander, and Hannibal of Car¬ 
thage, and in our times of the valiant Gonzalo de Cordova called the 
great captain, and many others. I fay farther, that I have their figures 
lo pcrfedlly pourtrayed in my imagination, that I could draw them as 
it were to the life, cacli of them in the manner he entered into battle, 
like the great Ajjclles, and thefe fiimous modern painters Michael An¬ 
gelo, or the far celebrated Burgalcs, who is faid to be another Apelles. 
Glory be to God, and the Holy Virgin, who faved me from being 
facrificed to idols, to make thofe things known! 

Having enumerated the fjldiers who paffed with Cortes, and rela¬ 
ted in what manner the\ dicil, I have now' to obferve, that wx* were for 
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the moft part hidalgos, alihc^'gh fome ucre not of’ Auli Jtar Jineagt 
•as others, tor all cannot be abkc in this woild, either in rank or in 
virtues. But whatever may have been the dignify of our birth, we 
made ourfcives much more illufhious by our heroic adiions in the con- 
queft of this eountrv, at our own proper loll, and without any fupport 
fave that of our Lord Jefus Chrift who is the true akl and fueeour. If 
we look into the antient hiflory of our own country, we fliall then fee 
that many cavaliers arofl- to ihgnity and honours, by valiant and faith¬ 
ful ferviccs to their king; and I have obferved that thofe who thus 
obtained thefe titles and dignities, did not go into the field without 
receiving pay and falaries for their ferviee; and yet they were riwarded 
with houfes and cafilc.s, and lands, and privileges, to tliem and their 
defeendents in perpetuity. AKo when his Majerty Don Jayme won 
pJirts of his kingilom from the Moors, he made grants thereof to thofe 
cavaliers who had aflifted him in the conqueft, from which pericKl they 
derive their honours and bl.lzon^. Thofe alfo who ferved under the 
great captain and the Prince of Orange were rewarded in like manner, 
and we, even without his Majefiy’s knowledge, by our valour gained 
him this great country. 1 have here recalled this to rccolledlion, that 
the world may confidcr and fee our manifold, and gtxxl, and notable, 
and loyal ferviccs, to God and the King, and all Chriflendom, and 
let them be put in a ballancc and weighed, ami let it be decided if we 
arc not as worthy of rewards and remunerations, as thofe cavaliers 
whom I have mentioned above. And as amongft thofe whom I have 
enumerated there were many valiant companions, 1 was lield in no 
inconfidcrable degree of cifimation in my day as a fbldicr. 

Now curious reader refledf on my life, and in how many battles 
and dangers I have been, fince I firft came to this country, and how I 
was twice in the hands of the enemy who were carrying me off to facri- 
fice, and God gave me force to cfcapc out of their clutches; bcfidcs the 
diftrefles by hunger, thirfl, and fatigue, which occur to all who under¬ 
take difcovcrics in unknown countries. 
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It is now proper tlmt I nioiiKi rclitc-'^hc good eftltfls of our exer¬ 
tions for the fcrvicc of do I and his Mijcfty, hy our illuflrious conquers, 
ill which mod of our companions loft their lives, being lacrificeti to the 
idols Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuca. In the firft place, we purged 
the land of its wickeilnefs and evil cuftoms, as for inftance that of hu¬ 
man facrificc. By the accounts taken by certain reverend I'raneilcan 
fathers, the firft who came here after Fray Bartliolomc de Olmcdo, it 
.ippcars, that in the city of Mexico, and fomc adjacent towns in the lake, 
they facrificc'd every year above two thoufand five hundred human beings, 
young anil old. Of courfc in the whole extent of the country' the num¬ 
ber thus put to death annually, muft have l>ccn much greater. Their 
various horrid pr.idtices of tfiis nature exceed the powers of my pen to 
delcribe. Their curled adorati^ries were fo many that I beftow on all of 
them a hearty malcdiiition j it feems to me that they refembled what 
we have in Caftille, lor as we lee there in every city, holy churches, 
and hermitages, and chapels, fo they had in this country their houfes 
of idols, devils, and diabolical figures. Belides thefe, each native, 
male or female, bad two altars, one by the place where he or ftic flept, 
the other at the door of the houfe, w'ith i hcfts containing idols large 
and fmall, ftoncs, and ftonc knives, witli b(X)ks made of the b.uk of 
tra*:, in which were noted dofvn their records of paft times. They 
were much adJitled to abominable pradliccs, erpccially upon the coaft, 
and in the fultry provinces, where boys wore female attire. They eat 
liunv.ua flelli, as we do beef which we buy in the market, and in every 
town they had wcxjdcn cages, wherein they kept and fattened thole 
men, women, and children, who were deftined for that purpofe, as 
was the cafe with all thole whom they took in their wars. Inceft was 
common amongft them; and they were drunkards in an extreme. In 
the province of Panuco in particular, they took the wine into their 
bodies in the manner a medicine is adminiftered, by means of a liollow 
cane; an unheard-of bcaftlinels! They had as many wives as they 
plealed, and all thefe, and other abominations, it w'us the will of our 
Lord jefus Chrift that wc Ihould be the inftruments to fwtrp from the 
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laud, fubftituting in their places a good policy and the holy dodtrine. 
It is true that after the lapfc two yc*ars, when the country was fub- 
jugated and civilized, certain worthy fiithcrs Francifeans, of good ex¬ 
ample and dodtrine came here, and w'cre followed in three or fbur}ears 
by fathers of the order of St. Dominic, who completed what others 
had Ixrgun, but if it is duly conlidcrcd it will appear that the meed and 
honour of dcAroying the evil cuAoms of the land, in juAice belongs to 
us the true conquerors, in preference- to any other perfons, even thou|;h 
they fhould be of the holy profeAion. 

Since the deArudtion of idolatry, by the will of God, and with 
his holy aid, and the good fortune and iacred chriAianity of the moA 
c'hriAian Emperor Don Carlos of glorious memory, and of our monarch 
and moA fortunate fovcrcign, the invincible King of Spain, our lord 
Don Philip his dear and much beloved fon, to whom may God grant 
years, and much incrcafc of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during 
his fortunate and holy life, and to be tranfmitted from him to his pof- 
ferity, there have bcx‘n baptized in this country, all the natives, whofc 
fouls formerly were 1‘unk and loA in the infernal pit. At prefent alfo 
as there are here many reverend fathers of the diflerent orders, they go 
through the country prc-aching and baptizing, whereby the holy Flvan- 
gcliAs are firmly planted in the hc'arts of the natives, w ho confefs every 
year, and thofc fufficiently advanced in the knowledge of the faith co- 
inulgate. The churches alfo and their altars are richly adorned, with 
all requifites for holy worfliip, as, croAls, and caiKileAicks, wax can¬ 
dles, chalices, cups, plates, and vefieJs for inccn/e, all of filvcr. The 
ornaments of the altars and croAes are of velvet and damafle, and other 
rich materials of various colours and workmanOiip, aud embroidered 
w’ith gold, filk, and pearls. The funerals alfo arc diAinguifhed by their 
emblematic reprefentations of Aculls and bones, and with their palls, 
fomc good, and others not fo. Each town alfo has its 1k-I1.s, according 
to its ability. There arc ch*rs alfo in the chapels, of good voices 
which fing in concert, tenors, and trebles, and countcr-altos. In foine 
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places arc organs, and moH; have flutes^ hautbois, fackbuts, dulcimers, 
with trumpets bafe and treble, more in this one province of Guatimala 
than there are in my native country, which is Old Callille. It is a thing 
worthy to thank God on to fee the devotion which the natives exhibit 
when at holy mafs, cfpecially if it is faid by fathers of the orders of St. • 
Francis, or of Mercy, who are appointed to the cures of pariflics. All 
the natives alfo, men, women, and children, arc taught the holy ora¬ 
tions in their mother tongue, and when they pafs a crofs, crucifix, or 
altar, they bow, and falling on their knees lay a Pater Noftcr or Ave 
Maria. We, the conquerors alfo taught them to keep wax candles 
lighted before the holy altars and erodes, for before our arrival they did 
not know the ufu of wax in making candles. We alfo taught them to 
behave with rcfpcdl to the reverend fathers, and when they came to 
their towns, to go out to meet and receive them with lighted wax can¬ 
dles, ringing the bells, and giving them plentifully to eat; and thus 
they do. They have alfo other holy and good cuftoms, for on the day 
of our Lady, or of Corpus Chridi, and other folcmn feafts, when we 
make proccllions, mod of the neighbours of this city of Ciuatimala go 
in procedion with erodes and lightai candles, bearing the image of the 
‘ faint who is their patron or patronefs, as richly dreded as tluy can 
afford; and they go dnging the litanies, and other holy orations, aiul 
found their flutes and trumpets. 

The natives of thefe countries ha%'e alfo learned the trades ufed 
amongd us in Caddie, and have their Ihops, manufadorics, and jour¬ 
neymen, and gain their livelihood thereby. The gold and filvcrfmiths 
work both in cad metal, and by the hammer, and excel, as do the lapi¬ 
daries and painters. The engravers execute fird rate works, with their 
fine indruments of iron, cfpecially upon emeralds, whereon they repre- 
fent all the aids of the holy padion of obr redeemer and Saviour Jefus 
Chrid, in fuch a manner that thofe wl^ had not feen them execute it, 
would not believe that fuch works cotd^nsc done by Indians; infomuch 
that according to my judgmeiu, tiiat famous painter of ancient times 
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the renowned Apelles, or tlu*,tnoJcrn ones natned Miehael Angelo and 
Bcrrugucte, and another a native of Burgos who is in great fame, being 
as they lay a Iccond Apelles, could not witli their lubtlc pctipls equal 
the works which are done by three Mexican artifts nainal Andres de 
Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and El Crefpillo. In addition to all thefe 
things, the fons of the chiefs ufed to be grammarians, and were learn¬ 
ing very well, until they were forbidden by the holy fynod, under an 
order of the moft reverend archbifliop of Mexico, but many of ihcm 
arc now, notwithftanding, literate, They arc alfo weavers of filk, 
fluffs, and cloths, and manufafturers thereof, through all the various 
flagcs. They have alfo learned to be hatters and foap boilers. Two 
trades only could never be acquired by them ; one is, that of making 
glafs, the other that of the apothecary; but this is not owing to any 
defcdl of natural genius, for they are furgeons, and herbalifts, jugglers, 
and makers of puppets, and of violins. Tillers of land tiiey were be¬ 
fore our arrival; and now they rear flock, and break bullocks, and 
plow, fbw \\hcat, manure, reap, fell, and make bread and bifeuit. 
They hav'c planted their lands and inheritances with the fruit trees of 
Old Spain, and fell the fruit, cutting down the unwholefome peach 
trees, and ovcrfliading plantains, to make room for quince, apple, and 
pear trees, which they hold in high cflimation. We have tanglit tlicm 
alfo laws and juflicc, and in confcqucncc, they every yiar clc£l their 
ordinary alcaldes, regidors, notaries, alguazils, Afcals, and major do¬ 
mes. They have their halls of common council, with bailiffs, where 
they meet two days in the week, judging, and fcntcucing, and for 
fome offences punifhing and whipping; but for . murder and higher 
crimes, they refer them to the governors, if there is no court of royal 
audience. 

I have further been told by perfons well informed upon the fubjedt, 
that in Tlafcala, Tczcuco, Cholula, Guaxocingo, Tcpcaca, and other 
great cities, when the natives go to council, gilt maces arc borne before 
the governors and alcaldes, as is done before the vic'croys, and they do 
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7 u/licc with as much zca! and adlivity is ufcd among us, priding 
themiclvcs thereon, and being very anxious to obtain a knowledge of 
our lawsw 

All the caciques have horfes and arc rich, and ride, handfomcly 
caparifoned and attended by their pages, through and about their rc- 
fpcdlive towns. In fomc towns alfo they exercife with the lUnce on 
horfcback, run at the ring, and have bull fights, cfpccially on the 
ilays of Corpus ChrifVi, St. John, St. James, our Lady in Auguft, or 
the patron or patronefs of the town. Many alfo of them will face 
the bulls be they ever fo fierce, and are excellent horfemen, cfpccially 
thofe of a place named Chiapa dc los Indios. Thole wlio are caciques 
now breed horfes, and ufc them and mules for ordinary purpofes, con¬ 
veying by their means, wood, maiz, and lime for falc. Many of the 
natives have likcwifc taken up the trade of arricros or carriers, as is 
in pradlicc in Cafiillc. To conclude, they excel in all manufadlures, 
not excepting that of tapeflry. 

Other advantages and profits arc alfo derived from our illufirious 
ierviccs. By them our mother country lias obtained gold, filver, pre¬ 
cious flones, grain, wool, farfaparilla, and hides; all which are annu¬ 
ally tranfmitted thithor to the benefit of his Majefty’s revenue. I do 
not include the prefents we at various times fent, and that wliich is 
exported by merchants and paficngcrs, for fince the time that the wife 
King Solomon built the holy temple of Jerufalem with the gold and 
filver whicli he caufed to be brought from the Iflands of Tarfis, Ofir, 
and Saba, ancient or modem hiftory do not record fuch treafures to have 
been derived from any countr}% as what have been fent from New 
Spain; and this I fay, becaufc although it is notorious that from Peru 
many millions in gold and filver have been obtained, yet at the time of 
the conqueft of this country Pern was unknown, nor wus it gained un¬ 
til ten years after. We alfo from the firft continued to fend to his Ma- 
jefly moft rich prefents, for which and other rcafons, I rate tliis 
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countf)' higher in eftimatiop, bccaufc we well know that Peru har> 
been invDtvcd in cruel civil wars* whereas we have remained* and will 
continue to do lb* our brcails proflratc on the earth in fubinidion and 
allegiance to our lord the King, and ready to expofe and devote our lives 
and fortunes in his fervicc. 

Let the curious reader confidcr the number of cities of New Spain, 
which from their being (6 many, I will not detail; our ten biOioprics, 
not including the archbilhopric of the noble city of Mexico, the three; 
courts of royal audience, together with the fuccclliun of governors, 
archbifhops, a^bifliops, our holy cathedrals and nionaAcrics, Domi. 
nican, Francin|m» Mercenarian, and Augudin, our Iiofpitals with the 
extenfive remillions ami pardons attached to them, and the Santa Calit 
of our Lady of Guadeloupe with the holy miracles there performed every 
day, and let us give thanks to God, and to his blefled mother our Lady, 
for giving us grace and fupport to conquer thefe countries, vv here ft) 
much chriflianify is now eflahliOicd. 

Let it be alfo remembered, that in Mexio) thcfc is a univerfity 
wherein arc iludicd and learncil grammar, theology, rhetoric, logic, 
philofophy, and othci fcicncxs. I'herc ib alfo a priiiting prefs for books 
both in Latin and Romance, ami in this college they graduate as licen¬ 
tiates and doctors; to which I might add many other inftanccs to en¬ 
hance the value of thefe countries. Inch as the mines of (ilvcr, and other 
difcoverics, whereby profperity and grandeur redound to the mother 
country. If all which 1 have now laid docs not fudicc, let the will* 
and learned read my hiftory from beginning to end, and they will then 
confefs, that there never exifted in the world incn who by bold atchicvc- 
ment have gained more for their koid-’< m c i . ■J fc i ng , than we the brave 
conquerors j amongft the moft valiant of whom 1 was conftdcrcd as one, 
and am the moft ancient of all. 1 fay again that I,—I myfclf,—I, anx. 
a true conqueror: and the moft ancient of ail. 


I will. 
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I will now propofc a few qucAions way of dialogue, with the 
immortal and illuflrious goddefs of Fame, who has feen, ant^^jjkocIaJms 
through the world, our manifold, great, and remarkable fcrvices, to 
God, hw*M(yefty and all Chriftendom, and cries with a loud voice, 
faying, that it is in juftice and in reafon, that we fhould have better 
eftates and fituations than others who have not ferved his Majcfly here 
or elfewhere. The goddefs alfo enquires where arc our palaces, and 
manfions, adorned with diitinguifhing blazons, with fculpturcs of our 
coats of arms, and monumental trophies of our heroic adlions, in the 
fame manner as thofc cavaliers have who ferved their king in Spain, 
our atchievements being no way inferior to theirs, bqy^ the contrary 
of moft eminent merit, and not exceeded by any. ^rhe goddefs of 
Fame allb enquires for thofc conquerors who cfcaped from cruel deaths, 
and for the tombs and monuments of thofc who tell. 

To thefc queftions I reply as follows, with much brevity. Oh 
excellent and illiiftrious Fame! defired and fought for by the good and 
virtuous, but fhunned and hatai by the malicious, why do you not 
exalt us as our merits deferve? know, goddefs, that of five hundred 
and fifty foldicrs who left the liland of Cuba with Cortes, at the mo¬ 
ment that I am writing this liiftory in the year one thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and fixty eight no more than five arc living, the rcfl having been 
killed in the wars, facrificed to idols, or died naturally. In anfwer to 
your queilion cona*rning their tombs and monuments, I tell you that 
their tombs are the maws of cannibal Indians, who devoured their 
limbs, and of tigers, ferpents, and birds of prey, which fcafted on 
their mangled bodies. Such were their fcpulchres, and fuch their mo¬ 
numents 1 but to me it appeare that the names of thofc ought to be 
written in letters of gold, who died fo cruel a death, for the fervice of 
Gqd and to .give light to thofc who were in darknefs, and 

to procure wealth which all men defire, 

The illuflrious “goddefs next alks me for an account of thofe who 
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came with Narvaez, and \n;rth Garray; to which I reply, that the 
number of the foidicrs who came with the former was one thoufand 
three hundred exciuiivc of the mariners, of whom not more than ten 
or eleven furvivc, the reft having fallen in tlic wars, ami Ix-ing facri- 
ficed and devoured. Thofe who came with Garray, according to my 
account, including the three companies which landed at St. Juan dc 
Ulua previous to the arrival of Garray himfeif, were in all one thouiand 
two hundred foidicrs, moft of whom were fUcriftcal and devoured in 
the province of Panuco. Fame alfo afks for the fifteen foldiers who 
accompanied Lucas Vafqucz de Aillon who loft his life on the coaft ot 
Florida; to which I reply that they are all dead. I alfo inform you Oh 
excellent I'ame! that there only remiiin alive at this moment five of the 
companions of Cortes, and w’c arc very old, and howixl down with 
infirmities, and very poor, and with a hciivy charge of fons to provide 
for, and of daughters to marry off, and grandchildren to maintain, and 
little rent to do it withall! and thus we pafs our lives, in pain, in 
labour, and in forrow. 

Having now anfwcred your qiieftions illuftrious Fame relative to 
our monuments, blazons, and palaces, 1 requeft of you that hencefor¬ 
ward you exalt to more effect your moll virtuous and excellent voice, in 
order that our high proweftes may be made known to the univerfe, and 
not be obfeured as they are by the (landers of the malignant. To this my 
requeft moft virtuous Fame replies, that flic will do fo moft willingly; 
and alfo, that flic is aftoniflicd to find that we have not the beft proper¬ 
ties allotted to us in that country which we conquered, and which it 
was his Majefty’s orders fhould be given to us, in like manner as the 
Marquis Cortes was rewarded, not indeed to the fame extent, but mo¬ 
derately. The goddefs aI(o fays that the adlions of the valiant and 
magnanimous Cortes are always to be moft highly tftimated, and con- 
fidercd amongft thofe moft wlebratcd in hiftory. She alfo at the fame 
time obferves, that in the hiftories of Gomara and the Do6lor lllcfcas 
and others, no mention is made of any of us, but they only fay, “Cortes 
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difcovcred,” and “Cortes conquered;** thet^ptainsandfoldicrsramining 
unnoticed; but flic has l)ccn very happy to find that all which I have 
narrated in my hiftory is ftriiSny conformable to the trutht and that I 
follow matter of fadt cJofcly and literally, without running into fm'ilc 
praifes, and that I do not depreciate many valiant captains and foldicrs 
to exalt one, as is the cafe with Gomara and the other hiflorians. The 
good goddefs alfo promifes me, that (he will proclaim thefe truths 
wherever flie (hall be, and further, that if this my hiftory is publifhed, 
it (hall be credited, and its authenticity acknowledged wherever it is 
feen or heard, and that it ftiall obfeure and annuli all others. 

Befldes what I have here propofed by way of dialogue, a certain 
doctor, an oydor of the court of royal audience of Guatimala, afleed me 
how it happened that when Cortes wrote to his Majefty, and alfo when 
he wxnt the firft time to Caftille, he did not folicit for us, lince we 
were, under God, the means whereby he acquired his marquifatc and 
government. To this 1 tlien replied, and now (ky, that when his 
Majefty gave him the government, he therewith itecival the better part 
of this whole country, believing that he was to remain abfolute maftcr 
thereof, and to have unlimited liberty to beftow or deprive.as he thought 
pre^r; and this, it is fuppolcd, was the reafon why he would not and 
did not write on the fubje^t. Alfo, at the time his Majefty gave him 
his marquifatc, he folicited the government in the fame manner that 
he had held it before; but it was then refufed him, and he did not 
think of a(king any thing that might be fer\'iceable to us, but only to 
himfclf. 

Further, the vecdor and fadlor, together with other cavaliers of 
Mexico h.id reprefented to his Majefty, that the Marquis had taken for 
himfelf the heft provinces and towns of New Spain, and had afligned 
Others to his friends and relations newly come from Caftille, leaving 
very little for the royal patrimony; whereupon, as we afterVvards learned, 
his Majefty was pleafeJ. to order that all the overplus (hould be divided 

amongft 



amongft US, the companious^ Cortes, but the Kmperor was at that 
time in Barcelona, preparing to embark for blandcrs. Had Cortes im¬ 
mediately after the conqiicft divided this country ijito five parts, and 
alhgncd one of the richeft and bell of tiie lilths for his Majillv; allot¬ 
ted one fliarc and a half for himfelf, I'or churches, monallcries, and 
municipal properties, as alfo for a fund wherefrom his Majellv’ could 
reward cavaliers who ferved him in Italy or againft the 'I'lnks and 
Moors; and divided the other tNvo fifths and a half, by giants in per¬ 
petuity to us, we iliould have been all fatisfadlorily provided for. 
our Caefar was fo chridian a monarch, and as the conqucll of this coun¬ 
try cod him nothing, he would have readily granted us thele favours 
But we at that time did not know how to apply for julliie, nor to 
whom to reprefent our ferviccs or our injuries, except to Cortes lumfelf, 
who did in the bufincfs as he thought fit. We therefore remained with 
the little which had been afligned us, until we faw that Don Krancido 
tie Montejo who went to wait upon his Majedy in Europe obtained the 
appointments of atlclantado and governor of Yucatan, edates in Mexico, 
and other rewarils. Diego de Ordas alfo, who went to court, obtained 
an cncomienda of St. Jago. and dillrids in New Spain. Then Don 
Pedro de Alvarado went to kifs his Majedy’s feet and was made adelan- 
tado and governor of Guatiinala and Cliiapa, commander of the order 
of St. jago, and obtained didridts of lands. I.ad went Cortes, who 

was created a niarc|ui>, and appointed captain general of the South Sea. 

When we the conquerors therefore faw, that thofe who tiici not 
reach his Majedy’s prcfcncc had no one to /j>eak in our favour, we 
fent to petition that whatever land^ thenceforward fell vacant, fhouid be 
didribiited in perpetuities umongd us, according as our claims wcie 
fubdantiated, as was the cafe licforc the fird court of royal audience 
held in Mexico, whereof Nuno de Guzman was prefidcnt. His Ma- 
jedy’s exprefs dirctlions to Nuno de Guzman were, to throw the whole 
property of New Spain into u mafs, and then to make the divifions 

more equal, deducting in due proportion from the immoderate grants of 
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Cortes. Alfo, that to us, the true conqiccrors fliould be given the Ixfl 
iliftrids and of moft rent, leaving tlic cities and great towns for his Ma- 
jcfly*s property. The Emperor alfo ordered that the valTals of Cortes 
fliould lx: counted, leaving no more with him than his patent fpccified; 
but what was to be done with the furplus I do not recoiled:. The rca- 
fon why Nuno dc Guzman and the oydors did hot make this repartition 
in jxrpctuity was, that they were milled by bad advifers, whom, not 
to diflionour, I will not name, but the perfons I have alluded to told 
them, that if the conquerors once found thcmfclves providcil for, they 
would ceafe to refped and be dependent on them, as was the cafe w'hilc 
they were compelled to fupplicate for a fubfiftcncc. As alfo, by retain¬ 
ing, they kept the power of beftowing the vacant lands at thtir plea- 
fure, and to the advantage of their own private intcreft. It is true that 
as diftrids fell vacant, Guzman and the oydors conftantly afligned them 
to conquerors, and colonifts, to their fatisfadion; and if that court was 
fupcrceded, it was on account of the difputes with Cortes, and of mark¬ 
ing free Indians for flaves. 

In tlic year one thoufand five hundred and fifty, I being in Old 
Spain, the licentiate Dc. la Gafea came from Peni, and with him D. 
Martin cl Regente a Dominican friar; and repairing to the court which 
■was then at Valladolid, his Majefty promoted the aforefaid father to the 
bifhopric of Las Charcas. At this period a council was formed, com- 
poied of D. Fray B. dc las Cafas bifhop of Chiapa, D. Vafeo deQui- 
roga bifhop of Mechoacan, and other cavaliers who came as agents from 
New Spain and Peru, together with fomc hidalgos who were brought 
by bufinefs to the court, and to this council I was alfo called, as being 
rtie moft ancient of the conquerors of New Spain. 

Dc la C^fca and the other Peruvians had brought with them great 
quantities of treafurc, as well for their own ule as for his Majefty, the 
latter being lent from Seville to Augufta in Germany where the Empe¬ 
ror then was, and in his company our moft happy Don Philip king of 
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the Spains, our lord lus> diri^ and n'.uch beloved Ion, whom Go^i 
<ruard. At that time certain of the Peruvian cavahers* waited on his 
Majefty with the treafure, and to petition that he would caufc the 
allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made. It i’eems alfo, that previ¬ 
ous to this time a petition to the fame cffedL had been prefented from 
New Spain by Gonzalo Lopez, and Alonzo de Villanueva, who had 
l)een font as procutadors or agents from Mexico. It i'o liappcned that 
juA then the hiHiopric of Palencia fell vacant, and was bcAowed on the 
licentiate De la Galea who was alfo made Condc de Pernia, on account, 
as was faid at tlie court, of the fervices’ rendered in Peru, W'hich W'as 
♦hen at peace. 

H is Majefty was pleafed, in regard to the repartition of lands in 
perpetuity, to order, that the Marquis de Mondejar prefident of the 
royal council of the Indies, the licentiates Gutierre Velafqucz, Tello 
de Sandoval, (Gregorio l^opcz and Brivicfca, and the Dodor Hernan 
Perez de la h'uente, oydors of that court, together with cavaliers of other 
royal councils (hould aflemble, to conlidcr, and fee how the repartition 
lliould be made, as was bcA for the lervice of God and for his Majefty’s 
intereft. 

When thclc cavaliers were met m the lioulc of Pero Gonzalez dc 
l.eon, where was eftablilhed the royal council of the Indies, it was 
propofed in that very illuftnous aflembly, that the perpetual repartition 
ftiould rake place iti New Spain and in Peru; I am not certain that 
Grenada and Bobotan were included, but am inciiiied to think that they 
were, and the rcalons ofieretl in fiipport of the meafurc were holy and 
good. It was argued that if tlie lands were granted in perpetuity, llic 
proprietors would for their owm intcrefts treat the natives Inittcr, and 
pay more attention to the converli«jn of them to our holy faith. That 
if they fuffered from Ikkncls or misfortune they would be attended to 
like their children, and the rents alleviated. The proprietors would 
alfo go into improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle; difputes 
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nnd litigaticms about lands and boundariesi would ceafe, and tiie oHil'c 
of vifitadors or infpciflors would Ik unncceflTary. The minds alfo ol 
the foidiers would be tranquillized, in knowing that the prchdents ami 
governors had not the power of bellowing lands when they fell vacatit, 
on their clients and favourites. Ilis Majclly alfo in doing this would 
exonerate his royal confcicncc, in rccompenling thofc who had Icrvcil 
him faithfully. To thefe, many other good reafons were added. It 
was alfo propofed to deprive the turbulent and rebellious in Peru of their 
dillrids. After all this had been well debated and conlidered in the 
itlullrious aflembly, we proceeded to give our opinions in favour of the 
perpetual repartition. 

It was then oppofed by the Bilhop of Chupa, his allociatc I'ray 
Rodrigo of the order of St. Dontinic, the Bilhop of Palencia, the Mar¬ 
quis of Mondejar, and two oydors of the royal council of his Majelly. 
The Marquis of Mondcjai did not however f])cak upon the occalion, 
but remained as it were on the look out to fee which party was likely to 
carr)' the queftion. The arguments ufed by the others againll the 
repartition were, that many in Peru had now life cllatcs, who fo far 
from deferving perpetuities, merited confifeation, and that if peace was 
once eflablilhed in that country, if the foidiers who were unprovided 
for faw that there was no fund for that purpofe, they would become 
mutinous and caufe new troubles. The Bifliop of Mechoacan who was 
of our party hereupon alkcd the licentiate De la Gafea, liow it had hap¬ 
pened that lie did not chalVize ^hr iDufimeri. as he very well knew them; 
whereas on tlic contrary he had given them lands. To this the other 
replied, laughing, that he had hanged and quartered many of them, 
and thought it no fmall atchievement to have cfcaped from amongft 
4hem fafe and found. More was alfo faid on this fubjed. 

It was propofed, and approved by many prefent, that the few of 
the real conquerors of New Spam who now remained, including thofe 
who c'ame with Cortes, with Narvaez, and with Garray, Ihould re- 
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ctivc pcr|ictuitics, referring i<ic other matter to future confidcration. A. 
foon as this propofition was made, the other party moved that all fur- 
tlicr prcxreedings (hould be poflponed until tlie return of his Majclly tt> 
Caftillc, beeaufc in an aHiiir of fuch importance his prefence was neccl- 
i'.iry. It was then urged by the Bifhop of Mechaican and other cava¬ 
liers, as well as myfclf, that the perpetuities might be granted in New 
Spain, lea\ ing the Peruvian procuradors to a<5l as they thought fit, this 
being confe.rmablc to his Majclly's declarations and inllrudtions in out 
favour. Tins now brought on much debate; for we infified that what¬ 
ever re-afons might be againft the granting perpetuities in Peru, could 
W: of no avail againft us in New Spain, confidering our great Icrviirs 
r<‘ I.: M.ijelU and ail C'hnltendom. fiut all we laid was of no cficel 
with the members of the royal council of tlic Indies, the Bifliop hVay 
Bartholome de las Calas, Fray Rodrigo his affociate. and the BiOuipof 
1/asCharcas. They laid that on the return <>i hi* Majcjly from Au- 
gufta in (iennany every thing flionld In- ariangcil !*> the lalisfacbon o! 
the conquerors, and thus the afKiii ilropped tor tlte prcll-ni. 

Intelligence of thefe matters being ctHivcyed !>>’ exprefs to Mexico, 
the Cv>iiv]ucrors there prupofed to fend pro^- urador* , to apply to his Ma- 
jefty for t>ur intcreft, exclulively. In c»)n(e»]uencc, after my return 
from the court I was written to, here, in this city of Cluatimala, by 
Captain Andres dc Tapia, P. Mureno Medrano, and J. de Lirnpia'f 
Caravajal “the deaf.” giving me an account of theii intention, and oi 
thofc lonquerors concerned with them, amongft whom I was put down 
as one of the molt ancient, I acxordingly went round with tlie letter to 
the other conquerors ktried in this city, to raife a fum l>y lubfeription 
for the purpoft. This projedt failed from want of money. It was 
then determined that the conquerors in Mexico, conjointly with the 
whole of the community, fhouid Icnil procuradors to Caflille; hut nei¬ 
ther was this carried into eftldl. At a fuhfequcnt period, our uncon- 
quered king and lord Don Philip, whom God preferve, and may he 
live many years in augmentation of power, was pleafcd to command by 
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his royal ordinances that the conquerors rfi'yJ their poftcrity fliould be 
provided for, attending in the firft inlhincc to thofc who were married, 
.IS may be fecn in the royal cedulcs. 

When I had w’rittcn out fairly this my hiftory, two licentiates re¬ 
queued me to lend it to them for their pcrul'al, in order that they might 
know in detail the occurrences which happened in the conqucftofNcw 
Spain, and alfo that they might fee what difference cxifted between my 
account, and thofb of Gomara and the Dodkor Illefcas, relative to the 
heroic adtions of the Marquis Del Valle. I accordingly prefented this 
hook to them for their jx-rufal, with the rcfjicdl wdiich is due to feho- 
l.ars from a poor iliiteidtc pcjfbn like myfelf, deXiiing them at the fame 
time to make no alteration whatever herein, as what 1 had written \va<. 
the flridl truth. As foon as the} had read it, one of them wljo W'as a 
great rhetorician, and vain of his knowledge, began to praife the book, 
and cxprelTed his furprife at my memory, and at my being able to carry 
in it fuch a ferics of matter, from the time I firfl came to thefc coun¬ 
tries. 


I'hc liiTntiates alfo obferved, that in regard to tny flile or language. 
Jt was conformable to that in ordinary ufc in Old Caflille, and that as 
iiich it was the more agreeable, not Ijcing cmbarraflcd with flower)' 
afledled phrafes, fuch as arc made ufc of by hifkorians in general. 
They alfo obferved iliat it flamed to them as if I praifed myfelf greatly, 
in the battles which I give an account of, whereas I ought to have left 
that to be done by otliers; and that I fhould have given my witnelles, 
teflimonies, and quotations, as authorities for what I wrote, ami not 
have faid drily, “that I did; this I law;*’ it not being conformable to the 
cuflom of hiflorieal waiting; for I a^n not a witnefs for myfelf. To 
thefe obfervations I then replictl, as 1 do now, that in the ) car one 
thoufand five hundred and forty the Marquis Del Valle wTote a letter to 
his Majefty giving an account of me and my ferviccs, how I had come 
twice to this country on voyages of difeover)' previous to his expedition, 
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Jiow he li.ij often been :in cy? witnefb ol mv tonJutfl as a brave foldicr 
in battle as well in Mexico us in other pi;ux*s, how I accompanied him 
in his expedition to Honduras and HigueriA, ami many other particu¬ 
lars which to avoid prolixity I will not relate. The moft illuftrious 
vieeroy alfo, Don Alonzo dc Mendoza wrote to his Majefty informing 
him of what he had learned relative to me from the captains by whofl* 
fide I fought, and his account was in all rcfpcdls conformable to that of 
the Marquis Del Valle. Proofs to the fiimc purport were alfo prcfenttxi 
on my part to the royal council pf the Indies in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and forty. 

Now, laid I, gentlemen licentiates, arc not the Marquis Del Valle, 
the viceroy D. A. dc Mendoza, and my proofs, good witnelTes ? but 
if they will not fufficc, 1 will produce you the limpcror our lord Don 
Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, fcalcd with his royal feal, 
commanded all viceroys and prefidents, that rcfpcdling the many and 
good ferviccs which I had rendered, Ix-ncfits fhould be conferred upon 
me and mine. The original letters arc now in my poflclTion, and the 
copies depofited at court in the archives of the fecretary (X'hoa de Luy- 
ado. Such was my anfwer to the obfervation of the licentiates. 

But to return to my fubjetff, if more teftimony is wanting look at 
New Spain which is three times larger than our Callillc, and more 
thickly inhabited by Spaniards, and the great wealth which it fends to 
Cafiille. But I have oblcrved tliat the hifiorians Gomara and IJ/c/cas 
never chofe to relate our licroic actions, leaving all our value and ho* 
nours in the dark, where they would have remained were it not for this 
my true hiftory, and affigning fuch great merit to Cortes; in which, 
although they were right to a certain degree, yet they ought not at the 
fame time to have forgotten us. 

Of the achievements of Cortes a part alfo of the honour falls to 
me, for I was one of the moll forward in every battle by his fide, as I 
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was in many others when he (cut me unS'r diderent captains to conquer 
provinces, as is found written in my hiftor}', how, wh?n, and where. 

Alfo when Cortes returned to Europe the fird time, ro kifs his 
Majefty’s feet, he informed him tliat he had many valiant captains and 
companions in the Mexican wars, and who he Irelieved did not yield to 
the mofl famous in ancient Itiftory. Of this praife a proportionate fliare 
falls to me. Further, at Al^dcrs, he faid much in praife of his com¬ 
panions the conquerors. ('>f this I come in for my portion, as I was 
one of them. 

A' to what the hcvn'Kites fiid, that I praife myfelf fo much, and 
that I ought to leave it to be done by others, I fay, in common life it is 
rhe cuflorn ol’ neighbours to fpeak of each other as - each deferves; but 
he who never was in the wars with us, nor faw them, nor heard of 
.'^hcm, how can he fpcak of us? were the birds which flew over out 
heads while in battle to gi\e accounts of us? or the clouds? who then 
was to Ipeak our praifes but we ourfelves? Indeed gentlemen licentiates 
laid 1 had you found that I dctra<5lcd from the honour due to one of our 
valiant captains or foldicr-, and aferibed it to myfelf, then you might 
juftly blame me. But tlic f.u5l is that I do not praife myfelf fo much 
as I ought. 

1 will now make a comparifon, although on one fide the fubjecl 
it is very high, and on the other a poor foldier like myfelf. Hiflo- 
rians fay that the great emperor and warrior Julius Csefar was in fifty 
three .pitched battles. I fay that I was in many more battles than Julius 
Caefar, as may be %n in this my hiflory. Hiflorians alfo fay that Ju¬ 
lius Cxfar was brave and aiflive in battle, and that whm he had time, 
he at night committed to writing with his own hand, his heroic aiftions, 
although he had many hiflorians, not chufing to entrufl the office to 
them. Truly this happened many years ago, and may or may not be 
the cafe; whereas what I relate occurred yeflerday as it may be faid. 

It 
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It is therefore not extraordinary if I relate the battles in winch 1 loui;h!, 
that in future ages it fliould be iaul, “thus did IkrnalDiaz delCallilh 
order that my fons and their pollerity Ihould enjoy the praifes of tlr ir 
anceftor, in the manner that many (“ivaliers ami lords of vallah in the 
prefent day, do the fames and blazons of'their prcdcccflbrs, 1 will 
however dfop this fubjcdl left the detrading malicious, to whomtheli 
things arc odious, fliould charge me with digrefting too much. 'J'luiv 
arc alfo conquerors now living to contradid me if 1 were in crrtir, rind 
the world is fo malevolent that any fuch thing could hardly pals with¬ 
out ani mad verfion; but the narrative itfelf is the bell teftinioiiy ol it 
veracity. 

I will now cmifticrale and particularife the various battUs and of her 
matters of w'arfare in which I was prefent. 'I'bcy are as follows. At 
the point of Corot'hc, with Captain K, I I. d-* Corilova. At C'hampo- 
ton, a battle, wherein half our eompaniotis were killed. In h'lorida, 
where we landed to procure water. Under Captain J. ilc (Grijalva, a 
fccond battle in Clnmpoton. In my third voyage under Cortes, at 
Tabafeo, two pitelicd battles. On our arrival in New Spain, the 
battle of Cingapacinga. Shortly after, three pitched battles with the 
TIafcalans. Tlie aftair of Cholula. On our entry into Mexico I w’as 
at the fei'/ure of Montezuma; I do not mention it as an aftair of war, 
but on account of its great boldnefs. In four months after, the attack 
upon NarvMez whom we under Cortes defeated with two h'lndred and 
feventy fix men, lie having one thoufand three htiiidrcil. 'I'he relief of 
Alvarado w ho was befieged by the Me.xicans, when they made war 
upon us during eight days and nights, and killed alKWc eight hundred 
and feventy foldicrs; I confider fix battles as having happened during 
this period, at which I was prefent. 1'he battle ofDhtumba. A battle 
at Tepcaca. Under Cortes a battle at Tezcuco. Tw'o field battles, in 
one of which I was wounded in the throat by a lance. Two adlions 
concerning the fields of maize. In the expedition round the lake when 
we made that rafti and inconfidcratc attack upon flic fortrefles named the 
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rocks of the marquis. Tlie battle of Cuernavaca. Three battles at 
Suchtmillco. The fiege of Mexico which laded ninety three days, du¬ 
ring which 1 was engaged, as I find by my account, in above eighty 
battles and ikirmilhes. After the conquefl: when 1 was fent to pacify 
the provinces of Guacacualco, Chiapa, and the Zapotccans. In Cha- 
mula and Cuitlan, two engagements. In Teapa and Ch^natan two 
engagements; here 1 was wounded badly in the throat. I forgot to 
mention in its place, how, after our flight from Mexico we were pur- 
fued for nine days, and fought four battles. In the Expedition to lli- 
gucras .and Honduras, an a(5lion at Culacotu, where my horfe which 
cod me fix hundred crowns was killed. After my return to Mexico I 
went igainfl the Zapotccans and Miijixcs in the mountains. I do not 
mention, numbcrlefs other engagements and dangefs in which I have 
been, as it would be cndlefs to detail them all. Nor do I chufc to i'ay 
how I was one of the firft who came to lay fiege to Mexico, three or 
four days at leal^^beforc Cortes. 

I have therefore according to this account been prefent in one hun¬ 
dred and nineteen battles and engagements; and it is .not extraordinary 
if 1 praife myfelf, as what I fay is the mere truth. Nor are thefe 
old ftorics or hiflories of Romans, of many ages pafl; for evident 
and true are the many and notable fervices which I iiavc rendered; firft 
to God, then to his Miijcfty, and all Chriflendom; and I give thanks 
and.praifcs to our Lord Jefus Chrift, that 1 cfcapcd from all dangers, to 
make thcle things manifcfl; and I alfo fay, and praife myfelf thereon, 
that I have been in as many battles and engagements as, according to 
hiAoiy, the Emperor Henry the fourth. 


FINIS. 



Notes and JErrata,' 


The authoj frequently miflakcs dates; it has been therefore judg;ed ncceffary 
f > jiiicit them in the heads of l iiaptcis according to the intill coireit accounts. 

Tagc 2',. chapter 3. although the appointment of Corfts took place before, the 
M.-ef did not fail for the continent until fSiq. 

f';gc 31. Line ig.JnJlcaJ i>/“who took Guaiiinotrin” r. m I wliom Gnatiinntzin 

took. 

-74.- 18. tnflead of “gol" read gone. 

- - jG. ■■ ■ 3 . from the bottom, iMf/tW 0/“his** rciii/this. 

-i4>j. ——. 7. hi fzi>een “to” tind “which” inferf, the Hat fummit of 

-1^7. . ■ .. . from the lottom “invalids” n^>/e, fuHeririg by the difeafe 

aferihed to Ilifpanioia. 

-277. 0/“hundred” cffld tht>iir.iiid. 

-r 243. - — 17, after “fiiends” mfert to whom they were given by to,. 

-273.- 16. in/?earfof'^Guatimotziii tiow” read CJuadhivaca, Inc. 

-4,40.- 2. ififteadof**ouT’‘ read their, 

-ibid. — 4. 0/“we” read they. 

-4'iO. •—— 14. irtffead of “Figuero” read H'’rrera. 


pKJNrEp FOR I. WRionr, Ficr.AntLLY, by j. dean, congletok. 









